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MASTERING THE FUTURE TENSE
IN SPANISH: A COMPLETE GUIDE
TO CONJUGATING "TENER"

Imagine yourself in a bustling café in
Madrid, confidently telling a friend, "E/
préximo afo, tendré mas tiempo para
viajar" (Next year, | will have more time
to travel). That single
verb—tener—unlocks a world of
expression in Spanish. As one of the
most frequently used irregular verbs,
tener (to have) appears in countless
everyday situations, from expressing
age and possession to indicating
obligation and desire. Yet, many learners
stumble when they reach the future
tense. Why? Because tener changes its
stem in the future, becoming tendr-
instead of the predictable ten-. This
transformation often catches students
off guard, but once you understand the
pattern, you will find it surprisingly
logical. In this comprehensive guide, we
will explore everything you need to know
about the future tense Spanish
conjugation tener, including its
irregular stem, practical usage, common
expressions, and expert tips to
internalise it for good.

WHY "TENER" MATTERS IN
SPANISH

Before diving into the future tense, it is
worth appreciating just how central

tener is to the Spanish language. Unlike
English, where "to have" primarily
indicates possession, Spanish uses
tener in a wide array of idiomatic
expressions. For instance, tener hambre
(to be hungry), tener sed (to be thirsty),
tener frio (to be cold), and tener prisa (to
be in a hurry) all rely on this verb.
Additionally, tener is used to express
age (tener anos), obligation (tener que),
and even feelings like tener miedo (to be
afraid). Mastering the future tense of
tener allows you to project all these
meanings into tomorrow, next week, or
years from now. Whether you are
discussing future plans, making
predictions, or expressing hypothetical
situations, the ability to conjugate tener
correctly in the future tense is non-
negotiable for fluency.

UNDERSTANDING THE FUTURE
TENSE IN SPANISH

In Spanish, the future tense is used to
describe actions or states that will
happen at a later time. It is one of the
simplest tenses to form for regular
verbs: you simply add the appropriate
endings (-é, -as, -a, -emos, -éis, -an)
to the infinitive. For example, hablar
becomes hablaré (I will speak), comer
becomes comeré (I will eat), and vivir
becomes viviré (I will live). However,
several common verbs, including tener,
break this pattern. Instead of using the
full infinitive, they adopt a modified
stem. This is what makes the future
tense Spanish conjugation tener
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particularly interesting—it belongs to a
small but essential group of irregular
future stems.

The lrregular
Stem of "Tener"
In the Future
Tense

The key to conjugating tener in the
future tense lies in its irregular stem:
tendr-. This stem replaces the ten-
portion of the infinitive. To this stem, you
add the standard future endings. The
result is a smooth, predictable pattern
once you have memorised the stem.
Here is the complete conjugation:

¢ Yo tendré - | will have

¢ Tu tendrds - You (informal) will
have

« El/Ella/Usted tendra -
He/She/You (formal) will have

* Nosotros/Nosotras tendremos -
We will have

¢ Vosotros/Vosotras tendréis -
You all (informal, Spain) will have

* Ellos/Ellas/Ustedes tendran -
They/You all (formal) will have

Notice that the endings are exactly the
same as those used for regular verbs.
The only difference is the stem. This
pattern—an irregular stem paired with
regular endings—is shared by other
high-frequency verbs like salir (saldr-),
poner (pondr-), venir (vendr-), and
poder (podr-). Once you internalise the
tendr- stem, you are well on your way
to mastering an entire family of irregular
future tense verbs.

Pronunciation
Tips for "Tener"”
In the Future
Tense

Pronunciation plays a crucial role in
sounding natural when using the future
tense Spanish conjugation tener.
The stress always falls on the last
syllable in the first and second person
singular and plural forms (tendré,
tendras, tendréis), while in the third
person singular and plural, the stress is
on the final syllable as well (tendra,
tendran). The only exception is
tendremos, where the stress falls
naturally on the second-to-last syllable
(ten-DRE-mos). Practise saying these
forms aloud: tendré, tendras, tendra,
tendremos, tendréis, tendran. The dr
sound is pronounced as a single, crisp
consonant cluster, similar to the English
"dr" in "drama." With a little repetition,
the rhythm of these conjugations will
become second nature.

