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EXPERIENCING THE HEART OF
WORSHIP THROUGH DRAW ME
CLOSE TO YOU SHEET MUSIC

There are few songs in the modern
worship repertoire that have touched as
many hearts as "Draw Me Close to You."
Penned by Kelly Carpenter and
popularized by Michael W. Smith, this
intimate ballad has become a staple in
churches, small groups, and personal
devotion times around the world. For
musicians looking to capture the tender
spirit of this piece, finding the right Draw
Me Close To You sheet music is
essential. This article explores the song's
background, the variety of sheet music
arrangements available, and offers
practical advice for pianists, guitarists,
vocalists, and worship leaders who want
to perform it with authenticity and skill.

The beauty of "Draw Me Close to You"
lies in its simplicity and vulnerability.
Unlike many high-energy praise
anthems, this song invites the
worshipper into a quiet, reflective space.
Whether you are a seasoned pianist
preparing for a Sunday morning service
or a beginner vocalist learning the
melody for the first time, the sheet
music for this beloved hymn serves as
your roadmap to a meaningful musical
experience.

THE STORY BEHIND THE HYMN:
MORE THAN A MELODY

To fully appreciate any piece of sheet

music, it helps to understand the story
and heart behind the composition. "Draw
Me Close to You" was written in the
1990s by Kelly Carpenter during a
season of personal spiritual renewal. The
lyrics echo the cry of a soul longing for
intimacy with God, drawing heavily from
scriptural themes of abiding in Christ
and seeking His presence. The chorus,
"Draw me close to You, never let me go,
| lay it all down again to hear You say
that I am Your friend," resonates
because it articulates a universal human
desire for connection and acceptance.

Michael W. Smith's 1996 live recording,
featured on the album [I'll Lead You
Home, brought the song into the
mainstream. His gentle piano
arrangement became the definitive
version for many listeners.
Consequently, when musicians search
for Draw Me Close To You sheet music,
they are often seeking to replicate that
specific, emotive piano style. However,
the song has since been arranged for
countless instrumental configurations,
from solo guitar fingerpicking to full
orchestral settings.

UNDERSTANDING THE DIFFERENT
ARRANGEMENTS OF DRAW ME
CLOSE TO YOU SHEET MUSIC

One of the first decisions a musician
must make is which type of arrangement
best suits their needs. The sheet music
for this song is not one-size-fits-all. Here
is a breakdown of the most common
formats you will encounter.
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Piano and Vocal
Arrangements

This is the most traditional and widely
available format. A piano and vocal
score typically includes the complete
lyrics, a notated vocal melody line, and a
full piano accompaniment. For "Draw Me
Close to You," the piano part often
features arpeggiated chords in the right
hand with a simple bass line in the left.
The key of the original recording is
commonly E-flat major, but
transpositions are available. When
selecting piano and vocal sheet music,
look for editions that clearly mark the
chord symbols above the staff, as this
aids in understanding the harmonic
structure.

Lead Sheets and
Chord Charts

Lead sheets are a favorite among
worship bands and guitarists. A lead
sheet provides the melody line in
standard notation along with the lyrics
and chord symbols. It does not include a
fully written-out piano part, leaving the
instrumentalist free to improvise the
accompaniment. For "Draw Me Close to
You," a lead sheet in the key of G major
or E major is common for guitarists, as
these keys fall naturally under the
fingers. Many churches rely on chord
charts from resources like PraiseCharts
or Ultimate Guitar, which offer simplified
versions perfect for a full band setup
with bass, electric guitar, and drums.

Guitar Tablature
and Fingerstyle
Arrangements

Guitarists seeking a more intricate
performance often search for fingerstyle
guitar tabs. These arrangements
combine the melody, bass notes, and
harmony into a single, playable piece for
the solo quitarist. A fingerstyle
arrangement of "Draw Me Close to You"
in standard tuning can be a beautiful
addition to a personal meditation
repertoire or a quiet prelude in a service.
Tablature makes these complex
arrangements accessible even to players
who do not read standard notation
fluently. Look for tabs that include
fingerpicking patterns that emphasize
the song's gentle, flowing rhythm.

Simplified and
Easy Piano
Versions

For beginners, "Easy Piano"
arrangements are a godsend. These
versions simplify the accompaniment by
using single notes in the bass clef and
basic chord shapes in the treble clef. The
key is often transposed to C major or F
major to avoid heavy use of sharps and
flats. The rhythm is also streamlined. If
you are teaching a young student or
learning the song for the first time, start
with a simplified version. The goal is to
capture the essence of the melody
without getting bogged down by
technical complexity.
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KEY ELEMENTS TO LOOK FOR IN
QUALITY SHEET MUSIC

Not all sheet music is created equal.
When you purchase or download Draw
Me Close To You sheet music, consider
the following quality indicators:

e Accurate Chord Substitutions:
The harmony should reflect the
emotional movement of the song.
Look for arrangements that use
chord extensions like Cmaj7 or
Dm7, which add color to the
progression.

e Clear Lyric Placement: The
lyrics should be clearly aligned
with the corresponding notes,
especially during the verses where
the rhythm is speech-like.

e Dynamic Markings: A good
arrangement will include markings
for volume (piano, forte) and
expression (ritardando, crescendo)
to guide the performer's
interpretation.

e Proper Phrasing: The score
should indicate where to breathe
or lift the hands, respecting the
natural phrasing of the text.

