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MASTERING THE
FSA ELA READING
PRACTICE TEST:
QUESTIONS ON
ODYSSEUS AND
THE SIRENS

The  Florida  Standards
Assessments  (FSA)  in
English  Language Arts
( E L A )  c h a l l e n g e
s t u d e n t s  t o  r e a d
deeply, think critically,
and write  with  clarity.

A m o n g  t h e  m o s t
engaging  passages
commonly featured on
these  exams  is  the
timeless  episode  of
Odysseus  and  the
Sirens  from  Homer’s
epic, The Odyssey. This
m y t h i c
encounter—where  a
hero  must  navigate  a
d e a d l y
temptation—offers  rich
oppor tun i t ies  fo r
analysis,  inference,
and  textual  evidence.
For students preparing
for the FSA ELA reading
p r a c t i c e  t e s t ,
understanding  how  to
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approach questions on
this  classic  story  can
make  the  difference
between a good score
and a great  one.  This
guide  explores  the
types of questions you
will  encounter,  the
skills  they  test,  and
how  to  apply  effective
strategies  using  Fsa
Ela Reading Practice
Tes t  Ques t i ons
Odysseus  And  The
Sirens as your central
focus.

WHY THE FSA ELA
FEATURES
ODYSSEUS AND
THE SIRENS

T h e  e n c o u n t e r
between Odysseus and
the Sirens is a staple of
literary  education  for
good reason. It serves
as a powerful allegory
for  self-discipl ine,
leadership,  and  the
h u m a n  s t r u g g l e
against distraction. The
FSA  ELA  test  often

selects  this  passage
because  i t  a l lows
examiners to assess a
wide range of  reading
competencies  in  a
s i n g l e ,  c o m p a c t
narrative.  When  you
encounter  Fsa  Ela
Reading  Practice
Tes t  Ques t i ons
Odysseus  And  The
Sirens,  you  are  not
just  being  tested  on
recall;  you  are  being
evaluated  on  your
ab i l i ty  to  ana lyze
character  motivation,
interpret  figurative
language, and connect
themes across a text.
The  passage  typically
r e c o u n t s  h o w
Odysseus,  warned  by
Circe,  orders  his  men
to plug their ears with
beeswax and tie him to
the mast of the ship so
he can hear the Sirens’
i r r e s i s t i b l e  song
without  steering  the
vessel  to  destruction.
This  scenario  presents
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mult ip le  layers  of
complexity,  making  it
ideal  for  the  kinds  of
multi-part  questions
that  define  the  FSA
ELA.

UNDERSTANDING
THE QUESTION
TYPES ON THE FSA
ELA

When  you  sit  down
with Fsa Ela Reading
P r a c t i c e  T e s t
Questions  Odysseus
And The Sirens,  you
will  likely  encounter
s e v e r a l  d i s t i n c t
quest ion  formats.
Familiarizing  yourself
with these will  reduce
test-day  anxiety  and
i m p r o v e  y o u r
efficiency.

Multiple
Choice

Questions
These  are  the  bread
and  bu t te r  o f  t he
reading  section.  They
may ask you to identify
t h e  m a i n  i d e a ,
determine the meaning
of a word in context, or
recognize a character’s
pr imary  t ra i t .  For
example,  a  question
might ask: “What is the
p r i m a r y  r e a s o n
Odysseus  orders  his
men to tie him to the
mast?”  The  correct
answer  would  require
you to understand that
he  wants  to  hear  the
Sirens’  song  without
succumbing to its fatal
lure.  The  distractors
might  suggest  he  is
a f r a i d  o f  f a l l i n g
overboard  or  that  he
wants to test his men’s
loyalty.
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Evidence-
Based
Selected
Response

(EBSR)
This  is  a  hallmark  of
the FSA ELA. An EBSR
question has two parts.
Part A asks a literal or
inferential  question,
and Part B asks you to
select the sentence or
sentences  from  the
passage  that  best
support your answer in
Part  A.  For  Fsa  Ela
Reading  Practice
Tes t  Ques t i ons
Odysseus  And  The
Sirens, you might see
Part  A  ask:  “Which
word  best  describes
Odysseus’s  attitude
toward  the  Sirens?”
Par t  B  wou ld  then

require  you  to  find  the
tex tua l  ev idence
proving  he  is  both
curious  and  cautious.
Mastering  the  EBSR
format  is  critical.

Multiselec
t
Questions
These  questions  ask
you  to  select  all  that
apply  from  a  l ist  of
options.  For  instance,
you  might  be  asked:
“Which  two  themes
from the  passage  are
m o s t  c l e a r l y
developed?”  Possible
themes  could  include
t h e  v a l u e  o f
foreknowledge,  the
danger  of  unchecked
c u r i o s i t y ,  o r  t h e
i m p o r t a n c e  o f
teamwork.  You  must
choose  two,  and  both
must be supported by
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the text.

