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DIVING BACK INTO THE DEEP BLUE: AN IN-DEPTH
LOOK AT BARBIE IN A MERMAID TALE 2

Few animated  franchises  have  captured  the  hearts  of  young
audiences quite like the world of Barbie. Among the most beloved
of these cinematic adventures is the oceanic tale of surf, sand,
and  self-discovery.  While  the  original  film  introduced  us  to  a
fantastic underwater kingdom, the sequel takes the adventure to
new depths. Barbie In A Mermaid Tale 2 Movie is more than
just  a  simple  follow-up;  it  is  a  vibrant  story  about  courage,
friendship, and staying true to oneself.  Released in 2012, this
direct-to-video gem continues the journey of Merliah Summers, a
teenager  who  discovers  she  is  half-mermaid.  This  article  will
explore  every  facet  of  this  enchanting  film,  from  its  plot  and
characters to its underlying themes and visual appeal, explaining
why it remains a standout entry in the Barbie filmography.
The appeal of the Barbie In A Mermaid Tale 2 Movie lies in its
perfect  blend of  high-stakes  adventure  and relatable  teenage
challenges.  Unlike  the  first  film,  which  focused  on  Merliah
discovering her heritage, this sequel forces her to make a difficult
choice  between  two  worlds.  The  narrative  is  tighter,  the
animation  is  more  fluid,  and  the  emotional  stakes  are
significantly  higher.  For  parents  looking  for  wholesome
entertainment that  promotes positive values,  and for  children
captivated  by  the  magic  of  mermaids,  this  film  offers  a
compelling  experience.  Let  us  dive  beneath  the  surface  and
explore what makes this sequel so special.

Plot Overview: A Surfer’s
Dilemma
Picking up shortly after the events of the first movie, Barbie In A
Mermaid Tale 2 Movie finds Merliah living a life of balance. She
splits her time between the human world, where she is training
for  a major  surfing competition in  Australia,  and the underwater
kingdom of Oceana, where she is the beloved ruler. Her mother,
the former queen, is also adjusting to life in the human world.
However, this delicate equilibrium is threatened when the evil
mermaid Eris, last seen trapped in a whirlpool of air, manages to
escape her prison using a powerful magical scepter.
Eris’s escape triggers a chain of events that forces Merliah to
make an impossible decision. Eris steals the magical scepter, a
device that controls the very movement of the ocean's currents.
With this power, she creates a massive, destructive current that
threatens  both  the  surfing  competition  Merliah  is  desperate  to
win and the stability of Oceana. To make matters worse, Merliah
discovers  that  her  mermaid  powers  are  fading.  She  cannot
transform into her mermaid form for long, weakening her ability
to fight Eris. She must enter a treacherous new part of the ocean,
the  "Wall  of  Currents,"  to  find  a  way  to  restore  her  power  and
defeat her enemy, all while trying to keep her identity a secret
from her human friends.
The core conflict of the Barbie In A Mermaid Tale 2 Movie  is
brilliantly simple: Can Merliah be a champion surfer and a queen
at  the  same time?  This  question  drives  the  entire  narrative,

making  the  story  deeply  personal.  The  film  does  not  shy  away
from showing her  struggle.  She wants to be with her  human
friend  Kylie,  win  the  competition,  and  be  a  good  leader  for
Oceana.  The  pressure  is  immense,  and  the  movie  does  an
excellent job of making the audience feel that weight.

Key Characters and Their
Development
One of the strengths of the Barbie In A Mermaid Tale 2 Movie
is  its  rich  cast  of  characters,  both  returning  and  new.  Each
character serves a purpose in helping Merliah realize that she
doesn't have to choose one part of herself over another.

Merliah Summers: Voiced by Kelly Sheridan, Merliah is a
fantastic protagonist. She is not a passive princess waiting
to be saved. She is active, determined, and resourceful. In
this film, her main challenge is internal. She fears that by
choosing one life, she will disappoint the people she loves
in the other. Her journey is about integration, not sacrifice.
She learns that her dual heritage is a strength, not a
weakness.
Zuma and Kylie: Merliah’s two best friends represent the
two halves of her life. Zuma is the wise, gentle dolphin who
guides her and offers counsel in Oceana. Kylie is her loyal
human friend who loves surfing and provides emotional
support on land. In Barbie In A Mermaid Tale 2 Movie,
these characters get more depth. Kylie, in particular, is
more than just comic relief; she is a true friend who accepts
Merliah for who she is, even when secrets get in the way.
Eris: The villain of the piece, voiced by the talented
Kathleen Barr, is one of the more memorable antagonists in
the Barbie universe. She is not just evil for the sake of
being evil. She is cunning, dramatic, and genuinely
threatening. Her plan to use the scepter to control the
oceans is a classic power-grab, but her motivations feel
personal. She hates that Merliah, a half-human, is the ruler
of Oceana. This personal vendetta makes her a compelling
threat.
Snouts and the New Creatures: The film introduces new
sea creatures, most notably the hilarious but annoying
Snouts, a group of electric eels who serve Eris. They
provide a great deal of comic relief without undermining
the tension of the story.

Themes and Messages:
More Than Just a Pretty
Shell
Beneath the glossy animation and catchy songs, Barbie In A
Mermaid  Tale  2  Movie  contains  powerful  messages  that
resonate with its young audience. The central theme is that of
integration. Merliah does not have to abandon her human life to
be a good queen, nor does she have to give up her royal duties to
be a surfer. The film argues that we are all  made up of multiple
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identities, and true happiness comes from embracing all of them.
Another key theme is the importance of asking for help. Merliah is
a strong character, but she initially tries to handle everything on
her own. She keeps her mermaid identity a secret from Kylie,
which only creates more problems. The climax of the film hinges
on her learning to trust her friends.  This is  a vital  lesson for
children: strength often lies in vulnerability and in leaning on the
people who care about you.
Finally,  the  film  explores  the  concept  of  legacy  and  leadership.
Merliah’s mother, Calissa, is a source of wisdom, but she cannot
solve  the  problem  for  her  daughter.  Merliah  must  find  her  own
way to be a leader. She learns that being a queen is not about
having power but about using it responsibly to protect those you
love.  The Barbie In A Mermaid Tale 2 Movie  manages to
weave these complex ideas into a narrative that is both exciting
and easy to digest.

