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DISCOVERING THE WORLD OF
ELIZABETH PETERS: READING
THE AMELIA PEABODY
MYSTERIES IN ORDER

For lovers of historical mysteries, sharp
wit,  and  unforgettable  characters,  few
literary worlds are as richly rewarding as
the one created by Elizabeth Peters in
her  Amelia  Peabody  series.  Blending

archaeology,  Victorian-era  adventure,
and a marriage of true minds that sparks
on nearly every page, this beloved series
has  captivated  readers  for  decades.  If
you are new to these novels or looking
to  revisit  them,  understanding  the
Elizabeth Peters Amelia Peabody in
order of publication is essential for the
best  reading  experience.  The  series
spans more than thirty years of writing,
and the character development, ongoing
plotlines,  and  historical  backdrop  are
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best  appreciated  when  the  books  are
read as the author intended.
Elizabeth Peters,  the pen name of  the
esteemed  Egyptologist  Barbara  Mertz,
brought  her  vast  academic  knowledge
and  irrepressible  sense  of  humor  to
every volume. The result is a series that
feels  both  impeccably  researched  and
wonderfully  entertaining.  The  novels
follow the indomitable Amelia Peabody,
a  strong-willed  Victorian  spinster  who
travels  to Egypt,  falls  in love with the
dashing  and  equally  strong-willed
archaeologist  Radcliffe  Emerson,  and
proceeds  to  solve  mysteries,  uncover
antiquities, and raise a family—all while
trading  barbs  and  affectionate  insults
with her husband. This article will guide
you through the entire list of books in
the  Amelia  Peabody  series  in  order,

providing  a  roadmap  for  new  readers
and  a  nostalgic  overview for  longtime
fans.

WHY READING THE AMELIA
PEABODY SERIES IN ORDER
MATTERS

While  each  novel  contains  a  self-
contained mystery,  the true joy of the
series lies in its ongoing narrative. The
relationship  between  Amelia  and
Emerson  deepens  and  evolves.  Their
son, Ramses, grows from an unnervingly
precocious  child  into  a  capable  young
m a n  w i t h  h i s  o w n  r o m a n t i c
entanglements.  Supporting  characters
like the dastardly but charming Master
Criminal,  the  loyal  family  retainer
Abdullah,  and  the  prickly  but  devoted
friend Evelyn appear and reappear, with
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their  own stories  weaving through the
main plot. Reading the Elizabeth Peters
Amelia  Peabody  books  in  publication
order allows you to witness this gradual,
organ ic  deve lopment .  You  wi l l
understand inside jokes, appreciate the
growth  of  the  characters,  and  catch
subtle references to earlier adventures.
Jumping ahead might leave you feeling
lost regarding the family dynamics and
ongoing subplots.

THE COMPLETE AMELIA PEABODY
SERIES IN PUBLICATION ORDER

The series consists of twenty novels, one
short  story  collection,  and  a  final,
posthumously published volume that the
author had outlined before her passing.
Below  is  the  definitive  list  of  the
Elizabeth Peters Amelia Peabody series

in order of publication. This is the order
recommended  by  most  readers  and
scholars  of  the  series.

The Early
Adventures:
Meeting Amelia
and Emerson
The  first  four  books  introduce  the  main
characters and establish the unique tone
of the series. They are often considered
the perfect starting point for any reader.

Crocodile on the Sandbank1.
(1975) - The novel that started it
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all. Amelia Peabody, a proper
Victorian lady of independent
means, decides to travel to Egypt.
She meets the brilliant and
tempestuous Radcliffe Emerson,
and together they encounter a
mysterious mummy that seems to
be stalking their archaeological
dig. This book perfectly introduces
Amelia's distinctive voice, her
absolute confidence in her own
abilities, and the combustible
chemistry between her and
Emerson.
The Curse of the Pharaohs2.
(1981) - Now married, Amelia and
Emerson return to Egypt for a new
excavation. The widow of a
prominent archaeologist begs
them to investigate her husband's

