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INTRODUCTION:
WHY A STOP-
MOTION CLASSIC
STILL CAPTURES
OUR HEARTS

For generations, the
arrival of December
has meant more than
just cold weather and
holiday shopping. It
signals the return of
beloved television
traditions, and few are
as cherished as the
stop-motion animated
special, Santa Claus
Is Coming To Town.

This 1970 classic,
produced by
Rankin/Bass, has
become a staple of the
holiday season. But
what is it about this
particular film, with its
uniqgue blend of
claymation figures and
heartfelt storytelling,
that continues to
enchant audiences
more than five decades
later? This article
explores the magic
behind the Santa
Claus Is Coming To
Town stop motion
production, its
fascinating history, its
cultural impact, and
why it remains a
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pinnacle of holiday
entertainment.

THE BIRTH OF A
HOLIDAY
TRADITION: THE
RANKIN/BASS
LEGACY

To understand the
significance of Santa
Claus Is Coming To
Town stop motion,
we must first look at
the studio that brought
it to life. Arthur Rankin
Jr. and Jules Bass, the
creative duo behind
Rankin/Bass

Productions, were
pioneers in the world of
television animation.
They specialized in a
technique called
"Animagic," a form of
stop-motion animation
that used physically
manipulated puppets
filmed one frame at a
time. Before this 1970
classic, they had
already scored massive
hits with Rudolph the

Red-Nosed Reindeer
(1964) and Frosty the
Snowman (1969).

The Rankin/Bass style
was instantly
recognizable. The
puppets had a distinct,
slightly doll-like
appearance, with
articulated joints and
expressive faces. The
Santa Claus Is
Coming To Town
stop motion special
took this aesthetic and
pushed it further,
creating a richly
detailed world that felt
both magical and
tangible. The use of
miniature sets,
intricate costumes, and
carefully controlled
lighting gave the film a
warmth that flat
animation often lacked.
It felt like a story come
to life inside a snow
globe.
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The

"Animagi

CII

Process:
How the
Magic

Was

Made

Creating a Santa
Claus Is Coming To
Town stop motion
film was an
extraordinary labor of
love. The animators
worked with armatured
puppets, typically
made from foam latex
over a metal skeleton.
Each tiny
movement—a hand
raised in greeting, a

sleigh bell ringing, a
snowflake falling—had
to be physically posed
and shot one frame at
a time. A single second
of screen time required
24 individual frames.
The patience and
precision required are
staggering.

The production was
handled by MOM
Production in Japan, a
studio that became
famous for its work
with Rankin/Bass. The
Japanese animators
brought an incredible
level of craftsmanship
to the Santa Claus Is
Coming To Town
stop motion project.
They built a vibrant,
snowy landscape from
scratch, complete with
miniature trees, cozy

cottages, and the
towering, forbidding
Castle of the

Burgermeister
Meisterburger. The
attention to detail is



part of the film's
enduring charm. From
the texture of Santa's
beard to the gleam of
the toys in his
workshop, every
element was
handcrafted.

PLOT AND
STORYTELLING:
THE ORIGIN OF
SANTA CLAUS

The narrative of the
Santa Claus Is
Coming To Town
stop motion special is
cleverly framed as a
letter from a young
child asking about the
origins of Santa Claus.
The story is then told
by a postal carrier
named S.D. Kluger
(voiced by Fred
Astaire, who also
narrates and sings).
Kluger takes us back to

Burgermeister
Meisterburger, who has
outlawed all toys.

We are introduced to a
baby named Claus,
who is left on the
doorstep of the Kringle
family, elves who live
in the magical woods
outside of town. As
Claus grows up, he
becomes a master
toymaker, but when he
tries to deliver his
creations to the
children of
Sombertown, he runs
afoul of the law. This
sets off a series of
adventures that
explain how Claus got
his red suit, his
reindeer, his sleigh,
and his tradition of
delivering gifts down
chimneys. The Santa
Claus Is Coming To
Town stop motion

the legendary kingdom narrative is a
of Sombertown, a Mmasterclass in myth-
dreary place ruled by building, weaving
the grumpy together familiar
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elements of the Santa
lore into a single,
cohesive origin story.

