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JOURNEY INTO THE
STORM: WHY
SANDERSON'S THE
WAY OF KINGS
REDEFINES EPIC
FANTASY

In  the  vast  landscape
of  modern  fantasy
literature,  few  works
have  resonated  as
profoundly as Brandon
Sanderson's  The Way
o f  K ings .  A s  t h e
opening volume of the
epic  ten-book  series,
The Stormlight Archive,
this novel is not merely
a  s t o r y ;  i t  i s  a n
intricate  tapestry  of

broken heroes, ancient
magic,  and  a  world
perpetually battered by
magical  tempests.  For
readers  who have yet
t o  s t e p  o n t o  t h e
shattered  plains  of
Roshar,  or  for  those
seek ing  a  deeper
understanding  of  this
monumental work, this
article  explores  why
Sanderson The Way
Of Kings has become
a  c o r n e r s t o n e  o f
contemporary  fantasy
and  a  must-read  for
the  gen re ' s  mos t
discerning  fans.

THE WORLD OF
ROSHAR: A
SETTING UNLIKE

https://app.ardentx.com/
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ANY OTHER

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
i m m e d i a t e  a n d
compelling  aspects  of
Sanderson The Way
Of Kings  is its world-
building. Roshar is not
a  generic  medieval
l andscape .  I t  i s  a
p lane t  where  the
ecology,  geology,  and
culture  have  evolved
around  one  central,
terrifying phenomenon:
the  Highstorm.  These
are not  mere weather
e v e n t s ;  t h e y  a r e
cyclical,  continent-
sweeping  gales  of
supernatural force that
shape everything from
the  flora  and  fauna  to
the  architecture  of
entire  cities.
Creatures  on  Roshar
h a v e  s h e l l s  a n d
carapaces to withstand
the  storms.  Plants
retract  into  the  stone
t o  a v o i d  b e i n g
shredded by the winds.

People build their cities
in  the  lee  of  massive
latten  formations,
creat ing  a  un ique
culture  that  values
p r e p a r e d n e s s ,
resilience, and a deep
reverence  for  the
stormlight itself. This is
not a backdrop; it is a
character  in  its  own
r igh t .  Sande rson
masterfully  explains
the  magic  system
through  th is  lens.
Stormlight—the energy
t r a p p e d  w i t h i n
gemstones  during  a
Highstorm—is  the
source  of  all  magical
power.  I t  fuels  the
abilities of the Knights
Radiant,  an  ancient
order  of  warriors  who
b o n d e d  w i t h
mythological  spren.
The level of detail here
is  staggering,  making
the world feel lived-in,
logical,  and  utterly
real. For any reader of
epic fantasy, exploring
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this world is a highlight
of  Sanderson  The
Way  Of  Kings .

CHARACTERS
CARVED BY
SUFFERING AND
STRENGTH

The heart of any great
n o v e l  l i e s  i n  i t s
c h a r a c t e r s ,  a n d
Sanderson The Way
Of  Kings  del ivers
some  o f  t he  mos t
c o m p l e x  a n d
compelling  figures  in
t h e  g e n r e .  T h e
narrative  is  primarily
driven by three central
perspectives,  each
r e p r e s e n t i n g  a
different  facet  of
Roshar  society.

Kaladin:
The Slave

Who
Fights the
Storm
Kaladin  Stormblessed
is arguably one of the
finest character arcs in
modern  fiction.  He
begins the novel  as a
broken slave,  branded
on  his  forehead  and
chained  to  a  bridge
crew on the Shattered
Plains.  His  job  is  to
carry  massive wooden
bridges across chasms
in the midst of battle, a
role  with  an  almost
c e r t a i n  d e a t h
sentence.  Kaladin’s
j o u r n e y  i s  o n e  o f
profound  depression,
loss, and a struggle to
find  hope  in  a  world
t h a t  h a s  t a k e n
everything from him.
What makes Kaladin so
compe l l i ng  i s  h i s
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deeply internal conflict.
He is a natural leader
and a protector, but his
past  t raumas  and
failures  haunt  him.
Sanderson  writes  his
m e n t a l  h e a l t h
struggles  with  a  raw
honesty rarely seen in
fantasy,  making  his
eventual  rise—from  a
slave to a leader who
inspires  his  men  to
defy  death—deeply
cathartic.  Through
Kaladin,  the  theme of
leadership  is  explored
not as a grand destiny,
but as a painful,  daily
choice  to  keep fighting
for others.

