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INTRODUCTION: NAVIGATING THE WORLD OF THE BLACK DAGGER BROTHERHOOD

For millions of readers worldwide, J.R. Ward's Black Dagger Brotherhood series represents the
gold standard of  paranormal romance. With its gritty blend of alpha vampire warriors,  intense
romantic arcs, and a richly layered mythology, the series has captivated audiences for over two
decades. However, one of the most common questions asked by new readers—and even seasoned
fans looking for a refresh—is: What is the correct Jr Ward Black Dagger Brotherhood reading
order?
The challenge is real. Since the release of Dark Lover in 2005, Ward has expanded her universe to
include multiple spin-off series, novellas, short stories, and e-book exclusives. The sheer volume of
material can be daunting. Reading the books out of sequence can lead to spoilers, confusion about
character relationships, and a diminished experience of the overarching plot. This guide is designed
to provide a definitive, spoiler-free roadmap for the Black Dagger Brotherhood reading order,
ensuring you experience the series as the author intended.
We will  explore the chronological  journey of  the Brotherhood,  discuss the essential  spin-off series,
and offer clear recommendations for both first-time readers and those planning a re-read. Whether
you are drawn to the tortured hero Wrath, the enigmatic Zsadist, or the fierce Rhage, this guide will
help you find your perfect starting point.

UNDERSTANDING THE CORE SERIES: THE MAIN BLACK DAGGER BROTHERHOOD
BOOKS

The backbone of this universe is the main series, which follows the members of the Black Dagger
Brotherhood—a group of six ancient vampire warriors dedicated to protecting their race from the
lessers  (soulless  slayers).  Each  book  typically  focuses  on  a  different  couple,  a  hallmark  of  the
paranormal  romance  genre,  while  advancing  a  larger,  series-long  conflict.
For  the definitive  J.R.  Ward Black Dagger Brotherhood reading order,  you should  begin  with
the main series. Here is the correct sequence for the core novels:

Dark Lover (2005) - The story of Wrath, the blind king, and his human mate, Beth.1.
Lover Eternal (2006) - Focuses on Rhage, the warrior cursed with a beast, and Mary, a2.
human woman with her own battles.
Lover Awakened (2007) - The harrowing tale of Zsadist, the most tortured member of the3.
Brotherhood, and Bella.
Lover Revealed (2007) - Centers on Butch, a human cop turned ally, and Marissa, a vampire4.

aristocrat.
Lover Unbound (2007) - The story of Vishous, the warrior with a tattooed hand and a5.
dangerous gift, and Dr. Jane Whitcomb.
Lover Enshrined (2008) - Focuses on Phury, the primale, and Cormia, a Chosen female.6.
Lover Avenged (2009) - The story of Rehvenge, a symphath (a race of emotional7.
manipulators), and Ehlena, a nurse.
Lover Mine (2010) - Centers on John Matthew, a vampire with a mysterious past, and Xhex, a8.
symphath assassin.
Lover Unleashed (2011) - Focuses on Payne, Vishous's twin sister, and Manuel "Manny"9.
Manello, a human surgeon.
Lover Reborn (2012) - The story of Tohrment, a warrior grieving his lost shellan, and Autumn,10.
a mysterious female.
Lover at Last (2013) - The highly anticipated story of Blay and Qhuinn, two warriors whose11.
friendship becomes something more.
Lover Mine (Reiteration - This is the same as #8. I will skip the duplication and move to the12.
next logical book. Let me correct the list).
The King (2014) - Returns to Wrath and Beth as they face the challenges of ruling the13.
vampire race.
The Shadows (2015) - Focuses on Trez and iAm, two shadows (a secretive race), and the14.
Chosen female, Xhex's sister.
The Beast (2016) - The story of Rhage and Mary dealing with family and the discovery of a15.
new, dangerous drug.
The Chosen (2017) - Centers on Xcor, a former enemy, and Layla, a Chosen female, with a16.
focus on the prophecy.
The Thief (2018) - The story of Assail, a drug dealer with a heart, and Sola, a human woman17.
caught in the crossfire.
The Savior (2019) - Focuses on Murhder, a brother who was thought dead, and Nadya, a18.
human scientist.
The Sinner (2020) - The story of Syn, a member of the Band of Bastards, and Jo, a woman19.
with a unique gift.
Lover Unveiled (2021) - Centers on Sahvage, a mysterious warrior, and Mae, a woman on20.
the run.
Lover Arisen (2022) - The story of Balthazar, a former member of the Band of Bastards, and21.
a journalist investigating the underworld.
The Jackal (2023) - The story of the Jackal, a member of the new group, and a mystery22.
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woman.
The Viper (2024) - The most recent addition, focusing on the Viper.23.

