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BRINGING JUNIE B. JONES BOO
AND | MEAN IT TO LIFE WITH
CREATIVE AND EDUCATIONAL
ACTIVITIES

Halloween is a magical time for young
children, filled with costumes, candy,
and a touch of delightful spookiness. No
children's author captures this blend of
excitement, anxiety, and humor better

than Barbara Park in her beloved book,
Junie B. Jones Boo And | Mean It. This
story follows the spirited and relatable
Junie B. as she navigates the thrills and
chills of Halloween night, making it a
perfect read-aloud for early elementary
classrooms and cozy family reading
sessions. If you are looking to extend the
fun beyond the final page, incorporating
dedicated Junie B Jones Boo And I
Mean It activities is a fantastic way to
boost reading comprehension, build
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vocabulary, and create lasting memories
while exploring important themes like
courage and friendship.

This article provides a treasure trove of
detailed, hands-on, and printable activity
ideas designed to engage young
readers. Whether you are a teacher
planning a thematic unit, a homeschool
parent seeking enriching learning
opportunities, or a caregiver looking for
a fun rainy-day project, these activities
will help you turn the story of Junie B.
Jones into a fully immersive educational
experience. From language arts
exercises to art projects and social-
emotional learning, you will find
everything you need to make this
Halloween book a cornerstone of your
lesson plans or family traditions.

Why Use Junie B.
Jones Boo And |
Mean It as a
Teaching Tool?

Before diving into the specific activities,
it is valuable to understand why this
particular book is so effective for young
learners. Junie B. Jones Boo And | Mean It
is more than just a Halloween story; it is
a rich narrative that deals with common
childhood anxieties in a safe and
humorous way.

* Relatable Emotions: Junie B.
struggles with being scared, a
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universal feeling for children her
age. The book provides a perfect
platform for discussing fears and
building coping mechanisms.
Authentic Voice: Barbara Park
writes in a unique first-person
voice that mimics how a child
actually speaks. This makes the
text incredibly accessible for early
readers and perfect for fluency
practice.

Rich Vocabulary: From
"squinching" to "ta-da!" the book
is filled with playful language that
expands a child's word bank in a
fun, memorable way.

Strong Themes: Friendship,
family support, and the difference
between real and pretend danger
are central themes that offer

Top Language
Arts Activities for
Junie B Jones Boo
And | Mean It

These activities are designed to
strengthen reading, writing, and
speaking skills while keeping the fun of
Halloween front and center. Each idea
can be adapted for different skill levels,
making them ideal for differentiated
instruction.



1. CHARACTER CoSTUME COMPARE
AND CONTRAST

One of the most exciting parts of the
book is Junie B.'s debate over what to
wear for Halloween. She considers being
a scary ghost, but eventually becomes a
"pumpkin-with-no-nose." This is a perfect
opportunity for a structured comparison
activity.

Activity Setup: Provide students with a
simple Venn diagram (two overlapping
circles). In the left circle, they can write
or draw three things about being a ghost
(e.g., scary, white sheet, doesn't see
well). In the right circle, they write or
draw three things about being a
pumpkin (e.g., orange, round, friendly).
In the middle overlap, they write or draw
what both costumes have in common

(e.g., Junie B. wore them, funny, involved
a costume). This simple Junie B Jones
Boo And | Mean It activity builds
critical thinking and organizational skills.

2. SQUINCHING AND SCAREDY-CAT
VOCABULARY JOURNAL

The book is full of wonderful "Junie B.-
isms." Creating a vocabulary journal
helps children decode her unique
phrases and understand idioms in a fun
context.

1. Identify: As you read aloud,
pause and ask students to listen
for words like "squinching,"
"froggy," or "scaredy-cat."

2. Define: After listening, ask
students what they think the word
means based on how it is used in
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the story.

3. Draw and Write: Have them
draw a picture of Junie B.
squinching her face and then write
a sentence using the word. For
example: "I squinch my face when
| taste a sour lemon."

4. Act It Out: For kinesthetic
learners, have the entire class act
out the word. This locks the
meaning into their muscle
memory.

3. CAuseE AND EFFECT HALLOWEEN
CHAIN

The plot of Boo And | Mean It is driven by
a series of clear cause-and-effect events.
A paper chain is a fantastic visual way to
map the story's progression.

Materials: Strips of orange and black
construction paper, glue or tape,
markers.

How To Do It: On each orange strip,
write a cause (e.g., "Junie B. was scared
of Mr. Scary"). On each black strip, write
the effect (e.g., "She decided to be a
pumpkin instead of a ghost"). Link the
strips together to form a chain. Display
the chain in the classroom or living room
as a visual summary of the plot. This
activity reinforces logical sequencing
and story comprehension.

Creative Art and



Craft Activities

Inspired by th

Book

Art activities allow children to express
their understanding of the story in non-
verbal ways. These projects are perfect
for a Halloween party or a creative
afternoon.

1. DEsIGN YOuR OwN "NoTt-Too-
ScArY" COSTUME

Junie B. ultimately chooses a costume
that is fun and not frightening. This
prompts a wonderful discussion: "What
makes something just the right amount

of silly or spooky?"