Short and
Extended
Response
Questions
Whi le  the  reading
section  is  primarily
multiple  choice,  some
practice  tests  include
constructed-response
items.  You  might  be
asked to write a brief
paragraph  explaining
h o w  O d y s s e u s
demonstrates  both
w i s d o m  a n d
reck lessness .  For
extended  responses,
you  could  be  tasked
with  comparing  the
leadership  style  of
O d y s s e u s  i n  t h i s
episode  to  another
leader  from  a  different
p a s s a g e .  T h e s e
questions demand that

you  cite  specific
textual  evidence  and
explain your reasoning
clearly.

KEY READING
SKILLS TESTED BY
THE ODYSSEUS
AND THE SIRENS
PASSAGE

To  excel  on  Fsa  Ela
Reading  Practice
Tes t  Ques t i ons
Odysseus  And  The
Sirens ,  you  must
apply  several  core
reading  skills.  This
passage is  particularly
effective  at  assessing
the  following:

Character
Analysis:
Students must
infer Odysseus’s
complex
personality—his
cunning, his
pride, and his
deep desire for
knowledge.
Theme
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Identification:
The story
explores the
theme of
temptation and
the sacrifices
required to
overcome it.
Students must
distinguish
between a topic
(temptation) and
a theme (wisdom
often requires
enduring
temporary
discomfort for
long-term gain).
Vocabulary in
Context: Words
like “enthralling,”
“treacherous,”
and “resist”
often appear.
Questions may
ask students to
determine the
meaning of these
words based on
how they are
used in the
passage.

Inference and
Drawing
Conclusions:
The text never
directly states
that Odysseus is
conflicted.
Students must
infer this from his
actions and
dialogue.
Cause and
Effect:
Understanding
why the Sirens
song is
dangerous and
what would
happen if
Odysseus gave in
is fundamental to
comprehending
the plot.

SAMPLE FSA ELA
PRACTICE
QUESTIONS:
ODYSSEUS AND
THE SIRENS

Let’s  work  through
some sample questions



Fsa Ela Reading Practice Test Questions
Odysseus And The Sirens 7

7

that  mirror  what  you
might  find  on  the
actual FSA ELA reading
practice  test.  These
examples are designed
to help you internalize
the  format  and  the
reasoning  process.

Sample
Question
1
(Multiple
Choice)
Passage  excerpt:
“The Sirens, they sat in
their meadow, and the
beach before them was
piled  high  with  the
bones of men they had
devoured.  Odysseus,
feeling  the  ache  of
curiosity,  ordered  his
crew to tie him tighter
to the mast.”

Question:  The phrase
“the  beach  before
them  was  piled  high
with the bones of men”
primarily serves to —

A. describe the
setting
B. foreshadow
the danger
Odysseus faces
C. compare the
Sirens to other
monsters
D. show that the
Sirens are
hungry

Correct  Answer:  B.
The  descr ipt ion  of
bones foreshadows the
deadly  outcome  that
awaits  if  Odysseus
succumbs to the song.

Sample
Question
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2
(Evidence
-Based
Selected
Response

)
P a r t  A :  W h i c h
s t a t e m e n t  b e s t
d e s c r i b e s  t h e
relationship  between
Odysseus and his crew
in this episode?

Odysseus trusts1.
his crew
completely and
gives them full
authority.
Odysseus2.
commands his
crew with strict
orders, and they
obey without
question.

The crew resents3.
Odysseus for
putting them in
danger.
The crew is4.
jealous of
Odysseus’s
desire to hear
the song.

Part  B:  Select  the
sentence  from  the
passage  that  best
supports  your  answer
to Part A.

“They feared the
unknown but
trusted their
captain.”
“Without a word,
they plugged
their ears with
beeswax and
bound him
tighter.”
“Odysseus wept
in frustration as
the song grew
faint.”
“The crew
argued among
themselves
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before agreeing
to his plan.”

Answer  Key:  Part  A:
B .  O d y s s e u s
commands  and  they
obey. Part B: “Without
a  word,  they  plugged
t h e i r  e a r s  w i t h
beeswax  and  bound
him  t ighter .”  This
shows  immediate,
obedient  action.

Sample
Question
3
(Multisele
ct)
Question:  Which  two
o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g
s t a t e m e n t s  b e s t
identify  the  central
t h e m e s  o f  t h e
passage?

Great leaders1.
make decisions
alone.
Curiosity must be2.
balanced with
caution.
Teamwork is3.
sometimes
necessary for
survival.
All monsters can4.
be defeated
through strength.