Key
Character
s That
Define
the
Special

One of the reasons the
Santa Claus |Is
Coming To Town
stop motion film is so
beloved is its cast of
memorable characters.
They are not just
puppets; they are
personalities with
depth and humor.

¢ Kris Klinker
(Young Santa):
A rebellious,
kind-hearted

young man who
simply wants to
bring joy to
children. He is
the emotional
core of the film.

e Jessica: Kris's

love interest and
the
schoolteacher.
She is strong-
willed,
intelligent, and
supportive,
making her far
more than just a
romantic
sidekick.

The
Burgermeister
Meisterburger:
The perfect
villain. He is
curmudgeonly,
petty, and
hilariously
grumpy. His
hatred of toys
and children
makes him a
formidable
opponent.



THE Mej§i€: SONGS
Kringle: The
Master EIf and
the King of the
Elves, who act as
Santa's mentors
and provide the
magical know-
how for toy-
making.

e Winter
Warlock:
Perhaps the most
poignant
character. He
starts as a scary,
lonely figure
living on a
mountain, but
Kris's kindness
transforms him
into the lovable
"Warm Warlock."
His redemption
arc is a touching
highlight of the
Santa Claus Is
Coming To
Town stop
motion story.

THAT BECOME
EARWORMS

No Rankin/Bass special
is complete without its
music, and the Santa
Claus Is Coming To
Town stop motion
film is no exception.
The score was
composed by Maury
Laws, with lyrics by
Jules Bass. The title
song, "Santa Claus Is
Coming to Town," is
used as a recurring
theme, but the original
songs are what truly
define the film.

Tracks like "If You Sit
on My Lap Today" and
"Put One Foot in Front
of the Other" are not
just catchy; they carry
the narrative forward.
The latter, sung by the
Winter Warlock, is a
powerful metaphor for
change and personal
growth. The music in
the Santa Claus Is
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Coming To Town
stop motion special is
deeply integrated into
the story, providing
emotional beats that
resonate with both
children and adults.
Fred Astaire's smooth,
conversational singing
style adds a layer of
intimacy to the
proceedings.

CULTURAL IMPACT
AND ENDURING
LEGACY

The Santa Claus Is
Coming To Town
stop motion special
has had a profound
impact on how we
perceive the Santa
Claus mythos. Before
this film, the story of
Santa was fragmented.
This special gave us a
definitive, cinematic
origin. It codified the
idea that Santa was
once a human child
adopted by elves, that
he earned his reindeer

through kindness, and
that his mission was
born from a specific act
of rebellion against a
corrupt authority.

The film also set a
standard for holiday
storytelling. It balanced
humor and heart,
darkness and light. The
Burgermeister's
tyranny felt genuinely
threatening to young
viewers, but the
resolution was always
warm and satisfying.
The Santa Claus Is
Coming To Town
stop motion aesthetic
has become so iconic
that it is often parodied
and referenced in other
media, from Family
Guy to South Park. It
occupies a sacred
space in the collective
memory of anyone who
grew up in the 1970s,
80s, or 90s.



Why
Stop-

walk, a visible seam in
a costume—add a
sense of authenticity.
They remind us that
real human hands

Motion:rafted this world.

Still

Matters

Today

In an age of CGI and
hyper-realistic digital
animation, the appeal
of Santa Claus Is
Coming To Town
stop motion might
seem quaint, but it is
precisely this
"quaintness" that
makes it so powerful.
There is a tangible
quality to the art form.
You can almost feel the
texture of the snow,
the weight of the
wooden toys. The
imperfections—a slight
wobble in a character's

1. Tactile Reality:
The physicality of
the puppets and
sets creates a
sense of
presence that
digital animation
often lacks.

2. Timeless Craft:
The painstaking
work of the
animators is
visible in every
frame, inspiring
awe and respect.

3. Nostalgic
Comfort: For
many, the Santa
Claus Is
Coming To
Town stop
motion special
iS synonymous
with childhood,
family, and the
comfort of

8 Santa Claus Is Coming To Town Stop2023-11-18
Motion



Santa Claus Is Coming To Town Stop
Motion 9

tradition. It is a
link to simpler
times.

