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INTRODUCTION TO
THE STAR WARS X-
WING MINIATURE
GAME

Since its debut in 2012,
the Star Wars X-
Wing Miniature game
has captured the
imaginations of
tabletop enthusiasts
and Star Wars fans
alike. Published by
Atomic Mass Games
(formerly Fantasy
Flight Games), this
tactical miniatures
game allows players to
command iconic
starfighters from the

original trilogy,
prequels, sequels, and
expanded universe.

The centerpiece of the
game is the Star Wars
X-Wing Miniature
itself, a beautifully
detailed scale model of
the Rebel Alliance's
most famous
starfighter. But the
game goes far beyond
just one ship; it offers a
rich, competitive, and
customizable
experience that has
built a loyal global
community.

WHAT IS THE STAR
WARS X-WING
MINIATURE GAME?

The Star Wars X-
Wing Miniature game



https://app.ardentx.com/

is a head-to-head
tactical dogfighting
game where players
assemble squadrons of
ships, plan maneuvers
using a unique
maneuver dial system,
and engage in fast-
paced space combat.
Each ship is pre-
painted and comes
with a variety of
upgrade cards, pilot
cards, and tokens. The
core mechanics are
intuitive yet deep:
players secretly select
a maneuver for each
ship from a dial, then
reveal and execute
them in order of pilot

skill. This
"simultaneous
planning" element

creates a thrilling
blend of prediction,
strategy, and risk.

Core

Gamepla

Y
Mechanic

S

At its heart, the Star
Wars X-Wing
Miniature game uses
a movement template
system. Players
measure distances
from the front of the
ship's base using
plastic templates that

represent straight,
bank, and turn
maneuvers. After

moving, players may
perform actions such
as focusing, boosting,
or barrel rolling to
modify dice results.
Combat is resolved
with attack and
defense dice, with
range bonuses and
obstacles adding
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further complexity. The
game scales easily
from a quick skirmish
with a single X-Wing to
epic battles involving
capital ships and
multiple squadrons.

HISTORY AND
EVOLUTION

The Star Wars X-
Wing Miniature line
launched with a core
set featuring an X-
Wing, two TIE Fighters,
and a TIE Advanced
(Darth Vader's ship).
Over the years, the
game expanded into
multiple versions. The
first edition used a
"wave" release system,
adding ships like the
Millennium Falcon,
Slave I, A-Wings, and
TIE Interceptors. In
2018, Second Edition
was launched,
streamlining rules,
rebalancing points, and
introducing faction-
specific objectives.

Third Edition (often
called "Version 2.5" or
the "AMG era") arrived
in 2021 when Atomic
Mass Games took over,

introducing updated
squad building,
scenarios, and a

rotating point system.

Factions
and Ships

The Star Wars X-
Wing Miniature game
currently supports six
major factions: Rebel

Alliance, Galactic
Empire, Scum and
Villainy, the

Resistance, the First
Order, and the Galactic
Republic (from the
prequel era). Each
faction offers a unique
playstyle. Rebel ships
like the X-Wing, Y-
Wing, and U-Wing
emphasize durability
and support; Imperial
ships like the TIE



Fighter and TIE
Advanced rely on
speed and numbers;
Scum ships such as the
Firespray and YT-1300
(customized) offer
unpredictable tricks
and powerful upgrades.

lconic
Ships in
the Line

When people think of
the Star Wars X-
Wing Miniature
game, the T-65B X-
Wing starfighter is the
most recognizable
model. Its four laser
cannons, proton
torpedoes, and
distinctive shape make
it a fan favorite. Other
popular ships include
the TIE Fighter (the

iconic Imperial
snubfighter), the
Millennium Falcon

(YT-1300), the A-Wing
(fast interceptor), and
the TIE Silencer (Kylo
Ren's ship). Newer
expansions have
introduced ships from
the animated series
and novels, such as the
Hound's Tooth and the

Eta-2 Actis Jedi
Interceptor.
HOW TO START
PLAYING

Getting started with
the Star Wars X-
Wing Miniature game
is straightforward. The
best entry point is the
current core set, which
includes everything
needed for two
players: three pre-
painted ships, damage
cards, dice, templates,
and tokens. After
learning the basic
rules, players can
expand by purchasing
individual ship
expansions or faction-
specific squadron
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packs. The game uses
a list-building app
(official or third-party)
to manage points,
which change with
periodic balance
updates.

