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INTRODUCTION:
NAVIGATING
GOLDING’S DARK
ALLEGORY

William Golding’s Lord
of  the  Flies  remains
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
powerful and unsettling
novels of the twentieth
century.  A  staple  in
literature  classrooms
a n d  b o o k  c l u b s
w o r l d w i d e ,  t h i s
allegorical  tale  follows
a  group  o f  Br i t i sh
schoolboys  stranded
on  an  uninhabited
island  after  a  plane
crash. What begins as

a  hopeful  adventure
quickly  descends  into
savagery, exposing the
f rag i l e  venee r  o f
civilization.  Readers
often  turn  to  concise
chapter  summaries
of Lord of the Flies
to  track  the  novel’s
complex  symbol ic
development, thematic
shifts,  and  character
a rcs .  Th i s  a r t i c le
provides  a  detailed,
chapter -by-chapter
breakdown  o f  the
novel,  helping  you
grasp its core conflicts,
key  symbols,  and  the
chilling trajectory from
o r d e r  t o  c h a o s .
Whether  you  are  a
student  preparing  for
an  exam,  a  teacher
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building a lesson plan,
or  a  curious  reader
revisiting  the  island,
these  summaries  will
illuminate  the  depth
behind every haunting
page.

CHAPTER 1: THE
SOUND OF THE
SHELL – ORDER
EMERGES

The novel opens with a
vivid  description  of  a
t rop ica l  parad ise
shattered by the crash
of  a  plane evacuating
Brit ish  schoolboys
during an atomic war.
Ralph and Piggy, two of
the  first  survivors  to
meet, discover a conch
shell in a lagoon. Piggy,
a s t h m a t i c  a n d
intellectual,  suggests
us ing  the  she l l  to
summon  any  other
survivors.  Blowing  the
conch,  Ralph  gathers
a l l  t he  s ca t t e red
boys—ranging  from
s i x - y e a r - o l d s  t o

confident  older
ch i ld ren  l i ke  Jack
Merridew.
In this initial assembly,
the  boys  establish  a
rough  democrat ic
structure.  Ralph  is
elected leader, despite
Jack’s  clear  desire  for
power.  To  appease
Jack, Ralph allows him
to  lead  the  choirboys
a s  h u n t e r s .  T h e
chapter introduces the
central  conflict:  the
tension  between  the
instinct  for  order  and
the  pull  of  anarchy.
The conch becomes a
powerful  symbol  of
authority  and  civi l
discourse.  The  boys
explore  the  island,
confirming  its  bounty
of  fruit,  fresh  water,
and  shelter—yet  hints
of  unease  emerge
when  a  sma l l  boy
mentions  a  “beastie”
or  snake-thing  in  the
jungle. Ralph dismisses
this fear, but the seed
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of terror is planted.

Key
Themes
in
Chapter 1

Democracy vs.
Dictatorship:
Ralph’s election
versus Jack’s
desire for
control.
Civilization’s
Tools: The
conch shell as a
symbol of law
and order.
Innocence and
Fear: The first
mention of the
beast
foreshadows
later terror.

CHAPTER 2: FIRE

ON THE MOUNTAIN
– THE FIRST
FAILURE

Ralph  calls  another
assembly, emphasizing
the need for rules and
a  signal  fire  to  attract
pass ing  sh ips .  He
clarifies  that  they  are
truly  alone—no  adults
survived.  The  boys
enthusiastically  agree
to  build  a  fire  using
Piggy’s  glasses  as  a
magnifying  lens.  The
fire  quickly  blazes  out
of  control,  igniting  a
large  patch  of  jungle.
During  the  chaos,  the
boy who mentioned the
“beastie”  disappears,
likely consumed by the
flames.  No  one  notices
his  absence  except
Piggy,  who  is  ignored
when he tries to point
out the tragedy.
This chapter marks the
first  major  failure  of
the  boys’  society:  the
loss  of  a  l ife  due  to
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n e g l i g e n c e  a n d
u n c h e c k e d
enthusiasm.  Golding
foreshadows  that  the
fire,  intended  as  a
rescue  tool,  can  also
become an instrument
of  destruction.  The
conflict  between
R a l p h ’ s  f o c u s  o n
rescue  and  Jack ’s
obsession with hunting
begins to simmer.

