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MASTERING THE HOMOPHONES:
A COMPLETE GUIDE TO THEY RE
THEIR THERE WORKSHEET
RESOURCES

Few  aspects  of  the  English  language
cause  as  much  confusion,  even  for
nat ive  speakers ,  as  the  t r io  o f
homophones:  "they're,"  "their,"  and
"there."  These  three  words  sound
identical  in everyday speech, yet each
carr ies  a  d is t inct  meaning  and

grammatical function. Whether you are a
teacher looking for classroom materials,
a parent helping a child with homework,
or an adult striving to polish your writing,
understanding  this  distinction  is
essential.  A  They  Re  Their  There
worksheet  is  one  of  the  most  effective
tools  for  building  mastery  over  these
commonly  confused terms.  This  article
explores why these words are so tricky,
how  to  teach  them  effectively,  and
where to find the best practice materials
to ensure long-term retention.
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WHY "THEY RE THEIR THERE"
CAUSES SUCH COMMON

CONFUSION

Homophones are words that sound the
same  but  have  different  meanings  and
spellings.  English  is  full  of  them,  but
"they're,"  "their,"  and  "there"  are
uniquely problematic because they are
all high-frequency words used in almost
every  sentence  we  write.  The  brain
processes  spoken  language  differently
than written language. When we hear a
sentence like "They put over there," the
context  usually  makes  the  meaning
clear.  However,  in  writing,  there is  no
tone of voice or gesture to rely on. The
writer  must  know  the  correct  spelling
instantly.  This  is  why drilling  down on
this  specific  rule  through  repeated

practice, such as completing a targeted
They Re Their There worksheet, is so
effective.  Repetition builds  automaticity,
meaning the correct choice becomes a
habit rather than a conscious decision.

The Core Rules
at a Glance
Before diving into worksheet strategies,
i t  h e l p s  t o  h a v e  a  r o c k - s o l i d
understanding of each word. These are
the  non-negotiable  rules  that  every
worksheet  should  reinforce.

There: This word refers to a place
or location. It is the opposite of
"here." Think of the word "where"
hidden inside it. If you can answer



They Re Their There Worksheet 3

3

a question about location, "there"
is correct. Example: "The book is
over there." It can also be used as
an expletive subject in sentences
like "There is a cat on the porch."
Their: This is the possessive form
of "they." It shows ownership or
belonging. Everything in this
category belongs to a group of
people. Example: "The students
left their backpacks in the
hallway."
They're: This is a contraction of
"they are." The apostrophe takes
the place of the letter "a." If you
can substitute the words "they
are" into the sentence and it still
makes sense, then "they're" is the
correct choice. Example: "They're
going to the park after school."

USING A THEY RE THEIR THERE
WORKSHEET FOR EFFECTIVE
LEARNING

Simply reading the rules is rarely enough
to  internalize  them.  The  human  brain
learns  best  through  active  recall  and
application.  This  is  where  a  well-
designed  They  Re  Their  There
worksheet  shines.  A  good  worksheet
does not just ask the student to fill in the
blank.  It  engages  multiple  cognitive
processes, forcing the learner to analyze
the  sentence  structure,  determine  the
word's  function,  and  then  apply  the
correct spelling.
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What Makes a
High-Quality

Worksheet?
Not  all  worksheets  are  created  equal.
When  selecting  or  creating  practice
materials, look for these characteristics.
A  comprehensive  worksheet  should
include a  mix  of  exercises  that  target
different skills.

Clear Instructions: The1.
worksheet should explain the
difference between the three
words at the top. A simple
reference chart is very helpful for
younger learners or English

language learners.
Contextual Sentences: The best2.
exercises present full sentences,
not just isolated phrases. Context
is the key to understanding which
word fits. For example: "_____
going to be late for the movie
because _____ car broke down on
_____ highway." This forces the
student to consider three different
words in one sentence.
Varied Exercise Types: A single3.
worksheet might include a fill-in-
the-blank section, a multiple-
choice section, and a section
where the student must correct
errors in a paragraph. This variety
prevents boredom and challenges
the brain in different ways.
Answer Key: For self-study, an4.
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answer key is essential. It allows
the learner to check their work
immediately and learn from
mistakes in real time.

