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UNLOCKING THE MAGIC OF NEVERLAND: A COMPLETE
GUIDE TO THE PETER PAN JR SCRIPT

For generations, the story of the boy who wouldn't grow up has
captivated audiences of all ages. From J.M. Barrie’s original play
to  the  beloved  Disney  animated  film,  Peter  Pan  remains  a
timeless symbol of adventure, imagination, and the bittersweet
nature of childhood. For educators, community theatre directors,
and youth group leaders, bringing this classic tale to the stage is
a dream come true. However, producing a full-scale musical can
be daunting. This is where the Peter Pan Jr Script comes into
play. This specially adapted version offers a fantastic opportunity
for young performers to experience the magic of Neverland in a
manageable,  high-quality  production.  In  this  comprehensive
guide, we will explore everything you need to know about the
Peter  Pan  Jr  Script,  from  its  structure  and  licensing  to
production tips and educational benefits.

WHAT EXACTLY IS THE PETER PAN JR SCRIPT?

The  Peter  Pan  Jr  Script  is  an  officially  licensed,  shortened
adaptation of the full-length Broadway musical, itself based on

the  classic  Disney  film and  J.M.  Barrie’s  original  story.  Designed
specifically  for  performance  by  young actors  and  actresses,  this
"junior"  version  retains  all  the  beloved  characters,  iconic
dialogue, and memorable songs—like "I'm Flying," "Following the
Leader,"  and  "You  Can  Fly!"—but  condenses  the  runtime  to
approximately 60 to 70 minutes. This makes it an ideal choice for
school drama clubs, summer camps, and youth theatres where
rehearsal time is limited and attention spans are a consideration.
The script is published by Music Theatre International (MTI) as
part of their MTI Broadway Junior collection. This collection is
renowned for  providing age-appropriate,  professionally  crafted
adaptations of major musicals. The Peter Pan Jr Script is not
just an amateur rewrite; it is a carefully curated piece of theatre
that  maintains  the integrity  and wonder  of  the original  while
offering  flexible  casting  options  and  simplified  staging
requirements.  It  truly  opens  the  door  for  young thespians  to
tackle a professional-grade show.

The Core Story: Still the
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Same Magic
At its heart, the Peter Pan Jr Script follows the same beloved
narrative.  Wendy  Darling,  along  with  her  brothers  John  and
Michael, is whisked away to the magical world of Neverland by
the mischievous Peter Pan. They encounter the Lost Boys, the
fierce  but  friendly  Tiger  Lily  and  her  tribe,  and  the  treacherous
Captain  Hook  and  his  bumbling  pirates.  The  story  explores
themes of bravery, loyalty, and the importance of family, all set
against a backdrop of swashbuckling adventure and fairy dust.
The junior  adaptation streamlines some of  the more complex
subplots, focusing on the main emotional arc—Wendy’s coming-
of-age and Peter’s  refusal  to  grow up—to create a  clear  and
compelling story for both the cast and the audience.

KEY FEATURES OF THE OFFICIAL PETER PAN JR
SCRIPT

What  sets  the  official  Peter  Pan  Jr  Script  apart  from  other
adaptations or school play versions? Several key features make it
the gold standard for youth productions.

Age-Appropriate Length: At roughly one hour, the show
is short enough to keep young actors and audiences
engaged, without sacrificing the story's emotional depth or
adventure.
Flexible Casting: The script is written with flexible casting
in mind. Many roles can be played by actors of any gender,
and the ensemble size is easily adjustable. The show

typically calls for a cast of 15 to 30, but can be expanded
with additional Lost Boys, pirates, and children.
Simplified Music and Orchestrations: The musical
arrangements are simplified for younger voices. The keys
are often lowered or adjusted, and the orchestrations
(available as digital tracks) are designed to support—not
overwhelm—young singers. This is a huge advantage for
music directors working with developing vocalists.
Complete Production Resources: When you license the
Peter Pan Jr Script, you’re not just getting a book of
dialogue. The licensing package typically includes a
director's guide, choreography videos, piano/vocal scores,
and digital orchestral tracks. This wealth of resources is
invaluable for first-time directors or those with limited
production experience.
Clear Stage Directions: The script includes detailed, yet
simple, stage directions. These are designed to be easy for
young actors to follow and understand, while also leaving
room for creative interpretation by the director.

Iconic Songs and Musical
Numbers
The music is the heart of any musical, and the Peter Pan Jr
Script  retains  the  most  beloved  numbers  from  the  Disney
classic. While some reprises might be shortened, the core songs
are all present.
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I'm Flying: The show's signature moment, where Peter1.
teaches the Darling children to fly. This number is often a
highlight, filled with wonder and theatrical magic.
Following the Leader: An energetic, march-like song for2.
the Lost Boys, perfect for showcasing the ensemble’s
youthful energy.
You Can Fly! A beautiful, reprise-like song that reinforces3.
the central theme of believing in yourself.
Your Mother and Mine: A tender and emotional song for4.
Wendy, expressing her maternal instincts and love for her
family. This is often a standout moment for the actress
playing Wendy.
Hook's Waltz: A wonderfully villainous and campy number5.
for Captain Hook, allowing the actor to ham it up while
singing a surprisingly elegant tune.
I Won't Grow Up: The anthem of the Lost Boys and Peter6.
Pan, a defiant and joyful declaration of eternal childhood.

