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UNDERSTANDING
THE TENNESSEE
COMMON CORE
MATH
STANDARDS: A
COMPREHENSIVE
GUIDE

W h e n  p a r e n t s ,
e d u c a t o r s ,  a n d
students  hear  the
phrase  Tennessee
Common Core  Math
Standards,  many still
reca l l  the  heated
d e b a t e s  t h a t
surrounded their initial
adoption in 2010. Over
a  decade  later,  these
s t a n d a r d s — n o w

formally known as the
Tennessee  Academic
S t a n d a r d s  f o r
Mathematics—continue
to  shape  classroom
instruction,  homework
ass ignments ,  and
s t a t e w i d e
assessments. But what
exact ly  are  these
standards,  how  have
they evolved, and why
do  they  matter  for
student  success?  This
art ic le  prov ides  a
thorough,  easy-to-read
o v e r v i e w  o f  t h e
Tennessee  Common
Core  Math  Standards,
the i r  o r ig ins ,  key
f e a t u r e s ,
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n
strategies,  and  lasting
i m p a c t  o n  t h e
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Volunteer  State 's
educational landscape.

What Are
the
Tennesse
e
Common
Core
Math
Standard
s?
T h e  T e n n e s s e e
Common Core  Math
Standards  refer  to  a
set of clear, consistent
learning  goals  for
m a t h e m a t i c s
developed  through  a
state-led  initiative.

Originally  part  of  the
broader Common Core
S t a t e  S t a n d a r d s
(CCSS),  Tennessee
a d o p t e d  t h e s e
benchmarks in 2010 to
ensure  that  students
across the state would
b e  p r e p a r e d  f o r
college,  career,  and
life.  The  standards
emphasize  not  only
procedural  fluency  but
a l s o  c o n c e p t u a l
u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,
problem  solving,  and
m a t h e m a t i c a l
reasoning.
In  2016,  Tennessee
undertook  a  rigorous
review process  led by
educators,  parents,
and  content  experts.
T h e  r e s u l t  w a s  a
r e v i s e d  s e t  o f
standards  released  in
2 0 1 7 ,  t i t l e d  t h e
Tennessee Academic
S t a n d a r d s  f o r
Mathematics.  While
the name changed, the
core  principles  and
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much  of  the  content
remain  aligned  with
the  original  Common
C o r e  f r a m e w o r k .
Today,  when  people
search  for  Tennessee
Common  Core  Math
Standards,  they  are
most  often  seeking
information  about
t h e s e  u p d a t e d
a c a d e m i c
requirements.

A Brief
History of
Math
Standard
s in
Tennesse
e
To  understand  the
current  standards,  it

helps  to  look  back  at
their  evolution.  Before
2010,  Tennessee  had
i t s  o w n  s t a t e -
d e v e l o p e d  m a t h
s tandards ,  wh ich
varied  significantly  in
rigor  and  clarity  from
grade  to  grade.  The
m o v e  t o  a d o p t
Common  Core  was
driven by a desire for
consistency  across
state  lines  and higher
expectations  for  all
students.  Tennessee
was  one  of  45  states
that  initially  adopted
the  Common  Core
State  Standards.
However,  as  public
feedback  grew—some
praising  the  depth  of
l e a r n i n g ,  o t h e r s
criticizing  the  pace  or
the  “one-size-fits-all”
approach—Tennessee
decided  to  customize
the standards to better
fit  the  needs  of  its
students.  The  revised
s t a n d a r d s ,
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implemented  in  the
2017-2018 school year,
m a i n t a i n e d  t h e
structure  and  rigor  of
Common  Core  while
adding  clarifications,
reorganizing  certain
t o p i c s ,  a n d
incorporating  specific
r e f e r e n c e s  t o
Tennessee's  economy
a n d  w o r k f o r c e
demands.

Key
Features
of the
Tennesse
e
Common
Core

Math
Standard
s
T h e  T e n n e s s e e
Common  Core  Math
Standards are built on
several  foundational
principles  that  set
t h e m  a p a r t  f r o m
p r e v i o u s  m a t h
curricula.

Focus and
Coherence:
Each grade level
concentrates on
a limited number
of concepts to
ensure deep
understanding.
For example,
kindergarten
focuses heavily
on number sense
and counting,
while sixth grade
emphasizes
ratios and
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proportional
relationships.
Rigor: The
standards
balance
conceptual
understanding
(the “why”
behind math),
procedural skill
(the “how”), and
application
(using math in
real-world
contexts).
Students are
expected to not
only compute but
also explain their
reasoning.
Vertical
Alignment:
Topics build
logically from
one grade to the
next. What a
student learns in
third grade
directly supports
fourth-grade
content, creating
a clear learning

progression.
Standards for
Mathematical
Practice: Across
all grades,
students are
expected to
develop eight
“habits of mind,”
such as making
sense of
problems,
reasoning
abstractly,
constructing
arguments, and
using tools
strategically.

