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UNLOCKING SUCCESS: A DEEP DIVE INTO THE AP
PSYCHOLOGY EXAM 2017 MULTIPLE CHOICE
ANSWERS

The Advanced Placement Psychology exam represents a
significant milestone for high school students aiming to earn
college credit and demonstrate their mastery of psychological
science. For many, the multiple choice section is the most
challenging component, requiring both breadth of knowledge and
strategic test-taking skills. The AP Psychology Exam 2017
multiple choice answers offer more than just a score—they
provide a valuable blueprint for understanding how the College
Board frames questions, tests concepts, and evaluates student
reasoning. By carefully analyzing these questions and their
corresponding answers, students can develop sharper instincts
for the AP exam format and significantly improve their
performance. This article explores the structure of the 2017
exam, the content areas it covered, and how you can use past
multiple choice answers to build a stronger foundation for test
day.

The Structure of the 2017
AP Psychology Exam

The 2017 AP Psychology exam followed the standard format that
has become familiar to students and educators alike. The
multiple choice section consisted of 100 questions, to be
completed in 70 minutes. This section accounted for two-thirds of
the total exam score, making it a critical component of a
student's final grade. The remaining third came from the free-
response section, which included two essay questions requiring
students to apply psychological concepts to real-world scenarios.

Understanding the AP Psychology Exam 2017 multiple
choice answers requires recognizing that the questions were
designed to test not just rote memorization but also the ability to
analyze, synthesize, and evaluate psychological principles. The
College Board distributed questions across the discipline's major
subfields, ensuring a comprehensive assessment of a student's
knowledge. The 2017 exam covered all fourteen core content
areas outlined in the AP Psychology curriculum, with an emphasis
on research methods, biological bases of behavior, and social

Why Analyzing Past
Multiple Choice Answers
Matters

Many students focus exclusively on reviewing content, believing
that knowing the material is sufficient to answer any question
correctly. While content knowledge is essential, the AP
Psychology Exam 2017 multiple choice answers reveal
something equally important: the test makers' logic and
reasoning patterns. Each question is carefully constructed to

include plausible distractors—answer choices that seem correct
but contain subtle errors. By studying how these distractors are
designed, you can train yourself to recognize common traps and
avoid them on test day.

Another reason to study past answers is the consistency of the
exam's structure. The College Board maintains a rigorous
standard across years, meaning that the types of questions asked
in 2017 are likely to appear in similar forms on future exams.
Terms like "encoding," "operant conditioning," and "cognitive
dissonance" appear repeatedly, but the scenarios used to test
these concepts change. By reviewing how these terms were
presented in 2017, you can develop flexibility in applying your
knowledge to new situations.

Key Content Areas Tested
in the 2017 Exam

HiSTORY AND APPROACHES

The 2017 exam dedicated several questions to the history of
psychology and the major theoretical perspectives. Students
were asked to identify key figures such as Wilhelm Wundt,
William James, and Sigmund Freud, as well as to distinguish
between the behavioral, cognitive, biological, and sociocultural
approaches. The AP Psychology Exam 2017 multiple choice
answers in this section often required students to match a
specific psychologist with their primary contribution or to identify
which perspective best explains a given phenomenon. A common
distractor involved confusing the humanistic perspective with the
cognitive perspective, as both emphasize internal mental
processes but with different emphases.

RESEARCH METHODS AND STATISTICS

This content area consistently accounts for a significant portion of
the multiple choice section, and 2017 was no exception.
Questions tested students' understanding of experimental design,
correlation coefficients, statistical significance, and ethical
guidelines. The AP Psychology Exam 2017 multiple choice
answers for this section often hinged on recognizing the
difference between a dependent and independent variable,
identifying confounding variables, and interpreting scatterplots.
Students who struggled frequently confused positive and
negative correlations or misidentified the appropriate statistical
test for a given research design.

BioLoGicAL BASES OF BEHAVIOR

The biological psychology questions in 2017 covered the nervous
system, brain structures, neurotransmitters, and the endocrine
system. Students needed to know the functions of the amygdala,
hippocampus, and hypothalamus, as well as the roles of
dopamine, serotonin, and acetylcholine. The multiple choice
answers often required students to apply this knowledge to
clinical scenarios, such as identifying which neurotransmitter
imbalance is associated with Parkinson's disease or which brain
structure is most involved in memory formation. Reviewing the
AP Psychology Exam 2017 multiple choice answers reveals
that questions frequently linked biological concepts to
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psychological disorders, emphasizing the integration of biology
and behavior.

SENSATION AND PERCEPTION

Questions in this area tested students on the sensory systems,
including vision, audition, olfaction, and somatosensation.
Perceptual principles, such as Gestalt laws, depth cues, and
perceptual constancy, were also heavily represented. The 2017
exam included questions on signal detection theory, sensory
adaptation, and the difference between top-down and bottom-up
processing. The AP Psychology Exam 2017 multiple choice
answers for this section often required students to apply
concepts to visual illusions or real-world examples, such as why a
person can still recognize a friend's face in a dimly lit room.

LEARNING

The learning section focused on classical conditioning, operant
conditioning, and observational learning. Students needed to
identify the unconditioned stimulus, conditioned response, and
reinforcement schedules in various scenarios. The 2017 exam
included questions on shaping, extinction, and spontaneous
recovery. The AP Psychology Exam 2017 multiple choice
answers in this area frequently tested the distinction between
negative reinforcement and punishment, a concept that many
students find confusing. The questions also required an
understanding of how observational learning, as demonstrated in
Bandura's Bobo doll experiment, differs from direct conditioning.

