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THE STRANGE TALE OF GRIFFIN:
A COMPREHENSIVE CHAPTER
WISE SUMMARY OF THE
INVISIBLE MAN

H.G. Wells' masterpiece, The Invisible
Man, remains one of the most gripping
science fiction novels ever written. First
published in 1897, it tells the tragic story
of a brilliant scientist named Griffin who
discovers the secret of invisibility—only
to descend into madness and violence.
For students, book club members, or
casual readers looking for a chapter
wise summary of The Invisible Man,
this guide provides a thorough
breakdown of every major plot point,
character development, and thematic
element. Whether you are preparing for
an exam or simply refreshing your
memory, this comprehensive analysis
will help you understand how Wells
masterfully builds tension from the first
strange arrival in Iping to the final,
haunting confrontation.

THE STRANGE ARRIVAL:
CHAPTERS 1 THROUGH 4

Chapter 1: The

Mysterious
Stranger Appears

In Iping

The novel opens on a cold February day
when a stranger arrives at the Coach
and Horses inn in the small village of
Iping. He is heavily bundled in clothing,
with his face completely hidden by
bandages, dark goggles, and a wide-
brimmed hat. The innkeeper, Mrs. Hall, is
immediately struck by how peculiar the
man appears. When she offers to help
him remove his coat and hat, he reacts
sharply, insisting on keeping everything
on. This chapter wise summary of
The Invisible Man begins with the
central mystery: who is this man, and
why is he hiding every inch of his skin?

The stranger asks for a room with a
private sitting room and plenty of fuel for
a fire. He pays well, which satisfies Mrs.
Hall despite her growing curiosity.
However, his odd behavior continues. He
refuses to socialize with the other guests
and spends most of his time in his room
surrounded by chemical apparatus and
strange bottles. The villagers begin to
whisper about him, and his refusal to
show his face fuels their suspicion.
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Chapter 2: Teddy
Henfrey's
Suspicion

Mr. Teddy Henfrey, a clock repairman,
arrives at the inn and is asked by Mrs.
Hall to fix the stranger's clock. When
Henfrey enters the room, the stranger
becomes agitated and tries to rush him
out. During the brief encounter, Henfrey
notices the bandaged face and the
strange way the stranger speaks. He
leaves feeling unsettled and tells Mrs.
Hall that something is not right about
the man. This chapter establishes the
growing unease in Iping and sets the
stage for the community's suspicion to
turn into outright fear.

Chapter 3: The
Thousand and
One Bottles

This chapter provides the first deeper
glimpse into the stranger's activities. His
room is filled with an astonishing
number of bottles, chemical apparatus,
and books. He works obsessively, often
late into the night. When a local man
named Mr. Cuss, the village doctor, visits
out of professional curiosity, the stranger
reluctantly agrees to see him. During
their conversation, Cuss notices that the
stranger's sleeve appears empty—as if
there is no arm inside it. When the
stranger allows Cuss to briefly feel his
arm, the doctor is horrified to discover
that he can feel the bones and muscles
of an invisible limb. This is the first direct

evidence of the man's invisibility, and it
terrifies Cuss.

Chapter 4:
Disturbing
Discoveries at
the Inn

The stranger's behavior grows
increasingly erratic. Furniture in his room
is often found overturned. Strange
noises emerge at night. Mrs. Hall
becomes more suspicious when she
notices that the stranger's bandages
seem to shift and move on their own.
When a sudden incident occurs—the
stranger's chair tips over and his
clothing collapses as if there is no body
inside—Mrs. Hall demands answers. The
stranger defuses the situation by
claiming he has a "disfigured" face and
needs privacy. However, the villagers
are no longer satisfied with this
explanation. The tension in Iping is
reaching a breaking point.

