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INTRODUCTION: WHY YOUR
BATMAN NEW 52 READING
ORDER MATTERS

In September 2011, DC Comics rebooted
its entire universe with the New 52,
offering a fresh starting point for
longtime fans and a perfect entry for
newcomers. No character benefited from
this relaunch more than Batman. Under
the visionary writing of Scott Snyder
and the stunning art of Greg Capullo,

the Dark Knight's mythos was
reimagined with a modern sensibility
while retaining its core gothic soul. But
with multiple interconnected titles,
crossovers, and timeline shifts, jumping
in blindly can feel like navigating the
Batcave without a flashlight. That is
exactly what a well-crafted Batman
New 52 reading order provides: a
clear path through the shadows.

This guide is designed to help you
experience the New 52 Batman saga in a
way that maximizes narrative payoff,
respects character introductions, and
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avoids spoilers. Whether you are a
seasoned collector looking to fill gaps or
a complete beginner picking up your first
trade paperback, this Batman New 52
reading order will serve as your
roadmap. We will cover the core series,
the family titles, and the major event
arcs—all while keeping the story
coherent and thrilling.

UNDERSTANDING THE NEW 52
BATMAN UNIVERSE

The New 52 reset the clock for Batman,
but unlike other characters (such as
Superman or the Justice League), much
of Batman’s history remained intact.
Bruce Wayne had been Batman for
about five years before the reboot. This
allowed writers to keep classic elements
like the death of Jason Todd and Barbara

Gordon’s paralysis while streamlining
others. The result was a Batman who
was grim, experienced, but still evolving.

One of the smartest decisions DC made
was to let Scott Snyder helm the main
Batman title while Tony S. Daniel
initially took over Detective Comics.
Later, John Layman and Francis
Manapul would shape their own runs.
The family of Bat-titles expanded to
include Batman and Robin, Nightwing,
Batgirl, Batwoman, Catwoman, Birds of
Prey, and more. Understanding how
these series interlock is the key to a
rewarding reading experience.

THE CORE BATMAN TITLES: THE
SPINE OF YOUR READING ORDER

Before we dive into a specific sequence,
it is important to know which series form
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the backbone of the Batman New 52
reading order. These are the titles you
cannot skip:

e Batman (Volume 2, issues
#1-52) - Written by Scott Snyder,
this is the flagship title and the
heart of the New 52 Batman story.
It introduces the Court of Owls, the
Joker’s "Death of the Family," and
the "Zero Year" origin.

» Detective Comics (Volume 2,
issues #1-52) - Initially by Tony
S. Daniel, later by John Layman
and Francis Manapul. It runs
parallel to the main title and
features standalone arcs that
sometimes intersect.

e Batman and Robin (Volume 2,
issues #1-40) - Written by Peter

J. Tomasi, focusing on the
relationship between Bruce and his
son Damian Wayne (the current
Robin). Emotionally devastating
and essential for anyone who
cares about the Bat-Family.

These three series form the primary
narrative stream. However, to get the
full picture, you will also want to read
Batman Incorporated (which completed
Grant Morrison’s run within the New 52),
Batman: The Dark Knight (a darker,
supernatural-tinged series), and the
various solo titles of the Bat-Family.

MAJOR STORY ARCS IN
CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER (THE
ULTIMATE LIST)

Below is a recommended Batman New



52 reading order by story arc. This (#8-12), which involves a citywide
sequence prioritizes the main Batman assault. Read these back-to-back.
title and its direct branches, weaving in

crossovers at their correct points. 2. DeteCtive
1. Batman, Vol.  Comics, Vol. 1:

1: The Court of  Faces of Death
Owls (Batman (Detective

#1-7) Comics #1-7)

Start here. This arc introduces the secret
society that has controlled Gotham for
centuries. It is a masterclass in building
tension and redefining Batman’s
detective skills. The story continues into
Batman, Vol. 2: The City of Owls

While the main Batman title deals with
the Owls, Detective Comics gives us the
return of the Joker in a subtler but
equally menacing story. It also
introduces the new character, the
"Joker’'s Daughter." This arc is a good
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companion piece.

3. Batman and
Robin, Vol. 1:
Born to Kill
(Batman and
Robin #1-8)

Peter Tomasi’'s emotional run begins
here, focusing on Bruce and Damian. It
functions independently but ties into the
larger themes of legacy. Read it after the
Owls story to avoid tone shift.

