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UNVEILING THE
MAGIC OF FAR FAR
AWAY BY TOM
MCNEAL

In  the  vast  landscape
o f  y o u n g  a d u l t
literature,  few  novels
manage  to  blend  the
haunt ing  al lure  of
classic fairy tales with
the  raw,  unvarnished
reality of adolescence.
Tom McNeal’s Far Far
Away  achieves  this
rare  a lchemy  with
remarkable grace. This
novel  is  not  merely  a
s t o r y ;  i t  i s  a n
atmospheric  journey

that  pulls  the  reader
into a world where the
supernatural  whispers
j u s t  b e n e a t h  t h e
surface  of  everyday
l i f e .  F o r  a n y o n e
seeking a read that is
both  intellectually
s t i m u l a t i n g  a n d
emotionally  resonant,
Far  Far  Away  Tom
McNeal  offers  a
deep ly  sat i s fy ing
experience. It is a tale
of  friendship,  love,
loss ,  and  the  dark
shadows  that  lurk
when we wish too hard
for  something.  Let  us
step  into  the  curious
town  of  Never  Better
and explore the layers
of  this  extraordinary
book.
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A GLIMPSE INTO
THE STORY:
WHERE FAIRY
TALES MEET
REALITY

The central narrative of
F a r  F a r  A w a y
revolves around a boy
named Jeremy Johnson
Johnson.  Jeremy  is  an
unusual  child,  gifted
with a peculiar ability:
he can hear the voices
o f  ob jec t s .  I t ems
whisper  their  histories
to him, from a simple
spoon  to  an  ancient
book.  This  strange
talent  isolates  him
from his peers, making
him a  target  for  local
bu l l ies .  However ,
Jeremy  finds  an
unlikely protector in a
myster ious  ghost
named  the  Finder  of
Occasions,  who  has
watched  over  him  for
y e a r s  f r o m  t h e
shadowy corners of his
family home.

The plot thickens when
Jeremy and his spirited
f r i e n d ,  G i n g e r
Boultinghouse, become
e n t a n g l e d  i n  t h e
sin ister  p lans  of  a
character  known  only
as  the  "Shade."  This
a n t a g o n i s t  i s  a
malicious  figure  who
lures children with the
p r o m i s e  o f  t h e i r
deepest  desires,  only
to  trap  them  forever.
The  s tory  unfo lds
against  the  backdrop
of  the  town  of  Never
Better and the strange,
decaying  mansion
known  as  the  Dark
Time.  As  Jeremy  and
Ginger  confront  the
Shade,  they  must
g r a p p l e  w i t h  t h e
question of  what  they
truly  want,  and  what
they  are  wi l l ing  to
sacrifice  to  get  it.  The
narrative  rhythm  of
Far  Far  Away  Tom
McNeal  is  deliberate,
building  suspense  like
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a  slowly  tightening
knot.

THE AUTHOR
BEHIND THE
ENIGMA: WHO IS
TOM MCNEAL?

To fully appreciate Far
Far Away,  it  helps to
understand  the  mind
that  crafted  it.  Tom
McNeal is an American
author  known  for  his
nuanced,  character-
driven stories. He often
writes  with  his  wife,
Laura  McNeal,  under
the  joint  pseudonym
"McNeal," but Far Far
Away  is  a  solo  work.
M c N e a l  h a s  a
b a c k g r o u n d  i n
teaching,  which  gives
him a keen insight into
the  l ives  of  young
people .  He  wr i tes
about teenagers not as
caricatures,  but  as
complex,  thinking
individuals  capable  of
profound depth.

McNea l ’ s  s ty l e  i s
literary but accessible.
He does not talk down
to his readers. Instead,
he  t rus t s  them  to
follow  intricate  plot
threads  and  subtle
emotional  cues.  The
voice of  the Finder  of
Occasions, the ghostly
narrator  in  Far  Far
Away,  is  a  testament
to  McNeal’s  skill.  The
ghos t  speaks  in  a
f o r m a l ,  a l m o s t
Victorian  prose  style,
w h i c h  c o n t r a s t s
beautifully  with  the
modern  dialogue  of
Jeremy  and  Ginger.
This  juxtaposition  is
o n e  o f  t h e  m a n y
reasons  why  Far  Far
Away  Tom  McNeal
s t a n d s  o u t  a s  a
uniquely  crafted novel
in the YA genre.

DEEP DIVE: KEY
THEMES IN FAR
FAR AWAY

F a r  F a r  A w a y  i s
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l aye red  w i th  r i ch
themes  that  reward
careful reading. Let us
explore  some  of  the
most  prominent  ones
that make this book a
compelling  choice  for
thoughtful readers.

The
Power
and Peril
of Wishes
At  its  core,  this  is  a
story  about  caution.
The  central  theme
revolves  around  the
idea that getting what
you  wish  for  is  not
always a happy ending.
The  Shade,  the  villain
o f  t h e  p i e c e ,  i s  a
master  o f  tw is ted
desires.  He  offers
children  exactly  what
they  think  they  want,
but  the  gift  always

comes  with  a  terrible
price.  Jeremy’s  ability
to hear objects is itself
a  kind  of  wish  that
becomes  a  burden.
McNeal  asks  us  to
consider:  What  would
you really ask for if you
k n e w  t h e
consequences?  This
moral  complexity  is  a
hallmark  of  Far  Far
Away Tom McNeal.

