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THE ENDURING WISDOM OF THE TALE OF THREE
TREES

Few stories carry the quiet power and profound simplicity of The
Tale Of Three Trees.  This  classic  folk  tale,  often told  as  a
Christian allegory, has been passed down through generations,
touching hearts with its message of patience, purpose, and divine
timing. At first glance, it is a simple story about three trees on a
mountainside,  each  dreaming  of  a  grand  future.  Yet,  as  the
narrative unfolds, it reveals a truth that resonates with anyone
who  has  ever  wondered  if  their  life  is  headed  in  the  right
direction.  The  journey  of  these  three  trees  is  a  beautiful
metaphor  for  how  our  deepest  aspirations  may  be  fulfilled  in
ways  we  never  expect.
In this article, we will explore the story in depth, unpack its rich
symbolism,  and  examine  why  The  Tale  Of  Three  Trees
continues to inspire readers around the world. Whether you are
encountering it for the first time or revisiting an old favorite, the
tale  offers  fresh  insights  into  ambition,  humility,  and  the  quiet
unfolding  of  a  plan  greater  than  our  own.

The Story Itself: A Parable
of Three Dreams
The tale begins on a high mountainside where three small trees
stand side by side, each dreaming of a remarkable future. Their
dreams are not modest. They are grand, ambitious, and full of
hope.
The  first  tree  looks  up  at  the  stars  and  says,  "I  want  to  hold
treasure. I  want to be covered with gold and filled with precious
stones. I will be the most beautiful treasure chest in the world." It
dreams of being adorned with riches and admired by all who see
it.
The second tree gazes out at the vast ocean and declares, "I
want to be a mighty ship. I will carry powerful kings and queens
across the seas. I will sail the world and be strong and majestic."
It dreams of adventure, importance, and a life of grand voyages.
The third tree looks down at the valley below and speaks softly: "I
want to grow so tall that when people look at me, they will think
of God. I will be the tallest tree in the forest. I will point to the
heavens  and  remind  everyone  of  something  greater  than
themselves." Its dream is spiritual, quiet, and full of reverence.
Years  pass.  The  trees  grow  tall  and  strong.  Then  one  day,
woodcutters arrive on the mountainside. They see the three trees
and begin to cut them down. Each tree is taken, but not one of
them ends up fulfilling its dream in the way it had envisioned.
The  first  tree  is  chopped  into  pieces  and  taken  to  a  carpenter's
shop.  Instead  of  becoming  a  magnificent  treasure  chest,  it  is
made into a simple feeding trough for animals. It is filled with hay
and placed in a humble stable. Its dream of holding gold and
jewels  seems  shattered.  But  then,  one  silent  night,  a  young
woman named Mary lays a newborn baby in that manger. The
first tree suddenly realizes that it is holding the greatest treasure
the world has ever known: the infant Jesus, the King of Kings. It

holds  the  ultimate  treasure,  though  not  in  the  way  it  had
imagined.
The second tree is  fashioned into a modest fishing boat.  It  does
not become a grand ship for kings and queens. Instead, it  is
launched onto a small lake, carrying fishermen and their catch. It
is  ordinary,  unremarkable,  and  often  forgotten.  For  years,  it
serves quietly. Then one day, a man named Jesus steps into the
boat  and  asks  the  fisherman  to  push  out  into  the  deep  water.
From that  boat,  Jesus  teaches  the  crowds and later  calms a
raging  storm with  a  simple  command,  "Peace,  be  still."  The
second tree realizes it is carrying the King of Heaven and Earth,
the Lord of wind and waves. Its dream of carrying a king has
come true, but in a far greater way than it ever expected.
The third tree is  left  in the lumberyard for  a long time. It  is
eventually cut into rough beams and laid aside. It feels forgotten,
ignored, and worthless. Its dream of pointing to God seems lost.
Then one Friday morning, the beams are taken out and fashioned
into a crude cross. A man is nailed to that cross and raised up on
a hill  called Golgotha. The third tree trembles as it  holds the
broken body of Jesus Christ. But on the third day, the tomb is
empty. The cross becomes the ultimate symbol of love, sacrifice,
and  redemption.  The  third  tree  fulfills  its  dream  in  the  most
profound  way  possible:  it  points  all  of  humanity  toward  God.