CHAPTER 3: HUTS
ON THE BEACH –
THE DIVISION
GROWS

Jack  is  now  obsessed
with  hunting  pigs,
painting  his  face  with
charcoal  and  clay  to
s ta lk  th rough  the
f o r e s t .  R a l p h ,
frustrated that only he
and Simon are building
shelters, confronts Jack
abou t  t he  l a ck  o f
progress.  The  shelters
s y m b o l i z e  t h e
p r o t e c t i o n  o f
c iv i l izat ion,  whi le

hunting  represents
p r i m a l  i n s t i n c t .
Meanwhile,  Simon,  a
quiet  and  perceptive
boy,  retreats  into  the
jungle, finding a hidden
glade  full  of  fruit  and
flowers—a  place  of
peace  and  solitude.
This  chapter  deepens
the  rift  between  the
two  leaders.  Ralph
insists  on  rescue  and
s t r u c t u r e ;  J a c k
prioritizes  the  thrill  of
the kill.  The theme of
the  “beast”  evolves:
while the littluns fear a
physical  monster,  the
real beast may be the
darkness  growing
w i t h i n  t h e  b o y s
themselves.

CHAPTER 4:
PAINTED FACES
AND LONG HAIR –
THE FIRST BLOOD

Time  passes,  and  the
boys’  appearance
becomes  increasingly
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wild:  long  hair,  dirty
clothes,  and  painted
faces .  Dur ing  the
midday  heat,  a  ship
passes the island. The
signal fire has gone out
because  the  hunters
abandoned  their  post
to chase a pig. Ralph,
furious, confronts Jack,
but the hunters return
triumphantly  carrying
their  first  kill.  Jack,
exhilarated,  smears
the pig’s blood on his
f a c e ,  h i s
transformation  into  a
s a v a g e  n e a r l y
complete.
In  a  pivotal  moment,
Jack  str ikes  Piggy,
shattering a lens of his
glasses—an  act  of
violence  against  the
voice  of  reason.  The
chapter  ends with the
hunters  celebrating
their  kill  with  a  wild
chant: “Kill the pig. Cut
her  throat.  Spill  her
b l o o d . ”  T h e  l i n e
between civilized boys

and  primitive  hunters
blurs.

CHAPTER 5: BEAST
FROM WATER –
CONFRONTING
FEAR

Ralph,  exhausted  and
frustrated,  holds  an
assembly  to  address
the  growing  disorder.
He argues that fear is
their  greatest  enemy,
not  a  physical  beast.
However,  the  littluns
insist they have seen a
creature that moves by
night.  Simon  suggests
that the beast might be
inside  each  of  them,
b u t  h i s  s t r a n g e ,
mystical  speech  is
dismissed.  Jack  seizes
t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y ,
c l a im ing  tha t  h i s
hunters  will  kill  the
b e a s t ,  t h u s
undermining  Ralph’s
authority.
This assembly ends in
chaos as the boys run
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off  to  the  beach,
leaving  Ralph  alone
with Piggy. The conch’s
power  begins  to  fade;
r e a s o n  a n d  l o g i c
cannot  compete  with
the thrilling promise of
h u n t i n g  a n d  t h e
v i s c e r a l  n e e d  t o
confront  fear  with
aggression.

