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UNDERSTANDING
THE MAP OF

PAKISTAN, INDIA,
AND BANGLADESH:
A GEOGRAPHIC
AND HISTORICAL
PERSPECTIVE

The map of Pakistan,
India, and Bangladesh
tells a story that goes
far beyond lines and
borders. It is a living
document of history,
culture, and
geopolitics. For anyone
seeking to understand
South Asia, studying

this map is essential.
These three nations,
once united under
British colonial rule,
now stand as distinct
sovereign states, each
with its own identity,
yet bound together by
shared rivers, histories,
and destinies. In this
article, we will explore
the geographical
features, historical
context, and modern
significance of the map
of Pakistan, India, and

Bangladesh, offering
you a clear and
nuanced

understanding of one
of the world's most
dynamic regions.
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THE HISTORICAL
EVOLUTION OF
BORDERS

From
British
India to
Partition

To truly appreciate the
map of Pakistan, India,
and Bangladesh, one
must first understand
the partition of British
India in 1947. The
Radcliffe Line, drawn
hastily by Sir Cyril
Radcliffe, divided the
subcontinent into two
independent

dominions: India and
Pakistan. This line
became the basis for
the modern borders

Bangladesh. The
partition was one of
the largest and most
traumatic mass
migrations in human
history, with millions of
people moving across
the new borders based
on religious
demographics.

Significantly, Pakistan
was created as a two-
winged state, with
West Pakistan
(modern-day Pakistan)
and East Pakistan
(modern-day
Bangladesh) separated
by more than 1,600
kilometers of Indian
territory. This
geographic anomaly
made governance
extremely challenging
and ultimately
contributed to the
breakup of Pakistan in
1971.

between India and
Pakistan, and later,
between India and
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The Birth

Banglade

sh

In 1971, after a brutal
war of independence,
East Pakistan emerged
as the sovereign nation
of Bangladesh. The
map of South Asia
changed dramatically
overnight. The new
border between India
and Bangladesh was
largely drawn along
the former provincial
boundaries of East
Bengal, but it also
incorporated the
Radcliffe Line of 1947.
This border is one of
the most complex in
the world, featuring
numerous enclaves
and exclaves, including
the famous

Dahagram-Angarpota
enclave and the former
Indian enclaves within

Bangladesh, which
were finally resolved
through a land

boundary agreement in
2015.

GEOGRAPHICAL
FEATURES ON THE
MAP

The

Himalaya
s and the
Northern
Frontiers

When examining the
map of Pakistan, India,
and Bangladesh, the
most striking natural
feature is the
Himalayan mountain
range. This vast
system forms the




northern boundary of
the Indian
subcontinent. In the
north of Pakistan, the
Karakoram and Hindu
Kush ranges dominate
the landscape, home to
some of the world's
highest peaks,
including K2, the
second-highest
mountain on Earth. The
India-Pakistan border
in the north runs
through the disputed
region of Kashmir, a
territory claimed by
both countries and a
source of ongoing
tension.

Moving eastward, the
Himalayas continue
through the northern
states of India,
including Himachal
Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
and the northeastern

India and into

Bangladesh.

The Indo-
Gangetic
Plain

South of the Himalayas
lies the vast Indo-
Gangetic Plain, one of
the most fertile and
densely populated
regions on Earth. This
plain is formed by the
alluvial deposits of the
Indus, Ganges, and
Brahmaputra river
systems. On the map,
this plain stretches
from the Indus Valley
in Pakistan, across
northern India, and into
Bangladesh. It is the
breadbasket of South

states. These Asia, suppqrtlng

. . . hundreds of millions of
mountains give rise to

e people through

some of Asia's greatest \
. . agriculture.
rivers, which  flow
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primarily flows through
Pakistan, with its major
tributaries including
the Jhelum, Chenab,
Ravi, Sutlej, and Beas.
The Ganges River,
meanwhile, flows from
the Himalayas through
India and into
Bangladesh, where it
merges with the
Brahmaputra to form
the world's largest
delta, the Sundarbans.

The River
Systems
and Their
Significan
ce

The rivers of South
Asia are the lifeblood
of the region. On the
map of Pakistan, India,
and Bangladesh, these
waterways are not

merely geographic
features but also
political and economic
arteries. The Indus
Water Treaty of 1960,
brokered by the World
Bank, governs the
sharing of the Indus
River system between
India and Pakistan. This
treaty has survived
multiple conflicts and
remains a rare
example of successful
water sharing between
hostile nations.

