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DISCOVERING THE SWEET
WORLD OF CHERRY CRUSH BY
CATHY CASSIDY

There are some books that feel  like a
warm  hug  on  a  rainy  afternoon,  and
Cherry  Crush  By  Cathy  Cassidy  is
exactly  one  of  those  treasures.  This
charming  novel,  the  first  in  the  beloved
Chocolate Box Girls series, introduces
readers to a world of blended families,
budding friendships, and the bittersweet

journey of growing up. Cathy Cassidy, a
master  of  contemporary  tween  and
young teen fiction, weaves a story that is
both comforting and compelling, making
it  a  staple on bookshelves for  readers
aged nine to fourteen. In this article, we
will explore every delightful layer of this
book, from its memorable characters to
its  deeper themes,  and explain why it
continues to capture hearts around the
world.

PLOT OVERVIEW: A FRESH START
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IN THE COUNTRYSIDE

The story of  Cherry Crush By Cathy
Cassidy  follows  Cherry  Costello,  a
thirteen-year-old  girl  who  is  about  to
embark  on  a  life-changing  adventure.
Cherry,  her  younger  brother,  and  her
father are moving from their quiet life in
Scotland to start anew in England. The
reason  for  this  move  is  heartfelt:
Cherry's  dad  has  fallen  in  love  with
Charlotte  "Caddy"  Tanberry,  a  woman
with  four  daughters  of  her  own.
Suddenly, Cherry is thrust into a bustling
household full of girls, each with her own
distinct  personality,  secrets,  and
struggles.
Cherry  hopes  for  a  fresh  start,  but
blending two families is never easy. She
faces the challenge of fitting in at a new

school ,  navigat ing  the  complex
dynamics  of  her  new  stepsisters,  and
dealing  with  the  pangs  of  her  first  real
crush. Throughout the narrative, Cherry
must stay true to herself while learning
that  family  is  not  always about  blood,
but  about  love,  trust,  and acceptance.
Cass idy  mas te r fu l l y  ba lances
lighthearted  moments  with  deeper
emotional  arcs,  ensuring  that  readers
remain invested in Cherry's journey from
the very first page.

MEET THE CHARACTERS OF THE
CHOCOLATE BOX GIRLS

One of the greatest strengths of Cherry
Crush By Cathy Cassidy is its vibrant
cast  of  characters.  Each  girl  in  the
Tanberry  household  feels  real,  flawed,
and relatable. Let's take a closer look at
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the key players who make this story so
memorable.

Cherry Costello:
The Heart of the
Story
Cherry is a thoughtful and artistic young
girl with a passion for photography. She
sees the world through her camera lens,
capturing  moments  that  others  might
overlook.  This  creative  perspective
makes  her  a  sympathetic  protagonist.
She  is  nervous  about  the  move  but
remains  optimistic.  Cherry's  internal
struggle revolves around wanting to be
accepted while also feeling the pressure

to  hide  her  true  feelings  to  keep  the
peace. Her growth throughout the novel
is inspiring, as she learns to speak up for
he rse l f  and  embrace  he r  new,
complicated  family.

The Tanberry
Sisters: A Unique
Quartet
Each of Cherry's new stepsisters brings a
different flavor to the story, much like a
box of chocolates.

Skye is gentle, kind, and loves
baking. She is the peacemaker of
the family and often the first to
welcome Cherry. Her warm nature



4

4 Cherry Crush By Cathy Cassidy 2023-03-13

provides a soft landing for Cherry
in the chaotic household.
Summer is energetic, sporty, and
somewhat boy-crazy. She is
outgoing and bubbly, but she also
hides insecurities beneath her
confident exterior.
Coco is the youngest and the most
unpredictable. She is quirky, blunt,
and says exactly what she thinks.
Coco adds a lot of humor to the
story, but her honesty sometimes
causes friction.
Honey is the oldest and the most
complicated. She is beautiful,
popular, and seemingly perfect,
but she carries a heavy burden of
sadness and jealousy. Honey's
cold attitude towards Cherry
creates much of the conflict in the

book, making her a fascinating
character to watch.

Paddy and
Caddy: The
Parents
Cherry's  dad,  Paddy,  is  a  loving  but
slightly oblivious parent who is swept up
in his new romance. Caddy, on the other
hand,  is  warm  and  welcoming  but
struggles  to  manage  her  four  strong-
willed daughters. Their relationship adds
a layer of realism to the story, showing
that adults also make mistakes and have
to work hard at love.
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MAJOR THEMES EXPLORED IN
CHERRY CRUSH BY CATHY
CASSIDY

While Cherry Crush By Cathy Cassidy
is  an entertaining read,  it  also tackles
several important themes that resonate
with young readers.  These themes are
woven naturally  into the plot,  allowing
for  meaningful  discussions  without
feeling  preachy.

Blended Families
and Belonging
The  central  theme of  the  book  is  the
challenge  and  beauty  of  blending  two
families. Cherry feels like an outsider in
her  own  new  home,  struggling  to  find

her  place  among  sisters  who  already
have their own bonds. Cassidy handles
this theme with sensitivity, showing that
building  a  new  family  takes  time,
patience, and a lot of forgiveness. The
book offers comfort to any child who has
ever felt like they do not quite fit in.

