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In  the  fast-evolving
l a n d s c a p e  o f
neurosc ience  and
psychological  science,
the  Brain  Imaging
A n d  B e h a v i o r
J o u r n a l  I m p a c t
Factor serves as a key
b e n c h m a r k  f o r

researchers  seeking  a
reputable  outlet  for
their  work.  This  peer-
reviewed  academic
journal,  published  by
Springer, has carved a
distinct  niche  at  the
i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f
n e u r o i m a g i n g
t e c h n i q u e s  a n d
behavioral research. Its
impact  factor  is  more
than just a number; it
reflects  the  journal's
influence,  citation
frequency,  and overall
standing  within  the
scientific  community.
F o r  a c a d e m i c s ,
clinicians, and students
alike,  understanding
the  significance  of  this
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metr ic  can  inform
decisions about  where
to submit manuscripts,
which sources  to  cite,
and how to gauge the
relevance of published
s t u d i e s .  I n  t h i s
comprehensive  article,
we  will  examine  the
journal's  scope,  the
nuances  of  its  impact
factor, how it compares
w i t h  s i m i l a r
publications, and what
these insights mean for
your research journey.

What Is
the Brain
Imaging
and
Behavior

Journal?
Before  diving  into  the
specifics  of  the  Brain
I m a g i n g  A n d
Behavior  Journal
Impact  Factor,  it  is
essential to understand
what  th i s  j ou rna l
represents.  Launched
in 2007, Brain Imaging
and Behavior  provides
a dedicated forum for
r e s e a r c h  t h a t
integrates  advanced
n e u r o i m a g i n g
t e c h n i q u e s  w i t h
behavioral observation.
The  journal  covers  a
wide  array  of  topics,
including  functional
magnetic  resonance
i m a g i n g  ( f M R I ) ,
posi tron  emiss ion
tomography  (PET),
electroencephalograph
y  (EEG),  and  diffusion
tensor  imaging  (DTI),
among  others .  I ts
primary  focus  is  on
how  these  imaging
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m o d a l i t i e s  c a n
illuminate  the  neural
underp inn ings  o f
behavior,  cognition,
e m o t i o n ,  a n d
psychopathology.
T h i s  j o u r n a l  i s
particularly  valuable
f o r  r e s e a r c h e r s
i n v e s t i g a t i n g
neuro log i ca l  and
psychiatric  conditions
such  as  Alzheimer's
disease, schizophrenia,
depression,  traumatic
b ra in  i n j u ry ,  and
d e v e l o p m e n t a l
disorders.  By  bridging
the gap between brain
structure  or  function
a n d  o b s e r v a b l e
behavioral outcomes, it
offers  a  unique
vantage  point  that
purely  biological  or
purely  behaviora l
journals  often  lack.
Consequently,  the
journal  has  attracted
contributions  from
leading  laboratories
around the world, and

i t s  a r t i c l e s  a r e
frequently  cited  in
i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y
research.  This  broad
a p p e a l  d i r e c t l y
contr ibutes  to  the
journal's impact factor,
making  it  a  relevant
metric for a wide cross-
section of scientists.

Understa
nding the
Journal
Impact
Factor
The  journal  impact
fac tor ,  o r ig ina l ly
developed  by  Eugene
Garfield  and  now
calculated by Clarivate
Analytics,  measures
the average number of
citations  received  by
articles published in a
specific  journal  during
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a two-year window. For
instance,  if  a  journal
has  a  2024  impact
factor  of  4 .5,  that
m e a n s  a r t i c l e s
published in 2022 and
2023  were  cited  an
average of 4.5 times in
2024.  The  formula  is
straightforward:  total
citations in the current
year  to  articles  from
the previous two years,
divided  by  the  total
number  of  art icles
published in those two
years.
However,  the  Brain
I m a g i n g  A n d
Behavior  Journal
Impact  Factor  ,  like
al l  impact  factors,
should  be  interpreted
with  caution.  It  is  a
measure  of  citation
f r e q u e n c y ,  n o t
necessarily  of  study
quality, methodological
rigor,  or  real-world
ut i l i ty .  Moreover ,
impact factors can vary
significantly  across

different  academic
fields.  Neuroscience
journals,  for  example,
tend  to  have  higher
impact  factors  than
mathematics  journals
because  of  differences
in  citation  practices
and  the  size  of  the
research  community.
T h e r e f o r e ,  w h e n
assessing  the  impact
factor of Brain Imaging
and Behavior, it is most
meaningful to compare
it with other journals in
the  same  subfield  to
measure  its  relative
standing.