mysterious death, which may be
linked to the legendary curse of a
pharaoh's tomb. This book
deepens the relationship between
the protagonists while delivering
another clever mystery.
The Mummy Case (1985) - The3.
Emerson family, now including the
infant Ramses, heads back to
Egypt. They become embroiled in
a case involving a stolen mummy,
a dead antiques dealer, and a
mysterious cult. The introduction
of Ramses as a toddler adds a new
dimension of humor and chaos to
the stories.
Lion in the Valley (1986) - The4.
notorious Master Criminal, a figure
who will become a recurring
antagonist and anti-hero, makes
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his first significant appearance. Set
during a dig in the Valley of the
Kings, this novel raises the stakes
and introduces a more complex
plot involving a criminal
mastermind who seems to be one
step ahead of everyone.

The Golden Age:
The Family
Expands
These middle novels are often cited as
the peak of the series. Ramses grows up,
new recurring characters are introduced,
and  the  adventures  become  more
intricate.

The Deeds of the Disturber5.
(1988) - The action moves from
Egypt to London. A sinister figure
known as the Disturber of the
Dead is terrorizing the British
Museum, and Amelia and Emerson
are drawn into the investigation.
This book is a wonderful change of
pace, showcasing the characters in
their home environment.
The Last Camel Died at Noon6.
(1991) - A fan-favorite entry that
takes the Emersons on a perilous
journey into the Sudanese desert
in search of a lost explorer. The
title itself has become legendary
among fans. The novel has a more
adventurous, almost epic feel,
reminiscent of classic exploration
narratives.
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The Snake, the Crocodile, and7.
the Dog (1992) - Emerson is
kidnapped, and Amelia must use
all her wits and courage to rescue
him. This book delves deeper into
the relationship between the
couple, testing their bond in a
high-stakes scenario. The title,
which Amelia explains in the story,
refers to a traditional Egyptian
curse.
The Hippopotamus Pool (1996)8.
- A mysterious stranger
approaches Amelia with a secret
map to a hidden royal tomb. The
family is swept into a race against
time and a group of dangerous
rivals. This book sees Ramses, now
a teenager, taking on a more
active role in the investigations.

Seeing a Large Cat (1997) -9.
This novel introduces the
character of David Todros, a young
artist who becomes a close friend
of the family and a romantic
interest for Amelia's niece, Lia. A
mystery involving a cursed tomb
and a series of strange events
keeps the pages turning.
The Ape Who Guards the10.
Balance (1998) - Set against the
backdrop of the early 1900s, this
story involves a missing papyrus, a
radical new religious sect, and the
continuing presence of the Master
Criminal. The title refers to an
Egyptian god associated with
judgment and balance.
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The Later
Novels: Ramses
Takes Center
Stage
In  the  final  third  of  the  series,  Ramses
grows into a young man, and his own
love  story  with  the  intelligent  and
unconventional  Nefret  begins to unfold
alongside his parents' adventures.

The Falcon at the Portal (1999)11.
- A young woman claiming to be
Emerson's nephew (actually a
niece) arrives in Egypt, causing
significant family drama. This book

explores themes of identity,
inheritance, and loyalty.
He Shall Thunder in the Sky12.
(2000) - The series takes a darker
turn as World War I looms. The
Emersons and their friends
become entangled in espionage
and political intrigue. This is a fan-
favorite for its emotional depth
and high stakes.
The Lord of the Silent (2001) -13.
The war continues, and the family
faces both external and internal
threats. The characters are pushed
to their limits, and the romance
between Ramses and Nefret
deepens significantly.
The Golden One (2002) - A new14.
archaeological discovery and a
mysterious assassin threaten the
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family. This novel also provides
more background on the enigmatic
Master Criminal.
Children of the Storm (2003) -15.
The post-war era brings new
challenges and new family
members. The Emerson household
is bustling with activity, and a
murder in their midst forces
everyone to become a detective.
Guardian of the Horizon (2004)16.
- An old friend from a previous
adventure, the mysterious "Tarek,"
reappears and asks for the
Emersons' help. This novel is a
direct sequel to The Last Camel
Died at Noon and is best enjoyed
after reading that book.
The Serpent on the Crown17.
(2005) - A wealthy widow is