Jealousy and
Insecurity
Jealousy  is  a  powerful  emotion  in  this
story,  especially  embodied  by  Honey.
She feels threatened by Cherry's arrival,
fearing  she  will  lose  her  mother's
attention  and  her  position  as  the
"favorite"  daughter.  Cherry  also
experiences  jealousy  when  she  sees
Honey's seemingly perfect life. The book
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encourages  readers  to  look  beyond
surface  appearances  and  understand
that  everyone  has  their  own  battles.

First Love and
Crushes
As the title  suggests,  a  crush plays  a
significant  role  in  the  plot.  Cherry
develops feelings for a boy named Shay,
who also happens to be Honey's secret
love  interest.  This  love  triangle  is
handled  delicately,  exploring  the
confusion, excitement, and heartache of
a  first  crush.  It  teaches  young  readers
about  the  importance  of  honesty  and
respecting others' feelings.

Creativity and
Self-Expression
Cherry's  love  for  photography is  more
than  just  a  hobby;  it  is  her  way  of
processing the world and expressing her
emotions. The book encourages readers
to  find  their  own  creative  outlets,
whether  it  is  art,  music,  writing,  or
baking, as a healthy way to cope with
change and stress.

WRITING STYLE AND TONE

Cathy  Cassidy  has  a  signature  writing
style that is warm, accessible, and full of
heart.  She  uses  simple  yet  evocative
language that  appeals  to middle-grade
readers without  talking down to them.
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The  narrative  is  told  from Cherry's  first-
person perspective, which allows readers
to  experience  her  joys,  fears,  and
confusions intimately. Cassidy sprinkles
in  Scottish  slang  and  references  to
Cherry's heritage, adding authenticity to
the  character's  voice.  The  pacing  is
steady,  with  enough  twists  and
emotional  beats  to  keep  the  pages
turning.  The  tone  strikes  a  perfect
balance  between  lighthearted  fun  and
serious emotional depth, making Cherry
Crush By Cathy Cassidy  a book that
can  be  enjoyed  in  one  sitting  but
remembered for much longer.

WHY CHERRY CRUSH IS PERFECT
FOR YOUNG READERS

If you are a parent, teacher, or librarian
look ing  fo r  a  book  that  i s  bo th

entertaining  and  beneficial  for  a  young
reader,  Cherry  Crush  By  Cathy
Cassidy is an excellent choice. Here are
several reasons why this book stands out
in  the  crowded  field  of  middle-grade
fiction.

Relatable Situations: Many
children experience changes in
family structure, whether through
divorce, remarriage, or moving to
a new place. Cherry's story
provides a mirror for their own
experiences and offers hope that
things can get better.
Strong Role Models: While the
characters are flawed, they
ultimately make good choices and
learn from their mistakes. Cherry
shows courage, empathy, and
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resilience.
Engaging Plot: The blend of
family drama, school life, and
romantic tension keeps the story
exciting without being
inappropriate for younger
audiences.
Encourages Empathy: By seeing
the story from Cherry's
perspective and also
understanding the motivations of
characters like Honey, readers
develop a deeper sense of
empathy and understanding for
others.

COMPARING CHERRY CRUSH TO
OTHER BOOKS IN THE SERIES

Cherry Crush By Cathy Cassidy is the
beginning  of  a  wonderful  series.  The

subsequent books each focus on one of
the  Tanberry  sisters,  giving  readers  a
chance to see the world through their
eyes.  This  unique structure  allows  the
series  to  explore  diverse  personalities
and issues.  For  example,  Marshmallow
Skye  deals  with  anxiety  and  shyness,
while  Summer's  Dream  tackles  body
image  and  eating  disorders.  Starting
with  Cherry's  story  sets  a  strong
foundation,  introducing  the  family
dynamics and setting the stage for the
deeper  explorations  to  come.  Readers
who fall  in  love with the world  of  the
Chocolate  Box  Girls  will  have  plenty
more to enjoy.

THE ENDURING APPEAL OF
CATHY CASSIDY

Cathy  Cassidy  has  been  a  beloved
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author for decades, and Cherry Crush
By Cathy Cassidy  exemplifies  why her
books remain popular.  She has a  rare
talent  for  capturing  the  voice  of  her
young  protagonists  authentically.  Her
stories are not just about problems; they
are  about  growth,  friendship,  and  the
small joys of everyday life. She respects
her readers'  intelligence and emotions,
never  shying  away  from  difficult  topics
but  always  delivering  a  message  of
hope. Her books are often described as
"comfort  reads,"  and  for  good  reason:
they  make you  feel  seen,  understood,
and optimistic.

CONCLUSION: A SWEET
BEGINNING TO A DELIGHTFUL
SERIES

In conclusion, Cherry Crush By Cathy

Cassidy  is  a  beautifully  written,
heartfelt novel that deserves a spot on
every  young  reader's  bookshelf.  It
succeeds as both a standalone story and
the launchpad for a beloved series. With
its  relatable  protagonist,  rich  cast  of
characters, and thoughtful exploration of
family,  jealousy,  and  first  love,  it  offers
something  for  everyone.  Whether  you
are revisiting your childhood favorites or
discovering  this  gem  for  the  first  time,
Cherry Crush is  a book that will  leave
you smiling, thinking, and perhaps even
reaching for the next book in the series.
Cassidy has crafted a world  that  feels
both magical and true to life, reminding
us all  that families come in all  shapes
and sizes, and that love, patience, and a
little bit of creativity can help us through
even the most complicated times. If you
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are  looking  for  a  story  that  is  sweet, satisfying, and full of substance, look no
further than this charming tale.


