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Liberty In London
Regent Street
DISCOVERING THE MAGIC OF
LIBERTY IN LONDON REGENT
STREET

Few shopping destinations in the world
evoke the same sense of wonder and
heritage as Liberty In London Regent
Street. Situated in the heart of the
capital, this iconic department store is
far more than a retail space; it is a living
museum of design, craftsmanship, and
quintessentially British style. From its

distinctive Tudor revival facade to its
curated collections of fashion,
homeware, and fabrics, Liberty has
stood as a beacon of creativity since
1875. Whether you are a dedicated
fashionista, an admirer of historic
architecture, or simply someone looking
for a unique souvenir from your London
trip, Liberty on Regent Street offers an
experience that is both timeless and
refreshingly contemporary.

THE HISTORY OF LIBERTY: FROM



https://app.ardentx.com/

The story of Liberty London began with
Arthur Lasenby Liberty, a man with an
eye for the exotic and a conviction that
Victorian Britain craved something
different. After working for Farmer &
Rogers’ Great Shawl Emporium, Liberty
opened his first small shop at 218A
Regent Street in 1875. Using a loan of
£2,000 from his future father-in-law, he
stocked the store with ornaments,
fabrics, and objets d’art from Japan and
the East. The venture was an immediate
success, tapping into the Aesthetic
Movement's love for Japanese design.

As the business flourished, Liberty
expanded his offerings, introducing
“Liberty silks” and “Liberty art fabrics”
that became synonymous with artistic

dress reforlPASHION TEANSTHITUTION
had outgrown its original premises, and
the decision was made to build a new,
purpose-built flagship. The result was
the extraordinary building we still see
today. Opened in 1924, the store was
constructed from the timbers of two
Royal Navy ships, HMS Hindustan and
HMS Impregnable, giving the wood a
unique history and a rich, dark patina
that cannot be replicated. This
deliberate choice reflected Liberty’s
commitment to both heritage and
artistry.

Throughout the 20th century, Liberty
continued to evolve, embracing Art
Nouveau and later championing young
British designers. The store’s fabric
department became legendary, and its
annual Christmas window displays are
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now a highlight of the London festive
calendar. Today, Liberty remains an
independent department store, now
housed entirely on Regent Street, with a
reputation for scouting emerging talent
and preserving the values of quality and
originality that Arthur Liberty established
over 140 years ago.

THE ICONIC REGENT STREET
BUILDING: A TUDOR REVIVAL
MASTERPIECE

When you approach Liberty In London
Regent Street, the first thing that strikes
you is the building itself. In a street
dominated by grand Edwardian and
Victorian stone facades, Liberty’s half-
timbered Tudor revival structure stands
out with dramatic flair. Designed by
architects Edwin T. Hall and his son

Edwin S. Hall, the building was intended
to evoke an English manor house,
complete with leaded windows, carved
gables, and intricately detailed
woodwork.

One of the most remarkable features is
the use of “old English” oak timbers
salvaged from two ships of the line.
These beams were chosen not just for
their strength and beauty but also for
their symbolic connection to British
naval history. Walking through the store,
you are constantly surrounded by this
rich, dark wood, which contrasts
beautifully with the vibrant colours of the
merchandise. The building’s interior is
arranged around a central atrium,
allowing natural light to flood the floors,
and the staircase - a work of art in itself
- winds upwards past galleries of



curated goods.

Because Liberty occupies a corner
position on Regent Street and Great
Marlborough Street, it enjoys two equally
impressive frontages. The store’s size, at
roughly 100,000 square feet spread over
seven floors, feels intimate despite its
scale, thanks to the warren of small
rooms and narrow corridors that mimic a
house rather than a conventional
department store. This architectural
personality is a key reason why visitors
return; it makes shopping feel like a
discovery, not a chore.

Why Regent

Street?

Regent Street itself is one of London’s
most famous thoroughfares, designed by
John Nash in the early 19th century. The
street was intended as a grand
processional route from Regent’s Park to
Carlton House. Today, it is a major
shopping destination, home to flagships
from Burberry, Hamleys, and Apple.
Liberty’s presence here from the very
beginning positioned it at the centre of
London’s commercial and cultural life.
The synergy between Liberty’s artistic
offerings and the Regency grandeur of
Regent Street creates a unique retail
atmosphere that cannot be found
anywhere else in the city.
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MORE THAN JUST A STORE eSO SShAION and

Stepping inside Liberty In London Regent
Street is like entering a cabinet of
curiosities. The store is organized not
strictly by brand or by price point, but by
aesthetic sensibility. This makes
browsing a delight because you never
know what you will find nestled next to a
classic Liberty pattern. The ground floor
is a treasure trove of accessories, beauty
products, and fragrances, featuring both
global luxury brands and niche artisans.
It is a wonderful place to pick up a
Liberty-print silk scarf or a uniquely
scented candle.

