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NAVIGATING THE TURN OF THE
WHEEL: A DEEP DIVE INTO
STEPHEN KING’S SONG OF
SUSANNAH

The Dark Tower series stands as one of
the  most  ambitious  and  sprawling
achievements in modern literature. For
readers who have journeyed with Roland
Deschain across a dying world, the path
has been long, strange, and increasingly
meta-physical. By the time we reach the
sixth volume, Stephen King Song of
Susannah  (2004),  the  narrative  has
s h e d  a l l  p r e t e n s e  o f  b e i n g  a
straightforward  fantasy  quest.  It
becomes  something  else  entirely:  a
desperate,  metafictional  race  against
time  where  the  author  himself  steps
onto the page. This book is often cited as
the most divisive entry in the series, yet
it  is  arguably  the  most  crucial  hinge
upon which the entire saga turns. It is
the  breathless  moment  before  the  final
confrontation,  a  novel  that  prioritizes
setup and revelation over action, and it
demands  a  patient  and  thoughtful
reader.
To understand the weight  of  Song of
Susannah, one must first appreciate the
context of its creation. Stephen King was
struck  by  a  near-fatal  van accident  in
1999. This real-life brush with mortality
bled  directly  into  the  narrative  of  the
Dark  Tower,  coloring  the  final  three
volumes  with  a  profound  sense  of
urgency  and  a  blurring  of  the  lines

between  fiction  and  reality.  The  book
does not just tell a story; it grapples with
the very nature of storytelling, destiny,
and the author’s own mortality. In this
article, we will explore the intricate plot,
the  compelling  central  conflict  of
Susannah  Dean ,  the  shock ing
appearance of Stephen King himself, and
the  book’s  enduring  place  within  the
magnum opus  that  is  the  Dark  Tower
series.

THE UNFOLDING CRISIS: A
SUMMARY OF THE PLOT

Song  of  Susannah  opens  in  the
immediate aftermath of the devastating
battle at the Dixie Pig in Wolves of the
Calla. The tet—Roland, Eddie, Jake, and
Oy—is reeling. Susannah Dean, pregnant
with a demon child and inhabited by the
malevolent  persona  of  Mia,  has  been
taken through an unstable doorway to
New York City in 1999. The entire book
operates  on  a  ticking  clock,  with  the
narrative split across multiple timelines
and locations.

The Tet’s
Desperate Plan
Realizing Susannah has been taken, the
remaining members of the ka-tet must
formulate  a  plan.  Eddie  and  Roland
follow  Susannah  through  the  same
magical  doorway,  landing  in  a  rural
Maine of 1977. Their mission is twofold:
first,  to  secure  a  piece  of  land  in  New
York that is crucial to the survival of the
Dark  Tower,  and  second,  to  find  the
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author of the very story they are living
in. This is where the narrative takes its
most audacious turn.
Meanwhile, Jake and Oy, left behind in
their own timeline (the late 1970s), must
travel to Maine to warn a young Stephen
King about the danger he is in. King, as it
turns out,  is  not  just  a creator  of  this
universe  but  a  focal  point  whose
continued existence is  essential  to the
Tower’s  survival.  The  timelines  are
converging, and the actions of one set of
characters have direct consequences for
the others.

Susannah’s
Internal War
The heart  of  Stephen King Song of
Susannah  lies  within  Susannah’s
fractured psyche. The narrative devotes
significant space to her internal struggle
with Mia. We learn that Mia is a “demon”
from the Prim, a creature who made a
deal  with the Crimson King to carry a
child  who will  destroy the Tower.  This
child,  Mordred,  is  half-human,  half-
spider, and destined to be a monster of
immense  power.  Susannah  is  not  a
passive victim; she fights Mia for control
of  their  shared  body,  engaging  in  a
psychological  battle  that  is  both
terrifying  and  deeply  personal.  This
conflict  allows  Susannah  to  become  a
fully realized protagonist, stepping out of
the  shadow of  her  male  counterparts.
He r  s t r eng th ,  r e s i l i ence ,  and
vulnerability  are laid bare,  making her
one of the most complex characters in
the entire series.