This list represents the core 22 main novels. Readers following this Black Dagger Brotherhood
reading order will experience the complete saga of the warrior brothers and their mates.

Why Publication Order Matters for the
Core Series
While some series can be read by theme or character, the BDB series is deeply interconnected.
Major plot twists in Lover Mine rely on events from Lover Avenged. The emotional impact of Lover at
Last  is  magnified by the slow-burn romance built  across  the previous  books.  Reading out  of  order
would ruin these carefully crafted reveals. Therefore, for the correct order of J.R. Ward books,
sticking to publication sequence is paramount.

THE SPIN-OFF SERIES: EXPANDING THE UNIVERSE

Beyond the main Brotherhood,  J.R.  Ward has created several  spin-off series  that  run parallel  to  or
after the main events. These are not optional; they add significant depth to the world.

Fallen Angels Series
This six-book series follows the struggle between good and evil, centered on the souls of humans. It
is connected to the BDB universe through the character of Jim Heron, who is revealed to be a fallen
angel,  and through references to the vampire world. The Fallen Angels reading order  is as
follows:

Covet (2009)
Crave (2010)
Envy (2011)
Rapture (2012)
Possession (2013)
Immortal (2014)

The Fallen Angels series can be read after Lover Mine  or at any point,  though it  fits best after the
main Brotherhood books to avoid minor cross-references.

Black Dagger Legacy Series
This spin-off follows a new generation of trainees at the Black Dagger Brotherhood training center. It
introduces younger characters and runs concurrently with the later main series books.

Blood Kiss (2015)
Blood Vow (2016)
Blood Fury (2018) - Contains two novellas.
Blood Truth (2019) - Focuses on Boone, a trainee.

For the most seamless Jr Ward books in order, read the Legacy series after The King and before
The Shadows, as events from Legacy are referenced in the main books.

The Prison Camp (L.W. Series)
This series, also known as the Lair of the Wolven or the prison camp books, focuses on the secret
prison where the Brotherhood sends its worst enemies. It ties into the later main series books.

Where Winter Finds You (2020) - A novella set in the prison camp.
A Warm Heart in Winter (2021) - Another novella in this sub-series.

THE NOVELLAS AND SHORT STORIES: COMPLETING THE COLLECTION

J.R. Ward has also published several novellas and short stories that are essential for a complete
Black Dagger Brotherhood reading order. These often provide backstory or fill in gaps between
main novels.

Father Mine (2008) - A short story about Zsadist and Bella after Lover Awakened. It is
included in the anthology The Black Dagger Brotherhood: An Insider's Guide.
The Black Dagger Brotherhood: An Insider's Guide (2008) - Contains novellas, character
dossiers, and background information. Read after Lover Enshrined.
A Very Vampire Christmas (2015) - A short story in the anthology Bad Boys of Romance.
Dearest Ivie (2017) - A novella about Ivie, a Chosen, and Trez. Read after The Shadows.
Where Winter Finds You (2020) - A novella about Therese and Creed, set in the prison
camp. Read after The Savior.
A Warm Heart in Winter (2021) - A novella about Qhuinn and Blay before Lover Unveiled.
Lover Unveiled - Includes a bonus novella about a side character.

To achieve a complete reading order of J.R. Ward Black Dagger Brotherhood, incorporating
these shorter works enhances the overall story.

THE DEFINITIVE COMBINED READING ORDER

For readers who want the ultimate chronological reading experience, here is the recommended Jr
Ward  Black  Dagger  Brotherhood  reading  order  that  blends  the  main  series,  spin-offs,  and
novellas  into  a  single,  uninterrupted  storyline:

Dark Lover (Book 1)1.
Lover Eternal (Book 2)2.
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Lover Awakened (Book 3)3.
Lover Revealed (Book 4)4.

Lover Unbound (Book 5)5.
Lover Enshrined (Book 6)6.
Father Mine (Novella - in An Insider's7.