In Bangladesh, the

Ganges and
Brahmaputra rivers
dominate the
landscape. The

Brahmaputra, known
as the Jamuna in
Bangladesh, is one of
the most powerful
rivers in the world,
carrying immense
volumes of water and
sediment. The Ganges,
known as the Padma in
Bangladesh, joins the
Jamuna near Chandpur



before emptying into
the Bay of Bengal. This
river system supports a
vast network of
agriculture, fisheries,
and transportation, but
also brings annual
floods that both
nourish and devastate
the land.

KEY CITIES AND
URBAN CENTERS

Capital
Cities

Looking at the map of
Pakistan, India, and
Bangladesh, one
immediately notices
the location of the
capital cities.
Islamabad, the capital
of Pakistan, lies in the
northern part of the
country, nestled
against the Margalla
Hills at the edge of the

Potohar Plateau. Delhi,
the capital of India, is

located in the northern
part of the country, on
the banks of the
Yamuna River in the
Indo-Gangetic Plain.
Dhaka, the capital of
Bangladesh, is situated
in the central part of
the country, on the
Buriganga River, a
distributary of the
Ganges.

Each of these cities
reflects the history and
culture of its nation.
Islamabad is a planned
city built in the 1960s,
symbolizing Pakistan's
aspirations for
modernity. Delhi is one
of the world's oldest
continuously inhabited
cities, with layers of
history from the
Mughal Empire to
British colonial rule to
independent India.
Dhaka, once the
Mughal capital of
Bengal, is now one of
the most densely
populated cities on
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Earth, a vibrant and
chaotic metropolis.

Major
Ports and
Economic
Hubs

The map of Pakistan,
India, and Bangladesh
also highlights key
ports that drive the
region's economy.
Karachi, on the Arabian
Sea coast of Pakistan,
is the country's largest
city and primary port.
It handles the majority
of Pakistan's
international trade and
is the financial and
industrial heart of the
nation. Mumbai, on the
west coast of India, is
the country's financial
capital and busiest
port, serving as the
headquarters for many

major corporations and
banks. Chittagong, on
the southeast coast of
Bangladesh, is the
country's principal
seaport and the
second-largest city,
handling over 90% of
Bangladesh's

international trade.

These ports are not
only economic lifelines
but also strategic
assets in regional
geopolitics. Their
locations on the map
have shaped the trade
routes and colonial
histories of the entire
region.

CULTURAL AND
DEMOGRAPHIC

INSIGHTS FROM
THE MAP

Linguistic




and

Bangladesh is
predominantly Bengali-
speaking, with over

Eth n |C 98% of the population

Diversity

The map of Pakistan,
India, and Bangladesh
is a mosaic of
languages, ethnicities,
and cultures. In
Pakistan, the major
ethnic groups include
Punjabis, Sindhis,
Pashtuns, Baloch, and
Muhajirs, each with its
own language and
traditions. Urdu is the
national language, but
English is widely used
in government and
business. In India, the
diversity is even more
striking, with 22 official
languages and
hundreds of dialects
recognized by the
constitution. Hindi and
English serve as link
languages across the
vast and varied nation.

speaking Bengali as
their first language.
This linguistic
homogeneity is a
source of national pride
and identity,
particularly given the
country's history of
fighting for the right to
speak its language
during the Pakistan
era. The Language
Movement of 1952 in
East Pakistan was a
pivotal moment that
eventually led to the
independence of
Bangladesh.

Religious
Geograph
y

Religion plays a
significant role in the
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map of Pakistan, India,
and Bangladesh.
Pakistan was created
as a homeland for
Muslims of British
India, and today Islam
is the state religion,
with over 96% of the
population being
Muslim. Bangladesh
also has a Muslim
majority, with about
90% of the population
following Islam, though
the country is officially
a secular state. India,
by contrast, is a
secular republic with a
Hindu majority (about
80%), but it also has
one of the largest
Muslim populations in
the world (over 200
million people), as well
as significant
communities of
Christians, Sikhs,
Buddhists, Jains, and
other religions.

