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There  are  few literary
characters who feel as
real,  as  vivid,  and  as
enduring  as  the  red-
haired  orphan  who
arrives at a tiny Prince
Edward  Island  railway
station  clutching  a
worn carpet bag. Anne
Of Green Gables By
Lm  Montgomery  is
not merely a children's
book;  it  is  a  cultural

touchstone  that  has
captivated  readers  for
over  a  century.  First
published in 1908, the
novel  introduced  the
world to Anne Shirley,
a  t a l k a t i v e ,
imag ina t i ve ,  and
fiercely  passionate  girl
who  transforms  the
lives  of  everyone  she
mee t s .  The  s t o ry
begins  when  aging
siblings  Marilla  and
Matthew  Cuthbert
decide to adopt a boy
from an orphanage to
help  with  the  farm
work at Green Gables.
When they are sent a
girl instead, their initial
reluctance  gives  way
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to a deep, abiding love
that  changes  their
quiet,  orderly  lives
forever.
L.  M.  Montgomery,
born  in  Clifton  (now
New  London),  Prince
Edward Island, in 1874,
drew  heavily  on  her
o w n  c h i l d h o o d
e x p e r i e n c e s  a n d
surroundings. The lush
l a n d s c a p e s ,  t h e
changing seasons, and
t h e  c l o s e - k n i t
community of  Avonlea
are rendered with such
loving  detail  that  the
sett ing  becomes  a
character  in  its  own
right.  Montgomery's
own mother died when
she was a toddler, and
she was raised by her
s t r i c t  m a t e r n a l
grandparents  in  the
small  community  of
C a v e n d i s h .  T h i s
personal  history  of
loss,  loneliness,  and a
vivid  inner  world  of
imagination  clearly

informs  the  character
o f  A n n e  S h i r l e y ,
making her one of the
most  authentic  and
beloved protagonists in
English literature.

THE ENDURING
APPEAL OF ANNE
SHIRLEY

An
Unforgett
able
Protagoni
st
What makes Anne Of
Green Gables By Lm
M o n t g o m e r y  s o
t i m e l e s s  i s  t h e
character  at  its  heart.
Anne  is  not  a  perfect
h e r o i n e .  S h e  i s
impulsive,  prone  to
dramatic  fits  of
despair, and possesses
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a  tongue  that  often
runs  ahead  o f  her
better  judgment.  She
gets  into  scrape  after
scrape: dying her hair
a  hideous  green  with
what she believes is a
dye,  acc identa l ly
gett ing  her  f r iend
Diana  Barry  drunk  on
currant wine, breaking
her ankle jumping onto
a bed, and smashing a
slate over the head of
a  boy  who  calls  her
"Carrots."  Yet,  it  is
p r e c i s e l y  t h e s e
imperfections  that
make  her  so  deeply
relatable. She is a child
of  immense emotional
depth ,  capable  o f
s o a r i n g  j o y  a t  a
beautiful  sunset  and
crushing  sorrow  when
she  is  misunderstood.
Her famous "scope for
imagination" allows her
t o  t r a n s f o r m  t h e
ordinary  world  into  a
place of wonder, giving
picturesque  names  to

everyday  landmarks
like the "White Way of
Delight,"  the  "Lake  of
Shining  Waters,"  and
the  "Lovers'  Lane."

The
Transfor
mation of
the
Cuthberts
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
moving threads in the
novel  is  the  gradual,
quiet transformation of
Marilla  and  Matthew
Cuthbert.  Marilla,  in
particular, begins as a
stern, practical woman
w h o  b e l i e v e s  i n
discipline  and  duty
above all  else.  She is
initially  irritated  by
Anne's endless chatter
and  her  tendency  to
l i v e  i n  a  w o r l d  o f



4

4 Anne Of Green Gables By Lm
Montgomery

2024-06-01

fantasy.  However,
M o n t g o m e r y
masterfully shows how
Anne's  irrepressible
spirit  cracks  Marilla's
formidable exterior. We
see Marilla's heart melt
when she buys Anne a
dress  with  puffed
sleeves,  when  she
nervously  watches
Anne  reci te  at  the
concert, and when she
finally admits to herself
that she loves Anne as
if  she  were  her  own
child.  Matthew,  the
shy, gentle bachelor, is
won over the moment
he  sees  Anne  waiting
at  the  stat ion.  His
si lent,  unwavering
support for Anne, from
buying  her  candy  to
standing  up  for  her
when  she  refuses  to
apo log ize  to  Mrs .
Lynde,  prov ides  a
beautiful  counterpoint
to  Marilla's  stricter
approach.  The  reader
witnesses  two  lonely

p e o p l e  b e c o m e  a
family.

