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INTRODUCTION:
THE HEARTBEAT
OF LITURGICAL
MUSIC

Music has always been
a  c o r n e r s t o n e  o f
worship,  elevating  the
s o u l  a n d  u n i t i n g
congrega t i ons  i n
shared  expression  of
f a i t h .  W i t h i n  t h e
Catholic  tradition,  few
names  resonate  as
deeply  with  liturgical
m u s i c  a s  O r e g o n
Catholic  Press  (OCP).
A m o n g  i t s  v a s t
repertoire, the concept
of Choral Praise OCP
stands as a beacon for
music  directors,  choir
m e m b e r s ,  a n d

congregations  seeking
to enrich their liturgical
experience.  But  what
exactly is Choral Praise
OCP?  How  does  i t
function  within  the
framework  of  modern
worship, and why has it
b e c o m e  a n
indispensable resource
for parishes around the
world?  This  article
exp lo res  the  r i ch
tapest ry  o f  OCP 's
choral  offerings,
e x a m i n i n g  t h e i r
history,  structure,  and
transformative  power
in  congregat ional
singing.

WHAT IS CHORAL
PRAISE OCP?

At  i ts  core,  Choral
Praise  OCP  refers  to
t h e  e x t e n s i v e
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collection  of  choral
arrangements  and
resources published by
Oregon Catholic Press.
O C P  i s  o n e  o f  t h e
largest  providers  of
Cathol ic  l i turgical
music  in  the  English-
speaking world, and its
choral praise materials
a r e  d e s i g n e d  t o
support  choirs  of  all
sizes  and  skill  levels.
T h e s e  r e s o u r c e s
include  sheet  music,
o c t a v o s ,  c h o r a l
collections,  recordings,
and  accompaniment
tracks that help choirs
lead  congregations  in
worship.
The  te rm  "Chora l
P r a i s e  O C P "
encompasses  a  wide
var iety  of  musical
styles, from traditional
hymns  and  Gregorian
chant  adaptations  to
contemporary  worship
songs  and  g l oba l
music.  This  diversity
ensures  that  parishes

can  find  music  that
resonates  with  their
unique  community
while remaining faithful
t o  t h e  l i t u r g i c a l
gu ide l i nes  o f  the
Ca tho l i c  Chu rch .
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
preparing for a Sunday
Mass,  a  solemn  feast
d a y ,  o r  a  s p e c i a l
l i turg ica l  season,
Choral  Pra ise  OCP
provides  the  tools
needed  to  create  a
m e a n i n g f u l  a n d
prayerfu l  musica l
experience.

The OCP
Differenc
e: A
Commitm
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ent to
Liturgical
Excellenc

e
What  sets  OCP  apart
f rom  o the r  mus i c
p u b l i s h e r s  i s  i t s
u n w a v e r i n g
commitment  to  the
liturgy.  Every piece of
choral music published
by  OCP  undergoes  a
r i g o r o u s  r e v i e w
process to ensure that
i t  a l i gns  w i th  the
General  Instruction  of
the Roman Missal  and
o t h e r  l i t u r g i c a l
d o c u m e n t s .  T h i s
means that  when you
choose  Choral  Praise
OCP, you are selecting
music  that  not  only
sounds  beautiful  but
a l s o  s e r v e s  t h e
liturgical  action of  the

Mass.
Moreover,  OCP  places
a  strong  emphasis  on
pastoral  sensitivity.
The texts are carefully
chosen  to  reflect  the
Scripture  readings  of
t h e  d a y ,  a n d  t h e
musical  settings  are
d e s i g n e d  t o  b e
accessible  to  both
c h o i r s  a n d
congregations.  This
ba lance  be tween
artistic  excellence and
practical  usability  is
what  makes  Choral
Praise  OCP  a  trusted
resource  for  music
ministers worldwide.

THE HISTORY AND
DEVELOPMENT OF
CHORAL PRAISE
OCP

To fully appreciate the
impact of Choral Praise
OCP,  it  is  helpful  to
understand the history
of  Oregon  Catholic
Press itself. Founded in
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1 8 7 4  b y  t h e
Benedictine  Sisters  of
Mount Angel  Abbey in
Oregon, OCP began as
a  small  publ ishing
house  focused  on
liturgical  books.  Over
time,  it  expanded  its
mission  to  include
music  publ ish ing,
r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e
essential  role  of  sung
prayer  in  Cathol ic
worship.
The  1960s  and  1970s
brought  significant
changes  to  Catholic
liturgy  following  the
S e c o n d  V a t i c a n
Council.  The  Council's
c a l l  f o r  a c t u o s a
participatio  (active
participation)  of  the
faithful  led to a surge
in  congregat ional
s i n g i n g .  O C P
r e s p o n d e d  b y
developing  resources
that empowered choirs
t o  l e a d  t h i s
p a r t i c i p a t i o n
effectively.  The  "Glory

&  Praise"  hymnal,  first
published  in  1977,
became  a  landmark
c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t
i n t r o d u c e d
contemporary liturgical
m u s i c  t o  a  w i d e
audience.
A s  c h o r a l  m u s i c
continued  to  evolve,
OCP  launched  more
s p e c i a l i z e d
publications  dedicated
t o  c h o r a l
arrangements.  These
collections drew on the
talents  of  renowned
composers such as Bob
Hurd,  Rory  Cooney,
and  Marty  Haugen,
whose  works  have
become  staples  of
C a t h o l i c  c h o r a l
repertoire.  Today,
Choral  Pra ise  OCP
r e p r e s e n t s  t h e
culmination of decades
o f  m u s i c a l  a n d
liturgical  development,
offering  a  rich  and
varied  catalog  that
continues to grow with
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each passing year.

