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THE UNLIKELY
INTERSECTION OF
TEEN ROMANCE
AND GRITTY
POETRY

At  first  glance,  the
2013  film  Beautiful
Creatures seems like a
typical  entry  in  the
young  adult  fantasy
romance genre. Set in
the  small,  oppressive
town  of  Gatlin,  South
Carolina,  it  tells  the
story of Ethan Wate, a
boy  despe ra te  t o
escape ,  and  Lena

Duchannes,  a  Caster
gir l  cursed  to  turn
either Light or Dark on
her sixteenth birthday.
However,  beneath  the
supernatural love story
and  southern  gothic
atmosphere  l ies  a
surprising  l iterary
l a y e r :  a  d i r e c t
reference  to  the  poet
Charles Bukowski. One
of the most beautiful
creatures  movie
quotes bukowski that
fans remember best is
L e n a  q u o t i n g
Bukowski:  “We are all
going to die,  but let’s
have some fun in  the
meantime.”  This  line,
simple  yet  profound,
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b r i d g e s  t h e  g a p
between  the  film's
supernatural angst and
the  raw,  unvarnished
reality  of  Bukowski's
wor ldv iew.  In  th is
article, we will explore
the context and impact
of  that  quote,  how  it
integrates  with  the
movie’s  themes,  and
why  it  continues  to
r e s o n a t e  w i t h
audiences  years  after
the film's release.

THE QUOTE IN ITS
NATIVE HABITAT:
WHERE AND WHY
IT APPEARS

The  moment  arrives
early in the film. Ethan
and  Lena  are  in  the
s c h o o l  l i b r a r y ,
surrounded  by  the
suffocating  banality  of
G a t l i n .  L e n a  i s
frustrated, angry at her
fate,  and  feeling  the
weight  of  her  family's
curse. Ethan, trying to
connect  w i th  her ,

mentions  a  book  of
poetry he found. Lena
responds  with  the
B u k o w s k i  l i n e ,
attributing  it  to  him.
This isn't a throwaway
line; it's a key to Lena's
character. She is a girl
raised on the edge of
darkness,  well  aware
that her life might end
in tragedy.  Bukowski's
words  offer  her  a
darkly  comic  coping
m e c h a n i s m .  T h e
beautiful  creatures
m o v i e  q u o t e s
bukowski  line  serves
as  a  declaration  of
defiance.  It  says:  I
know I might turn evil, I
know I might die, but I
re fuse  to  l e t  tha t
paralyze  me.  Let's
have  some  fun  first.
This moment is crucial
because it shows Lena
is  not  just  a  passive
victim of the curse. She
has  agency,  and  her
c h o i c e  t o  q u o t e
Bukowski  reveals  a
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rebellious,  self-aware
intelligence that Ethan
finds irresistible.

Why
Bukowski
Fits the
Southern
Gothic
World
Charles  Bukowski  was
a poet of the gutter, of
t h e  d r u n k ,  t h e
downtrodden,  and  the
fiercely  independent.
His work celebrates the
ugly, the raw, and the
fleeting  moments  of
joy  found  in  despair.
Beautiful Creatures is a
story about people who
are seen as monsters,
outcasts,  and  cursed
individuals. The Caster

families are judged and
feared  by  the  town.
Lena  is  especia l ly
isolated.  Bukowski's
outsider  status  aligns
perfectly with her own.
The quote “We are all
going to die,  but let’s
have some fun in  the
m e a n t i m e ”  i s  a
d i s t i l l a t i o n  o f
Bukowski’s philosophy:
life is brief and usually
p a i n f u l ,  s o  g r a b
whatever pleasure you
can.  For  Lena,  this
means  r isk ing  her
heart  with  a  mortal
boy, even though their
love  might  accelerate
her  claiming.  The  film
uses  th is  quote  to
signal that this is not a
typical  star-crossed
romance.  It's  a  story
that  acknowledges
mortality  and  chooses
love  anyway .  The
beautiful  creatures
m o v i e  q u o t e s
bukowski line is a tiny
mani fes to  fo r  the
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entire  narrative.

