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INTRODUCTION: NAVIGATING
YOUR MASSACHUSETTS
HOISTING LICENSE RENEWAL

F o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  w o r k i n g  i n
construction,  excavation,  material
handling, or heavy equipment operation
in  Massachusetts,  a  hoisting  license is
more than just a credential—it is a legal
requirement  and  a  testament  to  your
skills  and  safety  knowledge.  Whether
you operate a crane, backhoe, forklift, or

other hoisting equipment, keeping your
license  current  is  essential  to  staying
compliant  with  state  regulations  and
cont inuing  your  career  without
interruption. At the heart of this renewal
process lies one crucial  document:  the
MA Hoisting License Renewal Form.
Understanding  how  to  correct ly
complete and submit this form can save
you  time,  money,  and  unnecessary
stress. This comprehensive guide walks
you  through  everything  you  need  to
k n o w  a b o u t  r e n e w i n g  y o u r
Massachusetts  hoisting  license,  from
eligibi l i ty  requirements  and  fee
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schedules  to  step-by-step  instructions
and common pitfalls to avoid.
The Massachusetts Department of Public
Safety  (DPS)  and  the  Division  of
Professional Licensure (DPL) oversee the
hoisting  license  program.  Renewal  is
required  every  two  years  for  most
license  classes.  The  Ma  Hoisting
License Renewal Form serves as the
official  application  to  update  your
credentials,  confirm  your  continuing
education,  and  maintain  your  active
status.  Failing  to  renew  on  time  can
result in late fees, suspension, or even
the need to retake the licensing exam.
Therefore, being well-informed about the
r e n e w a l  p r o c e s s  i s  n o t  j u s t  a
bureaucratic  necessity  but  a  smart
career  move.
Throughout this article, we will  explore

the  specific  requirements  for  different
hoisting license classes, the supporting
documents you need, payment methods,
and how to handle common issues such
as name changes or  lost  licenses.  We
will  also  provide  tips  to  ensure  your
renewal goes smoothly, so you can get
back to work with confidence.

UNDERSTANDING THE
MASSACHUSETTS HOISTING
LICENSE PROGRAM

Massachusetts  regulates  hoisting
equipment  operators  to  ensure  public
safety and professional competence. The
hoisting license program is managed by
the  Department  of  Public  Safety’s
Division  of  Professional  Licensure.
Licenses  are  categorized  into  various
classes based on the type and capacity
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of  equipment  you  are  authorized  to
operate. Common classes include Class
1A (cranes with a capacity over one ton),
Class 1B (cranes under one ton), Class
2A (excavators,  bulldozers,  and similar
equipment),  Class  2B  (backhoes,  skid-
steer loaders), and Class 3 (forklifts and
other industrial  trucks).  Each class has
its  own renewal  requirements,  but  the
core  process  using  the  MA  Hoisting
License  Renewal  Form  remains
consistent.

Why Renewal Is
Mandatory
Hoisting  licenses  in  Massachusetts
expire on a staggered schedule, typically
every two years. Renewal ensures that

operators remain up-to-date with current
safety standards, technological changes,
and regulatory updates. It also serves as
a  periodic  check  that  the  operator
continues to meet the physical and legal
qualifications.  The  Ma  Hoisting
License  Renewal  Form  collects
information regarding your recent work
history, continuing education credits (if
applicable),  and  any  changes  to  your
personal details. Submitting this form on
time  is  your  legal  obligation  and
demonstrates your commitment to safe
operation.

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR
RENEWAL

Before  you  begin  filling  out  the  MA
Hoisting License Renewal Form, you
must  ensure  you  meet  the  basic
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el ig ib i l i ty  cr i ter ia.  Whi le  these
requirements  can  vary  s l ight ly
depending  on  your  license  class,  the
general conditions include:

Active License Status: Your
current license must not be
expired for more than a specific
grace period (typically 90 days). If
your license has been expired for
longer, you may need to apply for
reinstatement or retake the
examination.
Continuing Education: Some
license classes, particularly Class
1A and 1B, require proof of
completion of approved continuing
education courses. Check the DPS
website for your specific class
requirements.