COGNITIVE PSYCHOLOGY

Cognitive psychology questions covered memory, thinking,
problem-solving, and language. Students needed to understand
the stages of memory (encoding, storage, retrieval), the different
types of memory (sensory, short-term, long-term), and the
factors that influence forgetting. The 2017 exam included
questions on the serial position effect, the spacing effect, and the
misinformation effect. The AP Psychology Exam 2017
multiple choice answers for this section often required
students to apply memory concepts to study techniques or
eyewitness testimony scenarios. Problem-solving questions
tested understanding of algorithms, heuristics, and mental sets.

DEVELOPMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY

Developmental psychology questions spanned the entire lifespan,
with an emphasis on infancy and adolescence. Students needed
to know Piaget's stages of cognitive development, Kohlberg's
stages of moral reasoning, and Erikson's psychosocial stages. The
2017 exam also included questions on attachment theory,
parenting styles, and the effects of early deprivation. The AP
Psychology Exam 2017 multiple choice answers in this area
frequently tested the ability to match a developmental stage with
a characteristic behavior or to identify which theorist proposed a
specific concept.

MoTIVvATION, EMOTION, AND PERSONALITY

This section covered theories of motivation (drive reduction,
incentive, and Maslow's hierarchy), theories of emotion (James-
Lange, Cannon-Bard, and Schachter-Singer), and major
personality theories (psychoanalytic, humanistic, trait, and social-
cognitive). The 2017 exam included questions on the Big Five
personality traits, defense mechanisms, and the role of the id,
ego, and superego. The AP Psychology Exam 2017 multiple
choice answers for this section often required students to
distinguish between similar concepts, such as the difference

between the James-Lange and Cannon-Bard theories of emotion
or the distinction between intrinsic and extrinsic motivation.

CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY

Clinical psychology questions tested students' knowledge of
psychological disorders and their treatments. The 2017 exam
covered the DSM-5 classification system, the symptoms of major
disorders (e.g., major depressive disorder, generalized anxiety
disorder, schizophrenia, bipolar disorder), and various therapeutic
approaches (e.g., cognitive-behavioral therapy, psychodynamic
therapy, biomedical therapies). The AP Psychology Exam 2017
multiple choice answers in this area frequently tested the
ability to match a set of symptoms with the correct disorder or to
identify which therapeutic technique would be most appropriate
for a specific condition.

SociAL PSYCHOLOGY

Social psychology questions covered attribution theory, attitude
formation and change, conformity, obedience, group dynamics,
and prejudice. The 2017 exam included questions on the
fundamental attribution error, the foot-in-the-door phenomenon,
and the bystander effect. Students needed to understand classic
studies such as Milgram's obedience experiment, Asch's
conformity study, and Zimbardo's Stanford prison experiment.
The AP Psychology Exam 2017 multiple choice answers for
this section often required students to apply social psychology
concepts to real-world situations, such as explaining why people
conform to group norms or why they fail to help in emergencies.

How to Effectively Use the
2017 Multiple Choice

Answers for Study

Simply reading the AP Psychology Exam 2017 multiple
choice answers is not enough to improve your score. To gain
the maximum benefit, use a systematic approach. First, take the
2017 multiple choice section under timed conditions, simulating
the actual exam environment. This helps you build stamina and
time management skills. After completing the section, review
each question individually, regardless of whether you answered it
correctly. For each question, analyze why the correct answer is
right and why each distractor is wrong. This process reinforces
your understanding of the content and helps you identify gaps in
your knowledge.

Pay particular attention to questions that you answered
incorrectly or that you guessed on. These represent areas where
your understanding is weakest. Look for patterns in your
mistakes—are you consistently confusing similar concepts, or are
you struggling with a specific content area? The AP Psychology
Exam 2017 multiple choice answers can serve as a diagnostic
tool to guide your review. For instance, if you missed several
questions on research methods, allocate additional study time to
experimental design and statistics. If you struggled with clinical
psychology questions, review the DSM-5 criteria for major
disorders and the corresponding treatment approaches.

Common Mistakes Students
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Made on the 2017 Multiple
Choice Section

Analysis of the AP Psychology Exam 2017 multiple choice
answers reveals several common mistakes that students made.
One frequent error was misreading the question stem. Some
students failed to notice keywords such as "except," "not," or
"which of the following is least likely." These words completely
change the meaning of the question, and overlooking them can
lead to an incorrect answer even when the content knowledge is
sound. Another common mistake was choosing an answer that
was factually correct but did not directly address the question.
For example, a question might ask for the specific brain structure
involved in emotion regulation, and a student might select an
answer about the frontal lobe's role in decision-making, which is
true but not relevant to the question.

Students also frequently fell for distractors that used absolute
terms such as "always," "never," or "all." In psychology, few

principles hold true in every circumstance, so answers containing
absolute terms are rarely correct. Additionally, some students
chose answers that reflected popular myths or misconceptions
about psychology rather than established scientific findings. The
AP Psychology Exam 2017 multiple choice answers show
that the test makers deliberately include these common
misconceptions as distractors, knowing that many students rely
on intuition rather than evidence-based knowledge.

Strategies for Approaching
AP Psychology Multiple
Choice Questions

Success on the AP Psychology multiple choice section requires a
combination of content knowledge and test-taking strategy. One
effective approach is to read the question carefully and try to
answer it in your own words before looking at the answer choices.
This prevents you from being influenced