Correct  Answers:  2
a n d  3 .  O d y s s e u s
ba lances  h i s  own
cur ios i ty  wi th  the
safety of the ship, and
he relies on his crew to
succeed.

STRATEGIES FOR
ANSWERING FSA
ELA QUESTIONS
ON THIS PASSAGE

To  maximize  your
performance  on  Fsa
Ela Reading Practice
Tes t  Ques t i ons
Odysseus  And  The
Sirens,  adopt  these
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proven  strategies:

Read the
Passage
Carefully,
Then
Read It
Again
Do not  rush.  The FSA
ELA  is  not  a  speed-
reading  contest.  Read
the  passage  once  to
understand  the  story
and a second time to
identify  key  details.
Pay close attention to
dialogue,  character
r e a c t i o n s ,  a n d
descriptive  language.
Underline  or  highlight
phrases  that  seem
important,  such  as
“tied  to  the  mast,”
“filled  the  air,”  and

“ached  with  longing.”

Annotate
the Text
If the test allows note-
taking, use it. Jot down
quick  notes  about
character  motivation,
t o n e ,  a n d  m a j o r
events.  For  example,
next to the part where
Odysseus weeps while
tied  to  the  mast,  you
might  write:  “shows
internal  conflict  –
wants to go but knows
h e  c a n n o t . ”  T h i s
annotation  will  help
you  quickly  locate
e v i d e n c e  w h e n
a n s w e r i n g  E B S R
questions.

Tackle
Evidence-
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Based
Questions
Strategic

ally
For  EBSR  items,  read
Part  A  first,  form  an
answer  in  your  mind,
and then use Part B to
confirm  it.  Do  the
opposite  if  you  get
s t u c k :  r e a d  t h e
evidence  options  in
Par t  B  to  he lp  you
deduce  the  correct
answer for Part A. The
two parts are designed
to work together.

Eliminate
Wrong

Answers
For  multiple-choice
questions,  cross  out
options that are clearly
wrong.  If  an  answer
inc ludes  ext reme
language like “always”
or  “never,”  it  is  often
incorrect. Also, discard
options that are true in
a  general  sense  but
not  supported  by  the
specific  passage.  For
i n s t a n c e ,  s a y i n g
“Odysseus was brave”
might  be  true,  but  if
the  quest ion  asks
about  h is  pr imary
mot ivat ion  in  th is
scene,  “bravery”  may
not be the best answer
if the passage focuses
more on his curiosity.

Pay
Attention
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to
Vocabular
y in

Context
W h e n  y o u  s e e  a
vocabulary  question,
do not  simply  rely  on
your  memory  of  the
word.  Re-read  the
sentence in which the
word appears and the
t w o  s e n t e n c e s
surrounding  it.  Ask
yoursel f :  “What  is
happening here? What
tone is being set?” This
will  help  you  choose
the  correct  definition.
For example, the word
“enthralling”  in  the
context  of  the  Sirens’
s o n g  m e a n s
“captivating”  but  with
a  d a n g e r o u s
undertone,  not  simply
“pleasant.”

Practice
with a
Timer
The FSA ELA is timed.
To  bu i ld  s tamina ,
p r a c t i c e  w i t h  a
stopwatch.  Try  to
complete a realistic set
of  Fsa  Ela  Reading
P r a c t i c e  T e s t
Questions  Odysseus
And The Sirens in 30
minutes. This will train
your  brain  to  work
efficiently  without
sacrificing  accuracy.

COMMON PITFALLS
TO AVOID

Even  strong  readers
make mistakes on the
FSA ELA. Here are the
most  common  traps
associated  with  the
Odysseus  and  the
Sirens  passage:

Overthinking
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the Mythology:
Stick to the text
provided. Do not
add outside
knowledge about
The Odyssey that
is not present in
the exam
passage. The
test writers may
adapt the story,
so what you
know from class
might not match
the passage
exactly.
Choosing
Answers Based
on Personal
Opinion: The
question asks
what the text
says, not what
you think. If you
feel Odysseus
made a foolish
decision, but the
passage portrays
him as wise,
choose the
answer that
matches the

text.
Ignoring the
Second Part of
EBSR
Questions:
Some students
answer Part A
and then quickly
pick any quote
for Part B. This is
a costly error.
The evidence is
as important as
the claim.
Reading
Questions
Before the
Passage: While
this works for
some, reading
questions first
can cause you to
read the passage
in a biased way,
looking only for
specific answers
and missing the
overall meaning.
For a narrative
passage like
Odysseus and
the Sirens,
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reading the story
first usually
yields better
comprehension.

CONNECTING THE

PASSAGE TO
BROADER FSA ELA
SKILLS

Your work with Fsa Ela
Reading Practice