THE METAFICTIONAL
MASTERSTROKE: STEPHEN KING

ENTERS THE STORY

The  most  discussed  and  controversial
aspect  of  Song  of  Susannah  is  the
appearance of Stephen King himself as a
character. This is not a subtle cameo; it
is a fundamental plot point.  Eddie and
Roland track down King in his home in
Bangor, Maine, in 1977. They find a man
who is just starting his career, already
drinking  heavily,  and  completely
unaware of the cosmic importance of his
work.
This scene is a masterclass in self-aware
storytelling.  King  the  character  is
arrogant, frightened, and skeptical. He is
confronted by characters he has yet to
write,  who  demand  he  finish  their  story
so  that  the  Tower  can  stand.  The
encounter is jarring and uncomfortable,
break ing  the  fourth  wal l  w i th  a
sledgehammer. Why would King do this?
The purpose is not mere gimmickry. It
serves to explore the theme of creation
and control. Roland, desperate to save
his world, is willing to bully and threaten
h i s  own  c reato r .  The  author  i s
subjugated by his  creation,  a  powerful
inversion of the typical author-character
relat ionship.  I t  ra ises  profound
questions:  Does  an  author  write  the
story, or is the story using the author as
a conduit? Is Stephen King, the man, a
prisoner of the Dark Tower saga, or its
master? This injection of reality makes
the stakes feel genuinely high, blurring
the  lines  between  the  fictional  peril  of
the  ka-tet  and  the  real-world  danger
King himself faced in his accident.

CHARACTER ARCS: THE HEART OF
THE QUEST

While the plot in Song of Susannah is
relentlessly propulsive, the true strength
of the novel lies in its character work.
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Each member of the ka-tet is pushed to
their breaking point.

Roland Deschain:
The Will to the
Tower
Roland’s  single-minded  obsession  with
the Tower has been the driving force of
the series. In this novel, that obsession
reaches  its  peak.  He  is  willing  to  do
anything,  including threatening the life
of his own creator. His moral compass,
already warped by centuries of questing,
points only in one direction. Yet, we see
flickers  of  the  man  he  once  was.  His
moments  with  Eddie,  planning  and
executing  their  mission,  show a  deep,
grudging respect that has evolved into a
form of love. Roland is no longer just a
gunslinger; he is a strategist navigating
a world he does not understand, clinging
t o  h i s  c o d e  o f  h o n o r  e v e n  a s
circumstances  force  him  to  make
compromises.

Eddie Dean: The
Reluctant
General
Eddie  Dean’s  growth  from  a  heroin-
addicted wise guy in The Drawing of the
Three  to  a competent  and courageous
gunslinger is one of the great character
arcs in literature. In Song of Susannah,
he takes on the mantle of leadership in
Roland’s absence. His mission is clear,
but his heart is torn. He is desperate to
save Susannah, the love of his life, and
this desperation makes him dangerous.

Eddie’s humor, which once served as a
shield, now becomes a weapon. He is the
heart of the tet, and his pain is palpable.
His scenes in the Maine of 1977, dealing
with  a  humble  motel  and  a  confused
author, are some of the most grounded
and emotionally resonant in the book.

Jake Chambers:
The Child of Two
Worlds
Jake’s role in this volume is one of great
responsibility.  Left in charge of Oy, he
must navigate a world that is similar to
but different from his own. He carries the
immense  burden  of  knowing  that  the
fate  of  reality  rests  on  his  young
shoulders.  His journey to find the young
Stephen King is a poignant parallel to his
own  search  for  meaning  and  identity.
Jake  i s  no  longer  a  boy ;  he  i s  a
gunslinger in training, forced to confront
a lonely and terrifying mission. His quiet
bravery and unwavering loyalty  to  the
ka-tet make him the moral center of the
book.

