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THE TIMELESS
RESONANCE OF
"NEVER ENDING
STORY" BY LEE
SEUNG CHUL: A
DEEP DIVE INTO
THE LYRICS AND
TRANSLATION

There  are  songs  that
entertain,  and  then
there  are  songs  that
embed themselves into
the very  fabric  of  our
memories.  Lee  Seung
Chul's  iconic  ballad,
"Never  Ending  Story,"
belongs  firmly  in  the

latter  category.  Since
its  release,  this  track
has  transcended  its
origins  to  become  a
cultural  touchstone  in
Korea  and  among  K-
p o p  a n d  b a l l a d
enthusiasts  worldwide.
For  those  seeking  a
deeper  understanding
of  this  masterpiece,
exploring  the  Never
Ending  Story  Lee
Seung  Chul  lyrics
translation is not just
a n  e x e r c i s e  i n
l inguistics;  it  is  an
i n v i t a t i o n  t o
experience  the  raw
emotion  and  poetic
depth that have made
this  song  an  eternal
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favorite.  This  article
p r o v i d e s  a
comprehensive look at
t h e  s o n g ,  i t s
background,  and  a
detai led,  nuanced
English  translation  of
its  heartfelt  lyrics.

THE MAN BEHIND
THE LEGEND: WHO
IS LEE SEUNG
CHUL?

To fully appreciate the
weight of the lyrics, it
i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o
understand  the  artist.
Lee  Seung  Chul  is  a
monumental  figure  in
Korean  rock  and  pop
music. Debuting in the
late 1980s, he quickly
established  himself
with  h is  powerful ,
soulful  voice  and  his
ab i l i t y  t o  convey
profound  vulnerability.
Often  drawing  from
p e r s o n a l
tragedy—including  the
devastating loss of his
family  in  a  fire—his

m u s i c  c a r r i e s  a n
authent i c i ty  that
resonates  deeply  with
l i s teners .  "Never
Ending Story," released
in 2000 as part of his
7 t h  a l b u m ,  i s  a
t e s t a m e n t  t o  h i s
enduring artistry. It is a
song  that  perfectly
encapsu la tes  h i s
s ignature  sty le :  a
soaring  rock  ballad
anchored by emotional
g r a v i t a s .
Understanding  this
context  is  key  to  any
a c c u r a t e  N e v e r
Ending  Story  Lee
Seung  Chul  lyrics
translation,  as  the
artist's life experiences
infuse every word with
a sense of longing and
enduring hope.

THE SONG'S
CULTURAL AND
MUSICAL LEGACY

" N e v e r  E n d i n g
Story"  is  more  than
just a hit single; it is a
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generational  anthem.
Its powerful chorus and
sweeping orchestration
have made it a staple
at  concerts,  karaoke
rooms,  and  emotional
montages  in  Korean
media. The song's title
i t s e l f  s u g g e s t s  a
n a r r a t i v e  t h a t
continues  beyond  the
final  note—a  story  of
love,  loss,  and  the
eternal  human  desire
to hold onto something
beautiful.  The  melody
builds gradually from a
gentle,  introspective
verse into a cathartic,
explos ive  chorus,
m i r r o r i n g  t h e
emotional  journey
described in the lyrics.
For  international  fans,
accessing  a  faithful
Never  Ending  Story
Lee  Seung  Chu l
lyrics  translation
unlocks  the  final  piece
of this puzzle, allowing
them  to  connect  with
the song on the same

profound  leve l  as
native  speakers.

A DETAILED
BREAKDOWN OF
THE "NEVER
ENDING STORY"
LYRICS
TRANSLATION

The following is a line-
by-line  exploration  of
the  Korean  lyrics  and
t h e i r  t r a n s l a t e d
m e a n i n g .  T h i s
translation  prioritizes
emotional  accuracy
and  natural  English
flow  over  rigid
literalness,  aiming  to
capture  the  poetic
essence  Lee  Seung
Chul  intended.  This  is
the  definitive  guide  to
the  Never  Ending
Story  Lee  Seung
C h u l  l y r i c s
translation .
(Note:  This  translation
is  for  interpretation
and  apprec ia t i on
purposes.)