OTHER POWERFUL
QUOTES FROM THE
FILM THAT ECHO
BUKOWSKI'S
SPIRIT

W h i l e  t h e  d i r e c t
Bukowski  quote is  the
most  famous,  many
other  lines  in  the  film
feel  like  they  could
have  come  from  the
poet's pen. They share
a similar blend of dark
humor,  desperation,
and raw honesty. Let's
examine  a  few  that
c o m p l e m e n t  t h e
Bukowski  ethos.

Ethan Wate: “I
want to be with
you, even if it
means having
to risk
everything.”
This is the
romantic
counterpart to
Bukowski's
fatalism. Ethan is

fully aware that
loving a Caster
could get him
killed, but he
chooses the fun
of being alive
with Lena over
the safety of a
dull, predictable
life. Bukowski
would approve of
this reckless
passion.
Lena
Duchannes:
“I’m not a good
person. I’m
cursed. But I’m
trying.” This
line reflects
Bukowski's
frequent theme
of flawed
humanity. He
never wrote
about perfect
heroes; he wrote
about drunks and
losers trying to
get by. Lena's
admission of her
darkness and her
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effort to fight it is
deeply
Bukowskian.
Amma (Ethan's
housekeeper):
“Some secrets
are too
dangerous to
know. But
they're still
secrets you
gotta keep.”
This speaks to
the weight of
existence,
another
Bukowski
cornerstone. The
idea that we
carry burdens
and lies, but we
keep moving
forward, is at the
heart of his gritty
poetry.

T h e  b e a u t i f u l
creatures  movie
quotes  bukowski
connection  becomes
more  apparent  when
you  look  at  the  film's
overall  dialogue.  The

characters  speak  in  a
way that blends poetic
Southern  charm  with
blunt  acceptance  of
harsh truths. This tonal
mix  is  exactly  what
Bukowski  achieved
with his plain language
and brutal honesty.

THE DEEPER
MEANING:
MORTALITY, FUN,
AND THE CURSE
OF CHOICE

The  central  theme  of
Beautiful  Creatures  is
choice.  Lena  must
choose  whether  to
embrace  the  Light  or
the Dark. This decision
hangs  over  her  entire
existence.  Bukowski’s
quote  cuts  through
that  existential  dread
wi th  a  re f resh ing
simplicity.  By  saying
“let’s have some fun,”
Lena  is  essential ly
rejecting the obsession
with her ultimate fate.
She is choosing to live
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in the present. This is a
powerful  message  for
young  audiences  who
often feel pressured by
thei r  futures.  The
beautiful  creatures
m o v i e  q u o t e s
bukowski line teaches
that  even  when  you
are  facing  a  terrifying
unknown, you can still
find  joy,  humor,  and
connection.  The  film’s
d i rec tor ,  R ichard
L a G r a v e n e s e ,
understood  this.  He
inserted  the  quote
intentionally to ground
t h e  f a n t a s y  i n  a
relatable human truth.
We are  all,  in  a  way,
like  Lena  — we  don't
know what will happen
tomorrow, but we can
choose  how  we  face
today.

How the

Quote
Improves
the Love
Story
Many romantic movies
r e l y  o n  g r a n d
dec la ra t i ons  and
i d e a l i z e d  l o v e .
Beautiful  Creatures
uses Bukowski to show
a love that is grounded
i n  m u t u a l
understanding of pain.
When  Lena  quotes
Bukowski to Ethan, she
is not trying to impress
h i m  w i t h
sophistication.  She  is
sharing a piece of her
armor.  She  is  telling
him: I  know how dark
this  can  get,  but  I’m
still going to joke about
it.  Ethan,  who  is  also
trying  to  escape  his
own  family  tragedies
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(his  mother  died  in  a
c a r  c r a s h ) ,
unders tands  th i s
immediately. Their love
is  built  on  a  shared
acceptance  of  life's
absurdity. That is what
makes  the  beautiful
creatures  movie
quotes  bukowski
moment so effective. It
is  a  secret  handshake
between  two  people
who see the world the
same way. It validates
the  idea  that  dark
humor can be a form of
intimacy.