CHAPTER 6: BEAST
FROM AIR – THE
PARACHUTIST

High above the island,
an  aerial  battle  takes
p l a c e .  A  d e a d
parachutist  floats
down,  tangled  in  his
parachute  lines,  and
lands on the mountain.
Samneric, the twins on
fire duty, see the figure
at night and mistake it
for a monstrous “beast
with  teeth.”  Terrified,
they rush back to the
shelters,  spreading
panic.
Ralph and Jack lead an

expedition  to  search
the  i s land  fo r  the
beast.  They  climb the
mountain  and glimpse
the  silhouette  of  the
dead parachutist in the
moonlight.  Terrified,
they  flee  back  to  the
beach.  The  physical
man i f e s ta t i on  o f
external evil—the war-
t o r n  w o r l d — n o w
haunts the island. The
dead  man  symbolizes
the  intrusion  of  adult
violence into the boys’
paradise.

CHAPTER 7:
SHADOWS AND
TALL TREES – THE
HUNT INTENSIFIES

Ralph,  increasingly
disillusioned,  longs  for
t h e  o r d e r  a n d
cleanliness of his past
life.  He joins Jack and
his  hunters  on  a  pig
hunt. During the chase,
Ralph actually  wounds
a boar, experiencing a
fleeting  thrill  of
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violence.  The  hunters
reenact the kill  with a
boy  named  Robert
acting as the pig—the
g a m e  g r o w s
disturbingly intense.
Simon slips away to his
hidden  glade.  Jack,
Ra lph ,  and  Roger
decide  to  climb  the
mountain  again  for  a
better  v iew  of  the
beast.  This  time,  they
s e e  t h e  d e a d
parachutist clearly and,
convinced it is a living
monster,  flee  in  terror.
Jack  begins  to  openly
chal lenge  Ralph’s
leadership,  sensing
that fear will drive the
boys to follow a strong
dictator.

CHAPTER 8: GIFT
FOR THE
DARKNESS – THE
SPLIT

Jack calls an assembly
and  tries  to  depose
Ralph.  When the  vote

fails,  Jack  storms  off,
declaring himself chief
of his own tribe. Many
boys—especially  the
hunters—join  him.
They slaughter a sow,
placing  its  head  on  a
sharpened stake as an
offering to the “beast.”
This grotesque “Lord of
the Flies” (a translation
of  Beelzebub,  a  name
for  the  devil)  attracts
flies and begins to rot.
Simon,  alone  in  the
glade,  experiences  a
h a l l u c i n a t o r y
conversation  with  the
pig’s head. The Lord of
the  Flies  tells  Simon
that the beast is inside
t h e  b o y s
themselves—it  cannot
be  hunted  or  killed.
Simon realizes that the
“ b e a s t ”  o n  t h e
mountain  is  actually
the  dead  parachutist.
He  decides  to  inform
the  others,  hoping  to
dispel their terror. This
c h a p t e r  i s  t h e
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philosophical  core  of
the  nove l :  ev i l  i s
innate, not external.

CHAPTER 9: A
VIEW TO A DEATH
– THE TRAGIC
REVELATION

A violent tropical storm
breaks over the island.
Jack’s tribe is  feasting
on roasted pig, dancing
w i l d l y  i n  a  r a i n -
drenched ritual. Ralph,
Piggy,  and  Samneric
a t tend  the  feas t ,
attempting  to  remain
part  of  the  group.  As
the  dance  reaches  a
fever  pitch,  the  boys
form  a  chanted  circle
a r o u n d  a  b o y
pretending  to  be  the
pig.
In this moment, Simon
emerges  f rom  the
jungle,  staggering
toward  the  beach  to
deliver  his  truth.  The
boys,  in  their  frenzy,
mistake  him  for  the

beast. They attack him
savagely,  biting  and
tearing,  until  Simon
collapses dead on the
sand.  That  night,  the
tide  washes  his  body
away.  The  parachutist
also falls into the sea,
f r e e d  f r o m  t h e
mountain.  The murder
of  Simon  marks  the
c o m p l e t e  l o s s  o f
civilization—the  boys
have  killed  the  only
t r u l y  g o o d  a n d
insightful character.