WHY CHOOSE THE PETER PAN JR SCRIPT FOR YOUR
PRODUCTION?

There are many reasons why this particular script has become a
staple in youth theatre.

Educational and

Developmental Benefits
Performing in a musical is a powerful educational tool. The Peter
Pan  Jr  Script  is  particularly  effective  because  it  is  challenging
yet achievable. Students learn a range of skills, including:

Collaboration: Putting on a show of this scale requires
teamwork, from the cast to the crew building the set.
Confidence: Mastering lines, songs, and choreography
builds immense self-esteem in young performers.
Literacy and Communication: The script uses classic
language and strong dialogue, helping students with
reading comprehension and vocal expression.
Empathy: Stepping into the shoes of a character—whether
it’s the brave Wendy, the mischievous Peter, or the
villainous Hook—helps students develop emotional
intelligence.

Accessibility for All Skill
Levels
One of the greatest strengths of the Peter Pan Jr Script is its
accessibility.  It  is  designed for middle school  and high school
students, but can be adapted for upper elementary grades with
some directorial adjustments. The dialogue is clear and direct,
and the songs are written in ranges suitable for young voices.
This  means  that  students  with  varying  levels  of  singing  and
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acting  experience  can  all  find  a  place  in  the  production.  The
flexible  casting  also  allows  directors  to  give  smaller,  supportive
roles to less experienced actors, allowing them to learn in a low-
pressure environment.

A Budget-Friendly
Professional Experience
Producing a full-scale musical can be incredibly expensive. The
Peter  Pan  Jr  Script  offers  a  cost-effective  alternative.  The
licensing fees are significantly lower than those for the full-length
show, and the production demands are simpler. You don't need a
full pit orchestra (digital tracks work wonderfully), and the sets
can be minimal and suggestive rather than literal. This allows
schools  and  community  groups  to  put  their  budget  towards
costumes, props, and a few key scenic elements that create the
most impact, such as a large pirate ship or a starry Neverland
backdrop.

HOW TO LICENSE AND OBTAIN THE PETER PAN JR
SCRIPT

Acquiring  the  official  Peter  Pan  Jr  Script  is  a  straightforward
process, but it's crucial to do it correctly to respect copyright
laws. You cannot simply purchase a script online and perform the
show; you must obtain a performance license. The sole licensing
agent for this title is Music Theatre International (MTI).

Step-by-Step Licensing
Process

Visit the MTI Website: Go to the MTIshows.com website1.
and search for "Peter Pan Jr."
Review the Show Details: You will find a comprehensive2.
page with information about the cast size, music, and
production requirements.
Request a Quote: MTI provides an online form to request3.
a licensing quote. You will need to provide details about
your organization (school, community theatre), the
performance dates, and the expected number of
performances.
Receive the Contract: MTI will send you a formal4.
licensing contract outlining the fees and terms. These fees
are typically based on your organization's size and the
number of performances.
Pay and Receive Materials: Once you sign and pay for5.
the license, you will gain access to the digital materials,
including the Peter Pan Jr Script, score, and production
resources. Physical scripts can also be ordered at an
additional cost.
Do Not Use Pirated Copies: It is illegal and unethical to6.
use photocopied or downloaded scripts from unauthorized
sources. Licensing the show supports the authors and
ensures you have the correct, legal version.
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TIPS FOR DIRECTING A PRODUCTION OF PETER PAN
JR

Bringing  Neverland  to  life  on  a  school  stage  is  a  delightful
challenge.  Here are a few tips for  directors  working with the
Peter Pan Jr Script.

Mastering the Flying Effect
The most iconic element of any Peter Pan production is the flying.
For a school production, you don't need a complex professional
flying system. Consider simpler, theatrical solutions:

Wires and Harnesses: If your budget allows, you can hire
a professional flying company that specializes in safe,
simple flying effects for youth theatre.
Staging and Illusion: You can suggest flying through
creative staging. Use rolling platforms, ladders, actors
walking on tiptoe with arms outstretched, or silhouette
projections against a backlight. The audience's imagination
is a powerful tool.
Focus on the Acting: The most important element is the
actors' belief in the action. If Peter and Wendy look like

they are flying (with wide eyes and joyful expressions), the
audience will believe it too.

Casting Against Type
One of the joys of the Peter Pan Jr Script is the opportunity for
actors to play roles outside their normal comfort zone. Encourage
students to audition for roles they might not initially consider. A
quiet girl might make a fantastic, sly Tinker Bell, and a shy boy
might find his voice as the bombastic Captain Hook. The script's
flexible  casting  also  supports  this,  allowing  for  a  great  deal  of
creativity  in  gender-blind  or  non-traditional  casting.

Emphasising the Heart of
the Story
While the sword fights and flying are exciting, the emotional core
of the story lies in the relationship between Peter and Wendy. As
a director, spend time with your actors exploring the emotions of
the  final  scene.  Why does  Peter  not  want  to  grow up?  Why is  it
hard for Wendy to leave?