PRACTICAL STRATEGIES FOR
TEACHING "THEY RE THEIR
THERE"

Whether you are using a They Re Their
There worksheet in a classroom or at
the kitchen table, the way you introduce
the  concepts  matters  a  great  deal.
Students  often  learn  these  words  by
memorization,  but  that  approach  is
fragile.  A  better  strategy is  to  build  a
conceptual understanding.

Start with
"There" as a
Location
Begin  with  the  most  concrete  word:
"there."  It  refers  to  a  place.  You  can
physically  point  to a spot in the room
and say, "The book is over there." You
can also use the mnemonic "There has
the word 'here' in it, and both words are
about location." This gives the student a
visual  anchor.  Once  a  student  reliably
knows "there," they have eliminated one
of the three options. Now, the choice is
between two: "their" and "they're."
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Differentiate
"Their" and
"They're"
These  two  are  the  most  commonly
confused.  Here  is  a  simple  trick  that
works well with a They Re Their There
worksheet.  Tell  the student to always
test the sentence by saying "they are"
out  loud.  If  "they are"  sounds correct,
then "they're" is the answer. If it sounds
wrong, it is likely "their." For example, in
the sentence "It is _______ dog," saying
"It  is  they  are  dog"  sounds  terrible.
Therefore,  it  must  be  "their."  In  the
sentence "_______  going home,"  saying
"They  are  going  home"  is  perfect,  so

"they're" is correct.

COMMON MISTAKES AND HOW
WORKSHEETS CAN FIX THEM

Even advanced writers make errors with
these  words,  especially  when  typing
quickly.  The  most  common mistake  is
writing  "there"  when  the  possessive
"their"  is  needed,  or  writing  "their"
when  the  contraction  "they're"  is
intended.  A  targeted  They  Re  Their
There  worksheet  can  help  identify
specific  weak  points.  If  a  student
consistently  chooses  "their"  when  a
location  is  described,  the  worksheet
provides  immediate  feedback.  Over
time,  this  feedback  loop  rewires  the
brain's  spelling  habits.  The  goal  is  to
make the correct choice feel automatic.
When a student no longer has to pause
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and think about which word to use, they
have truly mastered the concept.

Using Visual
Cues and
Mnemonics
Many worksheets incorporate visual cues
or simple memory tricks.  For instance,
the  apostrophe  in  "they're"  can  be
thought of as a small arrow pointing to
the missing letter "a." The word "their"
contains the word "heir," and an heir is
someone  who  inherits  property,  which
ties back to the idea of possession. The
word "there" contains "here," which is a
location.  These  small  memory  aids,

when  reinforced  by  a  worksheet,  are
surprisingly  powerful.  They  give  the
brain multiple pathways to retrieve the
correct word.

INTEGRATING WORKSHEETS INTO
A BROADER LEARNING PLAN

A  s ing le  They  Re  Their  There
worksheet  is  a  great  start,  but  long-
term  retent ion  requires  a  more
comprehensive  approach.  Ideally,  a
student should work on these words in
short, frequent sessions rather than one
long cram session.  A good plan might
include a short worksheet on Monday, a
writing  prompt  on  Wednesday  that
specifically  requires  using  "their,"
"there,"  and  "they're,"  and  a  quiz  on
Friday. Spacing out the practice sessions
strengthens  neural  connections.



8

8 They Re Their There Worksheet 2025-05-16

Additionally,  encourage  the  student  to
read their own writing out loud. Reading
aloud  forces  the  brain  to  process  the
sentence  as  speech,  and  the  error
becomes  much  more  obvious.  For
example, if  a student writes "They put
they're shoes away," reading it aloud as
"They  put  they  are  shoes  away"
immediately  reveals  the  mistake.

Online vs.
Printable
Worksheets
Both  digital  and  printable  They  Re
Their There worksheet resources have
advantages.  Printable  worksheets  are

excellent  for  focused,  screen-free
practice.  They  are  ideal  for  classroom
set t ings  where  s tudents  work
independently.  Online  worksheets  and
interactive quizzes, on the other hand,
often provide instant feedback and can
be  more  engaging  for  tech-savvy
learners.  Many  onl ine  platforms
automatically grade the work and show
the student exactly which questions they
missed.  The  best  approach  is  often  a
hybr id  mode l ,  us ing  p r in tab le
worksheets  for  initial  instruction  and
on l i ne  qu i z zes  f o r  r ev iew  and
assessment.

