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MASTERING THE WILDERNESS: THE ULTIMATE TOMB
RAIDER DEFINITIVE EDITION STRATEGY GUIDE

From  the  moment  Lara  Croft  is  thrust  into  the  unforgiving
wilderness of  Yamatai,  survival  is  not  guaranteed.  The Tomb
Raider Definitive Edition is more than a simple remaster; it is a
complete  visual  and  mechanical  overhaul  that  combines  the
gripping narrative of the 2013 reboot with all the downloadable
content,  enhanced graphics,  and refined gameplay systems.  For
newcomers and returning veterans alike, a solid strategy guide is
essential to navigate the island's treacherous terrain, solve its
intricate  puzzles,  and  master  its  fluid  combat  system.  This
comprehensive guide will break down every essential aspect of
the game, ensuring you leave the island as a hardened survivor,
not a casualty.

UNDERSTANDING THE DEFINITIVE EDITION
ENHANCEMENTS

Before diving into strategies,  it  is  critical  to  understand what
makes this  version unique.  The Definitive Edition for  PlayStation
4,  Xbox  One,  and  PC  offers  significant  improvements  over  the

original release. These enhancements directly impact how you
approach the game.

Visual and Performance
Upgrades
The  most  obvious  change  is  the  graphical  fidelity.  Lara's  model
features higher polygon counts, more realistic hair physics via
TressFX technology,  and vastly  improved lighting and texture
work.  The  environments  are  denser,  with  dynamic  weather
effects  like  mist  and  rain  that  can  alter  visibility.  For  gameplay,
this means environmental cues are sharper, making it easier to
spot climbable ledges, hidden relics, and enemy patrol routes.
Play on a higher display setting if possible to fully appreciate the
detail, which can give you a tactical edge in spotting resources.

Bundled Content and
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Multiplayer
Unlike the base game, this edition includes all the DLC maps,
outfits, and weapons from the start. You gain access to powerful
gear like the Hailstorm pistol and the Kraken assault rifle early
on.  Additionally,  the  multiplayer  mode is  fully  integrated and
populated with all bonus maps. While the single-player remains
the core experience, the multiplayer provides a valuable arena
for  honing  your  combat  reflexes  in  a  competitive  environment,
which translates back into better performance in the campaign.

CORE SURVIVAL SKILLS: THE FOUNDATION OF YOUR
STRATEGY

Lara is not a super-soldier at the start of the game. She is a
frightened,  injured  archaeologist.  Understanding  the  skill
progression  system  is  the  key  to  transforming  her  into  a
formidable survivor. Skills are purchased with experience points
(XP)  earned  from  combat,  exploration,  and  completing
challenges.

Prioritizing the Survivor
Skill Tree
The Survivor tree focuses on perception, resource gathering, and
stealth. This should be your first priority.

Orientation: This skill reveals collectibles on your map.

Unlock this early to save hours of backtracking.
Keen Eye: Highlights salvage, relics, and documents within
a certain radius when using Survival Instinct. This is
indispensable for resource management.
Animal Instinct: Highlights enemies and wildlife through
walls when using Survival Instinct. This is a game-changer
for stealth encounters.

Strategy  Tip:  Focus  on  these  three  skills  before  investing
heavily  in  combat.  Knowledge  of  your  surroundings  and  the
ability  to  gather  resources  quietly  will  make  the  early  game
significantly easier.

The Brawler and Hunter
Trees
Once you have a solid foundation in survival, diversify your build.

Brawler: Invest in Counterattack and Execution to
handle close-quarters combat. The Counterattack allows
you to parry and instantly kill shielded enemies, which are
common late-game threats.
Hunter: Focus on Rifle Accuracy and Magnum Ammo
Capacity. The bow is your primary weapon for the first half
of the game, but the rifle and magnum become essential
for dealing with armored Solarii and the Oni warriors.

Pro Tip: Do not neglect the Cartography skill in the Survivor
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tree. It unlocks fast travel points, which is critical for returning to
earlier areas to collect missed items.

EXPLORATION: THE ART OF READING THE ISLAND

Yamatai  is  a  non-linear  hub  world,  but  it  is  filled  with  invisible
barriers  and  hidden  paths.  Mastery  of  traversal  is  just  as
important as combat.

Using the Climbing Axe
Effectively
The climbing axe is more than a weapon; it is your primary tool
for verticality. There are two types of climbable surfaces:

Soft Walls: These are the white, crumbling walls where1.
you can sprint-jump and dig in the axe.
Rope Pulleys: Look for wooden beams or metal rings. You2.
can shoot ropes at these to create zip lines or pull down
obstacles.

Strategy  Guide  Tip:  Always  look  up.  The  Definitive  Edition's
improved lighting often highlights climbable ledges with a subtle
white or yellow tint. If you are stuck in a tomb, step back and
scan the upper periphery of the room. The solution is almost
always above eye level.

Resource Management and
Salvage
Salvage is the currency for upgrading weapons. It  is found in
crates, oil drums, and from enemy drops.

Priority Salvage: Focus on upgrading the Bow first. The
Composite Bow (found later) is powerful, but upgrading the
survival bow with the Rope Ascender is essential for
traversal.
Grenade Arrows: These are expensive but invaluable for
taking out groups of enemies or heavily armored foes. Save
them for boss fights.
Weapon Parts: The Definitive Edition includes the
Arisaka and M590 shotguns. The Arisaka is excellent for
mid-range, but the M590 with the M700 tactical choke
upgrade is a one-shot kill on most human enemies.

