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UNDERSTANDING THE 13 DAYS MOVIE QUESTIONS: A
CCSD STUDENT’S GUIDE TO THE CUBAN MISSILE
CRISIS FILM

When high school history or political science teachers assign the
film 13 Days, students in the Clark County School District (CCSD)
often find themselves facing a list of thoughtful questions
designed to deepen their understanding of the Cuban Missile
Crisis. The phrase 13 Days Movie Questions My Ccsd
Answers frequently appears in online searches as learners look
for guidance, clarification, and model responses. This article will
help you not only find meaningful answers but also grasp the
historical and cinematic context that makes this film a classroom
staple.

Set during the tense October of 1962, 13 Days follows President
John F. Kennedy, his brother Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy,
and White House aide Kenny O’Donnell as they navigate the
closest the world has ever come to nuclear war. The film is
praised for its realism, strong performances, and its ability to
bring diplomatic and military strategy to life. CCSD educators
often use the movie to illustrate decision-making under pressure,

the dangers of escalation, and the importance of communication
in international relations.

Why Do CCSD Teachers
Assign 13 Days?

Before diving into specific 13 Days movie questions and
CCSD answers, it helps to understand the educational goals
behind the assignment. Teachers in CCSD typically use the film
to:

e lllustrate historical events in an engaging, narrative
format that textbooks cannot match.

e Encourage critical thinking about foreign policy,
leadership, and ethics.

e Analyze multiple perspectives - from the White House
to the Pentagon to the Soviet embassy.

e Connect past events to present-day issues of nuclear
proliferation and diplomatic crisis management.

Most movie worksheets contain both factual recall questions
(e.g., “What was Operation Anadyr?”) and analytical prompts
(e.g., “How does the film portray the relationship between
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military advisors and civilian leaders?”). As you search for 13
Days movie questions my CCSD answers, remember that
your teacher likely wants you to demonstrate your own
understanding rather than copy from a single source. Use sample
answers as a springboard for your own analysis.

COMMON 13 DAYS MOVIE QUESTIONS AND HOW TO
ANSWER THEM

Below is a curated list of typical questions found on CCSD
worksheets. Each is followed by a detailed explanation and a
model answer that you can adapt. The goal is to help you
produce original, well-supported responses that meet your
assignment’s requirements.

1. Describe the Soviet
justification for placing
missiles in Cuba. How does
the film depict this?

Answer framework: The Soviet Union, under Premier Nikita
Khrushchev, wanted to counter the presence of U.S. Jupiter
missiles in Turkey and Italy. Placing nuclear missiles in Cuba
would also protect Fidel Castro’s government from a potential
U.S. invasion, such as the failed Bay of Pigs operation in 1961. In

the film, this motivation is communicated through intelligence
briefings and the tense meeting between Soviet Ambassador
Dobrynin and Robert Kennedy. The movie shows that the Soviets
saw the move as defensive and a way to achieve strategic parity.

Sample answer: “The film shows that the Soviets placed
missiles in Cuba primarily to deter an American invasion of the
island and to balance the U.S. nuclear advantage. The movie
makes this clear during scenes where Soviet diplomats argue
that U.S. missiles in Turkey are no different. This parallel helps
viewers understand that both superpowers were acting out of
perceived self-defense, even though the secrecy of the operation
escalated the crisis.”

2. Explain President
Kennedy’'s dilemma when
he learns of the missiles.
What options does he
consider?

Answer framework: Kennedy faces a classic leadership
challenge: he must respond firmly enough to show strength but
cautiously enough to avoid war. The Executive Committee
(ExComm) debates three main options: an air strike (surgical
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bombing of the missile sites), a naval blockade (called a
“quarantine” for legal reasons), or a full invasion. The film
highlights Kennedy’s insistence on keeping options open and
resisting pressure from military leaders who advocate for
immediate strikes.

Sample answer: “President Kennedy’s dilemma is that any
decision could lead to nuclear escalation. He rejects an
immediate air strike because it might kill Soviet personnel and
provoke a retaliation. Instead, he chooses a naval blockade,
which gives time for diplomacy. The film shows him weighing
each option in ExComm meetings, often siding with his brother
Robert and Defense Secretary Robert McNamara against the Joint
Chiefs who favor a more aggressive approach.”

3. How does the film
portray the role of Robert F.
Kennedy? Do you think that
depiction is accurate?

Answer framework: Robert F. Kennedy is shown as a trusted
adviser, a voice of caution, and a backchannel diplomat. He
meets secretly with Soviet Ambassador Dobrynin to negotiate the
removal of missiles in exchange for a U.S. promise not to invade
Cuba and the later removal of missiles from Turkey. Historians

generally agree that RFK played a critical role, though some
details are dramatized for cinematic effect.

Sample answer: “The film portrays Robert F. Kennedy as the
president’s most loyal and level-headed counselor. He pushes for
the quarantine, resists military escalation, and ultimately brokers
the secret deal with the Soviets. While historical accounts confirm
RFK’s importance, the movie compresses the timeline and gives
him more screen time than he likely had. Nonetheless, the
portrayal captures his essential contribution: helping find a
peaceful resolution through quiet diplomacy.”

