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UNLOCK YOUR
CREATIVITY: A
FRESH LIST OF
THINGS TO DRAW
FOR FUN

Have  you  ever  sat
down  with  a  b lank
sketchbook  and  felt
your  mind  go  just  as
b lank?  You’ re  not
alone.  The  desire  to
create  is  strong,  but
the  “what”  can  be
elusive.  Whether  you
are a beginner looking
for  simple  doodles  or
an  experienced  artist
s e e k i n g  n e w
inspiration,  knowing  a

variety  of  things  to
draw  for  fun  can
transform a frustrating
creative  block  into  a
j o y f u l  m o m e n t .
Drawing  should  never
feel  l ike  a  chore;  it
should  be  a  playful
escape.  This  guide  is
p a c k e d  w i t h
imaginative,  engaging,
and  accessible  ideas
that will get your pencil
m o v i n g  a n d  y o u r
imagination  flowing.
W e ’ l l  e x p l o r e
categories  that  range
from the natural world
t o  p u r e  f a n t a s y ,
ensur ing  there  i s
something  here  for
every  mood  and  skill
level.
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WHY DRAWING
FOR FUN MATTERS

Before  diving  into  the
l i s t ,  i t  i s  w o r t h
understanding  the
v a l u e  o f  d r a w i n g
without  pressure.
When  you  focus  on
things  to  draw  for
f u n ,  y o u  a r e  n o t
aiming  for  a  gallery
masterpiece.  You  are
d o i n g  i t  f o r  t h e
p r o c e s s ,  n o t  t h e
product.  This  mindset
lowers anxiety, fosters
experimentation,  and
actual ly  helps  you
improve faster. Studies
h a v e  s h o w n  t h a t
creative  activities  like
drawing reduce stress,
improve  focus,  and
boost  problem-solving
skills.  By  keeping  a
lighthearted  approach,
you allow your brain to
m a k e  s u r p r i s i n g
connections.  So,  pick
up  a  pen,  let  go  of
perfection, and explore

these ideas.

NATURE’S SIMPLE
WONDERS:
PLANTS AND
FLOWERS

The
Beauty of
Botanical
Doodles
Flowers,  leaves,  and
t r e e s  a r e  c l a s s i c
sub jects  fo r  good
reason .  They  a re
forgiving,  varied,  and
available  everywhere.
Start with a single leaf:
observe  i ts  veins,
edges,  and  how  the
light hits it. Then try a
branch  with  multiple
leaves. Succulents and
cacti  are  especially
rewarding  because  of
t h e i r  r e p e t i t i v e ,
geometric  shapes.  A
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potted  succulent,  with
its rosette pattern, can
be sketched in minutes
but still feels satisfying.

Gardens
and
Wildflowe
rs
I f  y o u  w a n t  m o r e
complexity,  sketch  a
small  bouquet  or  a
wildflower  meadow.
Don’t  worry  about
botanical  accuracy.
Ins tead ,  focus  on
capturing the energy of
the  scene.  Use  loose,
flowing  lines  for  stems
and  quick,  scribbly
marks  fo r  pe ta l s .
Dandelions,  daisies,
and lavender are great
starting points. You can
also  combine  leaves
with simple patterns in
the  background  to

create  a  charming
composition.

ANIMALS: FROM
PETS TO
IMAGINARY
BEASTS

Your
Furry
Friends
Pets  make  wonderful
models  because  they
are full  of  personality.
A  sleeping  cat  or  a
dog’s  expression  can
be  both  challenging
a n d  h i l a r i o u s  t o
capture.  Start  with
basic  shapes:  a  circle
for the head, ovals for
the  body.  Then  add
details like ears, eyes,
and whiskers. The key
is  to  keep  it  playful.
Even a cartoon version
o f  y o u r  p e t ,  w i t h
exaggerated  features,
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is a fantastic thing to
draw for fun.