PRODUCTION
CHALLENGES AND
BEHIND-THE-
SCENES STORIES

The making of the
Santa Claus |Is
Coming To Town
stop motion film was
not without its
challenges. The stop-
motion process is
notoriously slow. It
could take a full week
to produce just a few
minutes of finished
footage. The animators
had to maintain
absolute consistency. If
a character's arm was
accidentally moved a
millimeter too far, the
shot had to be redone.
The lighting had to be
carefully monitored to
avoid flickering
between frames.

One interesting behind-

the-scenes story
involves the character
of the Winter Warlock.
Early designs made
him look genuinely
terrifying, but the
creators decided to
soften his appearance
to make his
redemption more
believable. The result
is a character who
looks imposing but has
kind eyes. The voice
acting, provided by
Keenan Wynn, adds a
gruff but vulnerable
edge to the character.
These careful artistic
choices ensured the
Santa Claus |Is
Coming To Town
stop motion special
would appeal to the
widest possible
audience.

COMPARING TO
OTHER
RANKIN/BASS
CLASSICS

How does Santa Claus



Is Coming To Town
stop motion stack up
against its siblings?
Rudolph the Red-Nosed
Reindeer is often
considered the gold
standard, with its more
complex animation and
darker undertones.
Frosty the Snowman is
simpler and more
whimsical, using
traditional cel
animation in its first
half. However, the
Santa Claus Is
Coming To Town
stop motion special
holds a unique
position. It is the most
narrative-driven of the
three, acting as a full
biography rather than
a single adventure. It
also has the strongest
central villain and the
most satisfying
romantic subplot.

Furthermore, the
Santa Claus Is
Coming To Town
stop motion film has

10

a broader scope. It
covers decades of the
character's life, from
infancy to his first
Christmas Eve as the
Santa we all know. This
gives the story an epic
feel, even within its 48-
minute runtime. It is a
complete and self-
contained mythology.

EDUCATIONAL
VALUE: LESSONS
FOR A NEW
GENERATION

Beyond the
entertainment value,
the Santa Claus Is
Coming To Town
stop motion special
offers several valuable
lessons. The story
emphasizes kindness
in the face of
opposition. Kris Klinker
does not fight the
Burgermeister with
violence; he fights him
with generosity. He
gives away toys
despite the threat of
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punishment. The film
also teaches the
importance of standing
up for what is right,
even when it is hard.
Jessica, the
schoolteacher, defies
the Burgermeister's
orders to continue
teaching about the joy
of giving.

The character arc of
the Winter Warlock
provides a powerful
message about
redemption and the
capacity for change.
He is not inherently
evil; he is lonely and
scared. A single act of
kindness from Kris
transforms his entire
life. These themes are
woven seamlessly into
the Santa Claus Is
Coming To Town

stop motion
narrative, making the
flm a gentle but
effective tool for

teaching empathy and
courage to children.
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HOW TO WATCH
AND PRESERVE
THE TRADITION

For decades, watching
the Santa Claus Is
Coming To Town
stop motion special
was a yearly
appointment on
network television.
Today, it is widely
available on DVD, Blu-
ray, and streaming
platforms. Many
families have made it a
ritual to watch it
together while
decorating the tree or
baking cookies. The
film's short runtime
makes it perfect for a
cozy family movie
night.

Preserving the tradition
of watching this Santa
Claus Is Coming To
Town stop motion
classic is about more
than just nostalgia. It is
about passing on a
piece of cultural



history. Introduce it to
the youngest members
of your family. Show
them the artistry that
went into making
something beautiful
without computers. Let
them experience the
simple joy of a story
well told, with puppets
that feel as real as the
people in the room.

CONCLUSION: THE
ENDURING MAGIC
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OF A HANDMADE
CHRISTMAS

The Santa Claus Is
Coming To Town
stop motion special is
far more than a holiday
cartoon. It is a
testament to the power
of imagination, the
value of craftsmanship,
and the enduring
appeal of a good origin
story. It took a beloved
cultural
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