Visuals and Animation: A
Feast for the Eyes
By  2012,  the  computer  animation  for  the  Barbie  films  had
reached a high level of sophistication. Barbie In A Mermaid
Tale  2  Movie  is  visually  stunning.  The  design  of  the  new
location, the "Wall of Currents," is particularly impressive. It is
depicted as a dangerous, swirling vortex of water, coral, and lost
treasures,  filled  with  bioluminescent  creatures  and  treacherous
whirlpools. The animators did a fantastic job of creating a sense
of motion and danger. The water effects are noticeably improved
from the first film, with more realistic lighting and particle effects
that make the underwater world feel alive and immersive.
The character designs are also refined. Merliah’s outfits, both her
human surfer gear and her mermaid regalia, are detailed and
colorful.  Her  hair,  always  a  focal  point  in  Barbie  movies,  flows
beautifully in the water. The color palette is rich, moving from the
bright, sunlit beaches of Australia to the deep blues and purples
of the ocean depths. The contrast between the warmth of the
human world and the cool majesty of Oceana is visually striking
and helps reinforce the thematic conflict Merliah faces.

Musical Score and
Soundtrack
Music plays a crucial role in setting the tone of the Barbie In A
Mermaid Tale 2 Movie. The soundtrack features a mix of pop-
infused songs and an orchestral score that heightens the drama.
The songs are catchy and thematically relevant. The main song,
"Queens  of  the  World,"  is  an  empowering  anthem about  the
strength of women and female friendship. It is used during a key
scene where Merliah realizes the power of her connections with
other  characters.  The  music  in  the  film  is  not  just  background
noise; it actively supports the storytelling, helping to convey the
characters'  emotions  during  key  moments  of  triumph  and
despair.
The sound design also deserves praise. The ambient sounds of
the ocean, the clicking of dolphins, and the eerie hum of Eris’s
magic all contribute to a rich audio experience. This attention to
sonic  detail  makes  the  world  of  the  film  feel  more  real  and
absorbing for the viewer. For children watching, the combination
of bright visuals and vibrant music makes Barbie In A Mermaid
Tale 2 Movie an engaging experience from beginning to end.

Why This Sequel Stands
Out in the Barbie Film
Series
With  over  40  films  in  the  Barbie  direct-to-video  library,  it  takes
something special to stand out. Barbie In A Mermaid Tale 2
Movie does this by successfully raising the stakes while keeping
the  story  deeply  personal.  Unlike  some  sequels  that  simply
repeat  the  formula  of  the  first  movie,  this  film  takes  Merliah’s
character in a new direction. It challenges her in ways that feel
organic to her growth. The first film was about discovery; this film
is about commitment.
Furthermore, the film handles the concept of a "double life" with
surprising  maturity.  Many  children  can  relate  to  feeling  split
between  different  groups  of  friends  or  different  aspects  of  their
identity. Merliah’s struggle is a metaphor for the feelings of trying
to be everyone's everything. The resolution is not a single, easy
victory.  It  requires  her  to  be  honest,  to  trust  others,  and  to
embrace the fact that she is a unique blend of two worlds. This
nuanced message elevates the Barbie In A Mermaid Tale 2
Movie above a simple fantasy flick, giving it a lasting emotional
resonance.

Legacy and Lasting Appeal
Over a decade after its release, Barbie In A Mermaid Tale 2
Movie  continues to be a favorite among fans. It is frequently
cited in online forums and fan communities as one of the best
entries  in  the  Barbie  film  franchise.  Its  lasting  appeal  can  be
attributed to its strong central character, its engaging plot, and
its  beautiful  animation.  The  film has  also  found  a  new audience
on streaming platforms, introducing a new generation of children
to the wonders of Oceana.
For  collectors,  the  film  is  also  notable  for  its  accompanying  toy
line,  which  featured  several  versions  of  Merliah  in  both  her
human and mermaid forms, as well  as playsets based on the
"Wall  of  Currents."  The  synergy  between  the  film  and  the  toys
was well-executed, allowing children to extend their play beyond
the movie. The popularity of the film even led to a series of short-
form  content  and  storybooks,  further  cementing  its  place  in
Barbie history.
The  core  message  of  the  film  is  timeless.  In  a  world  that  often
asks us to fit into one box, Barbie In A Mermaid Tale 2 Movie
offers a powerful alternative: You can be everything. You can be a
competitor and a ruler. You can be a human and a mermaid. You
can  be  a  daughter,  a  friend,  and  a  queen.  This  message  of
inclusive self-acceptance is as relevant today as it was in 2012,
which is why the film still resonates so strongly.

Conclusion
Barbie In A Mermaid Tale 2 Movie is a shining example of
how to craft a sequel that honors its predecessor while standing
on its own merits. It  delivers a thrilling underwater adventure
packed with beautiful  animation, engaging music,  and a story
that is both fun and meaningful. Merliah’s journey to embrace
both her human and mermaid selves is a wonderful lesson in self-
acceptance and the power of friendship and teamwork. Whether
you are revisiting the magic of Oceana or discovering it for the
first time, this film offers a wave of entertainment and heart that
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is sure to leave a lasting impression. It is a true gem in the vast ocean of Barbie’s cinematic adventures.


