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WHAT TO EXPECT DURING THE INTERVIEW ITSELF

UNDERSTANDING THE PATH TO BECOMING A UNITED STATES CITIZEN

Becoming a citizen of the United States is a dream for many immigrants who have built their lives,
careers, and families in this country. The journey to naturalization is both rewarding and demanding,
culminating in two critical milestones: the US Citizenship Test and Interview. This process is
designed to assess an applicant's knowledge of American history, government, and English
language proficiency, while also verifying the information provided in their application. For many,
the idea of the test and interview can feel intimidating, but with proper preparation and a clear
understanding of what to expect, it is a manageable and achievable goal. This article provides a
comprehensive guide to the US Citizenship Test and Interview, covering everything from the
structure of the exam to practical tips for success.

AN OVERVIEW OF THE NATURALIZATION PROCESS

Before diving into the specifics of the US Citizenship Test and Interview, it is important to
understand where these steps fit within the broader naturalization process. After submitting Form
N-400 (Application for Naturalization) and attending a biometrics appointment, applicants are
scheduled for an interview with a United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) officer.
This interview is the final major hurdle before taking the Oath of Allegiance and receiving
citizenship. During this appointment, the officer will review the applicant's background, verify their
identity, and administer both the English and civics portions of the test. The US Citizenship Test
and Interview typically lasts between 20 and 30 minutes, although this can vary based on the
complexity of the application and the applicant's performance.

BREAKING DOWN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE REQUIREMENT

A core component of the US Citizenship Test and Interview is the assessment of English
language skills. USCIS evaluates an applicant's ability to read, write, and speak basic English. This
does not require perfection, but rather functional proficiency that allows for everyday
communication.

The Speaking Portion

The speaking portion of the test is essentially the entire interview itself. The USCIS officer will ask
questions about the applicant's N-400 application, their background, and their understanding of civic
responsibilities. This conversation is used to determine if the applicant can understand and respond
to questions in English. Common questions might include asking about an applicant's marital history,
current address, employment, or travel outside the United States. The ability to hold a simple,
coherent conversation in English is the primary goal here.

The Reading Portion

During the reading portion of the US Citizenship Test and Interview, the officer will provide the
applicant with a tablet or a piece of paper containing a sentence in English. The applicant must read
one out of three sentences correctly to pass. These sentences come from a specific list of
vocabulary related to U.S. history, government, and civics, such as "The President lives in the White
House" or "The flag has 50 stars." The officer will not give partial credit; the sentence must be read
accurately, although minor mispronunciations that do not change the meaning of the word are
usually acceptable.

The Writing Portion

For the writing portion, the USCIS officer will read a sentence aloud, and the applicant must write it
down correctly on a tablet. Again, the applicant is given up to three chances to write one sentence
correctly. The vocabulary here is also drawn from a specific list of civics-related terms. Spelling
errors may be acceptable if the word is still legible and the meaning is clear. For example, writing
"peeple" instead of "people" might be accepted if the intended word is obvious. The goal is to
demonstrate functional writing ability, not perfect grammar or spelling.

MASTERING THE CIVICS TEST

The civics portion of the US Citizenship Test and Interview is the part that most applicants study
for extensively. The test consists of 100 questions about American government, history, and
geography. During the interview, the USCIS officer will ask the applicant up to 10 questions from this
list. To pass, the applicant must answer at least 6 out of 10 questions correctly (60%). The questions
are drawn from a standard set, and the exact wording can vary slightly, but the underlying
knowledge required remains consistent.

Key Topics Covered in the Civics Test

The 100 civics questions are divided into three main categories:

* American Government: This section covers the principles of democracy, the Constitution,
the Bill of Rights, the three branches of government (legislative, executive, judicial), and the
roles of key figures like the President, Vice President, and members of Congress.

e American History: This section explores major events and periods, including the Colonial
Period and Independence, the Civil War and Reconstruction, the World Wars, the Civil Rights
Movement, and recent history. Key figures like George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, and
Martin Luther King Jr. are often the subject of questions.

 Integrated Civics: This portion covers geography (e.g., naming two longest rivers in the
United States), symbols (e.g., the Statue of Liberty, the American flag), and holidays (e.qg.,
Independence Day, Thanksgiving).

Applicants who are 65 years or older and have held lawful permanent resident status for 20 years or
more are eligible for a special consideration. They are only required to study a subset of 20
questions, and the officer will ask them from that smaller pool.

The atmosphere of the US Citizenship Test and Interview is professional but generally not
adversarial. USCIS officers are trained to be fair and respectful. The interview typically takes place in
a private office at a USCIS field office. Applicants are required to bring their original documents,
including their green card, passport, state-issued ID, and any additional paperwork requested in
their appointment notice. The interview begins with an oath to tell the truth. The officer will then
review the N-400 application line by line, asking the applicant to confirm or explain various answers.
This is also where the English speaking test takes place.