COMBAT STRATEGIES: FROM PREY TO PREDATOR

Combat  in  the  Definitive  Edition  is  fast,  brutal,  and  requires
constant  movement.  Standing  still  is  a  death  sentence.

The Stealth Approach
The first half of the game strongly encourages stealth.

Use the Bow: The bow is silent and retrievable. Aim for
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headshots. If you miss, the enemy will become alert but not
immediately know your exact position. Relocate quickly.
Environmental Kills: Look for explosive barrels, gas
canisters, and hanging chandeliers. A single well-placed
arrow can wipe out a patrol of three to four enemies.
Stalking Enemies: Use the Survival Instinct (hold RB/R1
or Tab) to highlight enemies. Mark them, and then pick
them off from the farthest target inward. This prevents the
closest enemy from hearing the body drop.

Open Combat Tactics
When stealth fails, you need to adapt quickly.

Use Cover: The game does not have a dedicated cover
system. Instead, use the environment. Sprint from rock to
rock. Peek out, take a shot, and move again.
Weapon Switching: Master the weapon wheel. Use the
shotgun for close encounters, the pistol for finishing off
wounded enemies, and the rifle for suppressing fire.
The Dodge Mechanic: When an enemy attacks with a
melee weapon (or a dog lunges), time your dodge correctly.
This slows down time for a split second, allowing for a
guaranteed headshot counter-attack.

Advanced  Tactic:  Against  the  Oni  (the  armored  undead
guards),  standard  bullets  are  ineffective.  Use  Fire  Arrows  or
Grenade Arrows to strip their armor, then switch to the shotgun
for immediate kills. If  you are low on resources, use the rope

ascender to pull down explosive barrels near them.

TOMB CHALLENGES AND COLLECTIBLES: THE PATH
TO 100%

The  Definitive  Edition  features  several  Challenge  Tombs  and  a
vast  array  of  collectibles.  Completing  these  is  not  just  for
achievement hunters; they provide substantial XP and upgrade
parts.

The Challenge Tombs
These  are  optional,  isolated  puzzle  rooms  that  are  significantly
harder  than  the  main  story  puzzles.

The Remnants: This tomb requires you to use wind
mechanics to guide a fireball to a brazier. Focus on the
timing of the wind gusts, not the physical movement of the
ball.
The Well of Tears: A water-based puzzle that requires
precise swimming and lever timing. Remember the
sequence: drowning is the default outcome if you rush.

Strategy Guide Approach: For every tomb, clear the area of
enemies first (if any). Then, stand in the center of the room and
identify the "goal" item (usually a bridge, a brazier, or a gear
shaft). Work backward from that goal to the available tools. The
solution is often a loop—activating a lever opens a gate, which
allows you to climb to a higher level to pull another lever.
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Collectibles: Documents,
Relics, and GPS Caches
There are 188 collectibles in total.

Documents: These provide story context and significant
XP. They are often placed on desks, tables, or near dead
bodies. Use your map to see which areas are incomplete.
Relics: These are historical artifacts. They offer lore and
medium XP. They are frequently hidden behind waterfalls
or in small alcoves.
GPS Caches: These are small, beeping boxes. They reward
large XP and are often the most difficult to find. They
require careful listening. Turn off the music volume in
settings to hear the beeping more clearly.

Efficiency  Tip:  Do  not  try  to  collect  everything  on  your  first
playthrough. Focus on the story and upgrade your gear. Use the
"Fast Travel" option unlocked via the Cartography skill to return
to hubs later,  when you have all  the tools  (like  the grenade
launcher) to break down barriers.

ENDGAME AND NEW GAME PLUS: THE DEFINITIVE
EXPERIENCE

Once the story is complete, the game is not over. The Definitive
Edition offers a robust New Game Plus (NG+) mode.

Preparing for New Game
Plus
Before starting NG+, ensure you have collected all the Skill points
from the story. Once you trigger NG+, you keep all your skills,
weapons, and upgrades. The enemies, however, are significantly
tougher. They deal more damage and have more health.

Recommended Loadout: Max out the Climbing Axe (for
faster traversal) and the Widowmaker shotgun. You will
need high burst damage.
Auto-Collect: In NG+, salvage becomes even more
critical. Focus on enemies that drop salvage bags first.

Hard Mode Strategies
If  you  are  playing  on  a  higher  difficulty  for  the  first  time,
remember  these  three  rules:

Conserve Ammo: Use the bow for 90% of encounters.1.
Pistol and rifle ammo should be saved for scripted boss
fights.
Upgrade the Rope: The rope ascender is your best friend.2.
You can use it to disarm enemies by yanking shields away,
creating openings.
Health Management: Bandages are rare on hard mode.3.
Do not get shot. Prioritize the Dodge Counter skill to avoid
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damage entirely.

CONCLUSION: LEAVING YOUR MARK ON YAMATAI

The Tomb Raider Definitive Edition Strategy Guide provided
here is  designed to transform your experience from a frantic
struggle  for  survival  into  a  calculated,  confident  expedition.  By
prioritizing  the  Survivor  skill  tree,  mastering


