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THE UNFORGETTABLE LEGACY OF
THE MOUTH OF THE SOUTH
JIMMY HART

In  the  colorful  and  chaotic  world  of
professional  wrestling,  few  characters
have left as indelible a mark as Jimmy
Hart. Known to millions around the globe
as the "Mouth of the South," Hart is one
of  the  most  recognizable  managers  in
the  history  of  the  sport.  With  his
signature  megaphone,  his  loud  and

garish  suits,  and  his  high-pitched,
screeching  voice,  he  was  the  perfect
antagonist  for  some  of  the  biggest
babyfaces of the 1980s and 1990s. But
Jimmy Hart  was  far  more  than  just  a
loudmouth manager.  He was a shrewd
businessman,  a  brilliant  promoter,  a
gifted  musician,  and  a  loyal  friend  to
some of the biggest names in wrestling
history. His story is one of reinvention,
resilience, and an undeniable passion for
the wrestling business.
To understand the impact of the Mouth
of  the South Jimmy Hart,  you have to
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look  beyond  the  br ight  l ights  of
WrestleMania  and  look  back  to  the
smoky,  intense  wrestling  arenas  of
Memphis, Tennessee. It  was there that
Hart  first  honed  his  craft,  not  just  as  a
manager,  but  as  a  promoter  and  a
musician. In fact, before he ever stepped
into  the  ring  to  antagonize  a  crowd,
Jimmy Hart was a successful singer and
songwriter. He fronted a band called The
Gentrys, which had a top-ten hit in 1965
with the song "Keep On Dancing." This
musical background gave him a unique
sense of rhythm and timing, skills that
would later make him one of the most
effective talkers in wrestling. It also gave
h i m  a  k e e n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f
showmanship. He knew how to work a
crowd, how to build a beat, and how to
create  a  reaction.  That  training  was

invaluable when he later applied it to the
squared circle.

THE MEMPHIS YEARS: BUILDING
THE FOUNDATION

The  Mid-South  wrestling  territory,
particularly  Memphis,  was a  hotbed of
hard-hitting, emotional wrestling. It was
a  place  where  local  heroes  fought
dastardly  villains  in  feuds  that  felt
personal  and real.  Jimmy Hart  entered
this  world not  as a wrestler,  but  as a
manager who could talk his clients into a
payday.  He  quickly  realized  that  the
manager's  role  was  to  take  the  heat  off
the wrestler. While the wrestler was the
physical  threat,  the  manager  was  the
verbal venom. Hart was a master of this
dynamic. He would scream, shout, and
wave his  arms,  distracting the referee
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and the audience, giving his athlete the
upper hand.
In  Memphis,  the  Mouth  of  the  South
Jimmy  Hart  managed  a  who's  who  of
future  legends.  He  managed  Jerry
Lawler, his former ally who would later
become  his  bitter  rival.  He  managed
"The King" Austin Idol, the "Handsome"
One Man Gang, and later, a young and
hungry Hulk Hogan. But his most potent
association  in  Memphis  was  with  the
legendary  tag  team  of  The  Fabulous
Freebirds—Michael  Hayes,  Terry Gordy,
and Buddy Roberts. Hart’s work with the
Freebirds  helped  to  elevate  tag  team
wrestling to a new level of prominence.
His constant interference, his screeching
instructions,  and  his  willingness  to  do
anything  to  win  made  him  the  most
hated man in the Mid-South area. The

fans  didn't  just  disl ike  him;  they
despised him. And that was exactly the
point. He was the catalyst for some of
the  greatest  box  office  draws  in  the
territory's  history.

From Memphis to
the World
Wrestling
Federation
When Vince McMahon began his national
expansion in the mid-1980s, he needed
characters that could appeal to a broad
audience. He needed villains who were
larger than life. Jimmy Hart, the Mouth of
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the  South,  fit  that  mold  perfectly.  His
look was already iconic: the slicked-back
hair, the oversized sunglasses, the gold-
lamé suits that were loud enough to be
seen  from  the  cheap  seats,  and  of
cou r se ,  t he  megaphone .  Tha t
megaphone wasn't just a prop; it was a
weapon and a communication device. He
would  bark  orders  through  it,  scream
insults at the audience, and occasionally
use  it  to  knock  out  an  unsuspecting
wrestler.
In the WWF, Hart was given a stable of
wrestlers to manage, collectively known
as  "Jimmy  Hart's  Family."  This  family
included  a  rotating  cast  of  characters
like the Honky Tonk Man,  "The Million
Dollar  Man"  Ted  DiBiase,  Kamala,
Hercules,  and  Dino  Bravo.  The  Honky
Tonk Man, in particular, was a perfect fit

for  Hart.  The  Honky  Tonk  Man  was  a
rock-and-roll  Elvis  impersonator,  and
Hart, with his musical background, was
the  perfect  hype  man.  Together,  they
held the Intercontinental  Championship
for  a  record-sett ing  454  days,  a
testament to their  chemistry and their
ability  to  get  under  the  skin  of  the
audience.

