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INTRODUCTION TO THE MAZDA B
26001 1993

In the early 1990s, the compact pickup
truck segment was fiercely competitive,
with manufacturers vying to build the
most reliable, capable, and comfortable
workhorses. Among the contenders, the
Mazda B 2600i 1993 stands out as a
memorable model that combined rugged
utility with surprising refinement. This
truck was part of Mazda’s long-running
B-Series line, which had earned a
reputation for durability and practicality
since its debut in the 1960s. The 1993
B2600i represented a significant
upgrade, featuring a fuel-injected 2.6-
liter engine that delivered smooth power
and better drivability than its carbureted
predecessors. For enthusiasts and truck
lovers looking back at this era, the
Mazda B 2600i 1993 remains a
benchmark for simple, honest truck
design.

In this article, we’ll explore every aspect
of this iconic pickup — from its engine
specifications and driving dynamics to its
place in automotive history. Whether
you are considering a restoration
project, shopping for a classic work
truck, or simply curious about what
made the Mazda B 2600i 1993 special,
this comprehensive guide will provide all
the details you need.

ENGINE AND PERFORMANCE

SPECIFICATIONS

The heart of the Mazda B 2600i 1993
is a 2.6-liter inline-four-cylinder engine
equipped with electronic fuel injection —
hence the “i” in the name. This engine,
known internally as the Mazda F2, was a
proven powerplant that also saw service
in Mazda’s larger sedans and MPVs. Here
are the key specifications:

e Displacement: 2.6 liters (2600
cc)

e Fuel System: Multiport electronic
fuel injection (EFI)

e Horsepower: Approximately 121
hp at 4,600 rpm

e Torque: 149 |b-ft at 3,500 rpm

e Compression Ratio: 8.2:1

 Drivetrain Options: Rear-wheel
drive (RWD) or part-time four-
wheel drive (4WD)

e Transmission Choices: 5-speed
manual (standard) or 4-speed
automatic (optional)

While these numbers may seem modest
by modern standards, the Mazda B
2600i 1993 offered ample low-end
torque for hauling and towing. The fuel
injection system improved cold starts,
throttle response, and overall efficiency
compared to the carbureted 2.6L that
had been used in earlier B2600 models.
Owners often reported that the engine
could run reliably for hundreds of
thousands of miles with proper
maintenance—a testament to its robust
design.
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Fuel Economy

models sat about an inch higher than
their RWD counterparts and often
featured fender flares to accommodate

and Real-Worlger tires.

Driving

Fuel efficiency was reasonable for its
class. The Mazda B 2600i 1993
achieved roughly 16-19 mpg in city
driving and 21-25 mpg on the highway,
depending on driving habits and whether
the vehicle was equipped with 4WD.
While not outstanding, these figures
were competitive with other compact
trucks of the era like the Toyota Hilux
and Ford Ranger. The electronic fuel
injection also helped the engine run
cleaner, meeting tightening emissions
standards in North America and other
markets.

EXTERIOR DESIGN AND
DIMENSIONS

The styling of the Mazda B 2600i 1993
was quintessentially early-90s: boxy,
functional, and no-nonsense. The front
end featured a simple grille with
rectangular headlights, a chrome or
black bumper, and a prominent hood
line. The bed (available in short or long
configurations) was made of double-wall
steel, offering durability for heavy loads.
The truck’s overall length varied
between roughly 177 inches (for the
regular cab short bed) and 199 inches
(for the extended cab long bed). Height
ranged from 62 to 67 inches depending
on drivetrain and cab style.

One distinct visual cue of the Mazda B
2600i 1993 was its “Mazda” tailgate
lettering, often finished in debossed
chrome. The truck also came with steel
wheels or optional aluminum alloys, and
a standard rear step bumper. The 4WD

INTERIOR COMFORT AND
FEATURES

Step inside the Mazda B 2600i 1993,
and you’d find a cabin designed with
utility in mind — but with a few
unexpected touches of comfort. The
bench seat (or optional bucket seats in
the LE trim) was covered in durable cloth
or vinyl, and the dashboard layout
placed all controls within easy reach.
The instrument cluster included a
speedometer, tachometer, fuel gauge,
and temperature gauge, with warning
lights for oil pressure and battery
charge.

Depending on the trim level, the Mazda
B 2600i 1993 could be equipped with:

e Air conditioning (often dealer-
installed or optional)

e AM/FM radio with cassette player

e Power steering (standard on most
models)

e Sliding rear window (on extended
cab)

e Removable two-piece hardtop (on
some SE versions)

The extended cab variant — often called
the “Cab Plus” — added a small rear
seat area, ideal for children, extra
storage, or a pet. While not spacious, it
made the truck more versatile for small
families.