Brain
Imaging
and
Behavior
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Journal
Impact
Factor:
Recent
Data and

Trends
According to the most
recent  available  data
f r o m  t h e  J o u r n a l
Citation  Reports  (JCR),
the  Brain  Imaging
A n d  B e h a v i o r
J o u r n a l  I m p a c t
Factor  s t ands  a t
approximately 3.2. This
figure  has  fluctuated
o v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,
reflecting  shifts  in
publishing  volume,
editorial focus, and the
evo lv ing  c i ta t ion
landscape.  To  provide
context, here are some
notable trends:

Historical
trajectory: The
journal's impact
factor has
generally shown
gradual growth
since its
inception. Early
impact factors
were in the 2.0
to 2.5 range,
indicating a
steady increase
in the journal's
visibility and
citation
performance.
Recent
stability: Over
the past three to
four reporting
cycles, the
impact factor has
remained
relatively stable
between 3.0 and
3.5. This stability
suggests that the
journal has
reached a
mature phase,
with a consistent
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base of
contributors and
readers.
Comparison
with peer
journals: In the
category of
"Neurosciences,"
where many
general and
specialized
journals
compete, an
impact factor of
3.2 places Brain
Imaging and
Behavior in the
second quartile
(Q2). This means
it ranks between
the 50th and
75th percentile
of journals in its
field, which is a
respectable
position for a
specialized title.

These  figures
underscore  that  the
Brain  Imaging  And
Behavior  Journal
Impact Factor reflects

a  journal  that  is  well-
r ega rded  bu t  no t
among the highest-tier
t i t l e s .  F o r  m a n y
researchers,  however,
a  Q 2  r a n k i n g
represents an excellent
target, especially if the
journal's  scope  aligns
closely with their work.
I t  a lso  means  that
manuscripts  published
here  enjoy  reasonable
visibility  and  citation
potential,  without  the
e x t r e m e l y  h i g h
rejection  rates  typical
of  top-tier  general
neuroscience journals.

Why the
Impact
Factor
Matters
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for
Research

ers
The  Brain  Imaging
A n d  B e h a v i o r
J o u r n a l  I m p a c t
Factor  matters  for
severa l  p rac t i ca l
reasons.  For  early-
career  researchers,
including  doctoral
s t u d e n t s  a n d
postdoctoral  fellows,
publishing in a journal
wi th  a  recognized
impact  factor  can
s t r e n g t h e n  a
curriculum  vitae  and
improve  chances  of
s e c u r i n g  g r a n t s ,
f e l l o w s h i p s ,  o r
academic  positions.
Many hiring and tenure
committees  consider
impact  factors  as  one
i n d i c a t o r  o f  a
candidate's  research
output  and  influence.

Additionally,  funding
agencies  sometimes
require  evidence  that
resul ts  have  been
publ ished  in  peer-
reviewed journals  that
meet  certain  impact
thresholds.
B e y o n d  c a r e e r
advancement,  the
impact  factor  of  Brain
Imaging  and  Behavior
influences  how  widely
a researcher's  work is
disseminated.  Articles
published  in  higher-
impact journals tend to
be read and cited more
frequently,  which  can
l e a d  t o  f u r t h e r
collaboration,  media
a t t e n t i o n ,  a n d
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o
influence  clinical  or
policy  discussions.  For
applied  fields  like
neuropsychology  and
b e h a v i o r a l
neuroscience,  where
translation from bench
to  bedside  is  a  key
g o a l ,  b r o a d
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dissemination  can
a c c e l e r a t e  t h e
a d o p t i o n  o f  n e w
diagnostic  tools  or
t h e r a p e u t i c
approaches.
Nevertheless,  i t  is
important to remember
t h a t  t h e  B r a i n
I m a g i n g  A n d
Behavior  Journal
Impact Factor is only
one  metr ic  among
m a n y .  S o m e
outstanding  papers  in
specialized  journals
with  modest  impact
factors  have  gone  on
to generate thousands
of citations and shape
entire  subfields.
Therefore,  while  the
impact  factor  i s  a
useful  indicator,  it
should not be the sole
criterion  for  where  to
submit  your  work.  Fit,
audience,  editorial
quality,  and  ethical
standards also deserve
careful consideration.

Comparin
g Brain
Imaging
and
Behavior
with
Related
Journals
To  apprec iate  the
significance  of  the
Brain  Imaging  And
Behavior  Journal
Impact Factor  ,  it  is
helpful  to  see  how  it
compares  with  other
journals  in  the  same
domain.  Below  are  a
few  representative
journals  and  their
approximate  impact
factors  (based  on
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recent  JCR  data):

NeuroImage –
Impact factor
around 5.7. This
is a leading
general
neuroimaging
journal with a
broad scope and
high cache.
Human Brain
Mapping –
Impact factor
around 4.8.
Another well-
established
journal in the
field, focused on
mapping brain
structure and
function.
Journal of
Cognitive
Neuroscience –
Impact factor
around 3.6. This
journal
emphasizes
cognitive
neuroscience
with a strong
behavioral angle.

Brain Imaging
and Behavior –
Impact factor
around 3.2.
Positioned as a
specialized
journal bridging
imaging and
behavioral
research.
Behavioral
Neuroscience –
Impact factor
around 2.5. A
more traditional
behavioral
neuroscience
journal with less
emphasis on
imaging.