Creatures
from the
Wild
Birds  are  excellent
subjects  due  to  their
varied  silhouettes.  A
seagull, a pigeon, or a
r o b i n  –  e a c h  h a s
distinct  proportions.
Try  drawing  a  bird  in
flight,  focusing  on  the
wings’  shape  rather
than  every  feather.
Fish,  butterflies,  and
turtles  also  offer
interesting  lines  and
p a t t e r n s .  F o r  a
different  challenge,
invent a hybrid animal:
a  fox  w i th  d ragon
wings or a turtle with a
flower  shell.  This  is
w h e r e  y o u r
imaginat ion  t ru ly
shines.

EVERYDAY
OBJECTS: FINDING
ART IN THE
ORDINARY

Kitchen
Still Life
Your  own  home  is  a
t reasure  t rove  o f
d r a w i n g  s u b j e c t
matter.  Go  to  your
kitchen and pick up an
object: a coffee mug, a
whisk, a piece of fruit.
The key is to notice the
details.  How does  the
handle  curve?  Where
are the reflections on a
glass?  Even  a  single
banana can  be  drawn
in  multiple  styles  –
realistic,  cartoon,  or
abstract.  A  stack  of
books  with  different
spines,  a  cluster  of
keys, or a pair of shoes
can  create  interesting
arrangements.
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Tools and
Gadgets
Old-fashioned  objects
a d d  a  t o u c h  o f
nostalgia.  A  rotary
phone, a typewriter, or
a  vinyl  record  player
p o s e  b e a u t i f u l
geometric  challenges.
For  modern  gadgets,
t r y  d r a w i n g  y o u r
headphones tangled in
a ball, or a smartphone
with a cracked screen.
T h e  c o n t r a s t  o f
tex tu res  –  meta l ,
plastic,  glass  –  will
keep your  observation
skil ls  sharp.  These
subjects are perfect for
practicing shading and
perspective  without
the pressure of a living
model.

ABSTRACT AND
PATTERNS: THE
MEDITATIVE SIDE

OF DRAWING

Zentangl
es and
Mandalas
Sometimes  the  best
things  to  draw  for
f u n  a r e  n o t
recognizable objects at
all.  Zentangles  are
structured  patterns
that you repeat within
a  defined  space.  You
can create a square, fill
it  with  a  pattern  of
circles, lines, and dots,
then move to the next
square.  The  repetitive
motion  is  incredibly
calming. Mandalas take
this a step further with
radial  symmetry.  You
can use a compass or
draw  freehand  circles
and add petals, leaves,
and geometric shapes.
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Doodle
Landscap
es
Let  your  pen  wander
aimlessly. Start with a
squiggle, then turn that
s q u i g g l e  i n t o  a
mountain  range.  Add
tiny  houses,  clouds,
and  r ivers.  Doodle
landscapes  allow  you
to build a world without
w o r r y i n g  a b o u t
proportion.  You  can
create a cityscape with
towering buildings, or a
surreal landscape with
floating  islands.  The
only  rule  is  that  you
keep  moving  your
hand.

CHARACTERS AND
PORTRAITS:
HUMAN
INSPIRATION

Expressiv
e Faces
Drawing  faces  can  be
intimidating,  but  it  is
a l s o  i n c r e d i b l y
rewarding.  Begin  with
simple  emotions:  a
smile,  a frown, a look
of  surprise.  Use  basic
oval  shapes  and  add
eyes, nose, and mouth.
E x a g g e r a t e  t h e
features  for  a  cartoon
effect.  You  can  also
draw  from  reference
photos  of  friends  or
celebrities,  but  try  to
capture  the  essence
rather  than  a  perfect
likeness. Hair is a great
area  for  creative  line
work – curls, waves, or
spiky  cuts  offer  lots  of
variation.

Fantasy
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Character
s
I n v e n t  y o u r  o w n
character. Is it a wizard
with a long beard and a
crooked  hat?  A  robot
made  o f  recyc led
parts?  A  fairy  with
translucent  wings?
Start  with  a  simple
silhouette,  then  add
details  like  clothing,
accessories, and props.
Th ink  about  the i r
backstory:  where  do
they live? What is their
persona l i ty?  Th is
narrat ive  element
makes  drawing  feel
like  storytelling.  You
can  even  create  a
series  of  characters
that interact with each
other.

