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UNDERSTANDING THE CORE PHILOSOPHY OF THE
SATANIC BIBLE

The Satanic Bible, written by Anton Szandor LaVey in 1969, is
the foundational text of LaVeyan Satanism. It is not a religious
text in the traditional sense but rather a philosophical manifesto
that promotes individualism, self-preservation, and the rejection
of dogmatic authority. Many people are curious about the
satanism rules in the satanic bible and what they really
mean. This article delves deep into those principles, explaining
their context, purpose, and modern relevance. The rules are not
about evil or chaos; they are about personal empowerment,
rational thought, and living life fully and responsibly.

The satanism rules in the satanic bible are divided into
several key categories: the Nine Satanic Statements, the Eleven
Satanic Rules of the Earth, and the Nine Satanic Sins. These form
the ethical and behavioral framework for practitioners.
Understanding these rules requires setting aside preconceived
notions of Satanism as a religion of evil. Instead, it should be
viewed as a secular, atheistic philosophy that uses the symbol of
Satan as a representation of human nature, carnal desires, and

defiance against oppressive systems.

THE ELEVEN SATANIC RULES OF THE EARTH
EXPLAINED

Perhaps the most frequently referenced set of guidelines within
the text is the Eleven Satanic Rules of the Earth. These rules
are practical, actionable, and designed to govern interpersonal
conduct. They are not moral absolutes but strategic
recommendations for navigating the social world while preserving
one's own freedom and dignity. Here is a detailed breakdown of
each rule and its deeper meaning.

Rule 1: Do not give
opinions or advice unless
you are asked.

This rule emphasizes the value of silence and respect for others'
autonomy. Unsolicited advice is often perceived as arrogance or
interference. In the context of satanism rules in the satanic
bible, this teaches that people should learn from their own
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experiences and mistakes unless they specifically seek guidance.
It also protects the individual from unnecessary conflict.

Rule 2: Do not tell your
troubles to others unless
you are sure they want to
hear them.

Complaining or burdening others with personal problems is
considered a form of emotional manipulation or weakness. This
rule encourages self-reliance and discretion. A Satanist is
expected to handle their own difficulties privately or with a
trusted, willing confidant. It is a practical rule for maintaining
healthy social boundaries.

Rule 3: When in another's
home, show respect or do
not go there.

This is a straightforward rule of etiquette. It demands that you
honor the rules and customs of your host. If you cannot respect
their space, you should not accept their invitation. This reflects

the Satanic value of reciprocity and transactional relationships
built on mutual respect.

Rule 4: If a guest offends
your home, treat them
cruelly and without mercy.

While the word "cruelly" sounds harsh, the intent is to assert your
authority over your own domain. In LaVeyan philosophy, your
home is your castle. If someone violates that sanctuary, you have
the right to respond firmly. This rule balances the previous one,
creating a symmetrical code of hospitality and territorial defense.

Rule 5: Do not make sexual
advances unless you are
given the mating signal.

This rule underscores the importance of consent and social
awareness. It advises against assuming interest and encourages
reading subtle cues. In modern terms, it is a guideline for
respecting bodily autonomy and avoiding unwanted attention.
This is a clear example of how the satanism rules in the
satanic bible can align with contemporary social principles.
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Rule 6: Do not take that
which does not belong to
you unless it is a burden to
the other person and they
cry out to be relieved.

This rule acknowledges that theft is generally wrong, but it allows
for exceptions when the victim is clearly asking for relief. The
phrase "cry out to be relieved" suggests extreme cases where
taking something is an act of mercy or practicality. It is not a
license for kleptomania but a nuanced view of property and need.

Rule 7: Acknowledge the
power of magic if you have
employed it successfully to

obtain your desires.

Magic, in LaVeyan Satanism, is defined as "the change in
situations or events in accordance with one's will, which would,
using normally accepted methods, be unchangeable." This rule
encourages pride in one's ability to influence reality through
willpower, ritual, and strategy. It is about recognizing your own
power rather than attributing success to luck or external forces.

Rule 8: Do not complain
about anything to which
you need not subject
yourself.

If you voluntarily choose a path, you have no right to complain
about its consequences. This rule promotes accountability and
personal responsibility. It discourages victimhood and encourages
proactive change. If you do not like something, change it or
accept it, but do not whine about it.



Rule 9: Do not harm little
children.

This is one of the most straightforward and humane rules. It
prohibits physical or psychological harm to children. In the
context of the satanism rules in the satanic bible, this rule
protects the innocent and vulnerable. It also implies that children
should be allowed to grow and learn naturally without being
indoctrinated into any belief system.

Rule 10: Do not kill non-
human animals unless
attacked or for food.

This rule opposes wanton cruelty to animals. It allows for self-
defense and for killing for sustenance (hunting or farming), but it
condemns pointless violence. This aligns with a respectful view of
nature and the food chain. The Satanist is not wasteful or sadistic
toward other creatures.