4

4 Never Ending Story Lee Seung Chul
Lyrics Translation

2023-05-27

Verse 1:
The
Beginning
of an
Eternal
Promise
The song opens with a
g e n t l e ,  a l m o s t
whispered  promise.
The narrator speaks of
a vow made under the
s t a r l i g h t ,  a
commitment that feels
b o t h  f r a g i l e  a n d
unbreakab le .  The
imagery  is  soft  and
intimate,  setting  the
stage for  a  story  that
feels both personal and
universal.

Korean
(Romanized):
*Geu byeorui

bichi naege
dagawaseo*
English
Translation:
The light of that
star comes to
me,
Korean
(Romanized):
*Neoreul
hyanghan naui
sarangeul
kkaeuda*
English
Translation:
Awakening my
love for you.

T h i s  o p e n i n g
establishes the cosmic
scale of  the narrator's
feelings. The star is not
just a celestial body; it
i s  a  w i tness  and  a
catalyst for a love that
feels  predestined.  An
a c c u r a t e  N e v e r
Ending  Story  Lee
Seung  Chul  lyrics
translation  must
convey  this  sense  of
f a t e  a n d  g e n t l e
awakening,  not  just  a
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s i m p l e  r o m a n t i c
declaration.

Pre-
Chorus:
The
Rising
Tide of
Emotion
A s  t h e  s o n g
progresses,  the  music
swells,  and  the  lyrics
reflect  a  growing
intensity.  The  focus
shifts from the external
( t h e  s t a r )  t o  t h e
internal (the heartbeat,
the tears). The narrator
is overwhelmed by the
memory and presence
of their beloved.

Korean
(Romanized):
*Meomchul su

eomneun i
sunganeul*
English
Translation: For
this moment that
cannot be
stopped,
Korean
(Romanized):
*Neowa hamkke
haejwo*
English
Translation:
Please be with
me.

The plea is simple yet
d e s p e r a t e .  T h e
"moment"  is  fleeting,
and  the  narrator  is
acutely aware of time's
passage. This section is
crucial  in  any  Never
Ending  Story  Lee
Seung  Chul  lyrics
translation because it
b r idges  the  qu ie t
promise  of  the  verse
with  the  explosive
declarat ion  of  the
chorus.
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The
Chorus:
The
Powerful,
Cathartic
Core
This is the heart of the
song. Lee Seung Chul's
vo i ce  soa rs  as  he
delivers  the  central
theme:  a  story  that
never ends, a love that
refuses to fade.

Korean
(Romanized): *I
never ending
story*
English
Translation:
This never-
ending story,
Korean
(Romanized):

*Neowa na e
daehan yaegi*
English
Translation:
The tale of you
and me,
Korean
(Romanized):
*Ijen kkeuchi
nayo*
English
Translation:
Does it end now?
Korean
(Romanized):
*Tashi
sijakaejwo*
English
Translation:
Please start it
again.

This is the most iconic
part  of  the  song.  The
contrast  between  the
title  "Never  Ending
S t o r y "  a n d  t h e
desperate  question,
"Does  it  end  now?"
creates  a  powerful
tension. The narrator is
clinging  to  the  hope
that  the  story,  their
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shared history, can be
revived.  A  top-tier
Never  Ending  Story
Lee  Seung  Chu l
lyrics  translation
captures this  paradox:
an eternal story facing
the  possibility  of  its
c o n c l u s i o n .  T h e
repetition  of  the  plea,
"Please start it again,"
is a raw, unforgettable
cry of longing.

Verse 2:
Reflection
s and
Shared
Pain
The second verse often
d e e p e n s  t h e
introspection.  The
lyrics  shift  to  shared
experiences  and  the
recognition  of  pain
within the relationship.

Korean
(Romanized):
*Namanui gieok
soge nega
itdamyeon*
English
Translation: If
you exist only in
my memories,
Korean
(Romanized):
*Nae sumi
meomchwodo
nan
gwaenchanha*
English
Translation:
Even if my
breath stops, I
am okay.

This verse introduces a
sacrificial  element.  The
narrator  suggests  that
their  own existence is
seconda ry  t o  t he
preservation  of  the
b e l o v e d  i n  t h e i r
memory .  Th is  i s  a
powerful, almost tragic
declaration  of  love.  A
c o m p l e t e  N e v e r
Ending  Story  Lee
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Seung  Chul  lyrics
translation  cannot
ignore  this  shift  from
hopeful  longing  to  a
more  profound,  even
desperate,  devotion.