4. What is the significance
of the “O’Donnell”
character? Is he a real
historical figure?

Answer framework: Kenny O'Donnell is a composite character
based on several real White House aides. He represents the
behind-the-scenes staff who manage information, schedules, and
political strategy. In the film, O’Donnell acts as a kind of
everyman observer, providing the audience with a relatable
perspective on the crisis.

Sample answer: “Kenny O’'Donnell is a fictionalized version of
President Kennedy’'s appointments secretary and political



advisor, Kenneth O’Donnell. The real O’Donnell was a key staffer,
but the film elevates his role to serve as the audience’s guide.
Through his eyes, we see the human side of the decision-making
process—the exhaustion, fear, and determination. While not
historically central, the character helps us connect emotionally
with the story.”

5. Why does the film
Include scenes from the
perspective of U.S. Navy
pilots? What do they add to
the narrative?

Answer framework: The filmmakers intercut scenes of the
ExComm debates with sequences showing reconnaissance pilots
and ship crews. This technique humanizes the crisis and reminds
viewers that real people—not just abstract political entities—were
on the front lines. It also raises the stakes: a single
miscommunication could lead to an accidental engagement.

Sample answer: “By showing the pilots, the movie emphasizes
that the crisis wasn’t just about diplomacy; it involved military
personnel who were ready to fight and die. The scene where a
U.S. Navy plane is shot down (based on the real downing of a U-2

over Cuba) creates dramatic tension and underscores how close
the two sides came to open conflict. These perspectives are
crucial for understanding the full scope of the event.”

6. Evaluate the film’s
historical accuracy. What
liberties does it take?

Answer framework: 13 Days is generally considered one of the
more factually accurate historical dramas, but it does compress
time, combine characters, and simplify certain negotiations. For
example, the famous “eyeball-to-eyeball” moment at the United
Nations is dramatized, and the actual removal of U.S. missiles
from Turkey was a secret part of the deal that is made more
explicit in the film than it was at the time.

Sample answer: “Overall, 13 Days is faithful to the main events
of October 1962. It correctly depicts the ExComm debates, the
blockade, and the secret diplomatic channel. However, it
condenses several weeks into two and a half hours and merges
some characters for clarity. The president’s health issues
(Addison’s disease) are omitted, and the role of the military is
somewhat exaggerated for dramatic effect. Still, the film provides
a very strong foundation for understanding the crisis.”

STRATEGIES FOR WRITING YOUR OWN 13 DAYS
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MOVIE QUESTIONS ANSWERS

If you're working on a CCSD assignment, using a guide like this is
helpful, but your teacher will expect original analysis. Here are a
few tips to craft answers that stand out:

Use Specific Examples from
the Film

When you write about a scene—such as the tense ExComm
meeting where General Curtis LeMay calls the blockade “almost
as bad as the appeasement at Munich”—quote or paraphrase the
dialogue. This shows you watched the movie carefully. In your 13
Days movie questions and CCSD answers, always anchor
your argument in a concrete moment.

Connect to Historical
Context

Your answer will be stronger if you reference information from
your textbook or class discussions. For instance, mention that
Khrushchev was trying to protect Cuba after the Bay of Pigs, or
that the U.S. had a significant nuclear advantage that made the
Soviet move seem more provocative. This demonstrates you
understand the broader picture.

Address the Film as a
Source

Good answers often comment on the limitations of film as a
historical document. You might argue, “While the movie is
accurate on the main points, it simplifies the internal
disagreements within the Soviet government.” This kind of
critical thinking is exactly what CCSD teachers want to reward.

Use a Clear Structure

Organize each answer with a brief introduction, a body that
presents evidence, and a concluding sentence. Even if your
teacher does not require formal paragraphs, a logical flow makes
your writing more persuasive. For example:

* Opening sentence: State your main point.
» Evidence: Describe a scene or quote.

e Analysis: Explain what that evidence means.
e Conclusion: Tie it back to the question.

SAMPLE CCSD-LEVEL RESPONSE (FULL ANSWER)

Here is an example of a complete answer to a typical question:
“How does the film illustrate the tension between military
and civilian leaders?”

In “13 Days,” the conflict between the uniformed military,



represented by General Curtis LeMay and Admiral George
Anderson, and the civilian leadership (President Kennedy,
Secretary McNamara, and Robert Kennedy) is one of the central
themes. The film uses several key scenes to highlight this
tension. Early in the crisis, LeMay argues forcefully for an
immediate air strike, telling Kennedy that a blockade is a weak

response. The camera lingers on the president’s discomfort as his
own Joint Chiefs openly challenge his authority. Later, when the
Navy disregards White House orders to lower the quarantine line,
the film shows how easily the military could act independently
and accelerate the conflict. The message is clear: civilian control
is essential, but it requires constant vigilance. Historically
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