Friendshi
p as a
Lifeline
J e r e m y  J o h n s o n
Johnson is a lonely boy,
but his friendship with
Ginger  Boultinghouse
is his anchor. Ginger is
bold,  stubborn,  and
brave.  She  refuses  to
let  Jeremy  withdraw
i n t o  h i s  w o r l d  o f
whispering  objects.
Their relationship is not
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a simple romance; it is
a  deep,  platonic  bond
tha t  evo lves  i n to
s o m e t h i n g  m o r e
profound.  In  a  world
full of ghostly whispers
and  dark  magic,  it  is
the human connection
between  Jeremy  and
Ginger  that  feels  the
most  magical.  This
focus  on  genuine,
supportive friendship is
a refreshing aspect  of
Far  Far  Away  Tom
McNeal.

The
Echoes of
Classic
Fairy
Tales
McNeal  draws  heavily
f rom  the  Brothers
Grimm  tradition.  The
s t o r y  i n c l u d e s

references to "The Pied
Piper  of  Hamelin"  and
"Hansel  and  Gretel."
However,  he does not
just  copy  these  tales;
he deconstructs them.
The book explores the
dark,  psychological
roots  of  these stories.
The Shade is  a  direct
descendant of the Pied
Piper,  a  figure  who
u s e s  m u s i c  a n d
p r o m i s e  t o  l e a d
children  astray.  By
weaving  these  classic
e l e m e n t s  i n t o  a
modern narrative,  Far
F a r  A w a y  T o m
McNeal  c reates  a
sense  o f  t imeless
dread  and  wonder.

THE UNIQUE
NARRATIVE VOICE:
THE FINDER OF
OCCASIONS

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
striking features of Far
F a r  A w a y  i s  i t s
narrator.  The  story  is
told  by  a  ghost  who
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calls himself the Finder
of  Occasions.  He  is  a
peculiar soul, bound to
the earthly plane by a
s e n s e  o f  d u t y  t o
Jeremy.  His  voice  is
elegant,  melancholic,
and  often  humorous.
He observes the world
w i t h  a  d e t a c h e d ,
eternal  perspective,
yet  he  feels  a  deep,
paternal  affection  for
the  boy  he  guards.
This  narrative  choice
elevates the book from
a standard YA fantasy
to  a  work  of  literary
merit.  The  ghost  is
unrel iable  in  some
ways,  holding  back
information and seeing
the  world  through  his
own  limited,  spectral
lens.  This  keeps  the
reader  guessing.  The
prose of the Finder of
Occasions  is  filled  with
beautiful,  quotable
passages.  When  you
read  Far  Far  Away
Tom McNeal, you are

not  just  following  a
plot;  you are listening
t o  a  u n i q u e ,
unforgettable voice.

CRITICAL
RECEPTION AND
AWARDS

Upon  its  release,  Far
Far  Away  received
significant  acclaim.  It
was  a  finalist  for  the
National  Book  Award
for  Young  People's
Literature  in  2013,  a
prestigious  honor  that
signals  high  literary
quality.  Critics  praised
McNeal  for  his  "witty,
assured prose" and his
ability to balance dark
themes  with  genuine
warmth.
Many  reviewers  noted
that  the book appeals
to a wide age range. It
is  classified  as  young
adult,  but  adults  who
appreciate  literary
fiction  will  find  just  as
much  to  admire.  The
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b o o k  h a s  b e e n
compared to the works
of  Neil  Gaiman  and
John  Connolly  for  its
b l e n d i n g  o f  t h e
mundane  and  the
magical.  The  specific,
careful  world-building
in Far Far Away Tom
McNeal  has  been
h i g h l i g h t e d  a s  a
particular strength.

WHY FAR FAR
AWAY DESERVES A
PLACE ON YOUR
BOOKSHELF

In  a  market  saturated
with  dystopian  series
and  flashy  urban
fantasy, Far Far Away
offers  something
qu ie te r  and  more
resonant.  Here  are  a
few  reasons  why  this
book is a must-read:

Originality: The
concept of a boy
who hears the
voices of objects
and a ghostly

protector is
genuinely fresh.
It is not a retread
of common YA
tropes.
Atmosphere:
The town of
Never Better
feels tangibly
real, yet
perpetually on
the edge of a
nightmare.
McNeal excels at
setting a mood
that is both cozy
and chilling.
Character
Depth: Jeremy
and Ginger are
not heroes in the
classic sense.
They are scared,
uncertain kids
who choose to be
brave. Their
growth is earned
and believable.
Prose Quality:
For readers who
love beautiful
sentences, Far
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Far Away Tom
McNeal is a
treasure trove.
The language is
precise,
evocative, and
often poetic.

