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INTRODUCTION

In the vast landscape of contemporary romance literature, few novels manage to blend heartache,
humor, and redemption as seamlessly as This Heart Of Mine by Susan Elizabeth Phillips.
Published as part of her acclaimed Chicago Stars series, this novel stands out for its deeply flawed
yet lovable characters, its exploration of second chances, and its unwavering belief in the power of
love to heal even the most broken spirits. Whether you are a longtime fan of Phillips or new to her
work, This Heart Of Mine by Susan Elizabeth Phillips  offers a reading experience that is both
emotionally resonant and utterly entertaining. In this article, we will delve into every facet of the
book—its plot, characters, themes, and lasting impact—while ensuring that you understand why this
novel continues to capture readers’ hearts years after its publication.

PLOT OVERVIEW: A STORY OF DECEPTION, REDEMPTION, AND TRUE LOVE

At the center of This Heart Of Mine by Susan Elizabeth Phillips is Molly Somerville, a woman
who has spent most of her life in the shadow of her glamorous older sister, Phoebe. Molly is a
children’s book author and illustrator, but she is best known in her family for a single, life-altering
mistake: she confessed to a crime she did not commit. After serving time in prison for a hit-and-run
accident that left a man dead, Molly emerges determined to rebuild her life. However, the small
town where she grew up—and the people she left behind—are not ready to forgive her.
The man at the heart of her redemption is Kevin Tucker, the star quarterback of the Chicago Stars
football team. Kevin is the brother of the man Molly allegedly killed, and he is consumed by anger
and grief. When Molly returns to the town where she once lived, she discovers that Kevin is now the
guardian of his late brother’s infant son, a child who is central to the story’s emotional core. What
follows is a tense, slow-burn romance in which Molly and Kevin must confront their painful past,
learn to trust each other, and ultimately discover that love can transcend even the most devastating
of circumstances.
The plot of This Heart Of Mine by Susan Elizabeth Phillips is expertly crafted, weaving together
moments  of  high drama with genuine humor.  The author  does not  shy away from the moral
complexities of Molly’s past, nor does she let Kevin’s anger become one-dimensional. Instead, the
story unfolds with a natural rhythm that keeps readers turning pages, eager to see how these two
wounded souls will find their way to each other.

CHARACTER ANALYSIS: MOLLY SOMERVILLE AND KEVIN TUCKER

Molly Somerville: The Scapegoat Seeking
Redemption
Molly is one of Susan Elizabeth Phillips’ most memorable heroines. She is quirky, artistic, and fiercely
independent, yet she carries the heavy burden of guilt and shame. Her confession to the hit-and-run
was a desperate act to protect someone she loved—but the consequences have been devastating.
In prison, Molly learned to survive by keeping her head down and trusting no one. When she returns
to the outside world,  she is determined to start  fresh, but the stigma of her past follows her
everywhere.
What makes Molly so compelling is her resilience. She does not wallow in self-pity; instead, she
channels her energy into rebuilding her relationship with her niece and nephew and into pursuing
her passion for children’s literature. Her vulnerability is balanced by a sharp wit and a refusal to be
defeated.  Readers  will  root  for  Molly  from  the  very  first  chapter,  and  her  journey  toward  self-
forgiveness  is  one  of  the  novel’s  most  powerful  arcs.

Kevin Tucker: The Grieving Hero with a
Heart of Gold
Kevin Tucker is the quintessential Susan Elizabeth Phillips hero: strong, alpha, and deeply wounded.
As a professional quarterback, he is accustomed to control and success, but his personal life is in
shambles. The death of his brother has left him filled with rage, and he channels that anger into his
football career. When Molly reenters his life, Kevin’s initial reaction is pure hostility. He cannot
understand why she is back, and he is determined to make her pay for the pain she caused.
Yet, as the story progresses, Kevin’s layers are peeled away. He is not merely a vengeful man; he is
a  devoted  uncle  who  loves  his  nephew  with  fierce  protectiveness.  He  is  also  a  man  who  secretly
longs for connection, though he has built walls around his heart. The transformation of Kevin from a
man consumed by bitterness to one who can finally open himself up to love is handled with nuance
and emotional depth. His chemistry with Molly is electric, and their clashes are as passionate as
their moments of tenderness.
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Supporting Characters: Family, Friends,
and the Chicago Stars Universe
This Heart Of Mine by Susan Elizabeth Phillips is enriched by a cast of supporting characters
who add layers of complexity to the story. Phoebe, Molly’s sister, is a former model and a woman
struggling with her own guilt and secrets. The dynamic between the sisters is fraught with jealousy,
love, and misunderstandings, and it forms a vital subplot. Kevin’s teammates, including recurring
characters from the Chicago Stars series, provide both comic relief and a sense of community. The
children in the story—especially Kevin’s nephew—are not mere plot devices; they are fully realized
individuals who drive the emotional stakes of the narrative.