COMMON USES OF "TENER" IN
THE FUTURE TENSE

The future tense Spanish
conjugation tener appears in a variety
of everyday contexts. Below are some of
the most common scenarios, complete
with examples that illustrate how natural
and essential this verb form is.

Expressing
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Future
Possession

At its most literal level, the future tense
of tener indicates that someone will
possess something at a later time.

 El afio que viene, tendré un coche
nuevo. (Next year, | will have a
new car.)

* Ellos tendran una casa en la playa.
(They will have a house at the
beach.)

 ;Tendras tiempo para ayudarme
mafana? (Will you have time to
help me tomorrow?)

Expressing
Future Age

In Spanish, age is expressed with tener
plus the number of years. In the future
tense, this construction predicts how old
someone will be.

e Mi hermana tendra 30 afios en
junio. (My sister will be 30 years
old in June.)

» ;Cudntos afos tendras cuando te
gradues? (How old will you be
when you graduate?)

 El préximo mes, mi abuelo tendra
95 afios. (Next month, my
grandfather will be 95 years old.)

Expressing
Future Obligation

with "Tener Que"

The phrase tener que + infinitive
means "to have to" do something. In the
future tense, it expresses a future
obligation.

e Mafiana tendré que estudiar para
el examen. (Tomorrow | will have
to study for the exam.)

e [La semana que viene, tendremos
que terminar el proyecto. (Next
week, we will have to finish the
project.)

e ;Tendras que trabajar el sdbado?
(Will you have to work on
Saturday?)

Expressing
Future States
and Feelings

As mentioned earlier, tener is used in
many idiomatic expressions for physical
and emotional states. In the future
tense, these become predictions or
future conditions.

e Después de correr, tendré mucha
sed. (After running, | will be very
thirsty.)

* Si no traes un abrigo, tendras frio.
(If you do not bring a coat, you will
be cold.)

e Cuando vea la pelicula, tendré
miedo. (When | see the movie, |
will be afraid.)

Making



Predictions and
Promises

The future tense is ideal for predictions
and promises, and tener fits naturally
into these contexts.

 No te preocupes, todo tendra
solucién. (Do not worry, everything
will have a solution.)

e Ellos tendran éxito en su nuevo
negocio. (They will be successful in
their new business.)

e Te prometo que tendré cuidado. (I
promise you that | will be careful.)

COMPARING THE FUTURE TENSE
WITH OTHER TENSES OF "TENER"

To fully appreciate the future tense
Spanish conjugation tener, it helps to
see how it contrasts with other tenses.
For example, the present tense tengo
indicates what you have right now: Hoy
tengo mucho trabajo (Today | have a lot
of work). The preterite (simple past) tuve
indicates a completed past possession:
Ayer tuve una reunidén importante
(Yesterday | had an important meeting).
The future tense pushes the possession
or state forward in time: MafAana tendré
menos trabajo (Tomorrow | will have less
work).

Another common alternative to express
future actions in Spanish is the

periphrastic future, formed with ir a +
infinitive. For tener, this would be voy a
tener (I am going to have). While the
periphrastic future is more common in
everyday conversation for immediate or
planned events, the simple future
(expressed by tendré) is often used for
promises, predictions, and more distant
or hypothetical futures. For instance, Voy
a tener una cita mafana (I am going to
have an appointment tomorrow) sounds
more immediate and certain, while E/
préximo afio tendré mds experiencia
(Next year | will have more experience)
sounds like a prediction or a general
statement about the future.

COMMON MISTAKES AND HOW
TO AVOID THEM

Even advanced learners sometimes slip
up when conjugating tener in the future
tense. Here are the most frequent errors
and strategies to overcome them.

Mistake 1: Using
the Reqgular Stem
IITen_II

It is tempting to treat tener as a regular
verb and say yo tené or tu tenas.
However, these forms do not exist.
Always remember the irregular stem
tend
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