EXPLORING THE
SUPPORTING
CHARACTERS

Beyond the main trio of
Jeremy,  Ginger,  and
t h e  F i n d e r ,  t h e
supporting  cast  adds
rich  texture  to  the
story.  Jeremy’s  father
is  a  distant,  grieving
figure,  lost  in  his  own
world  of  antiquarian
books.  Ginger’s  family
l i fe  is  chaot ic  and
u n s t a b l e ,  w h i c h
explains  her  fierce
independence.
Then  the re  i s  t he
Shade. This antagonist
is  chilling  precisely
because he is so polite
and  patient.  He  does
not shout or threaten;

h e  t e m p t s .  H e
represents the allure of
easy answers and the
danger  of  trusting  a
stranger. The character
design  of  the  Shade,
w i th  h i s  p leasant
d e m e a n o r  a n d
monstrous intent,  is  a
masterclass  in  villain
c r e a t i o n .  E v e r y
element of the world in
Far  Far  Away  Tom
McNeal feels carefully
considered,  with  no
character  wasted.

THE SETTING:
NEVER BETTER
AND THE DARK
TIME

The  sett ing  of  the
nove l  i s  a lmos t  a
character  in  itself.
Never Better is a small,
sleepy  town  with  a
hidden  history.  The
Dark Time is a decrepit
mansion that was once
a  home  for  wayward
children. It is a place of
immense  sorrow  and



Far Far Away Tom Mcneal 9

9

lingering  resentment.
McNeal  uses  these
locations to mirror the
internal  states  of  his
characters.  The  decay
o f  t h e  D a r k  T i m e
reflects  the  decay  of
hope,  while  the  quiet
streets of Never Better
represent  the  illusion
of  safety.
The  German  setting
(the story  takes place
in  a  fictional  town  that
feels  European)  adds
to the fairy tale quality.
It is a world that could
exist  just  around  the
corner,  but  slightly
sideways  from  our
own.  Th i s  ca re fu l
grounding in a specific,
realistic location makes
the  fantasy  elements
hit harder. When magic
happens  in  Far  Far
Away Tom McNeal, it
feels  disruptive  and
d a n g e r o u s ,  n o t
whimsical.

WRITING STYLE
AND PACING

Tom  McNeal  writes
with a slow, deliberate
pace.  This  is  not  an
action-packed  thriller.
The  suspense  builds
gradually,  like  a  slow-
burning fuse. He takes
the time to describe a
r o o m ,  t o  l e t  a
conversation  linger,
and  to  explore  the
t h o u g h t s  o f  h i s
characters.  This  style
will  appeal  to  readers
who  enjoy  savoring  a
book.
The  dialogue  is  sharp
and natural. Ginger, in
p a r t i c u l a r ,  h a s  a
vibrant  voice  that
p r o v i d e s  a
counterbalance  to  the
g h o s t ’ s  f o r m a l
narration.  The  pacing
allows the reader to sit
w i t h  t h e  c e n t r a l
questions of the story:
What  is  the cost  of  a
wish?  Can  we  escape
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o u r  f a t e ?  T h e
satisfaction  of  reading
Far  Far  Away  Tom
McNeal  comes  not
from  a  fast  plot,  but
from the depth of the
experience.

COMPARISONS TO
OTHER WORKS

I f  you  enjoyed  the
following  books,  you
will  likely  find  much  to
love in Far Far Away:

The Graveyard1.
Book by Neil
Gaiman – For the
ghostly protector
and the sense of
a hidden world.
The Book of2.
Lost Things by
John Connolly –
For the blending
of fairy tales with
a dark, coming-
of-age story.
The Night3.
Circus by Erin
Morgenstern –
For the lyrical

prose and the
immersive
atmosphere.

Far  Far  Away  Tom
McNeal  holds its  own
a l o n g s i d e  t h e s e
respec ted  t i t l e s ,
offering a unique flavor
that  is  both  nostalgic
and new.

FINAL THOUGHTS:
THE LASTING
IMPRESSION OF
FAR FAR AWAY

In conclusion, Far Far
Away Tom McNeal is
a  novel  that  lingers
long  after  the  final
page is turned. It is a
s t o r y  a b o u t  t h e
courage it takes to face
the  dark,  to  ask  for
help, and to believe in
the  possibil ity  of  a
happy  ending—even
when the world seems
determined to deny it.
The  book  hand les
heavy  themes  l ike
grief,  loneliness,  and
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temptat ion  wi th  a
gentle hand, wrapping
them in a story that is
both  thr i l l ing  and
comforting.
For readers young and
old,  this  novel  offers  a
r i c h ,  r e w a r d i n g
journey.  It  reminds us
t h a t  t h e  m o s t
dangerous magic is not
found  in  spe l l s  o r

ghosts ,  but  in  the
secret  wishes  of  the
human heart. If you are
looking for a book that
r e s p e c t s  y o u r
intelligence,  stirs  your
emotions,  and  leaves
you  with  a  sense  of
w o n d e r ,  l o o k  n o
further. Far Far Away
by  Tom  McNeal  is  a
modern classic waiting
to