THE TRUTH BEGINS TO SURFACE:
CHAPTERS 5 THROUGH 8

Chapter 5: The
Burglary at the
Vicarage

A burglary occurs at the home of the
local vicar, Mr. Bunting. Money is stolen
from the vicar's study, but no footprints
or signs of forced entry are found. The
only clue is a strange, muffled sneeze
heard in the room. The villagers quickly
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connect this event to the mysterious
stranger at the inn. The chapter wise
summary of The Invisible Man now
shifts from mystery to active suspicion.
The community begins to believe that
the stranger is somehow responsible for
the crime, even if they cannot
understand how.

Chapter 6: The
Furniture That
Moved

Mrs. Hall confronts the stranger about
unpaid bills and the growing list of
complaints from other guests. During
their argument, the stranger reveals a
shocking sight: his bandages unravel by
themselves, revealing nothing
underneath. Mrs. Hall screams and flees.
The stranger, now clearly agitated,
finally admits that he is invisible. He
removes his goggles and hat, confirming
that there is no visible face or head
behind them. The revelation is both
terrifying and awe-inspiring for the
villagers. This is a pivotal moment in any
chapter wise summary of The
Invisible Man, as the central mystery is
finally spoken aloud.

Chapter 7: The
Unveiling of the
Invisible Man

Word spreads quickly through Iping. A
crowd gathers at the inn, demanding to
see the stranger. The invisible man, now
called Griffin by the narrative, declares
that he will not be treated like a

spectacle. He storms out of the inn,
knocking people aside. The villagers
realize that they cannot see him, but he
can see them. Panic ensues. Griffin
escapes into the cold February
countryside, leaving behind his clothes
and equipment. The chase begins.

Chapter 8: The
Hunt Across the
Downs

The villagers form a search party to
track Griffin across the snowy landscape.
Snow, they realize, is the key to finding
him—his footprints are visible in the
fresh powder. They follow his tracks, but
Griffin is cunning. He doubles back,
steals clothing, and evades capture
repeatedly. The search party grows
frustrated and frightened. This chapter
underscores a central theme of the
novel: invisibility is not a superpower but
a curse that isolates its user from
humanity.

THE BACKSTORY OF A MAD
SCIENTIST: CHAPTERS 9
THROUGH 12

Chapter 9:
Thomas Marvel
Meets the
Invisible Man

Griffin encounters a vagrant named
Thomas Marvel, a lazy but clever man.
Griffin convinces Marvel to become his
accomplice, promising him riches in




exchange for help. Marvel is terrified but
also intrigued by the prospect of easy
money. He agrees to help Griffin retrieve
his stolen notebooks and chemical
apparatus from the inn. This partnership
is a crucial element in the chapter wise
summary of The Invisible Man, as it
introduces the idea that Griffin needs
human assistance despite his power.

Chapter 10: The
Raid on Iping

Griffin and Marvel return to Iping at night
to steal back the notebooks. The raid
goes poorly. Griffin is spotted, and a
violent confrontation erupts. Chairs are
thrown, windows are broken, and people
are injured. In the chaos, Griffin forgets
his precious notebooks. Marvel,
however, manages to escape with them.
This betrayal marks a turning point.
Griffin loses his research, which is the
only way he might reverse the invisibility
process.

Chapter 11: The
Story of Griffin's
Discovery

This chapter is the first part of Griffin's
extended flashback. He explains that he
was a brilliant but impoverished medical
student who discovered the secret of
changing a body's refractive index to
make it invisible. He conducted
experiments on himself without fully
understanding the consequences. The
chapter wise summary of The
Invisible Man now delves into the
psychology of a man who chose isolation

and risk for the sake of scientific
ambition.

Chapter 12: The
Torment of
Invisibility

Griffin describes the practical horrors of
being invisible. He cannot eat because
food remains visible inside his body. He
must remain completely naked to stay
invisible, which means he cannot endure
cold weather. He cannot sleep in public
places for fear of being discovered. The
initial thrill of his power quickly gives
way to loneliness, hunger, and
desperation. Wells uses this chapter to

show that invisibility is not liberating—it
is a prison.