The Deeper Symbolism of
The Tale Of Three Trees
The Tale Of Three Trees is far more than a touching story. It is
a  rich allegory layered with meaning.  Each tree represents  a
different  kind  of  human  aspiration,  and  each  ending  reveals  a
deeper  truth  about  how our  dreams are  often  reshaped into
something greater than we could have planned.
The  first  tree  symbolizes  the  desire  for  material  wealth  and
beauty. In our world, we are often taught to measure success by
what we accumulate, by the gold and jewels of life. Yet the story
suggests that the truest treasure is not found in riches but in the
presence of the divine. The manger held the Son of God, which is
a reminder that the most valuable things in life are often the
simplest and the most humble.
The second tree represents ambition, power, and a longing for
significance. It wanted to sail oceans and carry royalty. Instead, it
became a simple boat on a small lake. Yet in that humble role, it
carried the King of Kings. This teaches us that greatness is not
about  the  scale  of  our  platform but  about  the  depth  of  our
purpose.  A  small  life  can  hold  immense  significance  when  it
serves  a  greater  calling.
The third tree embodies spiritual longing and a desire to point
others toward God. It wanted to stand tall and majestic. But it
became a rough cross, an instrument of suffering and shame. Yet
through  that  suffering,  it  became  the  most  powerful  symbol  of
hope in human history. This reminds us that our most painful
moments can become our greatest contributions. Sometimes, we
are  called  to  a  purpose  that  requires  sacrifice,  and it  is  through
that sacrifice that we touch eternity.
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Lessons for Modern Life:
Applying the Wisdom of the

Tale
In a culture that often equates success with visibility, wealth, and
status,  The  Tale  Of  Three  Trees  offers  a  quiet  counter-
narrative. It invites us to trust the process of our lives, even when
the path looks nothing like what we had planned.
One of the most striking lessons is that fulfillment often comes
in  unexpected  forms.  All  three  trees  had  specific,  detailed
dreams. None of them came true in the way they had imagined.
Yet each tree was used for a purpose far greater than its original
dream.  This  is  a  powerful  reminder  that  our  limited  human
perspective cannot always see the full picture. What looks like a
detour, a disappointment, or a failure may actually be the road to
a destiny we never imagined.
Another lesson is the value of patience and trust. The trees
waited for years. The third tree waited the longest and endured
the most neglect. But its moment came. In a world that demands
instant results, this story encourages us to hold on, to trust the
timing of our lives, and to believe that we are being shaped for
something meaningful, even when we cannot see it.
There is also a profound message about humility and service.
The  first  tree  became  a  feeding  trough.  The  second  became  a
fishing  boat.  The  third  became a  cross.  None  of  these  roles  are
glamorous. Yet each was essential. The story suggests that true
greatness  is  found  in  humble  service.  Being  a  container  for
something holy, a vessel for a mission, or a symbol of love is far
more  significant  than  being  adorned  with  gold  or  sailing  across
oceans.
Finally,  the  story  teaches  us  about  redemption  and
transformation. The trees did not accomplish their dreams on
their  own.  They were cut  down,  shaped,  and transformed by
forces beyond their control. Their endings were not what they
expected,  but  they  were  better.  This  mirrors  the  human
experience of growth through difficulty.  We are often shaped by
challenges, disappointments, and detours. It is in these moments
of being remade that we discover our true purpose.