convinced that a valuable statue in
her possession is cursed. When
she dies under suspicious
circumstances, the Emersons must
uncover the truth.
Tomb of the Golden Bird18.
(2006) - The discovery of the real-
life tomb of Tutankhamun serves
as the backdrop for this exciting
novel. The Emersons and their
rivals are all on the scene, and a
murder complicates the historic
excavation.
A River in the Sky (2010) - This19.
novel is a prequel, set in 1910,
before the events of the previous
few books. It takes place in
Jerusalem and explores another
archaeological mystery. It fits
chronologically after Guardian of
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the Horizon.
The Painted Queen (2017) -20.
This final novel was completed by
Elizabeth Peters's literary agent,
Joan Hess, based on the author's
detailed outline and notes. It
brings the series to a satisfying
and fitting conclusion, reuniting
the family for one last adventure
involving a mysterious statue.

The Short Story
Collection

Amelia Peabody's Egypt (2003)
- A beautifully illustrated
companion book that includes a
short story, "The Last

Tutankhamun Adventure," as well
as essays, maps, and family trees.
It is a wonderful resource for any
fan.

WHAT MAKES THE AMELIA
PEABODY SERIES SO ENDURING?

Beyond  the  clever  mysteries  and  the
fascinating historical setting, the core of
the  series  is  the  relationship  between
Amelia and Emerson. Their marriage is
one  of  the  most  beloved  in  fiction—a
partnership  of  equals  built  on  mutual
respect,  passionate  love,  and  endless
verbal sparring. Amelia's narrative voice
is  distinctive and unforgettable.  She is
supremely  confident,  unapologetically
opinionated,  and  fiercely  protective  of
her family. She never considers herself a
"woman in a man's world"; she simply
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considers herself a person who is usually
right.
The  series  also  excels  at  balancing
humor  with  genuine pathos.  The early
books are lighthearted and witty, while
the  later  volumes,  particularly  those
dealing with World War I, have moments
of real gravity and loss. The growth of
Ramses  from  a  child  prodigy  into  a
sensitive and courageous young man is
another  deeply  satisfying  element  for
long-time readers. The supporting cast,
from  the  loyal  reis  Abdullah  to  the
enigmatic Master Criminal,  adds layers
of complexity and richness to the world.

Advice for New
Readers Starting
the Amelia
Peabody Series
If  you are just  beginning your  journey
with  Elizabeth  Peters  and  the  Amelia
Peabody  books,  the  best  advice  is  to
start  at  the  very  beginning  with
Crocodile on the Sandbank. Do not skip
ahead.  The  early  books  establish  the
characters,  their  voices,  and  their
relationships  in  a  way that  makes the
later, more complex stories much more
rewarding.  The  first  few  books  are  also
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relatively  shorter  and  faster-paced,
making them a perfect  introduction to
the  series.  Once  you  fall  in  love  with
Amelia  and Emerson—and it  is  almost
impossible  not  to—you  will  have  the
immense  pleasure  of  twenty  more
adventures  waiting  for  you.

CONCLUSION

Reading  the  Elizabeth  Peters  Amelia
Peabody novels in order is like taking a
long,  satisfying  journey  with  dear
friends.  You watch a family  grow,  you

learn about the history and archaeology
of  Egypt,  and  you  are  constantly
entertained  by  wit,  adventure,  and
heart.  From  the  first  crocodile  on  the
sandbank to the final painted queen, the
series offers an escape into a world that
feels  both  exotic  and  warmly  familiar.
Whether you are a mystery enthusiast, a
historical  fiction  lover,  or  someone  who
simply enjoys brilliant character writing,
the  Amelia  Peabody series  deserves  a
place  on  your  bookshelf.  Start  at  the
beginning,  read  them  in  order,  and
prepare to be utterly charmed.