Essential
Upgrades
and
Customiz
ation

One of the most
enjoyable aspects of
the Star Wars X-
Wing Miniature game
is customizing your
ships. Each pilot has
unique abilities, and

ships can equip
upgrades like
astromech droids,

shields, torpedoes, and
elite talents. For
example, the iconic R2-

D2 upgrade can repair
shields, while Jyn Erso
allows a ship to double-
mod attack dice. This
depth ensures that no
two squads are alike,
and players can
recreate scenes from
the movies or invent
new strategies.

TOURNAMENTS
AND COMPETITIVE
PLAY

The Star Wars X-
Wing Miniature game
has a thriving
competitive scene.
Regional tournaments,
national
championships, and
the World
Championship
(previously held at
events like Gen Con
and AdeptiCon) draw
hundreds of players.
The game's current
format uses scenarios
with objectives, such
as "Assault the
Satellite" or "Salvage




the Supplies," which
replace the old "kill-
them-all" approach.
Players must balance
attack, defense, and
objective control.
Competitive players
often practice with the
official squad builder
and follow the latest
points changes from
Atomic Mass Games.

Painting
and
Modeling
Communi

Beyond gameplay, the
Star Wars X-Wing
Miniature hobby

includes a vibrant
painting and modeling

community. While
ships come pre-
painted, many

enthusiasts choose to
repaint their models for
greater realism or
unique color schemes.
Advanced painters use
techniques like dry
brushing, washes, and
airbrushing to add
panel lines,
weathering, and battle
damage. Custom
bases, 3D-printed alt-
art dials, and missile
effects are also
popular. Online forums
and social media
groups share tutorials
and showcase custom
X-Wing miniature
collections.

COMPARING X-
WING TO OTHER
MINIATURES
GAMES

Compared to other
tabletop miniatures
games like
Warhammer 40K or
Star Wars Legion, the
Star Wars X-Wing
Miniature game is
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easier to learn and
plays more quickly.
Games typically last
60-90 minutes, and the
movement system is
physics-based rather
than stat-based. The
pre-painted nature also
means no assembly or
painting is necessary
to play. However, for
those who love
kitbashing and
converting, some third-
party accessories allow
for customization. The
game also supports
solo and cooperative
play through fan-made
Al systems and official
scenarios.

TIPS FOR NEW
PLAYERS

1. Start with the
core set - Learn
the basics with
the three
included ships
before buying
expansions.

2. Master

movement first
- The maneuver
dial is the heart
of the game;
practice blocking
and predicting
opponent moves.

. Use the official

app - The squad
builder app
keeps track of
points and legal
upgrades.

. Play with a

friend - The
game is best
learned with a
partner; consider
introducing a
buddy to the
hobby.

. Watch tutorial

videos - Many
channels cover
rules and
strategy for the
Star Wars X-
Wing Miniature
game.

. Don't worry

about painting
- You can play



right out of the
box; painting is
optional.

THE FUTURE OF
THE GAME

Atomic Mass Games
continues to support
the Star Wars X-
Wing Miniature line
with new expansions,
scenario packs, and
organized play Kkits.
Recent releases
include ships from the
Ahsoka series and the
High Republic. The
rotating points system
keeps the meta fresh,
and community
feedback shapes
balance updates. The
game also has a strong
digital presence via
Tabletop Simulator and
Vassal for online play.
For collectors, the
miniatures themselves
are display-quality and
highly sought after.

CONCLUSION

The Star Wars X-
Wing Miniature game
offers a unique blend
of strategy, nostalgia,
and craftsmanship.
Whether you are a die-
hard Star Wars fan, a
tabletop gamer looking
for a faster-paced
alternative, or a model
enthusiast, this game
has something to offer.
Its accessible rules,
beautiful miniatures,
and deep tactical
layers ensure that
every battle s
different. As the galaxy
of ships expands, so
too does the
excitement of
dogfighting in a galaxy
far, far away. If you
have even a passing
interest in Star Wars or
miniatures gaming,
now is a perfect time
to take command of an
Star Wars X-Wing
Miniature squad and
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join the battle for the galaxy.



