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YOUR NURSING
RESUME
OBJECTIVE: THE
KEY TO LANDING
YOUR DREAM ROLE

In the competitive field
of  healthcare,  your
resume  is  often  the
first  impression  you
m a k e  o n  a  h i r i n g
manager.  For  nurses,
that  first  impression
needs  to  convey  not
just your qualifications,
but your passion, your
goals, and your fit for a
specific  role.  One  of
the most powerful tools
to  achieve  this  is  a

well-crafted  objective
f o r  a  n u r s i n g
resume .  Far  f rom
being  an  outdated
r e l i c ,  a  t a r g e t e d
objective can act as a
strategic  opening
s t a t e m e n t ,
immediately  telling  a
nurse recruiter exactly
what you bring to the
table  and  what  you
hope  to  achieve.  This
article  will  guide  you
through everything you
need  to  know  about
writing  a  compelling
n u r s i n g  r e s u m e
objective that gets you
noticed.
Whether  you  are  a
seasoned  Registered
Nurse (RN) looking for
a  c h a n g e ,  a  n e w
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graduate  launching
y o u r  c a r e e r ,  o r  a
Licensed  Practical
Nurse (LPN) seeking a
s p e c i a l t y ,  y o u r
objective sets the tone.
I t  br idges  the  gap
b e t w e e n  y o u r
background  and  the
employer's  needs.  A
generic  objective  like
"Seeking  a  nursing
position"  is  a  missed
opportunity. Instead, a
focused ,  ta i lo red
objective demonstrates
that  you  have  done
y o u r  h o m e w o r k ,
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
demands  of  the  role,
and  are  genuinely
i n t e r e s t e d  i n
contributing  to  that
specific  team.  Let's
explore how to craft a
standout objective that
opens doors.

WHAT EXACTLY IS
A NURSING
RESUME

OBJECTIVE?

A  nursing  resume
objective  is  a  short,
targeted  statement
placed  at  the  top  of
y o u r  r e s u m e ,
immediately after your
contact  information.  It
typically  consists  of
two to three sentences
that  summarize  your
professional  goals,
relevant  skills,  and
wha t  you  hope  t o
achieve in the position.
Unlike  a  professional
s u m m a r y ,  w h i c h
recaps  your  entire
career, an objective is
forward-looking.  It
answers  the  question:
"What do you want to
d o  n e x t ,  a n d  w h y
should we hire you to
do it?"
F o r  n u r s e s ,  t h i s
objective is particularly
valuable  because  it
allows you to highlight
a  specific  area  of
nursing,  a clinical  skill
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set,  or  a  patient  care
p h i l o s o p h y .  F o r
e x a m p l e ,  a  n e w
graduate  might  state
their  desire  to  apply
their clinical training in
a fast-paced Med-Surg
u n i t ,  w h i l e  a n
experienced  ER  nurse
might emphasize their
commitment to trauma
c a r e  a n d  c r i t i c a l
thinking.  The  key  is
that  the  object ive
aligns  your  personal
career  ambitions  with
the mission and values
o f  the  hea l thcare
facil ity.

Resume
Objective
vs.
Professio

nal
Summary
for
Nurses
I t  i s  c o m m o n  t o
confuse  a  resume
o b j e c t i v e  w i t h  a
professional  summary,
but they serve different
purposes:

Resume
Objective: Best
for new
graduates,
career changers,
or nurses
targeting a
specific role. It
focuses on your
goals and how
you plan to use
your skills to
benefit the
employer. It is
less about past
experience and



4

4 Objective For A Nursing Resume 2024-06-25

more about
future potential.
Professional
Summary: Ideal
for experienced
nurses with a
long work
history. It
summarizes your
achievements,
years of
experience, and
key
competencies. It
is backward-
looking and
highlights your
proven track
record.

If  you  have  significant
nursing experience (5+
y e a r s )  a n d  a r e
applying  for  a  similar
role,  a  summary  may
be  more  effective.
However,  if  you are a
new  nurse,  switching
specialties, or applying
for  a  highly  specific
position  like  a  nurse
educator  or  a  travel
nurse,  a  well-written

objective can give you
a competitive edge.