KEY FEATURES
AND COMPONENTS
OF CHORAL PRAISE
OCP

Understanding  the
structure  of  Choral
Praise  OCP  resources
c a n  h e l p  m u s i c
ministers  make  the
m o s t  o f  w h a t  i s
available.  Here  are
s o m e  o f  t h e  k e y
features  that  define
these  publications:

Choral
Arrangem
ents for
All
Seasons
One  of  the  greatest
strengths  of  Choral
P r a i s e  O C P  i s  i t s

c o m p r e h e n s i v e
c o v e r a g e  o f  t h e
liturgical  year.  From
Advent  and  Christmas
to  Lent,  Easter,  and
Ordinary  Time,  there
are choral  settings for
every  season  and
occasion.  This  allows
c h o i r s  t o  b u i l d  a
repertoire  that  follows
the  rhythm  o f  the
Church  ca lendar ,
e n h a n c i n g  t h e
thematic  coherence of
each liturgy.

Flexible
Voicing
and
Instrume
ntation
OCP  understands  that
not every parish has a
full  SATB choir  with a
professional  organist.



6

6 Choral Praise Ocp 2023-10-22

Therefore,  Choral
Praise  OCP  resources
often  include  flexible
voicing  options.  Many
pieces are available in
ar rangements  for
SATB, SAB, two-part, or
unison  voices,  making
them  accessible  to
choirs of varying sizes
a n d  s k i l l  l e v e l s .
Instrumental  parts  for
keyboard,  guitar,  and
other  instruments  are
a l s o  c o m m o n l y
provided,  allowing  for
creative  adaptation  to
local resources.

Assembly
Editions
and
Reprint

Boxes
A distinctive feature of
OCP's  approach is  the
inclusion  of  assembly
editions.  These  are
simplified  versions  of
the  choral  piece  that
include the melody and
bas ic  harmon ies ,
e n a b l i n g  t h e
congregation  to  sing
along  with  the  choir.
Reprint  boxes  in  the
choral  score  indicate
where  the  assembly
edition  can  be  legally
r e p r o d u c e d  f o r
congregational  use,
ensuring  compliance
with  copyright  laws.

Recordin
g and
Learning
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Resource
s
To  assist  choirs  in
learning  new  music,
OCP  provides  high-
quality  recordings  of
many  choral  pieces.
These  record ings
typically  include  both
full performance tracks
and  part-dominant
t r a c k s ,  a l l o w i n g
individual  voice  parts
to practice separately.
This  is  an  invaluable
too l  for  vo lunteer
choirs  with  l imited
rehearsal  time.

THE ROLE OF
CHORAL PRAISE
OCP IN CATHOLIC
WORSHIP

The primary purpose of
Choral Praise OCP is to
support  the  liturgical
l i fe  of  the  Church.
Choirs do not exist  to
per fo rm  concer ts

during  Mass;  rather,
they lead the assembly
in  sung  prayer  and
enhance the beauty of
the liturgy. OCP choral
music is designed with
this  ministerial  role  in
mind.
A  well-prepared  choir
using  Choral  Praise
OCP can transform the
worship  experience.
The  choir's  leadership
e n c o u r a g e s  t h e
congregation  to  sing
with  confidence,  while
the  harmonic  richness
o f  t h e  c h o r a l
arrangements  adds
depth and solemnity to
the liturgy. In this way,
the  choir  becomes  a
bridge  between  the
assembly  and  the
sacred mysteries being
celebrated.
Furthermore,  Choral
Praise OCP emphasizes
t h e  c o n n e c t i o n
between music and the
Word.  Many  choral
settings  are  directly



8

8 Choral Praise Ocp 2023-10-22

tied  to  the  Scripture
readings  of  the  day,
r e i n f o r c i n g  t h e
liturgical message and
helping  the  assembly
to internalize the Word
of God. This integration
o f  m u s i c  a n d
proc lamat ion  i s  a
hallmark  of  Catholic
liturgical  tradition.

POPULAR CHORAL
PRAISE OCP
COLLECTIONS AND
PUBLICATIONS

Over  the  years,  OCP
has released numerous
collections  that  have
become  essent ia l
resources  for  Catholic
choirs.  Some  of  the
most  notable  include:

Glory & Praise -
The foundational
collection that
brought
contemporary
Catholic music to
the mainstream,
with many pieces

now considered
classics.
Oramos
Cantando / We
Pray in Song - A
bilingual
collection that
reflects the
multicultural
reality of the
Church in the
Americas.
Never Too
Young - A
resource
specifically
designed for
children's choirs,
helping to form
young singers in
the liturgy.
One in Faith - A
comprehensive
music program
that includes
both assembly
and choral
editions, suitable
for parishes
looking for an
integrated
approach.