Valid Medical Certificate: For
certain classes (especially crane
operation), you may need to
submit a current medical
examiner’s certificate (DOT
physical) to prove you meet
physical standards.
No Disqualifying Criminal
Record: Renewal applications are
screened. Recent convictions for
certain offenses may affect your
eligibility.
Payment of Fees: All renewal
fees must be paid in full. Late
renewals incur additional
penalties.

If  you have any changes to your legal
name, address,  or  contact  information,
you must  update these details  on the
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and  provide  supporting  documentation
such  as  a  marriage  certificate  or  court
order.

HOW TO OBTAIN THE MA
HOISTING LICENSE RENEWAL
FORM

The  official  MA  Hoisting  License
Renewal Form is available directly from
the Massachusetts Department of Public
Safety website. You can download it in
PDF  format.  Alternatively,  you  may
request a physical copy by mail or visit a
local  DPS  office.  However,  the  most
efficient  method  is  to  access  the  form
online. The form is typically included in
renewal notices that the DPS sends to
license  holders  approximately  60–90
days  before  expiration.  If  you  do  not

receive a  renewal  notice,  you are  still
responsible  for  renewing  on  time,  so
downloading  the  form  proactively  is
advisable.
When downloading, ensure you have the
correct  form  version  for  the  current
renewal period. Outdated forms may not
be accepted. The form is usually titled
"Hoisting  License  Renewal  Application"
and  includes  sections  for  personal
information, license class, work history,
continuing education, and payment. You
will also need to sign and date the form
under penalty of perjury.

STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE TO
COMPLETING THE RENEWAL
FORM

Filling  out  the  Ma  Hoisting  License
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Renewal Form accurately is critical to
avoid  processing  delays.  Follow  these
steps carefully:

1. Personal
Information
Section
Provide  your  full  legal  name,  current
mailing  address,  phone  number,  and
email  address.  Double-check  that  your
name matches the name on your current
license  and  supporting  identification.  If
there  have  been  changes,  attach  the
required documentation. Write clearly in
black ink if filling out a paper copy.

2. License Class
and Number
Enter  your  current  hoisting  license
number and the class (e.g., Class 1A, 2B,
or 3). This information is usually printed
on your physical license card. If you hold
multiple  classes,  you  may  need  to
submit  separate  forms  or  indicate  all
classes  on  one  combined  form—follow
the instructions on the DPS website.

3. Work History



Ma Hoisting License Renewal Form 7

7

and Equipment
Experience
Many renewal forms ask you to list your
recent  work  experience  operating
hoisting  equipment.  This  may  include
the number of hours operated per year,
types of equipment used, and employer
names.  Be honest  and thorough;  false
information  can  lead  to  denial  or
revocation.

4. Continuing

Education (if
required)
If your license class demands continuing
education,  you  must  attach  certificates
of completion from approved providers.
The  form  may  have  a  section  to  list
course  titles,  dates,  and  provider
numbers.  No  continuing  education  is
required  for  some  lower  classes,  but
always verify.

5. Medical
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Certification
For Class 1A and 1B, you typically need a
current DOT medical card. Attach a copy
and  fill  in  the  card  number  and
expiration  date  on  the  form.  If  your
medical  status  has  changed,  you  may
n e e d  t o  p r o v i d e  a d d i t i o n a l
documentation.

6. Affirmation
and Signature
Read  the  statements  on  the  form
carefully. By signing, you confirm that all
information is true and correct and that
you are not under the influence of drugs
or alcohol that could impair your ability

to  operate  hoisting  equipment.  Your
signature must be original (not digital) if
submitting a paper form.