ADVANCED APPLICATIONS:
BEYOND THE BASICS

Once  a  student  has  mastered  simple
sentences  like  "They  put  their  books
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over there," it is time to move to more
complex structures. Advanced They Re
Their  There  worksheet  exercises
include  full  paragraphs  with  multiple
errors.  For  example:  "They're  dog  is
always barking. I think there going to get
a complaint from there neighbors. Their
i s  a  n o i s e  o r d i n a n c e  i n  t h i s
neighborhood." In this case, every single
word is wrong. Correcting a paragraph
like this requires the student to carefully
analyze  each  instance  and  apply  the
rules  under  more  realistic  conditions.
T h i s  m i r r o r s  t h e  c h a l l e n g e  o f
proofreading real-world writing, such as
emails, essays, or reports.

Using
Worksheets for
English
Language
Learners (ELL)
For  students  learning  English  as  a
second language, homophones present a
unique  challenge.  They  may  not  have
the  same  auditory  intuition  as  native
speakers, making the phonetic similarity
even more confusing. For these learners,
a  They  Re  Their  There  worksheet
should include plenty of visual support
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and explicit instruction. Pre-teaching the
vocabulary  in  each  sentence  is  also
helpful. For an ELL student, the sentence
"They left their jackets over there" might
contain  three  unknown  words:  "left,"
"jackets,"  and  "over."  If  the  student
cannot  understand  the  sentence,  they
cannot correctly choose the homophone.
Therefore, worksheets for ELL students
should  use  simple,  high-frequency
vocabulary  in  the  example  sentences.

CREATING YOUR OWN CUSTOM
WORKSHEET

Sometimes, the best resource is one you
create yourself. If you are a teacher or
parent,  designing  a  custom  They  Re
Their There worksheet allows you to
target specific student weaknesses. Start
by  writing  ten  sentences  that  use  all

three words correctly. Then, replace the
correct words with blanks. Make sure the
sentences are relevant to the student's
interests. If the student loves soccer, use
sentences  about  soccer.  Personal
connection  increases  engagement.  You
can also create a matching game where
the student must pair each word with its
definition and an example sentence. The
act of creating the worksheet can even
be  a  learning  activity  in  itself  if  you
involve the student in the process.

THE ROLE OF READING IN
REINFORCING CORRECT USAGE

While  worksheets  are  excellent  for
deliberate practice, exposure to correct
English  in  books,  articles,  and  other
written  materials  is  just  as  important.
The  brain  subconsciously  absorbs
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patterns  through  reading.  When  a
student sees "They left their homework
on  the  table"  in  a  book,  the  correct
spelling of "their" is reinforced. A They
Re  Their  There  worksheet  provides
the focused repetition, but wide reading
provides the natural context. Encourage
students  to  be  word  detectives.  When
they are reading for pleasure, ask them
to find every instance of "their," "there,"
and  "they're"  on  a  single  page.  This
simple activity turns reading into a live
grammar lesson.

TRACKING PROGRESS WITH
WORKSHEETS

One of  the  most  satisfying  aspects  of
using worksheets is the ability to track
progress over time. A student who starts
with a score of 50% on a They Re Their

There worksheet and improves to 95%
after two weeks of practice can see their
own growth.  This  tangible  evidence of
improvement is highly motivating. Keep
a  folder  of  completed  worksheets.
Review  the  early  sheets  to  see  what
kinds of mistakes were made. Often, a
student will consistently make the same
type  of  error,  such  as  always  using
"there" when "their" is needed. Once you
identify this pattern, you can customize
the  practice  to  target  that  specific
weakness. Progress tracking transforms
a  simple  worksheet  from  a  one-time
exercise into a long-term learning tool.

COMMON PITFALLS TO AVOID
WHEN TEACHING THESE WORDS

Even  well-intentioned  teaching  can
sometimes backfire. One common pitfall



12

12 They Re Their There Worksheet 2025-05-16

is  teaching all  three words at  once to
very young learners. Developmentally, it
is often better to teach "there" first, then
"their,"  and  then  "they're."  Another
pitfall  is  emphasizing  the  "they  are"
substitution rule without explaining that
"their"  and  "there"  have  completely

different  meanings.  Finally,  avoid
overwhelming the student with too many
worksheets  at  once.  A  single,  well-
designed  They  Re  Their  There
worksheet  done  well  is  worth  more
than three worksheets done care