THE RICH WORLD
OF AVONLEA

Communi
ty and
Belonging
The world of Anne Of
Green Gables By Lm
M o n t g o m e r y  i s
p o p u l a t e d  w i t h  a
v i b r a n t  c a s t  o f
supporting  characters
who give the story its
texture  and  warmth.
Rachel Lynde, the nosy
but  good-hearted
neighbor who watches
everything  from  her
window, represents the
eyes of the community.
Diana  Barry,  Anne's
"bosom  friend"  and
" k i n d r e d  s p i r i t , "
provides  the  loyal
friendship  Anne  has
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always  craved.  Gilbert
Blythe,  the  handsome
and  clever  boy  who
initially  earns  Anne's
undying  enmity  by
pulling  her  hair  and
calling  her  "Carrots,"
begins  a  rivalry  and
eventual  friendship
that  spans  the  entire
s e r i e s .  T h e s e
characters  are  not
mere  foils;  they  are
f u l l y  r e a l i z e d
individuals  who  reflect
the  values,  gossip,
k i n d n e s s ,  a n d
occasional  narrow-
mindedness of a small,
rural community at the
turn  of  the  century.
T h r o u g h  A n n e ' s
journey,  Montgomery
explores what it means
to  find  a  place  where
you  t ru ly  be long ,
where your quirks are
accepted,  and  where
y o u r  t a l e n t s  a r e
nurtured.

The
Beauty of
Prince
Edward
Island
M o n t g o m e r y ' s
descriptions  of  Prince
Edward  Is land  are
legendary.  She  paints
t h e  l a n d s c a p e  i n
vibrant colors: the red
sandstone  cliffs,  the
blue waters of the Gulf
of  St.  Lawrence,  the
white  sand  beaches,
the apple blossoms in
spring,  and  the  fiery
maples  in  autumn.
Nature  is  not  just  a
backdrop; it is a source
of  solace,  inspiration,
and  spiritual  renewal
for Anne. She finds God
in a wild rose, comfort
in a birch tree, and joy
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in  the  simple  act  of
walking through a field
of  daisies.  This  deep
connect ion  to  the
natural world is one of
t h e  b o o k ' s  m o s t
powerful  themes.  It
teaches  readers  to
slow down, to observe,
and  to  find  beauty  in
the  everyday.  The
sense  of  place  is  so
strong  that  the  novel
has  become  a  major
d r i ve r  o f  l i t e ra ry
tour i sm  to  P r ince
Edward  Island,  with
thousands  of  visitors
each year  making the
p i l g r i m a g e  t o
Cavendish to walk the
"Lovers' Lane," explore
the  "Haunted  Wood,"
and  see  the  original
G r e e n  G a b l e s
farmhouse.

THEMES THAT
RESONATE
ACROSS
GENERATIONS

Imaginati
on Versus
Practicalit
y
The central  tension in
A n n e  O f  G r e e n
G a b l e s  B y  L m
Montgomery  is  the
conflict  between
i m a g i n a t i o n  a n d
practicality,  between
romance  and  duty.
Anne  represents  the
power  of  dreams  and
creativity  to transform
a  mundane  existence.
Marilla  represents  the
sober realities of farm
life, where chores must
be done and bills must
be paid. The genius of
the novel is that it does
not  dismiss  either
perspective.  Anne
learns,  through  her
trials, that imagination
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must be tempered with
responsibil ity.  She
must  learn  to  control
her  temper,  to  think
before  speaking,  and
t o  f a c e  t h e
consequences  of  her
actions.  Conversely,
Marilla  learns  that  life
wi thout  laughter ,
w i t h o u t  b e a u t y ,
without  joy,  is  a  life
half-lived.  By  the  end
o f  the  book ,  bo th
characters have moved
t o w a r d  a  m i d d l e
ground. Anne becomes
a  responsible  young
woman, but she never
loses  her  capacity  for
w o n d e r .  M a r i l l a
softens,  discovering  a
capacity  for  love  and
tenderness  she  never
knew  she  had.  This
balance  between  the
practical and the poetic
i s  a  l e s s o n  t h a t
resonates with readers
of all ages.

Identity
and Self-
Worth
Anne 's  journey  i s
fundamentally  about
discovering  her  own
identity and her worth
in the world. Orphaned
as  a  baby,  she  has
been  passed  f rom
home to home, used as
a  s e r v a n t ,  a n d
constantly  reminded
that  she  is  unwanted.
She  arrives  at  Green
Gables desperate to be
loved  and  terrified  of
being sent away again.
Her famous red hair is
a source of shame and
anguish;  she  hates  it
and is deeply sensitive
to  any  mention  of  it.
Over the course of the
novel,  Anne comes to
realize  that  her  worth
is  not  determined  by
her  hair  color,  her
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background,  or  her
social  standing.  It  is
determined  by  her
character, her intellect,
her  kindness,  and her
ability  to  love and be
loved.  When she wins
the  Avery  scholarship
and  becomes  the  top
student  in  her  class,
we  see  her  triumph,
but  it  is  not  just  an
academic triumph. It is
a personal victory of a
g i r l  who  da red  to
dream  big  and  work
hard  to  achieve  her
g o a l s .  W h e n  s h e
ultimately gives up the
scholarship  to  stay
home  and  care  for
Marilla,  she  makes  a
c h o i c e  t h a t
demonstrates profound
m a t u r i t y  a n d
selflessness.  She  has
learned  that  love  and
family are worth more
than any prize.

