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UNDERSTANDING THE KUBOTA
BATTERY CROSS REFERENCE: A
COMPLETE GUIDE FOR
EQUIPMENT OWNERS

When your Kubota tractor, lawn mower,
or compact excavator refuses to start on
a cold morning, the battery is often the
culprit. For owners and mechanics alike,
finding the right replacement can be
confusing due to the sheer number of
OEM part numbers, group sizes, and
aftermarket options available. This is
where a Kubota battery cross reference
becomes an indispensable tool. Rather
than blindly purchasing a battery from a
dealer and paying a premium, you can
use a cross reference to identify
compatible, often more affordable,
alternatives without sacrificing
performance or reliability. In this
comprehensive guide, we will explore
everything you need to know about
cross referencing Kubota batteries, from
understanding specifications to selecting
the best replacement for your specific
machine.

WHAT IS A KUBOTA BATTERY
CROSS REFERENCE?

A Kubota battery cross reference is a
systematic comparison between original
equipment manufacturer (OEM) battery
part numbers and aftermarket
equivalents from leading battery brands.
Kubota, like many equipment
manufacturers, sources batteries from

various suppliers and assigns their own
part numbers. These numbers often
correspond to industry-standard battery
group sizes and specifications such as
cold cranking amps (CCA), reserve
capacity (RC), voltage, and terminal
placement. By using a cross reference
chart or database, you can identify
which aftermarket battery fits and
performs just as well as the original,
often at a lower cost.

Why OEM Part
Numbers Can Be
Misleading

Kubota uses numerous part numbers for
batteries across different models and
production years. For example, a battery
used in a BX series tractor may have a
completely different part number than
one used in an L series, even if both
batteries are physically similar. Without
a cross reference, you might assume
that only the Kubota-branded battery
with the exact number will work. In
reality, many aftermarket
batteries—such as those from Interstate,
Exide, Optima, or Yuasa—offer identical
or superior specifications. The key is
matching not just the physical
dimensions but also the electrical
characteristics and terminal orientation.

KEY BATTERY SPECIFICATIONS
TO UNDERSTAND

Before diving into specific cross
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references, it is essential to understand
the technical specifications that define a
battery's suitability for your Kubota
equipment. A cross reference is only
useful if you know what these numbers
mean.

e Voltage: Nearly all Kubota
equipment uses a 12-volt electrical
system, though some older models
may use 6-volt systems. Always
verify the voltage before
purchasing.

e Cold Cranking Amps (CCA): This
measures the battery's ability to
start an engine in cold
temperatures. Higher CCA is
generally better, especially for
diesel engines that require more
cranking power. A typical Kubota
compact tractor may require
between 350 and 650 CCA.

e Cranking Amps (CA): Similar to
CCA but measured at 32°F instead
of 0°F. This number is typically
higher than CCA and is more
relevant in warmer climates.

e Reserve Capacity (RC): The
number of minutes a battery can
deliver a constant load (usually 25
amps) before dropping below a
usable voltage. This is important
for equipment with lights,
hydraulic pumps, or other
electrical accessories.

e Group Size: This industry-
standard designation defines the
physical dimensions, terminal
placement, and polarity. Common
group sizes for Kubota equipment
include U1, 22NF, 24, 27, 31, and
4D.

e Terminal Type: Batteries come
with top posts, side posts, or a
combination. Kubota equipment
typically uses top-post batteries,

but some models require stud
terminals or specific adapters.

COMMON KUBOTA EQUIPMENT
AND THEIR BATTERY PART
NUMBERS

To make a proper Kubota battery cross
reference, you first need to identify your
machine's OEM part number. Below are
some common Kubota models and their
typical battery part numbers. Note that
production changes may alter these
numbers, so always confirm with your
owner's manual or a dealer lookup.

Kubota Compact
and Sub-
Compact
Tractors

The B, BX, and L series are among the
most popular Kubota tractors for
homeowners and small farms. These
machines often use batteries from group
sizes Ul or 22NF.

e BX1850, BX2350, BX2660: OEM
part numbers often include
66800-53160 or 66700-5316A. A
common cross reference is the
Interstate U1-3 or Exide U1-AGM,
both providing approximately 340
CCA.

* B2320, B2620, B2920: These
models typically use a group size
22NF battery. OEM numbers like
66100-53161 cross to Interstate
22NF-AGM or Odyssey PC925T.

e L2501, L3200, L3800, L3901,
L4701: These larger compact
tractors require more cranking
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power. OEM part number
66800-53160 or 66700-5316A
crosses to group size 24 or 27
batteries. Interstate 24-72 or
Optima 8020-164 are popular
options.

Kubota Lawn
Mowers and
Zero-Turn Riders

Kubota's ZD and ZG series zero-turn
mowers, as well as their T series lawn
tractors, often use smaller batteries.
However, some commercial models
require high-CCA batteries due to
heavier electrical loads.

e ZD1211, ZD221, ZD326: These
zero-turn mowers frequently use a
Ul battery. OEM part number
66700-5316A crosses to Exide Ul-
AGM or Yuasa YB14L-A2.

e ZG123, ZG124, ZG227: These
models may use group size 22NF
or Ul depending on the year.
Always check the existing battery
or manual.

e T1870, T2080, T2290: Lawn
tractors in this series typically use
a group size U1 battery with
300-400 CCA.