WHY A STRONG
OBJECTIVE
MATTERS FOR
NURSES

In a sea of applications,
hiring managers spend
only  a  few  seconds
scanning each resume.
A  powerful  objective
for a nursing resume
c a n  h o o k  t h e i r
attention  immediately.
Here is why it matters:

Demonstrates
Focus: A generic
resume suggests
you will take any
job. A tailored
objective shows
you have a clear
career path and
are genuinely
interested in that
specific unit or
facility.
Highlights Key
Skills Early: You
can front-load
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essential
keywords such
as "critical care,"
"patient
advocacy,"
"wound
management," or
"electronic
health records
(EHR)" to pass
Applicant
Tracking
Systems (ATS)
and catch the
recruiter's eye.
Explains Your
Story: If you are
transitioning
from adult
nursing to
pediatrics, or
from floor
nursing to a
clinic role, the
objective
provides context
for your
unconventional
background.
Shows
Confidence and
Initiative: A

strong objective
conveys that you
understand the
demands of the
job and are
ready to meet
them.

KEY COMPONENTS
OF AN EFFECTIVE
NURSING RESUME
OBJECTIVE

To  write  a  compelling
objective, you need to
include  specific
elements.  A  vague
statement will do more
harm than good. Here
a r e  t h e  f o u r  c o r e
components:

The Role and1.
Setting: State
the exact
position (e.g.,
"Registered
Nurse in the
Emergency
Department,"
"Pediatric LPN,"
"Home Health
RN"). Be specific.
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Your Top Skills2.
or
Qualifications:
Mention 2-3
relevant
strengths, such
as
"compassionate
patient care,"
"advanced
cardiac life
support (ACLS)
certification," or
"experience with
ventilator
management."
Your Career3.
Goal (Aligned
with the
Employer):
Explain what you
hope to achieve
in this role. For
example, "to
provide
evidence-based,
holistic care to a
diverse patient
population" or
"to contribute to
a collaborative
team focused on

patient safety."
Value to the4.
Organization:
Implicitly or
explicitly, show
how your skills
will benefit the
facility. Phrases
like "support the
mission of
patient-centered
care" or "help
reduce
readmission
rates through
diligent
discharge
planning"
demonstrate
strategic
thinking.

HOW TO WRITE A
COMPELLING
NURSING
OBJECTIVE: A
STEP-BY-STEP
GUIDE

Writing  a  powerful
objective  does  not
have  to  be  difficult.
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Follow  these  steps  to
t a i l o r  i t  t o  y o u r
situation:

Step 1:
Research
the Job
Descripti
on
Identify  the  keywords
a n d  p h r a s e s  t h e
employer  uses.  Do
t h e y  e m p h a s i z e
" t e a m w o r k , "
"compassion,"  "critical
thinking,"  or  "fast-
paced  environment"?
Incorporate  these
terms  naturally  into
your  objective.  For
instance, if  the job ad
stresses  "collaborative
care,"  your  objective
should  reflect  a
c o m m i t m e n t  t o
teamwork.

Step 2:
Identify
Your
Unique
Selling
Points
What  sets  you  apart?
Are  you  bilingual?  Do
you have a certification
in  oncology  (OCN)  or
wound care (CWOCN)?
Have you worked in a
Magnet - recogn ized
hospital?  Include  one
o r  t w o  s t a n d o u t
qualifications  that
directly  relate  to  the
role.

Step 3:
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Connect
Your
Goals to
the
Employer'

s Mission
Instead  of  saying  "I
w a n t  t o  g a i n
experience," reframe it
as "I want to apply my
clinical skills to support
y o u r  f a c i l i t y ' s
commitment  to  high-
qua l i t y ,  pa t i en t -
centered  care."  This
s h i f t  m a k e s  t h e
objective about mutual
benefit.

Step 4:

Write and
Refine
Draft  a  few  versions
and  choose  the  most
concise and impactful.
Aim for 1-3 sentences.
Read it aloud – does it
sound like you? Does it
flow  naturally?  Avoid
jargon  and  over ly
complex  language.

EXAMPLES OF
NURSING RESUME
OBJECTIVES BY
SPECIALTY

S e e i n g  c o n c r e t e
examples  can  spark
your  creativity.  Below
are  sample  objectives
tailored  to  different
nursing  roles.  Adjust
them  to  fit  your
experience  and  the
specific  job  you  are
targeting.
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New
Graduate
RN (Med-

Surg)
" D e d i c a t e d  a n d
compassionate  new
graduate  Registered
Nurse with BSN degree
and clinical rotations in
m e d i c a l - s u r g i c a l ,
telemetry,  and  critical
care.  Seeking  a  Staff
RN position at [Hospital
Name] to apply strong
assessment skills and a
patient-first  approach
in  a  fast-paced  Med-
Surg  unit.  Eager  to
c o n t r i b u t e  t o  a
collaborative team and
grow as a professional
n u r s e  u n d e r
e x p e r i e n c e d
preceptors."