BEYOND THE
QUOTE: THE
LITERARY
TAPESTRY OF THE
FILM

Bukowski  is  not  the
only  literary  reference
in  the  movie.  The  film
is  packed  with  poetry
and  classic  literature,
from  T.S.  Eliot's  "The
Love Song of  J.  Alfred
Prufrock" to the works

of Emily Dickinson. Yet
Bukowski  stands  out
because he is the most
modern  and the  most
raw.  While  Eliot  and
Dickinson  represent
i n t e l l e c t u a l ,
melancholic  tradition,
Bukowski  represents
the  beat  generation's
r e b e l l i o n .  T h e
beautiful  creatures
m o v i e  q u o t e s
bukowski  line  is  the
spark  that  ignites  the
film's  central  conflict
between fate and free
will. It is also a nod to
the source material by
K a m i  G a r c i a  a n d
Margaret  Stohl.  In  the
novel, Ethan is an avid
reader  and  quotes
poetry  frequently.  The
film  adaptation  wisely
chose  Bukowski  to
ep i tomize  Lena ' s
defiance.  This  choice
elevates  the  movie
f r o m  a  s i m p l e  Y A
adaptation  to  a  piece
o f  m e d i a  t h a t
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encourages viewers to
explore  the  poet's
work.
Fans  o f  the  movie
often search online for
the exact quote and its
origin. The phrase “We
are all going to die, but
let's have some fun in
t h e  m e a n t i m e ”
appears  in  Bukowski’s
poem  “The  Genius  of
the  Crowd”  (though
some attribute it to his
prose).  It  has  since
become  a  slogan  for
those  who  embrace  a
carpe  diem  attitude
while  acknowledging
life’s  inevitable  end.
The  film’s  use  of  this
quote helped introduce
a  new  generation  to
Bukowski, a writer they
might  otherwise  have
overlooked.  That  is  a
power fu l  cu l tura l
e x c h a n g e .  T h e
beautiful  creatures
m o v i e  q u o t e s
bukowski reference is
a  small  door  into  a

l a r g e r  w o r l d  o f
literature that is grittier
and more honest than
typical  high  school
assigned  reading.

WHY THIS QUOTE
ENDURES IN POP
CULTURE

Years  after  the  film's
release, memes, social
med ia  pos t s ,  and
tattoos still feature the
Bukowski  l ine.  The
m o v i e ' s  t a r g e t
audience — teens and
young  adults  —  are
often  grappling  with
anxiety  about  the
future, climate change,
and  personal  identity.
The  quote  acts  as  a
b a l m .  I t  g i v e s
permission to enjoy life
even  when  the  world
s e e m s  d a r k .  T h e
beautiful  creatures
m o v i e  q u o t e s
bukowski  connection
h a s  b e c o m e  a
t o u c h s t o n e  f o r  a
c e r t a i n  k i n d  o f
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romantic  nihilism.  It
says:  Yes,  things  are
awful.  Yes,  we  might
turn into a Dark Caster.
But tonight, let’s sneak
out to the library. Let’s
kiss  in  the  rain.  Let’s
have  a  laugh.  This
p h i l o s o p h y  i s
extremely  appealing,
and it is why the quote
has  out lasted  the
movie  itself  in  some
circles.  It  is  also  why
fans continue to search
for “beautiful creatures
m o v i e  q u o t e s
bukowski” months and
years  after  their  first
viewing.

The
Cinemati
c
Moment:

Visual
and
Emotional
Impact
The  scene  in  which
Lena speaks the line is
also  visually  striking.
The library is filled with
old  books  and  dust
motes  dancing  in  the
light.  Lena’s  face is  a
mixture of vulnerability
and  defiance.  The
camera holds on her as
she  delivers  the  line,
giving it  the weight it
deserves.  This  careful
directing  ensures  that
audiences  remember
the  quote.  It  is  not
b u r i e d  i n  r a p i d
d i a l o g u e .  I t  i s  a
moment  of  stillness.
T h e  b e a u t i f u l
creatures  movie
quotes  bukowski



10

10 Beautiful Creatures Movie Quotes
Bukowski

2025-02-27

scene is often cited in
reviews  as  the  film’s
most  authentic  and
mature  moment.  It
separates  the  movie
f r o m  i t s
contemporaries  like
Twilight,  which  took
itself  more  seriously.
T h e  i n c l u s i o n  o f
Bukowski  signals  that

the  filmmakers  were
aiming  for  something
with  a  bit  more  edge
and  real ism,  even
w i t h i n  a  f a n t a s y
framework.

CONCLUSION

I n  t h e  e n d ,  t h e
marriage


