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TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE: THE
ULTIMATE GUIDE TO
CONSTITUTION TRIVIA
QUESTIONS WITH ANSWERS

The United States Constitution is more
than just a historical document—it is the
living, breathing foundation of American
democracy. For over two centuries, it
has guided the nation through times of

peace, conflict, innovation, and turmaoil.
But how well do you really know this
remarkable charter? From the
Preamble's famous opening words to the
lesser-known amendments that never
made it into law, there is a treasure
trove of fascinating facts waiting to be
uncovered. Whether you are a student
preparing for a civics exam, a teacher
looking for classroom icebreakers, or
simply a history enthusiast who loves a
good challenge, exploring Constitution
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Trivia Questions With Answers is one
of the most entertaining ways to deepen
your understanding of the nation's core
legal framework. In this article, we will
journey through the origins, structure,
amendments, and surprising quirks of
the Constitution, all while testing your
knowledge with carefully crafted trivia.
Get ready to discover facts that will
impress your friends, sharpen your civic
awareness, and remind you why this
document remains a beacon of
governance around the world.

Why the

Constitution
Matters More
Than Ever

In an era of rapid change and heated
political debate, the Constitution serves
as a stabilizing anchor. It defines the
separation of powers, protects individual
liberties, and establishes the rule of law.
Yet many Americans have only a
surface-level understanding of what it
actually says. This is where engaging
with Constitution Trivia Questions
With Answers becomes invaluable.
Trivia is not just about recalling facts; it
is about connecting with the principles
that shape everyday life. Did you know,
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FOUNDATIONAL: CONSTITWUTION ON
originally did not contain a Bill of Rights?
Or that the document was signed in
secret during a sweltering Philadelphia
summer? These tidbits bring history to
life and make abstract legal concepts
tangible. By testing yourself with trivia,
you transform passive reading into
active learning, and you build a mental
map of how the government operates.
That knowledge empowers you to
participate more meaningfully in civic
life—whether you are voting, serving on
a jury, or simply debating current events
with colleagues. So, let us begin our
exploration with some foundational
questions that cover the Constitution's
creation and structure.

TRIVIA: CREATION AND
STRUCTURE

Before diving into the amendments and
landmark cases, it is essential to master
the basics. The Constitution was drafted
at the Constitutional Convention of 1787,
held in Philadelphia's Independence Hall.
Delegates from twelve states (Rhode
Island declined to participate) spent four
months debating, compromising, and
ultimately crafting a document that
replaced the weak Articles of
Confederation. The result was a
masterpiece of political theory and
practical compromise. The following
Constitution Trivia Questions With
Answers will test your knowledge of this
foundational period.



Question 1: In
which year was
the United States
Constitution
signed?

Answer: 1787. The Constitution was
signed on September 17, 1787, by 39 of
the 55 delegates present at the
Constitutional Convention. This date is
now celebrated as Constitution Day in
the United States.

Question 2: How
many articles
does the main
body of the
Constitution
contain?

Answer: Seven articles. Article |
establishes the legislative branch, Article
Il the executive branch, Article Il the
judicial branch, Article IV addresses
states' powers and relationships, Article
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V outlines the amendment process,
Article VI establishes the supremacy of
federal law, and Article VIl details the
ratification process.

Question 3: Who
IS known as the
"Father of the
Constitution"?

Answer: James Madison. He was the
primary architect of the Virginia Plan,
took extensive notes during the
convention, and later drafted the Bill of
Rights. His contributions were so
significant that he earned this lasting

title.

Question 4: How
many original
copies of the
Constitution
were printed?

Answer: Approximately 500 copies were
printed by Dunlap and Claypoole. Only
about a dozen are known to survive
today, and they are held by institutions
like the Library of Congress and the
National Archives.



Question 5: What
was the
minimum
number of states
required to ratify
the Constitution
for it to take

effect?

Answer: Nine states. Article VII
specified that ratification by nine of the
thirteen states would be sufficient to
establish the Constitution between the
ratifying states. New Hampshire became
the ninth state on June 21, 1788.

These basic questions reveal just how
carefully the Founders thought about
governance. They were not simply
creating a document; they were building
a system that could endure. Now, let us
move beyond the framework and
explore the amendments that have
shaped American life.

AMENDMENTS AND THE BILL OF
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The Bill of Rights, comprising the first
ten amendments, was ratified in 1791
and addresses fundamental liberties
such as freedom of speech, religion, and
the press, as well as protections for
those accused of crimes. However, the
story of constitutional amendments does
not end there. Seventeen additional
amendments have been added over the
years, covering everything from
presidential term limits to voting rights.
The following Constitution Trivia
Questions With Answers will explore
this evolving landscape.

o BB

Which
amendment
abolished
slavery?

Answer: The Thirteenth Amendment,
ratified in 1865, permanently abolished
slavery and involuntary servitude
throughout the United States. It was one
of the three Reconstruction
Amendments.



Question 7:
Which
amendment
granted women
the right to vote?

Answer: The Nineteenth Amendment,
ratified in 1920. The fight for women's
suffrage was a decades-long struggle
that culminated in this landmark change
to the Constitution.

Question 8: What
Is the only
amendment that
was later
repealed?

Answer: The Eighteenth Amendment,
which established Prohibition by banning
the manufacture, sale, and
transportation of alcohol. It was repealed
by the Twenty-first Amendment in 1933,
making it the sole amendment to be
undone by another.
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Question 9:
Which
amendment sets
the presidential
term limit?

Answer: The Twenty-second
Amendment, ratified in 1951, limits a
president to two elected terms in office.
This was a direct response to Franklin D.
Roosevelt's four terms in office.