WHIMSICAL
PROMPTS TO
SPARK YOUR

IMAGINATION

“What If”
Scenarios
Some  o f  the  mos t
enjoyable  things  to
draw  for  fun  come
from asking “what if?”
What  if  clouds  were
made of cotton candy?
What if your shoes had
faces?  What  i f  you
could  shrink  down  to
the size of an ant and
explore  a  garden?
These  scenarios  free
you  from realism  and
e n c o u r a g e  p u r e
creativity.  You  can
combine  objects  in
unexpected  ways  –  a
teapot that grows legs,
a  t r e e  t h a t  b e a r s
lightbulbs  instead  of
fruit.
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Draw in a
New Style
Challenge  yourself  to
mimic  a  different
art is t ic  s ty le .  Try
drawing your cat in the
style  of  a  woodcut
print, or a landscape in
the style of a children’s
book  illustration.  You
could attempt a cubist
version of your desk, or
a  pointillist  teacup.
This exercise opens up
new  ways  of  seeing
and can lead to fresh
ideas  for  your  own
style.

SEASONAL AND
HOLIDAY THEMES

Drawing  seasonally
gives  you  a  natural
rotation  of  subject
matter.  In  autumn,
sketch  pumpkins ,
falling leaves, and cozy
sweate rs .  W in te r
brings  snowflakes,

evergreen  trees,  and
warm  mugs.  Spring
offers  blossoms,  baby
an imals ,  and  ra in
showers.  Summer  is
per fec t  fo r  beach
scenes,  ice  cream
cones,  and  sunflowers.
Holidays like Halloween
and  Christmas  come
with  their  own  rich
iconography of ghosts,
witches,  ornaments,
and lights. Each season
prov ides  a  j oy fu l
e x c u s e  t o  d r a w
something  new.

TIPS FOR MAKING
DRAWING A HABIT

Keep a
Small
Sketchbo
ok
One  of  the  biggest
barriers  is  not  having



Things To Draw For Fun 9

9

the right tools. Carry a
small sketchbook and a
couple  of  pens  with
you everywhere. When
y o u  h a v e  a  f e w
minutes  –  waiting  for
coffee, on public transit
–  you  can  doodle  a
person  sitting  nearby,
or  a  sign  you  find
interesting. The act of
drawing  regularly,
even  for  five  minutes,
builds  confidence  and
ideas.

Use
Prompts
and
Challenge
s
There  are  countless
d raw ing  p rompts
available  online,  from
daily  challenges  to
themed  months.  You

can  set  your  own:
“Draw  30  things  that
are  round,”  or  “Draw
something you can see
out  your  window.”
Prompts  remove  the
decision fatigue and let
you  focus  on  the  act
i t s e l f .  J o i n i n g  a
community ,  l ike  a
drawing  group  on
social  media,  adds
accountabil ity  and
support.

Embrace
Imperfect
ion
Remember: the goal is
fun,  not  perfection.
Some  drawings  will
turn  out  weird;  that’s
fine.  Those  weird
drawings often become
the  most  memorable.
U s e  i n e x p e n s i v e
materials so you aren’t
afraid to mess up. Try
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drawing with your non-
dominant hand, or with
your  eyes  c losed.
These  limitations  can
produce  surprising,
expressive  results.

CONCLUSION

Drawing  is  a  lifelong
s o u r c e  o f  j o y ,
exp l o ra t i on ,  and
personal  expression.
The next time you feel
stuck, return to this list

of things to draw for
fun .  Whether  you
choose a simple leaf, a
whimsical  creature,  or
an  abstract  pattern,
the important  thing is
to  begin.  Let  go  of
expectations, enjoy the
process,  and  watch
your  creativity  flourish.
Your  sketchbook  is  a
playground – grab your
p e n c i l  a n d  s t a r t
playing.