Choral Praise Ocp 9

9

Spirit & Psalm -
A collection
focused on
responsorial
psalms and
Gospel
acclamations,
with choral
arrangements
that enrich these
important
liturgical
elements.

E a c h  o f  t h e s e
collections  offers  a
unique  contribution  to
the  choral  repertoire,
and together they form
the backbone of Choral
Praise OCP.

HOW TO USE
CHORAL PRAISE
OCP IN YOUR
MINISTRY

Implementing  Choral
Praise OCP resources in
your  par ish  music
min i s t ry  can  be  a
rewarding  process.
H e r e  a r e  s o m e

pract ica l  s teps  to
consider:

Assess
Your
Resource
s
Begin  by  evaluating
the size and skill level
o f  your  cho i r ,  the
instruments  available,
a n d  t h e  m u s i c a l
preferences  of  your
congregation.  OCP's
flexible  arrangements
mean that you can find
music  that  fits  your
specific  situation,
whether you have a full
SATB choir or a smaller
ensemble.

Plan
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Liturgicall
y
Se lect  mus ic  that
corresponds  to  the
liturgical  season  and
the  Scripture  readings
for  each  Mass.  OCP
provides  l iturgical
indexes  that  make  it
easy  to  find
appropriate  pieces  for
any  given  Sunday  or
feast  day.  Planning
ahead  ensures  that
y o u r  c h o i r  h a s
adequate time to learn
the music and that the
o v e r a l l  m u s i c a l
program is cohesive.

Integrate
Assembly
Participat

ion
Remember  that  the
choir's  primary  role  is
to  lead  the  assembly.
When  introducing  a
new choral piece, take
t ime  to  teach  the
assembly  their  part.
Use  the  assembly
editions  provided  by
OCP  to  ensure  that
e v e r y o n e  c a n
participate. A choir that
works  in  partnership
with  the  congregation
creates  a  powerful
experience  of  sung
prayer.

Use
Recordin
gs
Effectivel
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y
Take advantage of the
learning resources that
OCP  offers.  Distribute
recordings  to  choir
members  for  home
practice, and use part-
dominant tracks during
r e h e a r s a l s  t o
strengthen  individual
sections. This approach
can  significantly
shorten  the  learning
curve  for  new  music.

THE FUTURE OF
CHORAL PRAISE
OCP

A s  t h e  C h u r c h
continues to evolve, so
too  does  the  music
that serves its  liturgy.
OCP  remains  at  the
f o r e f r o n t  o f  t h i s
d e v e l o p m e n t ,
c o n s t a n t l y
commissioning  new
works  and  expanding
its  catalog.  Several
trends are shaping the

future of Choral Praise
OCP:

Diversity
and
Inclusion
OCP  is  committed  to
reflecting  the  cultural
diversity of the Church.
T h i s  i n c l u d e s
publishing  music  in
multiple  languages,
incorporating  global
musical traditions, and
supporting  composers
f r o m  d i v e r s e
backgrounds. The goal
is to create a repertoire
that  truly  represents
the  universal  Church.

Digital
Innovatio



12

12 Choral Praise Ocp 2023-10-22

n
T e c h n o l o g y  i s
t ransforming  how
choirs  access and use
m u s i c .  O C P  h a s
embraced  d ig i ta l
platforms,  offering
online  subscriptions,
digital  sheet  music,
a n d  s t r e a m i n g
services.  These  tools
make  i t  eas ier  for
music ministers to find,
learn, and share Choral
Praise OCP resources.

Formatio
n and
Education
OCP  understands  that
good  choral  music
requires  well-formed
m u s i c i a n s .  T h e
company  offers
workshops,  webinars,
a n d  f o r m a t i o n
programs  that  help

choir  directors  and
singers  develop  their
skills.  Investing  in  the
formation  of  music
ministers is essential if
the quality of liturgical
music  is  to  continue
improving.

CONCLUSION: A
LASTING LEGACY
OF SUNG PRAYER

Choral  Praise  OCP  is
more than a collection
of sheet music; it is a
living tradition of sung
prayer  that  connects
parishes  across  the
globe.  By  providing
high-quality, liturgically
s o u n d  c h o r a l
resources,  Oregon
C a t h o l i c  P r e s s
e m p o w e r s  m u s i c
ministers to lead their
c o m m u n i t i e s  i n
worship  that  is  both
beautiful  and  faithful.
Whether  you  are  a
seasoned choir director
or  a  volunteer  singer,
the  world  of  Choral
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Praise  OCP  offers
endless  opportunities
to  deepen  your  faith
a n d  e n r i c h  t h e
liturgical  life  of  your
parish. As you explore

these  resources,  may
you  find  joy  in  the
ministry of music and a
deeper encounter with
the God we praise.