Rule 11: When walking in
open territory, bother no
one. If someone bothers

you, ask them to stop. If

they do not stop, destroy
them.

This is the ultimate rule of self-defense and territorial integrity. It
advocates for peaceful coexistence but demands decisive action
when threatened. The word "destroy" is figurative and means to
neutralize the threat by any means necessary, whether that
means leaving, calling authorities, or physically defending
yourself. It is a rule of last resort.

THE NINE SATANIC STATEMENTS

Before the rules, LaVey presents the Nine Satanic Statements,
which outline the core beliefs of the philosophy. These
statements are often misunderstood, so it is important to read
them in their full context. They form the ideological foundation on
which the satanism rules in the satanic bible are built.
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Statement 1: Satan represents indulgence, instead of
abstinence. This encourages the fulfillment of natural
human desires rather than their suppression.

Statement 2: Satan represents vital existence, instead of
spiritual pipe dreams. This focuses on the here and now,
not on an afterlife.

Statement 3: Satan represents undefiled wisdom, instead
of hypocritical self-deceit. This values honest knowledge
and critical thinking.

Statement 4: Satan represents kindness to those who
deserve it, instead of love wasted on ingrates. This is a
transactional view of kindness, not unconditional love.
Statement 5: Satan represents vengeance, instead of
turning the other cheek. This advocates for justice and
retribution when appropriate.

Statement 6: Satan represents responsibility to the
responsible, instead of concern for psychic vampires. This
protects the energetic and autonomous from those who
drain them.

Statement 7: Satan represents man as just another
animal, sometimes better, more often worse than those
that walk on all-fours. This is a humanistic and biological
perspective.

Statement 8: Satan represents all of the so-called sins, as
they all lead to physical, mental, or emotional gratification.
This redefines "sin" as natural and healthy.

Statement 9: Satan is the best friend the church has ever
had, as he has kept it in business all these years. This is a
cynical observation about institutional religion.

These statements are intentionally provocative and designed to
challenge mainstream morality. They are not literal worship of a
being but rather a metaphorical alignment with the rebellious,
questioning, and life-affirming aspects of human nature.

THE NINE SATANIC SINS

In addition to the rules and statements, LaVey also outlined the
Nine Satanic Sins. These are behaviors that a Satanist should
actively avoid because they hinder personal power and clarity.
They are the opposite of the values promoted by the rules.
Understanding these sins is essential for fully grasping the
satanism rules in the satanic bible.

Stupidity: Willful ignorance or failure to use one's intellect.

Pretentiousness: Claiming to be more than you are.

Solipsism: Assuming everyone else thinks like you do.

Self-deceit: Lying to yourself to avoid uncomfortable

truths.

Herd Conformity: Mindlessly following the crowd.

Lack of Perspective: Inability to see the bigger picture.

7. Forgetting Past Orthodoxies: Ignoring the lessons of
history.

8. Counterproductive Pride: Letting ego prevent you from
adapting.

9. Lack of Aesthetics: Ignoring beauty and sensory

pleasure.
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These sins are essentially errors in thinking and behavior that
prevent a person from living an effective, empowered, and



fulfilling life. They are internal obstacles, not external moral
failures.

COMMON MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT SATANISM RULES

Many people mistakenly believe that the satanism rules in the
satanic bible promote lawlessness, evil, or criminal behavior.
This is a profound misunderstanding. The rules are designed to
create a structured, rational, and self-respecting individual. They
are consistent with many secular ethical systems, such as
utilitarianism and objectivism. The use of the word "Satan" is
symbolic, representing the adversary to arbitrary authority and
blind faith.

Another misconception is that these rules are commandments.
They are not. They are suggestions based on observation of
human nature. Unlike biblical commandments, they are not
presented as divine mandates. A Satanist is free to break or
ignore any rule if they have a rational reason to do so. The rules
are tools, not chains.

HOW MODERN PRACTITIONERS APPLY THESE RULES

Contemporary LaVeyan Satanists use these rules as a practical
guide for navigating daily life. For example, Rule 1 (don't give
unsolicited advice) might be applied in a workplace setting to
avoid overstepping boundaries. Rule 8 (don't complain about
things you choose) encourages people to take ownership of their
decisions. Rule 11 (bother no one, but defend yourself) is a
universal principle of peaceful coexistence with a strong self-
defense component.

The satanism rules in the satanic bible are especially
relevant in a world of social media and constant interaction. They
offer a framework for maintaining personal dignity, respecting
others' autonomy, and not wasting energy on fruitless endeavors.
They are, in many ways, a code for mature, rational adults.

THE ROLE OF RITUAL AND MAGIC

While the rules govern everyday behavior, LaVey also included
instructions for ritual magic in The
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