THE MEGAPHONE AND THE
MUSIC

What  made  the  Mouth  of  the  South
Jimmy  Hart  so  effective  was  his  verbal
dexterity. He wasn't just a ranter; he was
a  generator  of  heat.  He  could  take  a
simple  sentence  and  turn  it  into  a
symphony of arrogance. He would insult
the  hometown  crowd,  he  would  boast
about  his  wrestler's  prowess,  and  he
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would promise a beating that he was all
too  happy to  deliver.  His  voice  was a
weapon—a high-pitched, cackling sound
that was impossible to ignore. It was the
voice of  a  bully,  but  a  bully  who was
clever enough to know when to run.
Hart also brought his musical talents to
the  WWF.  He  was  a  master  of  the
entrance theme. He either wrote or co-
wrote  many  of  the  iconic  songs  that
wrestlers  used  during  his  tenure.  He
wrote  "Sexy  Boy"  for  Shawn Michaels,
"WrestleMania" for the event itself, and
entrance  themes  for  dozens  of  other
superstars. This was a brilliant merging
of his two passions: music and wrestling.
He  understood  that  a  great  entrance
theme could get a wrestler over with the
crowd before they even threw a punch.
Hart’s  ability  to  craft  these  catchy,

memorable tunes added another layer to
his legacy. He wasn't just a manager; he
was a creator.

WCW and the
NWO Years
After a decade of success in the WWF,
the Mouth of the South Jimmy Hart made
a surprising move. In 1993, he jumped
ship  to  World  Championship  Wrestling
(WCW). It was a bold move, and one that
showed Hart was still hungry for success.
In WCW, he initially managed a stable
called "The Dungeon of Doom," a bizarre
collection  of  characters  led  by  Kevin
Sullivan.  The  angle  was  over-the-top,
even  by  wrestling  standards,  but  Hart
threw  himself  into  it  with  the  same
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energy he had used in Memphis and the
WWF.
However, it was his later association with
the  New  World  Order  (nWo)  that
cemented his legacy in WCW. The nWo
was the hottest thing in wrestling, and
having  a  manager  of  Hart's  caliber
aligned  with  them gave  the  group  an
added layer  of  legitimacy  and history.
Hart  became  a  stooge  for  Hollywood
Hogan  and  Eric  Bischoff,  running  their
errands and getting beaten down by the
babyfaces.  While  his  role  was  less
central than it had been in the WWF, he
was a valuable utility player.  He could
take a beating, he could cut a promo,
and  he  could  get  the  crowd to  react.
Even in the later years of his career, the
"Mouth of the South" mouth never lost
its power.

THE VISUAL SIGNATURE: THE
SUITS AND THE MEGAPHONE

One cannot  discuss  the  legacy  of  the
Mouth of the South Jimmy Hart without
discussing his visual  presentation. In a
business  of  larger-than-life  characters,
Hart  stood  out  because  he  was  so
visually chaotic. His suits were a riot of
color, patterns, and textures. He would
wear  bright  pink  jackets  with  green
pants,  or  garish  yellow  blazers  with
purple shirts. He looked like a man who
had been attacked by a paint  factory,
and  he  loved  every  second  of  it.  The
suits were a statement. They screamed,
"Look at me! I'm important!" They were
the perfect complement to his booming
personality.
Then there was the megaphone. It was
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his  primary  tool.  He  would  use  it  to
amplify his voice, but he also used it as a
theatr ical  prop.  He  would  tap  i t
menacingly,  point  it  at  the  crowd,  or
accidentally  (or  on  purpose)  knock  a
wrestler  in  the  head  with  it .  The
megaphone  became  synonymous  with
Jimmy Hart. Even today, if you see a fan
in  the  audience  at  a  wrestling  show
holding a megaphone, they are paying
homage to the Mouth of the South. He
was a  master  of  branding long before
the term became a buzzword.