Question 10:
Which
amendment
lowered the
voting age to 187

Answer: The Twenty-sixth Amendment,
ratified in 1971. The argument that
those old enough to fight in war should
be able to vote gained momentum
during the Vietnam War, leading to this
swift ratification.

The amendment process itself is a
fascinating part of constitutional trivia.



An amendment can be proposed either
by a two-thirds vote in both houses of
Congress or by a constitutional
convention called by two-thirds of state
legislatures. Ratification requires
approval by three-fourths of the states.
It is intentionally difficult to amend the
Constitution—and that difficulty ensures
that only deeply supported changes
become part of the nation's supreme
law.

SURPRISING AND LESSER-
KNOWN CONSTITUTION TRIVIA
QUESTIONS WITH ANSWERS

Beyond the well-known facts, the
Constitution is full of quirks, oddities,
and forgotten details. These obscure
morsels make for excellent conversation
starters and prove that even the most
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serious documents have their surprises.
Let us explore some of the most
intriguing Constitution Trivia
Questions With Answers from the
lesser-known corners of history.

Question 11:
Which two
Founding Fathers
later became
president and
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also died on the

same day—july

4,18267

Answer: John Adams and Thomas
Jefferson. Both men were among the five
members of the Committee of Five that
drafted the Declaration of Independence,
both served as president, and both
passed away on the 50th anniversary of
the Declaration's adoption. Adams's last
words were reportedly, "Thomas
Jefferson  survives," unaware that
Jefferson had died hours earlier.

11

Question 12
What is the
"Three-Fifths

Compromise"?

Answer: This was an agreement
reached during the Constitutional
Convention that counted three-fifths of
the enslaved population for purposes of
both representation in Congress and
taxation. It was a deeply contentious
compromise that was later rendered
obsolete by the Thirteenth and
Fourteenth Amendments. It remains one
of the most controversial aspects of the



original Constitution.

Question 13:
Which state was
the last to ratify
the Constitution,
and when did it
happen?

Answer: Rhode Island. It did not ratify
until May 29, 1790, nearly three years
after the Constitution was signed. As an
original holdout, Rhode Island was
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reluctant to surrender its sovereignty
and only joined after the Bill of Rights
was proposed and the federal
government threatened economic
sanctions.

Question 14:
What is the
"Elastic Clause,"
and where is it

found?

Answer: The Elastic Clause, also known
as the Necessary and Proper Clause, is
found in Article I, Section 8, Clause 18. It
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grants Congress the power to make all
laws that are "necessary and proper" for
carrying out its enumerated powers. This
clause has been the basis for expanding
federal authority in areas like banking,
transportation, and healthcare.

Question 15:
How many times
has the U.S.
Constitution

been amended
total?

Answer: It has been amended 27 times.
The first ten amendments are the Bill of
Rights, and the most recent
amendment—the Twenty-seventh—was
ratified in 1992. Interestingly, the
Twenty-seventh Amendment was
originally proposed in 1789 as part of the
same package that included the Bill of
Rights, but it took over 202 years for
enough states to ratify it.

PRESIDENTS, POLITICS, AND
PIVOTAL MOMENTS IN
CONSTITUTIONAL HISTORY

The Constitution does not exist in a



vacuum. It has been shaped by political
struggles, presidential actions, and
landmark Supreme Court rulings.
Understanding these historical moments
adds depth to any collection of
Constitution Trivia Questions With
Answers. Here we explore how the
document has been tested and
interpreted over time.

Question 16:
Which Supreme
Court case

14

established the
principle of
judicial review?

Answer: Marbury v. Madison (1803).
This landmark decision, written by Chief
Justice John Marshall, asserted the
Court's authority to declare an act of
Congress unconstitutional, thereby
cementing the judiciary as a coequal
branch of government.

Question 17:
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What was the Question 18:
significance of Which president
the "Federalist was the first to

Papers"? be impeached?

Answer: The Federalist Papers were a Answer: Andrew Johnson was

series of 85 essays written by Alexander
Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay
under the pseudonym "Publius." They
were published to persuade New York
voters to ratify the Constitution. Today,
they are considered an authoritative
source for interpreting the original intent
of the Founders.

15

impeached in 1868 for violating the
Tenure of Office Act. He was acquitted
by a single vote in the Senate. The
constitutional process of impeachment
has since been used against several
other presidents, including Bill Clinton
and Donald Trump.
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' , Section 1, and later modified by the
QueStIOn 19. Twelfth Amendment. Each state is
allocated a number of electors equal to

What |S the its total representation in Congress, and

a majority of 270 electoral votes is

]} E | ecto ra | required to wir: the presidency.
CO”ege " 3nd QueSt|On 20:

where Is it Which

defined in the@Mendment
Constitution? guarantees

Answer: The Electoral College is the
system for electing the president and
vice president, defined in Article I,
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freedom of

speech, religion,

and the press?

Answer: The First Amendment. It also
protects the rights to peaceably
assemble and to petition the
government for redress of grievances. It
is perhaps the most well-known and
frequently litigated amendment in the
Constitution.

MODERN CONSTITUTION TRIVIA:
RELEVANT QUESTIONS FOR
TODAY

The Constitution remains a living
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document, and current events often
bring new attention to its provisions. The
following Constitution Trivia
Questions With Answers connect
historical knowledge to contemporary
issues, making the material both timely
and practical.

Question 21:
What is the
"Equal Rights
Amendment,”
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(ERA) was a proposed amendment that

and WaS |t would have guaranteed equal legal

rights for all Americans regardless of

ratlﬁed? sex. It was passed by Congress in 1972

but fell three states short of the required

Answer: The Equal Rights Amendment 38 for ratification by the 1982 deadline.
In recent
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