MAJOR THEMES IN THIS HEART OF MINE

Redemption and Second Chances
At its core, This Heart Of Mine by Susan Elizabeth Phillips is a novel about redemption. Molly
has made a terrible mistake, but the book asks whether she deserves a second chance. The answer,
Phillips suggests, is yes—but only if she is willing to confront the truth and make amends. Kevin, too,
must redeem himself from the prison of his own anger. The theme of second chances is handled
with  maturity,  avoiding  easy  answers  and instead showing that  forgiveness  is  a  process  that
requires courage and vulnerability.

The Complexity of Family Ties
Family relationships are central to the plot. Molly’s decision to confess was motivated by a desire to
protect her sister, and the fallout of that decision has strained their bond. Kevin’s role as a guardian
forces him to confront his own unresolved feelings about his brother.  The novel explores how
families can both wound and heal us, and how love sometimes requires making impossible choices.

Love as a Healing Force
The romance between Molly and Kevin is not a simple escape from their problems; it is the catalyst
for their healing. Through their relationship, they learn to trust, to communicate, and to let go of the
past. Phillips masterfully demonstrates that love does not erase pain, but it can make the pain
bearable and point the way toward a brighter future.

WHY THIS HEART OF MINE STANDS OUT IN ROMANCE LITERATURE

Susan Elizabeth Phillips is known for her ability to blend humor with emotional depth, and This

Heart Of Mine by Susan Elizabeth Phillips is a prime example of her talent. The novel tackles
serious  subjects—grief,  guilt,  incarceration,  and  family  secrets—without  ever  becoming
melodramatic. The dialogue is sharp and witty, and the romantic tension is palpable. Moreover, the
book is part of a beloved series, so longtime readers will appreciate the cameos from characters like
Dan Calebow and Jane Darlington, but it works perfectly as a standalone.
Another reason for its lasting appeal is the authenticity of the characters. Molly and Kevin are not
perfect; they make mistakes, say hurtful things, and struggle with their demons. Their journey feels
real, and their eventual happiness is earned, not handed to them. This is romance writing at its
finest—a story that satisfies the heart while also engaging the mind.

RECEPTION AND CRITICAL ACCLAIM

Since its release, This Heart Of Mine by Susan Elizabeth Phillips has garnered praise from
readers and critics alike. It has appeared on bestseller lists and continues to be recommended by
romance enthusiasts across the globe. Reviewers often highlight the emotional intensity of the
story, the depth of the character development, and the skillful way Phillips balances dark moments
with humor. On platforms like Goodreads, the book maintains a high rating, with readers citing it as
a favorite in the Chicago Stars series. Many have noted that the novel’s exploration of forgiveness
and redemption resonates long after the final page.

COMPARISON WITH OTHER BOOKS IN THE CHICAGO STARS SERIES

The Chicago Stars series includes beloved titles such as It Had to Be You, Heaven, Texas, and
Nobody’s Baby But Mine. What sets This Heart Of Mine by Susan Elizabeth Phillips apart is its
darker undertones. While the earlier books are lighter and more overtly comedic, this novel delves
into themes of crime and punishment. Yet, it retains the signature warmth and sexiness of the
series.  For  fans  who  have  followed  the  Chicago  Stars  from  the  beginning,  this  book  offers  a
satisfying evolution of the world Phillips has created, while newcomers will find it a compelling entry
point.

READING GUIDE: WHO SHOULD READ THIS HEART OF MINE?

Fans of emotional, character-driven romance – If you enjoy stories where the
protagonists must overcome internal and external obstacles, this book is for you.
Readers who appreciate flawed heroes and heroines – Molly and Kevin are not perfect,
and their growth is central to the story.
Anyone who loves a slow-burn romance – The relationship develops gradually, making the
eventual payoff all the more satisfying.
Fans of sports romance – While football is a backdrop, it adds a layer of excitement and
authenticity.
Those who value themes of redemption – The novel’s exploration of guilt and forgiveness
is both moving and thought-provoking.
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WHERE TO START: READING ORDER SUGGESTIONS

Although This Heart Of Mine by Susan Elizabeth Phillips can be read as a standalone, many
readers prefer to experience the Chicago Stars series in order. The recommended sequence begins
with It Had to Be You, followed by Heaven, Texas, Nobody’s Baby But Mine, Dream a Little Dream,
and then This Heart Of Mine. Reading the earlier novels will provide background on the recurring
characters and the world of the Chicago Stars, but it is not strictly necessary.

CONCLUSION

This Heart Of Mine by Susan Elizabeth Phillips  remains a standout in the romance genre
because it refuses to take shortcuts. It gives readers a heroine who must fight for her place in the
world, a hero who must learn to let go of his anger, and a love story that blossoms out of the ashes
of tragedy. With its perfect balance of humor, heartbreak, and hope, this novel has earned its place
on  the  shelves  of  romance  lovers  everywhere.  Whether  you  are  reading  it  for  the  first  time  or
revisiting an old favorite, the story of Molly and Kevin will remind you that even the most damaged
hearts can learn to love again.