THE ENDURING

LEGACY OF THE
NOVEL

Literary
Influence
A n n e  O f  G r e e n
G a b l e s  B y  L m
Montgomery has had
a n  i m m e n s e  a n d
las t ing  impact  on
literature.  It  is  often
credited  with  helping
to  establish  a  distinct
Canadian  l i terary
voice.  Montgomery's
b lend  o f  rea l i sm,
humor,  and  lyr ical
description  influenced
generations  of  writers
who followed her.  The
novel's  success  also
paved  the  way  for
countless  other  books
a b o u t  s p i r i t e d ,
independent  young
g i r l s ,  f r o m  P i p p i
L o n g s t o c k i n g  t o
Matilda.  The book has
never been out of print
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a n d  h a s  b e e n
translated into at least
3 6  l a n g u a g e s ,
including  Japanese,
w h e r e  i t  h a s  a
particularly  devoted
following.  In  Japan,
A n n e  S h i r l e y  i s  a
cultural  icon,  admired
for  her  independence,
her resilience, and her
love  of  learning.  The
novel  has  inspired
numerous adaptations,
including  feature  films,
television series, stage
m u s i c a l s ,  a n d
animated  productions.
The most famous is the
1 9 8 5  C a n a d i a n
television  miniseries
s t a r r i n g  M e g a n
Follows, which is often
c o n s i d e r e d  t h e
definitive  screen
adaptation  and  has
introduced the story to
c o u n t l e s s  n e w
generations of fans.

The
Complete
Series
While  the  first  novel  is
the  most  famous ,
Montgomery  wrote  a
total of eight books in
t h e  A n n e  s e r i e s ,
following  Anne  from
c h i l d h o o d  t o
m o t h e r h o o d  a n d
beyond.  The  sequels
i n c l u d e  A n n e  o f
Avonlea,  Anne  of  the
Island,  Anne of  Windy
Poplars,  Anne's  House
of  Dreams ,  Anne  of
Ingleside,  Rainbow
Valley ,  and  Rilla  of
Ingleside.  Each  book
offers  a  different  stage
of Anne's life, from her
years  as  a  teacher  to
her marriage to Gilbert
Blythe,  and  finally,  to
her role as a mother of
six children during the
First World War. Rilla of
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I n g l e s i d e ,  w h i c h
focuses  on  Anne's
youngest  daughter,  is
particularly powerful in
its  depiction  of  the
home front during the
war. These later books
d e e p e n  o u r
understanding of Anne
a n d  t h e  w o r l d  o f
Avonlea,  showing  that
the qualities that made
her a compelling child
a l s o  m a k e  h e r  a
compelling  adult:  her
empathy, her courage,
and  her  unshakeable
belief in the goodness
of  life.  Reading  the
ent ire  ser ies  is  an
immersive  experience,
l i k e  g r o w i n g  u p
alongside  a  beloved
friend.

A Book
for All

Ages
One of the remarkable
things about Anne Of
Green Gables By Lm
Montgomery is that it
appeals  to  readers  of
all  ages. Children love
Anne's adventures, her
misch ie f ,  and  her
imaginative  games.
Adults  appreciate  the
deeper themes of loss,
belonging,  and  the
passing  of  time.  The
book is funny, moving,
a n d  u l t i m a t e l y
uplifting. It reminds us
that  it  is  okay  to  be
different,  that
imagination  is  a  gift,
and  that  love  can  be
found  in  the  most
unexpected  places.  In
a world that often feels
rushed  and  cynical,
A n n e  S h i r l e y ' s
ea rnes tness ,  he r
p a s s i o n ,  a n d  h e r
de l i gh t  i n  s imp le
pleasures  feel  like  a
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balm.  She  teaches  us
to  apprec ia te  the
beauty  around  us,  to
cherish our friendships,
and to never lose hope,
even  in  the  face  of
disappointment.

CONCLUSION

A n n e  O f  G r e e n
G a b l e s  B y  L m
Montgomery  is  far
more  than  a  classic
children's novel; it is a
timeless meditation on
identity,  love,  and the
power  of  imagination
to transform our lives.
T h r o u g h  t h e
u n f o r g e t t a b l e
character  of  Anne
Shirley,  Montgomery
created a heroine who

continues  to  inspire
readers  around  the
world to embrace their
own  unique  qualities,
to  seek  out  kindred
spirits,  and  to  find  joy
in the simple, beautiful
moments  of  everyday
life.  Whether  you  are
reading  it  for  the  first
time or returning to it
as  an  old  friend,  the
world of Green Gables
remains  a  place  of
comfort,  wonder,  and
enduring magic. It is a
story that promises, as
Anne  herself  might
say ,  tha t  there  i s
always a "bend in the
road" and that beyond
i t ,  s o m e t h i n g
wonderful is waiting.