PRACTICAL TIPS FOR LEARNING
AND PERFORMING THE SONG

Having the right sheet music is only the
first step. Here are several actionable
tips to help you master "Draw Me Close
to You."

Start Slow and
Focus on the Left

Hand

The left-hand accompaniment is the
foundation of the piece. For pianists,
practice the left-hand arpeggios slowly
and evenly before adding the right hand.
The goal is a smooth, continuous flow,
not a mechanical rhythm. Think of it as a
gentle wave supporting the melody
above. If you are playing from a lead
sheet, practice the chord changes in
your left hand until they become
automatic.

_isten to
Reference
Recordings

Your sheet music provides the notes, but
your ears provide the soul. Listen to
Michael W. Smith's original recording, as
well as covers by other artists like Don
Moen or Kari Jobe. Pay attention to the
tempo. "Draw Me Close to You" is often
played too fast. The ideal tempo is a
slow, breathing 68 to 72 beats per
minute. Notice how the vocalist lingers
on certain words and how the musical
dynamics ebb and flow. Use the sheet
music as your blueprint, but let the
recording inspire your personal dynamic
shaping.

Understand the
Form

The song follows a simple structure:
verses, a chorus, and a bridge. The
bridge, which begins with "You are my
desire," often builds in intensity before
resolving back to the quiet chorus.




Understanding this emotional arch will
help you shape your performance. Build
a slight crescendo through the bridge,
then pull back for the final chorus. This
creates a powerful sense of release and
intimacy.

Adapt for Your
Instrument

If you are a guitarist playing from a
chord chart, do not feel constrained to
play only full barre chords. Experiment
with open chords, capo positions, and
sus chords. For example, placing a capo
on the 4th fret and playing shapes in the
key of C creates a bright, open sound
that works beautifully for this song. If
you are a vocalist, the range is very
manageable for most singers, typically
spanning about an octave and a half.
Mark your sheet music with breath
points to ensure you never run out of air
during the long, sustained phrases.

sheets, and full orchestrations
designed for contemporary church
settings.

3. SheetMusicPlus.com: A
comprehensive site with a wide
catalog of classical and
contemporary arrangements.
Search for the arranger's name to
find specific styles.

4. Hal Leonard Publishing: A major
publisher that often releases
official songbooks for Michael W.
Smith. These collections offer
professionally engraved and edited
scores.

5. Free Resources (with caution):
Websites like Hymnary.org or
SimpleHymns.com may offer
public domain arrangements or
very basic lead sheets. Always
verify the accuracy of these free
resources before using them in a
performance.

WHY THIS SONG CONTINUES TO
RESONATE

WHERE TO FIND RELIABLE DRAW
ME CLOSE TO YOU SHEET MUSIC

In the digital age, sheet music is more
accessible than ever. However, it is
important to source your music legally
and from reputable publishers to ensure
quality and accuracy.

1. MusicNotes.com: One of the
largest digital sheet music
retailers. They offer various
arrangements for piano, guitar,
voice, and even instrumental
solos. You can often preview the
first page to check the key and
difficulty level.

2. PraiseCharts.com: A fantastic
resource for worship bands. They
provide transposable charts, lead

Decades after its release, "Draw Me
Close to You" remains a fixture in
worship services. Its enduring appeal lies
in its theological depth and musical
accessibility. The lyric "I lay it all down
again" speaks to the daily process of
surrender, a concept central to the
Christian faith. Musically, the ascending
chord progression in the chorus creates
a feeling of rising hope, while the bridge
provides a moment of climactic
declaration. This combination of humble
vulnerability and confident faith is rare
and powerful.

For the musician, playing this song is an
act of ministry. The Draw Me Close To
You sheet music is not just a collection
of notes on a page; it is a tool for
facilitating an encounter with the divine.
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Whether you are playing it in a grand
sanctuary or a quiet living room, the
sheet music helps you become a vessel
for the song's message.

CONCLUSION

Finding the perfect Draw Me Close To
You sheet music opens the door to a
deeply rewarding musical journey. From
the tender piano arpeggios of the
original recording to the open chords of
a guitar lead sheet, the arrangement you

choose will shape how you and your
listeners experience the song. Focus on
quality, take the time to practice with
intention, and let the music lead you into
a place of stillness and connection.
Whether you are a beginner or a
professional, this timeless worship
anthem offers a beautiful opportunity to
express the heart's deepest longing for
intimacy. Let the sheet music be your
guide, but let your heart be your truest
instrument.