Shallan
Davar:
The

Scholar
with a
Hidden
Past
Shallan Davar provides
a stark contrast to the
battlefield  brutality  of
the  Shattered  Plains.
She is a young, witty,
and  inte l lectual ly
curious  noblewoman
who  arr ives  at  the
court of the legendary
scholar  Jasnah  Kholin.
She seeks to become a
ward (an apprentice) in
o r d e r  t o  s t e a l  a
magical artifact known
a s  a  S o u l c a s t e r .
Shallan’s storyline is a
slow-burn  mystery,
heavily  focused  on
politics,  history,  and
magical  research.
H e r  c h a r a c t e r  i s
defined  by  her
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cleverness  and  her
desperate need to hide
the  t rauma  o f  her
family's past. She is an
expert in using lies and
witticisms as armor. In
Sanderson The Way
Of Kings, her chapters
serve  as  the  primary
vehicle  for  explaining
the  deep  lore  of  the
world,  including  the
history  of  the  Knights
Radiant  and  the  truth
b e h i n d  t h e
Voidbr ingers .  Her
g r o w t h  f r o m  a
frightened  girl  into  a
confident—and
dangerous—scholar  is
a  m a s t e r c l a s s  i n
c h a r a c t e r
development.

Dalinar
Kholin:

The
Warrior
Haunted
by
Visions
Dalinar  Kholin,  the
Blackthorn,  is  the
aging  high  prince  of
Alethkar.  Once  the
most feared warrior on
Roshar ,  he  i s  now
wracked  by  strange,
powerful  visions  sent
by  the  Almighty  (or
something  claiming  to
be  him)  during  every
Highstorm.  These
visions  command  him
to  unite  the  warring
nations of  Roshar and
to  rediscover  the  lost
path  of  the  Knights
Radiant.
Dalinar’s  arc  is  about
the  conflict  between
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honor and pragmatism,
between  the  savage
warrior  he  once  was
and  the  noble  leader
he is trying to become.
He is a man trying to
rebu i ld  h i s  mora l
compass  in  a  world
t h a t  c e l e b r a t e s
violence.  Through
Dalinar,  Sanderson
The  Way  Of  Kings
a s k s  p r o f o u n d
q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t
leadership, legacy, and
the cost of peace. His
philosophical  struggles
w i t h  t h e  W a r l o r d
philosophy  and  his
growing  connection  to
the  Spiritual  Realm
make  him  a  figure  of
immense  gravitas.

THE MAGIC OF
SURGEBINDING
AND SPREN

N o  d i s c u s s i o n  o f
Sanderson The Way
Of  Kings  would  be
complete  wi thout
examining  its  unique

m a g i c  s y s t e m .
Sanderson  is  famous
for  his  "Hard  Magic"
systems,  where  rules
and  limitations  are
clearly  defined,
preventing  deus  ex
machina solutions. The
mag i c  o f  Rosha r ,
k n o w n  a s
Surgebinding,  is  tied
direct ly  to  the  ten
orders  of  the  Knights
Radiant.
Each  Radiant  bonds
with  a  typespren—a
living  manifestation  of
an  idea  or  emotion,
s u c h  a s  h o n o r
(Honorspren)  or  truth
(Cryptics).  This  bond
grants  the  ability  to
manipulate  the  Ten
Surges,  which  are
fundamental  forces  of
nature.  For  example,
Kaladin’s  Windrunner
abilities  allow  him  to
manipulate gravity and
atmospheric  pressure,
enabling him to fly and
l a s h  o b j e c t s  t o
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surfaces.
This  system  is  not
arbitrary.  It  requires
S t o r m l i g h t
(investment)  to  fuel
the  powers,  and  once
that light runs out, the
Rad iant  i s  mor ta l
again.  This  creates
incredible  tension  in
battles.  Furthermore,
the concept of spren is
beautifully  integrated
into  daily  life.  There
are  ro tspren  that
gather  near  wounds,
painspren  that  writhe
around  agony,  and
gloryspren  that  hover
o v e r  m o m e n t s  o f
triumph.  This  visual
language  makes  the
abstract  concrete  and
adds a layer of magic
t o  e v e n  t h e  m o s t
mundane interactions.