THE THEMES OF TIME, ART, AND
OBSESSION

Stephen King Song of Susannah is a
novel  rich with thematic depth.  It  is  a
meditation on the nature of time, which
is portrayed not as a river but as a web
of  interconnecting  strands.  The
characters are not just traveling through
time; they are altering it, creating new
possibilities and new dangers.
Art  and  obsession  are  twin  themes
that run throughout. Roland’s obsession
with the Tower is mirrored by Stephen
King’s own obsession with his work. The
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book asks whether great art requires a
kind  of  madness  or  single-minded
d e v o t i o n  t h a t  b o r d e r s  o n  t h e
pathological. It also explores the idea of
inspiration. Where do stories come from?
A r e  t h e y  c r e a t e d ,  o r  a r e  t h e y
discovered?  By  placing  himself  in  the
narrative,  King  suggests  that  he  is  a
discoverer,  not  a  creator—a  secretary
taking dictation from a world that exists
independently of him.
Another  key  theme  is  sacrifice  and
identity. Susannah is forced to confront
the darkest parts of herself in her battle
with Mia. She must sacrifice her sense of
self to save not only her own soul but
the fate of  the Tower.  Eddie and Jake
sacrifice  their  comfort  and  safety  for  a
cause  greater  than  themselves.  The
book  posits  that  true  heroism  is  not
about  winning but  about  continuing to
fight,  even  when  the  odds  are
insurmountable  and  the  cost  is
everything.

RECEPTION AND LEGACY IN THE
DARK TOWER SERIES

Upon  its  release,  Song of  Susannah
received a mixed reaction from fans and
c r i t i c s  a l i k e .  M a n y  f o u n d  t h e
metafictional  elements  jarring  and  the
book’s  status  as  a  “bridge”  novel
frustrating.  It  lacks  the  satisfying  set-
pieces of  Wolves of  the Calla  and the
epic scope of the final volume, The Dark
Tower.  It  is,  by  design,  an incomplete
story. It has no real beginning or end; it
is a long, tense middle.
However, in the years since its release,
critical  opinion  has  softened.  Many
readers  now  recognize  Song  of
Susannah  as  a  necessary  and  brave
book.  It  is  the  volume that  takes  the
biggest risks, and while not all of them
pay  off  perfectly,  the  ambition  is

undeniable.  It  is  the  book  that  truly
commits to the idea that the Dark Tower
series  is  not  a  traditional  fantasy epic
but a genre-defying work of metafiction.
It  sets  the  stage  perfectly  for  the
emotional  and  narrative  payoffs  of  the
final volume. Without the desperate set-
up in  this  book,  the conclusion of  the
series would lack its profound emotional
weight and cosmic significance.
The  book  also  firmly  cements  Susannah
Dean as one of King’s greatest female
characters.  Her  journey  into  the  dark
recesses  of  her  own  mind  and  her  fight
for  agency  against  a  cosmic  horror  is
compell ing  and  unique  in  King’s
bibliography.  The  internal  dialogue
between Susannah and Mia, rendered in
different  fonts,  is  a  bold  stylistic  choice
that effectively visualizes the character’s
split personality.

WHY YOU SHOULD READ SONG
OF SUSANNAH

If you are reading the Dark Tower series,
Song of Susannah is non-negotiable. It
is  the  key  that  unlocks  the  final  door.
Here are a few reasons why it deserves
your attention:

It is the shortest and fastest-
paced book in the series.
Despite its complexity, it is a quick
read, driven by a sense of
urgency.
It redefines the scope of the
series. The introduction of a real-
world author as a character
elevates the stakes from a simple
quest fantasy to a meditation on
creation itself.
Susannah’s story is incredible.
Her internal battle with Mia is
some of the best character-driven
writing King has ever produced.
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It is essential for
understanding the ending. The
themes and rules established here
directly inform the controversial
climax of the final book.
It is brave. King took a enormous
risk with this book, and that
boldness deserves recognition.

CONCLUSION

Stephen King Song of Susannah  is
not  an  easy  book.  It  is  a  deliberately
uncomfortable,  fragmented,  and  self-
referential work that refuses to give the
reader  easy  answers.  It  is  the  turning
point  of  the  Dark  Tower  saga,  the
moment  where  the  author  steps  out
from behind the curtain to confront his
own  creation.  For  those  willing  to
embrace  its