Commonly Asked Questions About the
Application

During the review of Form N-400, the officer will focus on sections that often require clarification.
These typically include questions about:

1. Good Moral Character: Questions about arrests, citations, or criminal history. Even if an
applicant has no record, they will be asked to confirm.

2. Travel History: The officer may ask about extended trips abroad to ensure the applicant has
maintained continuous residence in the United States.

3. Family History: Questions about marital status, children, and the citizenship status of
parents or spouses.

4. Selective Service Registration: For male applicants, proof of registration may be
requested.

5. Affiliations: The officer will ask about membership in any organizations, including political or
professional groups.

Answering honestly and consistently is crucial. If an applicant has made a mistake on their
application, it is better to correct it during the interview than to have the officer discover an
inconsistency later.

TIPS FOR PREPARING FOR THE US CITIZENSHIP TEST AND INTERVIEW

Preparation is the key to success. The US Citizenship Test and Interview is not designed to trick
applicants, but it does require dedicated study. Here are some actionable strategies to help you
prepare:

Study Flash Cards and Mobile Apps

Many organizations offer free flash cards and mobile apps based on the official 100 civics questions.
These tools allow you to study in short bursts throughout the day. Repetition is the most effective
way to memorize the answers. Focus on understanding the concepts, not just rote memorization, as
the officer may phrase the question slightly differently than on the study cards.

Practice Your English Conversation Skills

Since the speaking test is integrated into the interview, it is essential to practice conversational
English. If English is not your first language, try to engage in regular conversations with native or
fluent speakers. Join a local community center class or use language exchange apps. Feeling
comfortable with everyday vocabulary will make the interview far less stressful.

Take a Practice Interview

Simulating the interview environment can significantly reduce anxiety. Ask a friend, family member,
or immigration attorney to conduct a mock interview. Have them ask you the civics questions while
also reviewing your N-400 application. This will help you get used to the format of the US
Citizenship Test and Interview and identify any weak areas.

Review Your N-400 Application Thoroughly

Before the interview, re-read your entire N-400 application. Know every date, address, and name
you filled in. The USCIS officer will use this document as the basis for the conversation, so you need
to be able to discuss everything on it without hesitation. If you need an interpreter, you must
request one in advance, but be aware that this may prolong the interview.

WHAT HAPPENS IF YOU DO NOT PASS?

It is not uncommon for applicants to be nervous during the US Citizenship Test and Interview,
and the stress can sometimes lead to mistakes. If you do not pass one or both portions of the test,
you will be given a second chance. This is called a re-examination. You will be rescheduled for
another interview, typically within 60 to 90 days. During the re-examination, you will only need to
retake the portions you failed. For example, if you passed the civics test but failed the English
reading part, you only need to retake the English reading. Failing a second time means your
application will be denied, and you will need to reapply from the beginning, including paying the
application fee again. This makes thorough preparation even more critical.

Medical and Age-Related Exceptions

Some applicants are exempt from certain parts of the US Citizenship Test and Interview. If you
have a medical disability that prevents you from learning English or the civics material, your doctor
can fill out Form N-648 (Medical Certification for Disability Exceptions). This form must be submitted
before the interview. Additionally, as mentioned earlier, applicants over 65 with 20 years of
permanent residency have a reduced civics test.

CULTURAL AND CIVIC UNDERSTANDING

Beyond the test itself, the US Citizenship Test and Interview serves a larger purpose: ensuring
that new citizens understand the rights and responsibilities of citizenship. It is not just about
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memorizing facts, but about understanding what it means to be an active participant in a
democratic society. Questions about the Constitution, voting rights, and civic duties are designed to
reinforce these values. Applicants who understand the "why" behind the answers tend to perform
better and feel more confident. For instance, knowing that "freedom of speech" is protected by the
First Amendment is important, but understanding that this right allows for peaceful protest and open
debate is even more valuable.

CONCLUSION

The US Citizenship Test and Interview represents the final step in a long journey toward

American citizenship. While the process can seem daunting, it is a well-structured and fair
assessment of an applicant's readiness to become a citizen. By focusing on both the English
language components and the civics material, and by thoroughly reviewing your own N-400
application, you can approach the interview with confidence. Remember that USCIS officers are
there to evaluate your eligibility, not to intimidate you. With dedicated preparation, a calm mindset,
and a genuine desire to become a citizen, you can successfully navigate the US Citizenship Test
and Interview and proudly take your place as a new American. The rewards of citizenship—the
right to vote, the ability to sponsor family members, and the security of a U.S. passport—are well
worth the effort.
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