THEMES OF
HONOR, DESPAIR,
AND THE WEIGHT

OF LEADERSHIP

Beyond  the  plot  and
magic,  Sanderson
The Way Of Kings is
a  deeply  philosophical
work.  It  explores  the
nature of honor. Is it a
se t  o f  r u l e s  t o  be
followed, or an internal
s t a t e  o f  b e i n g ?
Dalinar’s  obsession
with  the  ancient  code
of the Knights Radiant
fo rces  readers  to
consider  what  it  truly
means  to  be  a  good
person in a system that
rewards brutality.
The  theme  of  mental
health  is  also  central.
Kaladin’s struggle with
d e p r e s s i o n  a n d
survivor's guilt is more
than just a plot device;
it  is  the  core  of  his
s to ry .  Sanderson
handles  these  topics
with  immense  care,
showing  that  heroism
is  not  the  absence  of
fear  or  sadness,  but
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the  courage  to  act
despite  them.  This
realism  grounds  the
epic scale of the story
in a profoundly human
experience, making the
stakes  feel  personal
even when the fate of
the world hangs in the
balance.
Additionally,  the  book
examines  the  concept
of "The Journey before
Destination."  This
motto  of  the  Knights
Radiant  is  a  rejection
of consequentialism. It
argues that the way we
achieve our goals—the
struggles,  the  moral
c o m p r o m i s e s  w e
refuse  to  make—is
more  important  than
the outcome itself. This
i s  a  r a d i c a l  a n d
refreshing  message  in
a genre often focused
on the final victory.

THE COSMERE: A
UNIVERSE OF

CONNECTED
STORIES

F o r  t h o s e  n e w  t o
Sanderson's  work,
Sanderson The Way
Of  Kings  is  also  an
ent ry  po int  in to  a
larger shared universe
known as the Cosmere.
This is not a sequel to
his  other  series,  but
rather  a  connected
cosmology.  Characters
from other books (like
Hoid,  a  mysterious
storyteller)  appear  in
R o s h a r .  T h e
fundamental  laws  of
m a g i c  a n d  t h e
existence of Shards of
Adonalsium  (pieces  of
God)  are  threads  that
connect  E lant r i s ,
M i s t b o r n ,  a n d
Warbreaker.
Understanding  this
context adds layers of
d e p t h .  C e r t a i n
characters  and events
in  Sanderson  The
Way Of Kings take on
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new  meaning  when
you  realize  they  are
playing out in a much
larger  cosmic  conflict.
However,  Sanderson
ensures that this novel
is  perfectly  accessible
as a standalone story.
You  do  not  need  to
read  anything  else  to
enjoy it, but if you do,
t h e  r e w a r d s  a r e
immense.

WHY YOU SHOULD
READ THE WAY OF
KINGS

The novel is not a light
read.  At  over  1,000
p a g e s ,  t h e
" S a n d e r l a n c h e " — a
term fans  use for  the
explosive,  un-put-
downable climax of his
books—is  ea rned
t h r o u g h  s l o w ,
deliberate  setup.  The
first act can be slow for
s o m e  r e a d e r s  a s
S a n d e r s o n
meticulously builds the
world  and  carefully

places every plot piece
on the board. However,
the  payoff  is
monumental.
If you love:

Deep, logical
magic systems
that are integral
to the plot.
Characters who
earn their
victories through
pain and growth.
Worlds that feel
alien yet utterly
real.
Political intrigue
mixed with high-
stakes action.
Themes of
leadership,
morality, and
redemption.

Then Sanderson The
Way  Of  Kings  is  a
book you must read. It
is a story that rewards
patience and attention
to detail.  It  is  a  story
about  broken  people
finding  a  reason  to



10

10 Sanderson The Way Of Kings 2022-11-18

stand  up  again.

CONCLUSION: A
BEACON OF
MODERN FANTASY

Sanderson The Way
Of Kings is more than
jus t  the  s tar t  o f  a
s e r i e s ;  i t  i s  a
statement.  It  proves
that  epic  fantasy  can
b e  b o t h  d e e p l y
i n t e l l e c t u a l  a n d
emotionally  resonant.
Brandon  Sanderson
has  crafted  a  world
that  feels  as  complex
as  our  own,  filled  with
p e o p l e  w h o  a r e

desperately  trying  to
be better. The scope is
immense, the magic is
dazz l ing ,  and  the
human  heart  at  the
center of the storm is
unbreakable.  Whether
you  are  a  seasoned
fantasy  veteran  or  a
newcomer looking for a
j o u r n e y  t h a t  w i l l
change  you,  stepping
onto  the  shattered
plains  of  Roshar  is  a
decision  you  will  not
regret.  The  journey  is
long,  the  storms  are
fierce,  but  the
destination  is  nothing
short of legendary.