Kubota
Excavators and
Construction

Equipment

Kubota's KX, U, and SVL series mini
excavators and skid steers often require
larger, more powerful batteries. These
machines operate in demanding
conditions and need reliable starting
power.

e KX41, KX71, KX91: These mini
excavators typically use group size
24 or 27 batteries. OEM part
numbers like 66800-53160 cross
to Interstate 24-72 or Motorcraft
BXT-24F.

e SVL65, SVL75, SVL90: Compact
track loaders require group size 31
batteries for high CCA and reserve
capacity. OEM number
66700-5316B crosses to Odyssey
31-PC2150 or Optima D31T.

e Ul17, U25, U35: These ultra-
compact excavators often use a
group size 22NF or U1 battery.
Cross references include Yuasa
YIX30L and Interstate 22NF-MF.

HOW TO USE A KUBOTA BATTERY
CROSS REFERENCE CHART

You can find Kubota battery cross
reference charts online from battery
manufacturers, equipment dealers, or
specialty automotive retailers. Here is a
step-by-step approach to using them
effectively.

1. Locate your OEM part number:
Check the current battery in your
machine for a Kubota part number,
or consult your owner's manual.
The number is usually printed on
the battery label or stamped into
the case.

2. ldentify the group size: If the
OEM number is not available,



measure the battery length, width,
and height, and note the terminal
type and location. Use a group size
chart to find the corresponding
size.

3. Check CCA and RC
requirements: Your owner's
manual specifies minimum CCA
and RC. A cross reference should
list batteries that meet or exceed
these values.

4. Select an aftermarket brand:
Compare options from reputable
manufacturers. Interstate, Exide,
Optima, Odyssey, Yuasa, and Deka
all offer high-quality batteries
suitable for Kubota equipment.

5. Verify terminal orientation:
Positive and negative terminal
positions must match your cables.
A battery that is too long or has
reversed terminals may not fit or
could cause a short circuit.

BATTERY TYPES: WHICH ONE IS
RIGHT FOR YOUR KUBOTA?

Not all batteries are created equal. When
performing a Kubota battery cross
reference, you will encounter several
different  battery chemistries and
constructions. Understanding the
differences helps you choose the best
option for your usage pattern.

Flooded Lead-
Acid Batteries

These are the most common and
affordable option. They contain liquid
electrolyte and require periodic
maintenance such as checking water
levels and cleaning corrosion. For
occasional use tractors and mowers, a
quality flooded battery offers good

value. Examples include Interstate 24-72
and Exide 24-500.

AGM (Absorbent
Glass Mat)
Batteries

AGM batteries are sealed, maintenance-
free, and resistant to vibration—a major
advantage for off-road equipment. They
offer higher CCA per size and longer
lifespan than flooded batteries. AGM is
an excellent choice for Kubota tractors
and excavators that operate on rough
terrain. Popular AGM options include
Odyssey PC925T, Optima D31T, and
Interstate 22NF-AGM.

Gel Cell Batteries

Gel batteries are also sealed and
maintenance-free, but they use a silica
gel electrolyte. They are less common in
Kubota equipment due to their lower
CCA output and sensitivity to
overcharging. However, they perform
well in deep-cycle applications. Not
generally recommended for primary
starting use in tractors.

Lithium-lon
Batteries

Lithium-ion starting batteries are
emerging in the equipment market. They
are significantly lighter, last longer, and
offer high CCA in a small package.
However, they are expensive and
require a compatible charging system.
Some Kubota owners choose lithium for
weight reduction or extreme cold
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weather performance, but they are not a
direct cross reference for most OEM
applications without modifications.

model can be very helpful.

WHERE TO FIND RELIABLE CROSS
REFERENCE INFORMATION

INSTALLATION TIPS FOR YOUR
CROSS-REFERENCED BATTERY

Several resources can help you identify
the correct Kubota battery cross
reference for your machine. Always
verify information from multiple sources
to avoid costly mistakes.

e Battery manufacturer
websites: Interstate, Exide, and
Odyssey offer online lookup tools
where you can enter OEM part
numbers or equipment models.
These tools are generally accurate
and up to date.

e Kubota dealer parts
departments: Your local dealer
can provide OEM part numbers
and sometimes recommend
aftermarket alternatives. However,
they may not endorse non-OEM
brands.

e Online forums and
communities: Kubota owner
forums like OrangeTractorTalks
and TractorByNet have extensive
discussions about battery
replacements. Experienced owners
often share their successful cross
references.

e Automotive parts retailers:
Websites like BatteryMart,
Amazon, and Summit Racing allow
you to filter by group size and
specifications. Reading customer
reviews for your specific Kubota

Once you have selected the correct
replacement using a Kubota battery
cross reference, proper installation
ensures safety and long life. Follow
these guidelines.

e Disconnect the negative
terminal first: Always remove
the negative (black) cable before
the positive (red) to minimize the
risk of short circuits.

e Clean the tray and terminals:
Remove any corrosion or debris
from the battery tray and cable
ends. Use a wire brush and a
baking soda solution to neutralize
acid.

e Secure the battery: Use the
factory hold-down bracket or a
universal strap to prevent
movement. Vibration can damage
internal plates and shorten battery
life.

e Apply anti-corrosion spray:
After connecting the terminals,
spray them with a battery terminal
protector or coat them with
dielectric grease.

e Reconnect positive first, then
negative: Reverse the removal
order to avoid sparks.

* Test the system: Start the
engine and verify that the
charging system is functioning. A
healthy alternator