7. Payment
Information
Indicate  your  payment  method.  Fees
vary by license class and whether you
are renewing on time or late. As of the
latest update, renewal fees range from
approximately  $50  to  $150  for  most
classes,  with  late  fees  adding  an
additional $30–$50. Include a check or
m o n e y  o r d e r  p a y a b l e  t o  t h e
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  if
mailing.  Online  renewals  may  allow
credit  or  debit  card  payments.
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SUBMISSION OPTIONS: MAIL VS.
IN-PERSON VS. ONLINE

The  MA  Hoisting  License  Renewal
Form can be submitted through multiple
channels.  Historically,  many  operators
mailed  their  forms  to  the  DPS  office  in
Boston  or  visited  regional  offices.
However, in recent years, the DPS has
expanded  online  renewal  options  for
many  license  classes.  Check  the  official
website: if online renewal is available for
your  c lass ,  you  can  up load  the
completed  form  and  support ing
documents, pay fees electronically, and
receive a temporary certificate via email.
This  is  the  fastest  method.  If  mailing,
send  the  form  and  payment  to  the
address  specified  in  the  renewal  notice.
Allow 4–6 weeks for processing by mail.

In-person submissions may be accepted
by appointment only. Retain a copy of
your completed form and any proof of
submission.

COMMON MISTAKES TO AVOID

Using the wrong form version
— Always download the most
recent form.
Missing signatures — Unsigned
forms are rejected.
Incomplete continuing
education documentation —
Attach proof even if you think it’s
on file.
Inaccurate personal
information — Name or address
errors can cause delays.
Incorrect fee amount — Double-
check the fee schedule for your
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class and any late penalties.
Waiting until the last minute —
Submit at least 30 days before
expiration to avoid lapses.

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER
SUBMISSION

Once  the  DPS  receives  your  Ma
Hoisting License Renewal Form and
all required documents, they will review
your application. Processing times vary
but typically range from 2 to 6 weeks for
mail submissions. Online renewals may
be processed within a few business days.
You will receive a new license card valid
for  two  years.  If  your  application  is
missing information or  contains  errors,
the DPS will notify you by mail or email.
You  must  respond  promptly  to  avoid
expiration of your current license. During

processing, you may continue to operate
if  your  license  has  not  yet  expired.
However, if it expires before renewal is
approved, you must stop operating until
you receive the new card.

RENEWING AFTER EXPIRATION:
LATE FEES AND REINSTATEMENT

If you miss your renewal deadline, you
typically have a grace period of up to 90
days after expiration to submit your Ma
Hoisting License Renewal Form with
a late fee. After 90 days, your license
may  be  classified  as  expired,  and  you
m a y  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  a p p l y  f o r
reinstatement,  which  could  involve
retesting. The DPS may also require you
to submit additional proof of continued
competence.  Avoid  this  hassle  by
renewing  early.  If  you  are  within  the
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grace  period,  act  immediately  to
minimize disruption to your employment.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Can I renew my
hoisting license
online?
Many license classes  now allow online
renewal through the DPS portal. Visit the
official  website  to  check  eligibility.  You
will  need to create an account, upload
scanned  copies  of  the  MA  Hoisting
License Renewal Form and supporting
documents, and pay with a credit card.

What if I lost my
renewal notice?
You can still  renew. Download the Ma
Hoisting License Renewal Form from
the DPS website. You do not need the
phys ica l  not ice  to  submit  your
application. However, you will need your
l i c e n s e  n u m b e r  a n d  p e r s o n a l
information.

Is a background
check required
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for renewal?
Routinely,  renewal  does  not  require  a
new criminal  background check unless
there  has  been  a  significant  change  in
your status. However, the DPS reserves
the right to perform a check if concerns
arise.

Can I operate
while my
renewal is

pending?
If your current license is still valid during
the processing period, yes. If it expires
before your new card arrives, you must
stop  operating  until  you  receive  the
renewed  license.  Consider  applying
early.

CONCLUSION

The  MA  Hoisting  License  Renewal
Form is your gateway to maintaining a
valid hoisting license in Massachusetts.
While  the  process  involves  careful
attention  to  detail—ensuring  correct
classification,  providing  required
documentation, and timely payment—it
is  entirely  manageable  with  proper
preparation.  By  understanding  the
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eligibility  criteria,  completing  the  form
accurately, and submitting it well before
the expiration date, you can avoid costly

delays and stay lawful on the job site.
Remember  that  your  hoisting  license
rep resen t s  you r  p ro fess i ona l
competence  and  commitment  to