Grade-
Level
Expectati
ons: A
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Snapshot
While  a  full  listing  of
standards  would  fill
many pages, here is a
s u m m a r y  o f  k e y
expectations  at  each
educat ional  stage
under  the  Tennessee
Common Core  Math
Standards.

ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL (K-5)
In the early grades, the
standards  emphasize
number  sense,  place
v a l u e ,  a n d  b a s i c
operations.  Students
learn  addit ion  and
subtraction  within  20
by  the  end  of  first
g r a d e ,  a n d
multipl ication  and
division by the end of
third  grade.  Fractions
are introduced in third
grade  and  become  a
major  focus  in  fourth
and  fifth  grades.
G e o m e t r y  a n d

measurement are also
inc luded ,  w i th  an
e m p h a s i s  o n
u n d e r s t a n d i n g
concepts  rather  than
j u s t  m e m o r i z i n g
formulas.

MIDDLE SCHOOL
(6-8)
Middle  school  math
under  the  Tennessee
Common  Core  Math
S t a n d a r d s  s h i f t s
t o w a r d  r a t i o s ,
p r o p o r t i o n a l
relationships, and early
algebraic  thinking.
Sixth  graders  learn
about  unit  rates  and
percentages.  Seventh
graders extend this to
p r o p o r t i o n a l
relationships and begin
w o r k i n g  w i t h
probability.  Eighth
graders  focus  heavily
on  linear  equations,
functions,  and  the
P y t h a g o r e a n
theorem—preparing
them  for  high  school
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algebra.

HIGH SCHOOL
(9-12)
High  school  standards
cover  more  advanced
t o p i c s :  a l g e b r a ,
geometry,  statistics,
and  probability.  The
pathways  typically
inc lude  Algebra  I ,
Geometry,  Algebra  II,
a n d  a d d i t i o n a l
e lec t ives  such  as
p r e c a l c u l u s  o r
s t a t i s t i c s .  T h e
standards  emphasize
modeling  real-world
s i t u a t i o n s  w i t h
mathematical functions
and  interpreting  data
critically.

Teaching
Strategie

s Aligned
with the
Standard
s
Implement ing  the
Tennessee  Common
C o r e  M a t h
Standards  effectively
requ i res  sh i f t s  in
teaching  methods.
E d u c a t o r s  a r e
encouraged  to  move
a w a y  f r o m  r o t e
memorizat ion  and
t o w a r d  d e e p e r
engagement.

Conceptual
Understanding
First: Teachers
introduce new
concepts using
manipulatives,
visual models,
and storytelling.
For instance,
students might
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use fraction
strips before
learning to add
fractions
symbolically.
Problem-Based
Learning:
Rather than
presenting
formulas first,
teachers often
pose a
challenging
problem and
guide students to
discover the
underlying math.
Discussion and
Justification:
Students are
asked to explain
their thinking,
both orally and in
writing. This
helps solidify
understanding
and allows
teachers to
identify
misconceptions
early.
Differentiation:

Because
standards are
rigorous,
teachers use
flexible grouping
and scaffolded
tasks to support
students at
various levels.

Assessme
nts and
Accounta
bility
Student mastery of the
Tennessee  Common
Core Math Standards is
measured  primarily
through the TNReady
assessments  (now
c a l l e d
T C A P — T e n n e s s e e
C o m p r e h e n s i v e
Assessment  Program).
T h e s e  t e s t s  a r e
administered  annually
in  grades  3-8  and  in
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high school  for  specific
c o u r s e s .  T h e
a s s e s s m e n t s  a r e
designed to go beyond
simple  multiple-choice
questions,  requiring
students to show their
work,  justify  answers,
and apply concepts to
novel situations.
School  districts  also
use interim benchmark
a s s e s s m e n t s  t o
mon i to r  p rogress
throughout  the  year.
The results from these
assessments  help
t e a c h e r s  a d j u s t
instruction and provide
targeted interventions.

Benefits
of the
Tennesse

e
Common
Core
Math
Standard
s
D e s p i t e  i n i t i a l
con t rove r sy ,  t he
s t a n d a r d s  h a v e
b r o u g h t  s e v e r a l
tangible  benefits  to
Tennessee's  education
system.