CHAPTER 10: THE
SHELL AND THE
GLASSES –
FRAGMENTS OF
ORDER

The  next  morning,
Ra lph,  P iggy,  and
Samneric are the only
ones left on their side
of the island. They are
in  shock,  trying  to
r a t i o n a l i z e  t h e i r
participation in Simon’s
murder.  Piggy  insists
t h e y  w e r e  n o t
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responsible—they were
on  the  edge  of  the
circle,  not  the  center.
But  Ralph  knows  the
truth: it was murder.
J a c k ’ s  t r i b e  h a s
relocated  to  Castle
Rock, a rocky fortress.
J a c k  o r d e r s  t h e
savages to guard their
territory  and  to  steal
Piggy’s glasses for fire-
making.  That  night,  a
raid  occurs:  Jack’s
fo rces  c reep  in to
Ralph’s camp, steal the
glasses,  and  beat  the
twins. Ralph’s group is
l e f t  b l i n d  a n d
powerless.

CHAPTER 11:
CASTLE ROCK –
THE DEATH OF
REASON

Ralph, desperate to get
Piggy’s  glasses  back,
insists  on  confronting
Jack directly. He blows
the conch for one last
assembly,  but  only  a

few  answer.  The  four
r e m a i n i n g
boys—Ralph,  Piggy,
Samneric—march  to
Castle  Rock,  Piggy
clutching the conch as
a symbol of their right
to be heard.
At  the  fortress,  Jack
and  his  hunters  mock
them.  Ralph  demands
the  glasses,  but  Jack
wants his allegiance. In
the  chaos ,  Roger ,
perched  high  above,
dislodges  a  massive
boulder.  I t  str ikes
Piggy,  sending  him
falling to his death. The
c o n c h  s h a t t e r s
alongside him.  Piggy’s
death  represents  the
final  destruction  of
reason and democratic
order.  Samneric  are
captured and forced to
join Jack’s tribe. Ralph
is now alone, a fugitive
on the island.

CHAPTER 12: CRY
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OF THE HUNTERS –
THE RESCUE

Ralph  hides  in  the
forest  as  Jack’s  entire
tribe hunts him like an
animal.  They  set  the
forest ablaze to smoke
h i m  o u t .  R a l p h
scrambles  desperately
through  the  burning
brush until he stumbles
onto  the  beach—and
into  the  s ight  o f  a
naval  officer.  A  ship
had  seen  the  flames
a n d  c o m e  t o
investigate.
The  officer  is  shocked
by  the  s ight  of  the
British  boys:  grimy,
pa inted,  car ry ing
sharpened  sticks.  He
asks if they have been
having a “game” or a
“war.”  Ralph  bursts
into tears, weeping for
the  end  of  innocence
and  the  darkness  of
the human heart.  The
officer  turns  away,
embarrassed,  looking

at his  own warship—a
symbol  that  the  adult
world is engaged in the
same  brutality.  The
novel ends on a note of
bitter  irony:  rescue
comes,  but  civilization
is already corrupted.

CONCLUSION: THE
ENDURING POWER
OF THE ISLAND

T h e  c h a p t e r
summaries  of  Lord
of the Flies  reveal  a
masterful  narrative
arc—from  the  fragile
hope  of  the  first
assembly to the primal
hunt  of  the  final
chapter.  Golding’s
novel forces readers to
confront  unsettling
questions about human
nature:  Is  evil  learned
o r  i n n a t e ?  C a n
civilization  survive
w i thou t  ex te rna l
a u t h o r i t y ?  E a c h
chapter  builds  upon
the last, stripping away
the  boys’  pretense  of
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virtue  until  only  raw
savagery  remains.
Whether you use these
summaries as a study
guide  or  a  refresher,
the  story’s  themes  of
power,  fear,  and  the

loss  o f  innocence
remain  hauntingly
relevant.  Revisit  the
i s l a n d ,  b u t  b e
prepared: you may find
the beast staring back
at you.