DRIVING EXPERIENCE AND
HANDLING

On the road, the Mazda B 2600i 1993
delivered a ride that was firm but not
punishing, especially compared to its
biggest rivals. The suspension consisted
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of independent front double wishbones
with torsion bars, and a leaf-spring solid
axle in the rear. This setup was typical
for the class and provided good
load-carrying ability while maintaining
acceptable comfort for daily driving.

Steering was recirculating-ball (later
models received power steering as
standard), which gave a somewhat
vague feel by modern standards, but still
allowed for predictable handling at low
speeds. Braking was handled by front
discs and rear drums, which were
adequate for the truck’s weight and
performance. Owners often praised the
Mazda B 2600i 1993 for its stable
highway manners and the confidence it
inspired on gravel or fire roads.

Off-Road
Capability

The 4WD version of the Mazda B 2600i
1993 featured a part-time transfer case
with locking front hubs (manual or
automatic). Ground clearance was about
8.5 inches, and approach and departure
angles were respectable for a compact
truck. With the 2.6-liter engine’s torque
and a low-range gear, the truck could
tackle moderate off-road trails, though it
was not a hardcore rock crawler. Many
owners found it a capable companion for
hunting, camping, and light-duty
off-roading.

RELIABILITY AND COMMON
ISSUES

Durability is a hallmark of the Mazda B
2600i 1993, but like any vehicle of its
age, it has a few known trouble spots.
The electronic fuel injection system is
generally reliable, but the wiring
harnesses can become brittle over time,

leading to sensor or injector issues. The
engine’s timing belt should be replaced
every 60,000 miles; if neglected, belt
failure can cause serious engine
damage.

Other common concerns with the Mazda
B 2600i 1993 include:

e Rust on the rear wheel arches,
rocker panels, and bed floor -
especially in regions with road salt.

e Worn manual transmission
synchronizers (the 5-speed unit
can become notchy with high
mileage).

e Carburetor linkage wear (only
applies to earlier carbureted
versions, not the 2600i EFI).

e Faulty speedometer cables or
cluster gears.

Despite these issues, many examples of
the Mazda B 2600i 1993 have survived
well past 200,000 miles with basic
maintenance. Parts remain widely
available through aftermarket suppliers
and online forums dedicated to Mazda
trucks.

COMPARISON TO COMPETITORS

In 1993, the Mazda B 2600i went
head-to-head with several strong
competitors. Here's how it stacked up:

Ford Ranger

The Ford Ranger (especially the 4.0L V6
model) offered more power and a wider
selection of engines. However, the
Mazda B 2600i 1993 was often praised
for its smoother 4-cylinder refinement
and lower price point. The Ranger also
had a larger aftermarket following, but
Mazda’'s truck was considered more
reliable over the long term.




Toyota Hilux

The Toyota Hilux (sold as the Toyota
Pickup in the U.S. until 1995) was
legendary for durability. Compared to
the Hilux's 22-RE 2.4L engine, the
Mazda's 2.6L offered similar power but
slightly less fuel economy. The Mazda’s
interior was often rated as more
comfortable, and its price was usually
lower both new and used.

Isuzu P'up

Isuzu’'s compact pickup was also a
reliable contender, but by 1993 its
designs were aging. The Mazda B
2600i 1993 benefited from a more
modern fuel-injected engine and better
availability of parts in North America
thanks to Mazda’'s deeper dealer
network.

overlanders who appreciate their
compact size and reliability.

Values for a clean, low-mileage Mazda B
2600i 1993 have been slowly rising,
especially for the Cab Plus or special
edition trims like the SE. A
well-preserved example can fetch
between $5,000 and $10,000, while a
daily-driver condition truck may sell for
$2,000-%$4,000. Rust is the biggest value
killer, so finding a southern-state truck
or one that has been properly
undercoated is essential.

For those willing to invest in restoration,
the Mazda B 2600i 1993 offers a
rewarding project. Parts are still
available, aftermarket support exists for
suspension and performance upgrades,
and the mechanical simplicity means
that most work can be done in a home
garage.

CONCLUSION

LEGACY AND COLLECTIBILITY

Two decades after production ended, the
Mazda B 2600i 1993 has carved out a
niche among truck enthusiasts and
collectors. Its combination of simple
mechanicals, sturdy construction, and
classic 1990s styling appeals to those
who value honesty over flash. The 4WD
models, in particular, are sought after by

The Mazda B 2600i 1993 may not have
been the fastest, most powerful, or most
luxurious compact truck of its time, but
it excelled where it mattered most:
dependability, utility, and value. It
represented a mature evolution of
Mazda's pickup line, offering a refined
fuel-injected engine, a comfortable
cabin, and rugged construction that
stood up
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