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THE GREAT
DEBATE: AMERIGO
VESPUCCI OR
CHRISTOPHER
COLUMBUS – WHO
TRULY
DISCOVERED THE
NEW WORLD?

When  we  think  about
the  discovery  of  the
Americas,  one  name
tends to dominate the
c o n v e r s a t i o n :
Christopher  Columbus.
F o r  c e n t u r i e s ,
schoolchildren  have

been  t augh t  t ha t
"Columbus  sailed  the
ocean  blue"  in  1492
and discovered a "New
World."  Yet,  there  is
another  name  that
quiet ly  holds  a  far
greater  geographical
l e g a c y :  A m e r i g o
Vespucci. The question
of Amerigo Vespucci
O r  C h r i s t o p h e r
Columbus is not about
choosing  a  favorite
explorer.  Instead,  it  is
about  understanding
who really  understood
what  they  had  found,
and  who  gave  the
continent  its  name.
This article will explore
the lives, voyages, and
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legacies  of  both  men,
offering  a  balanced,
deep dive into one of
h i s t o r y ’ s  m o s t
fascinating rivalries.
The Age of Exploration
was a time of immense
risk,  ambition,  and
d i s c o v e r y .  B o t h
C o l u m b u s  a n d
V e s p u c c i  w e r e
products  of  this  era,
yet  their  personalities,
mot i va t i ons ,  and
m e t h o d s  w e r e
strikingly  different.  To
t r u l y  g r a s p  w h o
deserves  more  credit,
we  must  separate
myth  from  fact  and
look  at  the  evidence
left  behind  by  these
t w o  r e m a r k a b l e
figures.

THE LIFE AND
VOYAGES OF
CHRISTOPHER
COLUMBUS

Christopher  Columbus,
an  Ital ian  explorer

sa i l i ng  under  the
Spanish  Crown,  is
undoubtedly  the  more
famous of the two. His
voyage in 1492 was a
pivotal  moment  in
world history. But what
did  Columbus  actually
achieve?

Columbus
: The Man
Who
Didn't
Know
Where He
Was
C o l u m b u s  w a s  a
master navigator and a
relentless salesman for
his vision. He believed
he could reach Asia by
sailing west.  When he



Amerigo Vespucci Or Christopher
Columbus 3

3

landed in the Bahamas,
he  assumed  he  had
reached  the  Eas t
Indies,  cal l ing  the
indigenous  people
" I n d i a n s . "  T h i s
f u n d a m e n t a l
error—believing he had
reached  Asia—colored
everything he did.  On
his  four  voyages,  he

explored the Caribbean
islands  and  parts  of
Central  and  South
America, but he died in
1506 still convinced he
h a d  r e a c h e d  t h e
outskirts of Asia. This is
the central irony of the
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C h r i s t o p h e r
Columbus