Managing the

Biggest Stars
Jimmy  Hart  managed  an  astoundingly
diverse  array  of  talent.  He  managed
giants like King Kong Bundy and Kamala.
He  managed  technicians  like  Ted
DiBiase.  He  managed  charismatic
performers like The Honky Tonk Man and
Shawn Michaels (albeit  briefly).  He even
managed  the  legendary  Jerry  Lawler
during  the  King's  early  career.  What
made  Hart  so  successful  was  his
adaptability.  He  understood  that  a
manager’s job was to put the wrestler
over, not himself.
When he stood next to a monster like
King  Kong  Bundy,  Hart  made  himself
seem  smaller  and  more  vulnerable,
which  made  Bundy  look  even  more
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dangerous. When he managed a smaller,
more agile wrestler, Hart would act as a
distraction, allowing his client to use his
speed  to  his  advantage.  He  was  the
ultimate  hype  man.  He  would  talk
endlessly about how great his wrestler
was,  and  then,  when  the  wrestler
actually performed, Hart would stand on
the ring apron,  clapping and cheering,
his enthusiasm infectious and grating in
equal  measure.  He  was  the  agent  of
chaos who made the heroes look even
better.

HALL OF FAME RECOGNITION

Given his immense contributions to the
wrestling industry, it was only a matter
of time before the Mouth of the South
Jimmy  Hart  received  the  ultimate
recognition.  In  2005,  he  was  inducted

into  the  WWE Hall  of  Fame.  It  was  a
moment of triumph for a man who had
given  so  much  to  the  business.  The
induction  ceremony  was  filled  with
stories from his peers, all of whom spoke
of  his  generosity,  his  loyalty,  and  his
incredible  work  ethic.  Jerry  Lawler,  his
former  rival  and  friend,  gave  the
induction speech, and the emotion in the
room was palpable.
The Hall of Fame induction wasn't just a
reward  for  his  past  glories;  it  was  an
acknowledgment  of  his  lasting  impact.
Hart was a pioneer. He showed that a
manager  could be a star  in  their  own
r i g h t ,  w i t h o u t  e v e r  h o l d i n g  a
championship belt. He proved that you
didn't  need  to  be  a  wrestler  to  be  a
main-event player. His legacy lives on in
every  manager  who  uses  a  gimmick,



Mouth Of The South Jimmy Hart 9

9

every manager who talks their way into
a headline match,  and every manager
who understands that the heat is just as
important as the pops.

Life After the
Ring
Even after his full-time managing days
were over, the Mouth of the South Jimmy
Hart  remained  connected  to  wrestling.
He became a  beloved ambassador  for
the industry, appearing at conventions,
autograph  signings,  and  nostalgia
events. He was always willing to tell a
story, to share a laugh, and to talk about
the glory days. He also made sporadic
appearances on WWE television, usually
in a backstage role or as part of a special

event.
In  his  personal  life,  Hart  has  been
equally  vibrant.  He  continued  to  write
music,  staying  active  in  the  Memphis
music scene. He also became a fixture at
local  wrestling  schools,  offering  advice
and  encouragement  to  the  next
generation  of  performers.  He  is  a
testament to the idea that age is just a
number and that passion is eternal. He
never lost his love for the business, and
the business never lost its love for him.

LESSONS FROM THE MOUTH OF
THE SOUTH

What can we learn from the career of
J immy  Hart?  The  lesson  is  one  of
authenticity  and  adaptation.  He  was
authentic in his character. He was loud,
arrogant,  and  unapologetic.  The
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audience knew exactly what they were
getting  with  him.  He  never  broke
character, never showed weakness, and
never  apologized  for  being  the  villain.
That  authenticity  is  why  people  still
remember him so vividly today.
He  was  also  incredibly  adaptable.  He
went from radio to music to wrestling.
He went from Memphis to the WWF to
WCW.  He  managed  different  styles  of
wrestlers  in  different  eras.  He  didn't
stand still.  He evolved.  He understood
t h a t  i f  y o u  w a n t  t o  s u r v i v e  i n
entertainment, you have to be willing to
change. The "Mouth of the South" Jimmy
Hart was a master of reinvention, a trait
that  served  him  well  throughout  his
remarkable career.

The Lasting
Legacy of Jimmy
Hart
In the end, the Mouth of the South Jimmy
Hart  is  more  than  just  a  wrestling
manager. He is a pop culture icon. His
image—the sunglasses, the crazy suits,
t h e  m e g a p h o n e — i s  i n s t a n t l y
recognizable  to  anyone  who  has  ever
watched  professional  wrestling.  He
represents a specific era of the business,
an era of larger-than-life characters and
simple,  compelling  storylines.  He  is  a
bridge