DESCENT INTO VIOLENCE:
CHAPTERS 13 THROUGH 18

Chapter 13: The
Murder of Mr.
Wicksteed

Griffin, now desperate and hungry, kills
an innocent passerby named Mr.
Wicksteed to steal his money and
clothing. This is the novel's first murder,
and it marks the point of no return.
Griffin admits in his narrative that he
enjoyed the act of violence. This cold-
blooded confession makes it clear that
Griffin is no longer a tragic figure—he is
a monster. The chapter wise summary
of The Invisible Man takes a dark turn
as the story moves from horror to
outright tragedy.
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Chapter 14: The
Reign of Terror
Begins

News of the murder spreads, and the
entire region descends into panic. People
barricade themselves in their homes.
Armed patrols scour the countryside.
The government becomes involved, and
posters are issued warning the public.
Griffin, now fully embracing his power,
declares that he will begin a "reign of
terror" to force society to bow to his will.
He imagines himself as a tyrant who
cannot be stopped.

Chapter 15: The
Search for
Marvel

Griffin tracks down Thomas Marvel, who
has hidden the notebooks. The
confrontation between them is tense and
violent. Marvel, terrified for his life,
eventually reveals where he has hidden
the books. Griffin recovers them but now
realizes that trust is impossible. He is
completely alone.

Chapter 16: The
Battle in the
Village

Griffin attacks several people in a small
village, stealing food and clothing. The
villagers fight back with improvised
weapons. The chaos is total. Griffin kills

several people but is also wounded. The
chapter wise summary of The
Invisible Man shows that even an
invisible man is vulnerable when enough
people are willing to fight.

Chapter 17: The
Doctor's Gambit

Dr. Kemp becomes the central figure in
the second half of the novel. He is a
medical doctor who understands the
science behind Griffin's condition. Griffin
arrives at Kemp's home, seeking an ally.
Kemp, however, is horrified by Griffin's
actions and secretly contacts the
authorities.

Chapter 18:
Griffin's Plan for
World
Domination

Griffin explains his grand plan to Kemp.
He intends to create an army of invisible
beings to overthrow governments and
establish himself as a dictator. Kemp
listens in growing horror, realizing that
Griffin is not just a criminal—he is a
revolutionary with a terrifying vision.
This chapter is the ideological heart of
the chapter wise summary of The
Invisible Man, as it lays out the full
scope of Griffin's ambition.

THE FINAL CONFRONTATION:
CHAPTERS 19 THROUGH 22




Chapter 19: The

Betrayal of Dr

Kemp

Kemp sends a message to the police,
revealing  Griffin's  location.  Griffin
discovers the betrayal and swears
revenge. He attacks Kemp's home,
breaking windows and threatening to kill
everyone inside. Kemp manages to
escape, but his home is destroyed. The
personal vendetta between the two men
becomes the focus of the plot.

Chapter 20: The
Hunt for Griffin
Intensifies

The police organize a massive manhunt.
Dogs are brought in to track Griffin by
scent. Citizens arm themselves. The
entire region becomes a battlefield.
Griffin is wounded multiple times but
continues to fight. The chapter wise
summary of The Invisible Man
becomes a story of survival as Griffin's

resources dwindle.

Chapter 21: The
Siege at Kemp's
House

Griffin lays siege to Dr. Kemp's new safe
house. He attacks anyone who tries to
enter or leave. Kemp, trapped inside,
must devise a plan to capture or kill the
invisible man. This chapter is a tense
cat-and-mouse game, with Kemp using
his knowledge of Griffin's psychology to
predict his actions.

Chapter 22: The
Death of the
Invisible Man

In the novel's climactic scene, a crowd of
villagers and police surround Griffin in a
muddy ditch. They hit him with shovels,
sticks, and rocks. As Griffin is beaten, his
invisibility fades, and his body gradually
becomes visible again. The sight is both
horrifying and pitiful. He dies with a look
of anguish on his face. His final
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