These religious
demographics are
reflected in the map

through places of
worship, pilgrimage
sites, and cultural
landmarks. From the
mosques of Lahore and
Dhaka to the temples
of Varanasi and the
golden temple of
Amritsar, the region is
rich in religious
heritage that draws
millions of pilgrims and
tourists each year.

MODERN
GEOPOLITICAL
SIGNIFICANCE

Border
Disputes
and
Tensions

The map of Pakistan,
India, and Bangladesh
is marked by several
unresolved border
disputes. The most




prominent is the
Kashmir conflict
between India and

Pakistan, which has led
to two major wars and
numerous smaller
skirmishes. The Line of
Control (LoC) in
Kashmir is one of the
most militarized
borders in the world,
with regular cease-fire
violations and tensions.

The India-Bangladesh
border has historically
been more peaceful,
though it was plagued
by issues of enclaves,
illegal migration, and
smuggling. The 2015
Land Boundary
Agreement between
the two countries
resolved the enclave

issue, but other
challenges remain,
including border

security and the
sharing of river waters.

The India-Pakistan
border, known as the
Radcliffe Line, runs

10

through the desert of
Rajasthan and the
fertile plains of Punjab.
The Wagah border
crossing between
Amritsar and Lahore is
famous for its daily
flag-lowering
ceremony, a spectacle
of military pageantry
that attracts thousands
of visitors on both
sides.

Regional
Cooperati
on and
Connectiv

Ity

Despite the tensions,
there are ongoing
efforts at  regional
cooperation. The South
Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation
(SAARC), founded in

10
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1985, includes all three
countries and aims to
promote economic and
cultural integration.
However, progress has
been slow due to
political ~ differences.
Bilateral trade between
India and Pakistan
remains far below its
potential, while trade
between India and
Bangladesh has grown
significantly in recent
years.

Connectivity projects,
such as the proposed
India-Bangladesh
inland waterway and
the Pakistan-China
economic corridor, are

reshaping the
economic geography of
the region. These

projects are visible on
the map as new routes
for trade and
transportation that
could transform the
lives of millions of
people.

HOW TO READ AND
INTERPRET THE
MAP EFFECTIVELY

11

Physical
VS.
Political
Maps

When studying the
map of Pakistan, India,
and Bangladesh, it is
important to
distinguish between
physical and political
maps. A physical map
shows the natural
features of the
landscape, such as
mountains, rivers, and
plains. A political map
shows the boundaries
between countries,
states, and cities. Both
types of maps are
valuable for different
purposes. A physical



map helps you
understand the
geography and climate
of the region, while a
political map helps you
understand the
administrative
divisions and
geopolitical
relationships.

For example, a
physical map of the
region clearly shows
how the Himalayas
create a rain shadow
effect that makes
northern Pakistan
relatively dry while the
southern slopes of the
Himalayas and the
delta region of
Bangladesh receive
some of the highest
rainfall in the world. A
political map,
meanwhile, shows the
complex patchwork of
states and provinces
that make up India,

12

Using
Modern

Mapping
Tools

Today, digital mapping
tools like Google Maps,
OpenStreetMap, and
GIS software make it
easier than ever to
explore the map of
Pakistan, India, and
Bangladesh. These
tools allow you to zoom
in on specific areas,
view satellite imagery,
and access layers of
data such as
population density,
land use, and
transportation

networks. Satellite
imagery is particularly
useful for seeing the
real-world geography

Pakistan, and behind th bstract
Bangladesh. .e n € a S, r.ac

lines on a political
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map. You can observe
the green fields of the
Punjab, the brown
deserts of Rajasthan,
the snow-capped peaks
of the Himalayas, and
the vast green delta of
Bangladesh.

These tools also allow
you to overlay
historical maps,
showing how borders
have changed over
time. This is especially
useful for
understanding the
partition of 1947 and
the separation of
Bangladesh in 1971. By
comparing historical
and modern maps, you
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can gain a deeper
appreciation for the
political and human
forces that have
shaped this region.

CONCLUSION

The map of Pakistan,
India, and Bangladesh
is far more than a
collection of lines and
labels. It is a document
of shared history,
diverse cultures, and
complex geopolitics.
From the snow-covered
peaks of the Himalayas
to the fertile delta of
the Ganges and
Brahmaputra, from the
bustling ports of
Karachi