Activity Directions: Provide students
with a blank outline of a child. Using
@yons, markers, fabric scraps, felt, and
craft feathers, students design their own
"not-too-scary" costume. They must give
it a name and write a short paragraph
explaining why their costume is perfect
for someone who is a little bit nervous
about Halloween. This encourages
creativity while building narrative skills.

2. CREATE A "JunNiE B. Boo" PopP-
Up CARD
This engaging Junie B Jones Boo And |

Mean It activity combines fine motor
skills with writing.

1. Fold: Fold a piece of cardstock in
half to make a card.

6 Junie B Jones Boo And | Mean It Activities

2024-06-27



Junie B Jones Boo And | Mean It Activities 7

2. Pop-Up Element: On the inside,
cut two parallel slits about two
inches long. Fold the resulting tab
forward. This will be where you
glue your character.

3. Decorate: On the front of the
card, write "Happy Boo Day!" or
"You're a Friend Like Junie B."

4. Inside Character: Draw and color
a picture of Junie B. in her pumpkin
costume. Cut it out and glue it to
the pop-up tab.

5. Message: Inside, write a short
friendly message or a "not-too-
scary" Halloween greeting.

3. "My FEARS" MONSTER DOODLE

Junie B. is initially afraid of a boy named
Jim, who she calls "Mr. Scary." This is a
wonderful entry point for discussing

fears in a lighthearted way.

Activity: Give each child a piece of
paper. Ask them to think of something
that feels a little bit scary to them. It
could be a first day of school, a big test,
or a dark room. Instead of writing about
it, have them draw it as a "silly
monster." The monster must have at
least one funny feature, like oversized
glasses or bunny slippers, to take away
its power. This art therapy exercise pairs
beautifully with the book's message that
things are often less scary than they
seem.

Social and



Emotional
Learning
Activities for
Courage and

Friendship

The true heart of this book lies in its
emotional intelligence. Junie B. learns
that it is okay to be scared and that
friends can help you be brave.

1. "BRAVE LIKE JuNIE B." ANCHOR

CHART

An anchor chart is a large, co-created
poster that captures the class's learning.
This activity builds a supportive
classroom community.

Materials: Large chart paper, markers
in various colors.

How to Create It: Draw a large
pumpkin in the center of the paper. Ask
students: "What did Junie B. do when she
felt scared? How did she show courage?"
Write their responses inside the pumpkin
(e.g., "She kept walking," "She talked to
her dad," "She decided to be a
pumpkin®). Then ask: "When have you
been brave like Junie B.?" Write their
personal stories around the outside of
the pumpkin. This validates their feelings
and connects the story to their own
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lives.

2. "FRIENDSHIP RECIPE" WRITING
PrROMPT

Throughout the story, Junie B.'s friend
Grace helps her feel better. This is a
great chance to discuss the qualities of a
good friend.

Prompt: "Write a recipe for a good
friend. What ingredients do you need?
(e.g., 1 cup of kindness, 2 teaspoons of
sharing, a pinch of listening). What are
the steps to make a friendship? (e.q.,
Step 1: Say hello. Step 2: Share a toy.)"

Present this in a fun format, like a chef's
recipe card. Students can decorate it
with Halloween stickers or drawings. This
activity develops writing skills while
reinforcing positive social behaviors. It is

a particularly effective Junie B Jones
Boo And | Mean It activity for building
character education into your
curriculum.

3. PARTNER ROLE-PLAY: "WHAT
Do You Say?"

Pair students up. Give each pair a simple
scenario based on the book:

e "Your friend is scared of the
Halloween decorations."

e "Your friend wants to be a ghost,
but you want to be a pumpkin."

e "Your friend is lost on the way to
the Halloween party."

One student plays Junie B. and the other
plays her friend. They must act out a
short conversation where they comfort
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each other or solve a problem. This
builds empathy, communication, and
perspective-taking skills in a low-
pressure, playful setting.

Fun Printable
and Extension
Activities for
Home or
Classroom

These low-prep activities are perfect for
independent work, morning tubs, or a
quick learning boost after reading.

1. "My PeERFeCT HALLOWEEN"
STORY MaP

Provide a simple story map with four
boxes.

e Box 1 (Characters): Who is in
your story? (Junie B., Grace,
Daddy)

* Box 2 (Setting): Where does it
happen? (The neighborhood on
Halloween night)

e Box 3 (Problem): What goes
wrong? (Junie B. is scared of Jim)

e Box 4 (Solution): How is it fixed?
(She finds a costume and has fun)

Students can draw pictures, write single
words, or write full sentences depending
on their ability level. This is a
foundational activity for understanding
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narrative structure.

2. PuMPKIN GLYPH: A DATA
COLLECTION ACTIVITY

A glyph is a picture that tells a story
using data. This is a wonderful cross-
curricular activity that blends art and
math.

Key for the Pumpkin Glyph:
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e Color of Pumpkin: Orange if you
liked the book. Yellow if it was just
okay. White if you did not like it.

e Number of Pumpkin Ridges:
Draw one ridge for each pet you
have at home.

e Pumpkin Stem: Tall stem if you
have ever worn a costume. Short
stem if you haven't.