This  list  shows  that
Brain  Imaging  and
Behavior  occupies  a
useful  middle  ground.
Its  impact  factor  is
lower  than  the  top
general  neuroimaging
journals  but  higher
than  some  pure ly
behavioral  titles.  This
n iche  pos i t ion ing
makes it  an attractive
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venue for studies that
employ  neuroimaging
to answer behavioral or
clinical  questions.  The
Brain  Imaging  And
Behavior  Journal
Impact  Factor  thus
reflects  both  the
journal's strengths and
t h e  c o m p e t i t i v e
dynamics of the field.

Factors
Influencin
g the
Journal's
Impact
S e v e r a l  f a c t o r s
contribute to the Brain
I m a g i n g  A n d
Behavior  Journal
Impact Factor and its
trajectory  over  time.
Understanding  these
can help authors make
informed  decisions

about  targeting  the
journal  and  can  also
shed  l ight  on  how
impact  factors  are
shaped.

Editorial1.
standards and
peer review:
The journal
maintains
rigorous peer
review, which
ensures that
published articles
are
methodologically
sound and
contribute
meaningfully to
the literature.
Strong review
practices
enhance the
reputation of a
journal and
encourage
higher-quality
submissions.
Special issues2.
and thematic
collections:
Brain Imaging
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and Behavior
periodically
publishes special
issues on
emerging topics,
such as imaging
genetics or brain
connectivity in
psychiatric
disorders. These
issues often
attract highly
cited articles
from leading
experts, boosting
the journal's
overall citation
count.
Open access3.
options: The
journal offers an
open access
publishing model
for authors who
wish to make
their work freely
available. Open
access articles
tend to
accumulate more
citations, which
can lift the

journal's impact
factor.
Indexing and4.
discoverability:
The journal is
indexed in major
databases,
including Scopus,
PubMed, and
Web of Science.
This visibility
ensures that
published articles
are easily found
by researchers
conducting
literature
searches, which
increases citation
opportunities.
Editorial board5.
composition:
The journal's
editorial board
includes well-
known scientists
who actively
promote the
journal and
contribute their
own high-impact
work. Their
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involvement
lends credibility
and attracts
submissions from
their professional
networks.

These factors combine
to  create  a  virtuous
cycle:  a  solid  impact
factor  attracts  better
submissions,  which
leads to more citations,
w h i c h  f u r t h e r
strengthens the impact
factor .  The  Brain
I m a g i n g  A n d
Behavior  Journal
Impact Factor is both
a result and a driver of
this cycle.

Beyond
the
Impact

Factor:
Alternativ
e Metrics
and
Quality
Indicators
W h i l e  t h e  B r a i n
I m a g i n g  A n d
Behavior  Journal
Impact  Factor  is  an
important  metric,  it  is
no  longer  the  only
game  in  town.  The
scholarly  community
increasingly recognizes
the  l imi tat ions  o f
impact factors, such as
their  insensitivity  to
ind iv idua l  ar t ic le
q u a l i t y ,  t h e i r
suscep t i b i l i t y  t o
manipulation, and their
inability  to  capture
societal  or  cl inical
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impact.  Consequently,
a  range of  alternative
metrics has emerged.

Altmetrics:
These measure
online attention,
including social
media sharing,
news mentions,
blog posts, and
policy citations.
For Brain
Imaging and
Behavior,
altmetrics can
reveal which
articles have
generated public
or clinical
interest beyond
the academic
sphere.
CiteScore:
Elsevier's
CiteScore is a
rival metric that
uses a slightly
different
calculation
window (three
years instead of
two). For the

journal,
CiteScore tends
to be comparable
to the impact
factor, often
hovering in a
similar range.
h-index for
journals: Some
databases
provide a journal
h-index, which
reflects both the
productivity and
citation impact of
a journal's
published
articles. This can
be a useful
supplementary
measure.
Eigenfactor
score: This
metric measures
a journal's
overall
importance by
considering not
just the number
of citations but
also which
journals those
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citations come
from. A journal
cited by highly
prestigious titles
receives a higher
Eigenfactor
score.

F o r  r e s e a r c h e r s
evaluating  the  Brain
I m a g i n g  A n d
Behavior  Journal
Impact Factor  in the
context  of  alternative
metrics,  the  overall
p icture  is  one  of  a
solid, respected journal
that  performs  well  on
multiple  dimensions.
Its  articles  appear  in
media  summaries  and
are  re ferenced  in
clinical  guidelines,
indicating  that  the
journal's  influence
extends  beyond  pure
citation counts.

How to

Get
Published
in Brain
Imaging
and
Behavior
If  you are  considering
submitting  your  work
to  Brain  Imaging  and
B e h a v i o r ,
understanding  the
Brain  Imaging  And
Behavior  Journal
Impact Factor  is just
o n e  p i e c e  o f  t h e
p u z z l e .  H e r e  a r e
p r a c t i c a l  t i p s  t o
increase your  chances
of acceptance:

Align your
manuscript
with the
journal's
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scope: Ensure
your study
clearly integrates
brain imaging
with behavioral
or clinical
outcomes. Purely

methodological
papers or purely
behavioral
studies are
better suited
elsewhere.