4. Nightwing,
Vol. 1: Traps and
Trapezes
(Nightwing #1-7)

Dick Grayson'’s solo series is heavily tied
to the Court of Owls storyline. In fact, the
Owls arc concludes in Nightwing #8-9
and Batman #12. For a seamless
experience, read Nightwing #1-7 after
Batman #7, then Batman #8-11,
Nightwing #8-9, and Batman #12.



5. Batman: The

Dark Knight, \3:
1: Knight Terr
(Batman: The

Dark Knight
#1-9)

This series takes a more supernatural
route, but it remains part of the core
timeline. Its first arc introduces the
Scarecrow in a new way. It can be read
anytime after the Owls arc, but it fits

best before the massive Joker events.

Joker: Death of

t%rse Family - The

rossover

This is the first major crossover event in
the New 52 Batman line. The Joker
returns after a year-long absence with a
plan to unmask and destroy the Bat-
Family. The main story is in Batman
#13-17, but tie-in issues from Batgirl,
Catwoman, Nightwing, Batman and
Robin, and Detective Comics add depth.
A complete Batman New 52 reading
order should include these tie-ins if you
want the full emotional impact.
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/. Batqirl, Vol. 3: (Batman
Death of the #21-33)
Family (Batgirl U5 back to Bruce's frst year o Batman
#13-10) New 52, It s long but rilant. Read it 2

_ . a single block. Note: Detective Comics
Barbara Gordon’s confrontation with the #25-29 also tell a separate "Zero Year"

Joker is particularly harrowing because story (Gotham's Blackout), but it is
of their history (The Killing Joke). This is optional.

a must-read tie-in.
8. Zero Year 9. Batman



Eternal (Weekly
series, #1-52)

A year-long weekly series published from
2014 to 2015 that acts as a massive Bat-
Family epic. It ties together many
characters and sets up events for the
final years of the New 52. The reading
order here is straightforward: read the
entire series between Zero Year and
Endgame.

10. Batman, Vol.

/: Endgame
(Batman
#35-40)

The Joker returns once more with a
vengeance, and the stakes are
apocalyptic. This is the conclusion of
Snyder’s Joker arc and one of the best
Batman stories ever written. It directly
follows Batman Eternal.

11. Batman and
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' . should be read after Endgame to avoid
RObln ’ VOl . 7 ' spoilers. It closes the emotional arc of

Bruce and Damian.

Robin Rises 12. Batman, Vol.

(Babtlman and 8: Superheavy
Robin #33-40 + (Batman

Robin Rises: #41-45)
Omega #1 and Post-Endgame, Bruce Wayne is out of

commission and a new Batman (James
Al pha # 1) Gordon) takes over. This controversial
arc explores what Gotham looks like

This arc deals with the death (and wijthout the original Dark Knight. It sets
potential return) of Damian Wayne. It yp the final volume.

runs parallel to Endgame in timeline, but
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13. Batman, Vol.
9: Bloom

(Batman
#46-50)

Bruce returns as Batman to face a new
villain, Bloom. This is the penultimate
arc of the New 52 main title.

14. Batman, Vol.

10: Epilogue
(Batman
#51-52)

A two-issue epilogue that wraps up loose
ends and transitions into DC Rebirth. It is
a quiet, character-driven conclusion to
the entire Snyder / Capullo run.

15. Robin: Son of
Batman (Vol. 1,
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ignore the solo series of Dick Grayson
# 1_13) - (Nightwing), Barbara Gordon (Batgirl),
Jason Todd (Red Hood and the Outlaws),

O ptl O n a | Tim Drake (Teen Titans / Red Robin), and

Kate Kane (Batwoman). Here is a general

Epl'Ogue guideline:

e Nightwing (Vol. 2, #1-30) -

After Damian’s resurrection, his solo Essential during the Court of Owls
series begins here. It fits after the main arc and Death of the Family. After
continuity but is worth reading for issue #30, Dick Grayson loses his
closure on Damian’s journey. memory and becomes a spy in

Grayson (which is part of New 52

HOW TO READ THE BAT-FAMILY ,
but moves away from Batman’s

TITLES IN PARALLEL

orbit).
If you want a truly immersive Batman e Batgirl (Vol. 4, #1-52) - Barbara’s
New 52 reading order, you cannot solo title is
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