Experienc
ed ER
Nurse
(Applying
for
Charge
Nurse)
"Compassionate  and
ski l led  Emergency
Department  RN  with
6+ years of experience
in  Leve l  I  t r auma
centers.  Proven ability
to lead rapid-response
teams,  prioritize  care
during  high-acuity
situations, and mentor
new  staff.  Seeking  a
Charge  Nurse  position
to  leverage  clinical
e x p e r t i s e ,  c r i s i s
management  skills,
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and  ded icat ion  to
improving  patient  flow
a n d  s a f e t y  i n  a
d y n a m i c  E D
environment."

LPN
Transition
ing to
Home
Health
"Licensed  Practical
Nurse with 4 years of
experience  in  long-
term care, now seeking
to transition into home
health  nursing.  Skilled
i n  m e d i c a t i o n
administration,  wound
care ,  and  pat ient
education.  Seeking  a
Home Health LPN role
where  I  can  provide
personalized,  one-on-
one care to patients in
thei r  homes  whi le

p r o m o t i n g
independence  and
quality  of  l i fe."

Pediatric
Nurse
(Seeking
Outpatien
t Clinic
Role)
" P a t i e n t - f o c u s e d
Pediatric  RN  with  5
years of experience in
an  inpatient  children's
hospital.  Expertise  in
g r o w t h  a n d
d e v e l o p m e n t
assessments,  family-
centered  care,  and
c h r o n i c  d i s e a s e
management.  Looking
to  transit ion  to  an
outpatient clinic setting
to provide continuity of
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c a r e  a n d  h e a l t h
education  to  children
and families. Dedicated
t o  c r e a t i n g  a
welcoming,  low-stress
environment for young
patients."

Travel
Nurse
(General)
" V e r s a t i l e  a n d
adaptable  Registered
Nurse with a  compact
license and 3+ years of
progressive experience
in medical-surgical and
t e l e m e t r y  u n i t s .
Seeking  a  13-week
travel  assignment  at
[Faci l i ty  Name]  to
deliver  reliable,  high-
quality  nursing  care
w h i l e  q u i c k l y
integrating  into  new
teams.  Committed  to
maintaining  flexibility,
e a r n i n g  p o s i t i v e

patient  feedback,  and
meet ing  fac i l i t y -
specific competencies."

Nurse
Educator
(Applying
to a
Hospital
Education
Departme
nt)
"Experienced RN with a
Master  of  Science  in
Nursing Education and
a  p a s s i o n  f o r
developing  the  next
generation  of  nurses.
Certified  in  BLS  and
ACLS  inst ruct ion .
S e e k i n g  a  N u r s e
Educator  position  to
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design  and  deliver
e v i d e n c e - b a s e d
training programs that
e n h a n c e  c l i n i c a l
c o m p e t e n c e  a n d
promote  a  culture  of
safety  and  excellence
at [Medical Center]."

COMMON
MISTAKES TO
AVOID WHEN
WRITING A
NURSING RESUME
OBJECTIVE

E v e n  w i t h  g o o d
intentions, it is easy to
fal l  into  traps  that
weaken your objective.
Steer  clear  of  these
common pitfalls:

Being Too
Generic:
"Seeking a
nursing position
where I can use
my skills." This
tells the recruiter
nothing. Always
specify the role
and setting.

Focusing Only
on What You
Want: An
objective should
be a two-way
street. Avoid
phrases like "I
want to gain
experience"
without
mentioning what
you will give
back. Frame it as
"I want to
contribute my
skills to help the
unit achieve..."
Making It Too
Long: Keep it to
2-3 sentences.
Recruiters scan
resumes quickly;
a paragraph-long
objective will
likely be skipped.
Using Clichés
and
Buzzwords:
Phrases like
"team player,"
"detail-oriented,"
and "hard
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worker" are
overused.
Instead, show
these traits
through specific
examples (e.g.,
"collaborated
with
multidisciplinary
team to reduce
fall rates").
Lack of
Customization:
Sending the
same objective
to every job is a
red flag. Tailor it
to each position –
it takes only a
few minutes and
can dramatically
improve your
chances.

WHEN TO USE AN
OBJECTIVE VS. A
PROFESSIONAL
SUMMARY

Deciding  between  the
two  depends  on  your
career stage and goals.

Here is a simple guide:

Use a nursing
resume
objective
when:

You are a
new
graduate
or entry-
level
nurse.
You are
changing
specialties
(e.g., from
adult to
pediatric
nursing).
You are re-
entering
the
workforce
after a
break.
You are
applying
for a highly
specific
role (e.g.,
flight
nurse,
nurse
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informatici
st).
You have a
unique
career

story that
needs
explanatio
n.