How The Tale Of Three
Trees Speaks to Different
Audiences
One of the remarkable qualities of The Tale Of Three Trees is
its  ability  to  speak  to  people  of  all  ages  and  backgrounds.
Children are drawn to the simplicity of the story and the beauty
of  the  trees  dreams.  Adults  find  deeper  layers  of  meaning  that
resonate with their own life experiences.
For those who are religious, the story is a clear and beautiful
allegory  of  the  life  of  Christ,  from  the  nativity  to  the  crucifixion
and resurrection. It celebrates the idea that God uses ordinary
things and ordinary people to accomplish extraordinary purposes.
Every detail, from the manger to the boat to the cross, points
directly to the gospel narrative.
For those who are spiritual but not necessarily religious, the story
offers a universal message about hope, purpose, and the mystery
of life. It speaks to the human condition of longing, waiting, and

ultimately  finding  meaning  in  unexpected  places.  The  tale  does
not  preach;  it  simply  tells  a  story  and  allows  the  reader  to  find
their own truth within it.
For anyone who has ever felt  overlooked or undervalued, the
third  tree  is  a  particularly  powerful  figure.  Its  journey  from  a
forgotten beam to a symbol of redemption is a testament to the
idea that no life is wasted, no experience is meaningless, and no
season of waiting is without purpose.

The Timeless Appeal of the
Tale
Why does The Tale Of Three Trees endure? Why do we keep
telling it, retelling it, and passing it on? The answer lies in its
universal themes. Every person has dreams. Every person faces
disappointments. Every person wonders at some point whether
their  life  matters.  This  story  answers  that  question  with  a
resounding yes.
The tale also resonates because it is not sentimental in a shallow
way. It does not promise that every dream will come true exactly
as you imagine. Instead, it promises that your life has a purpose,
that you are part of a story larger than yourself, and that the
most meaningful outcomes often arise from the most ordinary
circumstances.
There is also a quiet artistry to the narrative. The three trees are
distinct characters, each with a unique voice and desire. Their
fates are interwoven with the greatest events in Christian history,
yet the story never loses its gentle, folk-tale quality. It is simple
enough for a child to understand and deep enough for an adult to
ponder for a lifetime.

The Tale as a Meditation on
Purpose
At  its  heart,  The Tale  Of  Three  Trees  is  a  meditation  on
purpose.  It  asks  the  question:  what  does  it  mean  to  live  a
meaningful  life?  And  it  answers  with  unexpected  wisdom:
meaning is not about achieving your exact plan but about being
part of something that matters.
The  first  tree  wanted  to  hold  treasure.  It  ended  up  holding  the
Christ child. The second tree wanted to carry a king. It carried the
King of Kings. The third tree wanted to point to God. It became
the very symbol  of  God love for  the world.  Each tree fulfilled its
fundamental desire, but in a transformed and elevated way.
This is a profound insight for anyone navigating the uncertainties
of life. We may not get the job we wanted, the recognition we
hoped for, or the life we planned. But we may discover that our
small, ordinary, hidden life has been holding treasure all along.
We may find that the boat we are in, however humble, is carrying
something  eternal.  We  may  realize  that  the  cross  we  carry,
however heavy, is pointing others toward hope.

Conclusion: The Quiet
Power of an Old Story
In a world that often measures worth by results, visibility, and
achievement, The Tale Of Three Trees stands as a gentle but
firm reminder that true fulfillment is found in surrender, service,
and  trust.  It  is  a  story  that  has  been  told  around  campfires,  in
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Sunday school classrooms, and in quiet moments of reflection. Its
words have comforted the grieving, encouraged the weary, and
inspired the dreamers.
The beauty of this tale is that it  never forces its message. It
simply unfolds, like the lives of the three trees themselves, and
invites us to see our own story within it. Whether you read it as a
parable of faith, a meditation on purpose, or simply a lovely story
about trees and dreams, its impact is the same. It leaves you with

the  quiet  conviction  that  your  life  matters,  your  dreams  are
heard,  and the ending is  always better  than you could  have
written yourself.
So  the  next  time  you  find  yourself  wondering  if  you  are  on  the
right path, remember the trees on the mountainside. Recall how
their dreams were transformed into something far greater than
they could have imagined. And trust that the same hands that
shaped those trees are shaping you as well.