Bridge:
The
Climax of
Desperati
on and
Release
The  bridge  typically
serves as a moment of
climax,  stripping away
the  instrumentals  to
focus on the raw voice
and emotion. The lyrics
here  are  often  the
most  vulnerable.

Korean
(Romanized):
*Neo eopsin

dubeon dasin sal
su eopsseo*
English
Translation:
Without you, I
cannot live
again, not even
once.
Korean
(Romanized):
*Neol ilheun nal
gyeondil suga
eopsseo*
English
Translation: I
cannot endure
the day I lost
you.

This  is  the  emotional
climax.  The  narrator
moves from hoping to
p lead ing ,  then  to
d e c l a r i n g  a
f u n d a m e n t a l
dependency .  The
language  becomes
stark  and  absolute.
This  section  provides
the  emotional  payoff
for the entire song and
is a critical component
of any thorough Never
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Ending  Story  Lee
Seung  Chul  lyrics
translation.

Final
Chorus
and
Outro: An
Endless
Echo
The  final  chorus  is
repeated  with  even
more  intensity,  often
w i t h  a d - l i b s  a n d
soaring  vocals  that
speak  to  a  cathartic
re lease.  The  song
doesn't  truly  end;  it
fades out,  leaving the
story  hanging  in  the
air.  This  structural
choice is deliberate—it
mirrors  the  title.  The
story,  like  the  music,

continues  in  the mind
o f  the  l i s t ene r .  A
Never  Ending  Story
Lee  Seung  Chu l
lyrics  translation
aims to leave a similar
echo of  feeling in  the
heart  of  the  English-
speaking reader.

WHY A GOOD
TRANSLATION
MATTERS

F o r  n o n - K o r e a n
speakers,  a  song  is
often  enjoyed  for  its
melody  and  voca l
delivery.  However,
d i s c o v e r i n g  t h e
meaning  behind  the
words  can  transform
t h e  l i s t e n i n g
experience.  A  faithful
Never  Ending  Story
Lee  Seung  Chu l
lyrics  translation
does  not  just  convert
words;  it  interprets
culture,  emotion,  and
poet i c  nuance .  I t
e x p l a i n s  w h y  a
particular  phrase  is
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heartbreaking,  or  why
a  specific  word  choice
elevates  a  simple  line
into poetry. The song's
themes  of  enduring
love, memory, and the
f e a r  o f  l o s s  a r e
universal ,  but  the
specific  way  they  are
expressed  in  Korean
adds a layer of beauty
that  translation  seeks
to,  i f  not  perfectly
repl icate,  at  least
honor.

THE UNIVERSAL
APPEAL OF "NEVER
ENDING STORY"

The  song  resonates
because it doesn't shy
away from the fragility
o f  l o v e .  I t
acknowledges  that  all
stories, even the most
beautiful,  face  the
threat  of  an  ending.
B u t  r a t h e r  t h a n
succumbing to despair,
the narrator fights back
with sheer vocal power
and emotional honesty.

This  is  why,  even  20
years after its release,
"Never  Ending  Story"
remains a staple. It is a
sonic reminder that the
most  powerful  stories
are the ones we refuse
to  let  end.  For  those
seeking  the  Never
Ending  Story  Lee
Seung  Chul  lyrics
trans lat ion ,  the
reward  is  a  deeper
connect ion  to  this
timeless  anthem  of
r e s i l i e n c e  a n d
devotion.

CONCLUSION: THE
STORY CONTINUES

Lee  Seung  Chu l ' s
"Never Ending Story" is
more than a song; it is
a n  e m o t i o n a l
landmark.  Its  power
lies  not  in  complex
wordplay,  but  in  its
direct,  heartfelt  plea
for a love to continue.
Whether  you  are  a
long-time fan or a new
listener discovering the
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song  for  the  first  time,
understanding  the
Never  Ending  Story
Lee  Seung  Chu l
lyrics  translation  is
the key to unlocking its
full, profound impact. It
is a story of holding on,
of believing that some
connections  are  so
s t r o n g  t h e y  c a n

withstand  even  the
threat  of  silence  and
s e p a r a t i o n .  A n d
indeed,  as  the  music
f a d e s ,  t h e  s t o r y
endures—a  never-
ending  echo  in  the
hearts of everyone who
has  ever  loved  and
hoped  for  a  second
chance.