Accessories

Liberty’s fashion offering is carefully
curated, with a focus on emerging British
designers alongside established names.
The womenswear department, spread
across several floors, includes labels like
Stella McCartney, Marni, and Gucci, but
also supports smaller brands such as
Mother of Pearl and Roksanda. Men’s
fashion is equally compelling, with a
strong selection of tailoring, streetwear,
and accessories. One distinctive feature
is the ability to find pieces that are
exclusive to Liberty - the store often
collaborates with designers to produce
capsule collections that you cannot buy



anywhere else.

The accessories hall on the ground floor
is a jewellery lover’s paradise. Here you
will find everything from delicate gold
pieces to bold costume jewellery,
alongside a world-class selection of
watches. The handbag collection ranges
from heritage leather goods to
contemporary It-bags, ensuring that
every shopper’s taste is catered for.

Homeware and
Interiors

Liberty’s homeware department is
legendary for its range and eclecticism.
Located on the first floor, it features
furniture, lighting, tableware, and

decorative objects from around the
world. The store’s own Liberty print
home accessories - cushions, mugs,
lampshades, and stationery - are
perennial bestsellers. The home section
also showcases contemporary craft, with
pieces from British potters, glassblowers,
and textile artists. If you are
redecorating or simply searching for a
stunning qift, this department will inspire
you.

The Fabric
Department: A
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Creative Legacy

No visit to Liberty In London Regent
Street is complete without wandering
through the fabric department on the
second floor. This is the heart of the
store’s heritage. Since Arthur Liberty’s
day, Liberty Fabrics have been revered
for their floral prints, fine silks, and
innovative use of colour. The department
is a pilgrimage site for dressmakers,
quilters, and interior designers. Rolls of
fabric line the walls in a rainbow of hues,
from classic “Liberty lawn” cottons to
heavier upholstery materials. The staff
are knowledgeable and passionate, often
able to recommend the perfect print for
a project. Liberty Fabrics have been used
by everyone from Mary Quant to Paul

Smith, and the tradition continues with
frequent collaborations with
contemporary artists.

Beauty and
Fragrance

The beauty floor at Liberty is unlike any
other. Instead of the high-pressure
counters typical of many department
stores, Liberty offers an edit of brands
that are considered both luxurious and
ethical. You will find niche skincare lines
like Dr. Barbara Sturm, Aesop, and
Susanne Kaufmann, alongside makeup
from By Terry and Charlotte Tilbury. The
fragrance section is particularly well-
regarded, stocking rare and artisanal
perfumes from brands such as Byredo,



Diptyque, and Jo Malone. Liberty also has
a signature scent, “Liberty,” a
sophisticated floral created in
partnership with perfumers.

LIBERTY’S UNIQUE BRAND:
PRINTS, COLLABORATIONS, AND
CULTURE

The word “Liberty” itself has become a
shorthand for a particular aesthetic:
floral prints, artful eccentricity, and
qguality craftsmanship. The Liberty print
is instantly recognizable - often
featuring delicate florals, paisleys, or
geometric patterns in a distinctive colour
palette. These prints are not just limited
to fabric; they appear on homeware,
stationery, and even clothing. Liberty
collaborates with other brands to create
limited-edition products, such as Liberty

print Converse sneakers, Liberty print
Nutella jars, and Liberty print bicycle
helmets. These collaborations are always
highly anticipated and often sell out
within days.

Beyond product, Liberty is a cultural hub.
The store hosts regular events, including
designer meet-and-greets, book
signings, and workshops. Its café, the
Liberty Café on the top floor, offers a
delightful respite with views over the
rooftops of Regent Street. The seasonal
windows, especially at Christmas, are
works of art in themselves, often telling
whimsical stories using Liberty fabrics
and props.

PRACTICAL TIPS FOR VISITING
LIBERTY IN LONDON REGENT
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STREET

To make the most of your visit, consider
arriving early on a weekday morning to
avoid the biggest crowds. The store
opens at 10:00 AM and closes at 8:00 PM
Monday to Saturday, with shorter hours
on Sunday. Take your time to explore
each floor; even the stairwells are filled
with interesting pieces. If you are looking
for a specific designer, check the Liberty
website in advance to see which brands
are stocked, as the selection rotates
regularly.

Do not forget to visit the ground floor
accessories hall for the best gift choices,
and be sure to ask about Liberty’s
personal shopping service - it is
complimentary and can help you
navigate the store’s vast offerings. For

international visitors, Liberty offers tax-
free shopping, and their customer
service team speaks multiple languages.
Also, the store is perfectly located near
Oxford Circus, with excellent tube and
bus connections.

CONCLUSION

Liberty In London Regent Street is far
more than a shop; it is a destination that
celebrates the art of discovery. From its
handcrafted Tudor building to its curated
selection of global and local design,
Liberty encapsulates a spirit of creativity
and tradition that is uniquely British.
Whether you are browsing the fabric
department for inspiration, investing in a
signature Liberty scarf, or simply
admiring the architecture, you will leave
with a sense of having experienced
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something special. In a world of vision of its founder and the enduring
homogeneous retail, Liberty remains allure of quality, beauty, and
gloriously individual, a testament to the imagination.
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