Higher
Expectations:
The standards
are more
challenging than
previous state
benchmarks,
pushing students
to think critically
rather than just
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memorize.
Consistency:
Students moving
within Tennessee
or from other
Common Core
states
experience a
more seamless
transition.
College and
Career
Readiness: The
standards align
with the math
skills needed for
post-secondary
education and
modern careers,
from engineering
to data analysis.
Improved
Performance:
Since the
adoption of
rigorous
standards,
Tennessee has
consistently
ranked as one of
the fastest-
improving states

on the National
Assessment of
Educational
Progress (NAEP).

Common
Challenge
s and
Criticisms
No set of standards is
without  its  detractors,
and  the  Tennessee
Common Core  Math
Standards have faced
specific challenges.

Parent
Confusion:
Many parents
find the new
methods for
teaching
addition,
subtraction, or
fractions
unfamiliar and
frustrating. For
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example, the
“number line”
approach to
addition can
seem
unnecessarily
complex
compared to
traditional
carrying.
Pacing:
Teachers
sometimes feel
pressured to
cover all material
within the school
year, especially
when students
enter the grade
with gaps in prior
knowledge.
Assessment
Pressure: High-
stakes testing
can lead to
“teaching to the
test,” narrowing
the curriculum.
Developmental
Readiness:
Some critics
argue that

certain concepts,
such as algebraic
thinking in early
grades, are
introduced too
soon for some
children.

T e n n e s s e e  h a s
addressed  some  of
these  concerns  by
providing  extensive
p r o f e s s i o n a l
d e v e l o p m e n t  f o r
teachers  and  creating
parent-friendly  guides
t h a t  e x p l a i n  t h e
standards  in  plain
language.

Resource
s for
Parents
and
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Educators
T o  s u p p o r t
understanding  and
implementation  of  the
Tennessee  Common
Core  Math  Standards,
seve ra l  va l uab le
r e s o u r c e s  a r e
available.

Tennessee
Department of
Education
Website: The
official site
provides the full
list of academic
standards for
mathematics,
crosswalks
showing changes
from previous
standards, and
sample
instructional
tasks.
Tennessee
Mathematics
Teachers
Association
(TMTA): A

professional
organization that
offers workshops,
conferences, and
networking
opportunities for
math educators.
Khan Academy:
A free online
platform with
video lessons
and practice
exercises aligned
to the Common
Core, searchable
by grade and
standard.
Parent Guides
from the
Council of the
Great City
Schools: These
printable
handouts explain
what students
should be
learning at each
grade level and
how parents can
help at home.
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The
Future of
Math
Standard
s in
Tennesse
e
Education  is  never
static.  The  Tennessee
D e p a r t m e n t  o f
Education  reviews
academic  standards
every  s ix  to  e ight
years. As of 2025, the
Tennessee  Common
C o r e  M a t h
Standards  (under
their  official  name  of
Tennessee  Academic
S t a n d a r d s  f o r
Mathematics)  are  still
in  use,  but  ongoing

f e e d b a c k  f r o m
teachers, students, and
employers  will  likely
lead to minor tweaks in
the  future.  Emerging
trends  such  as  data
science,  computer
programming,  and
financial  literacy  may
also  influence  the
standards  in  the  next
revision cycle.
One key area of focus
is  ensuring  that  all
students, regardless of
background,  have  the
support  they  need  to
succeed.  Tennessee
has  invested  in  high-
quality  instructional
materials, coaching for
teachers,  and  early
intervention  programs
in mathematics as part
o f  i t s  “Tennessee
Succeeds”  plan.

CONCLUSION

T h e  T e n n e s s e e
Common Core  Math
Standards represent a
deliberate  effort  to
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r a i s e  t h e  b a r  f o r
mathematics education
across the state. While
the name has evolved,
the core goal remains:
to equip every student
with the mathematical
knowledge,  skills,  and
habits of mind needed
for success in the 21st
century. Understanding
these  standards—their
origins,  structure,  and
p r a c t i c a l
implications—empower
s  parents  to  support
t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,
educators  to  refine
their  instruction,  and
the  communi ty  to
engage  in  informed
conversations  about

our  schools.
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
helping  a  first-grader
w i t h  a d d e n d s  o r
guiding  a  high  school
sophomore  through
quadratic  functions,
keep  in  mind  that
these  standards  are
not about making math
harder for the sake of
difficulty.  They  are
a b o u t  b u i l d i n g  a
f o u n d a t i o n  o f
understanding that will
last a lifetime. And as
Tennessee  continues
to  refine  and  improve
its approach, the focus
remains  firmly  on  one
thing:  helping  every
child  succeed.


