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RETURN TO THE
HIGH COUNTRY:
AN IN-DEPTH LOOK
AT THE MAN FROM
SNOWY RIVER 2
MOVIE

Few films capture the
raw beauty and rugged
spirit of the Australian
outback quite like the
original The Man From
Snowy River. Released
in 1982, it became a
cultural phenomenon,
beloved for its
breathtaking
cinematography,
heartfelt storytelling,
and iconic horse-riding

sequences. When the
sequel arrived in 1988,
audiences were eager
to return to the high
country. The Man
From Snowy River 2
Movie, also known as
The Man From Snowy
River Il or Return to
Snowy River, takes the
legacy of the original
and expands it into a
new chapter of
adventure, romance,
and redemption. This
article offers a
comprehensive
exploration of the film,
its story, its characters,
and its enduring place
in cinema history.

Set several years after
the events of the first
film, this sequel


https://app.ardentx.com/

reunites audiences
with Jim Craig, a young
man who has grown
into a confident and
capable horseman. The
film deepens  the
themes of courage,
family, and the bond
between humans and
animals that made the
original so memorable.
For fans of classic
adventure cinema and
Australian storytelling,
The Man From
Snowy River 2 Movie
remains a rewarding
experience that stands
on its own merits.

The Story
Continues
. Plot

Overview

The Man From
Snowy River 2 Movie
picks up the narrative

some years after Jim
Craig proved his worth
by riding down the
treacherous mountain
slopes to capture the
legendary wild stallion.
Now a proud
landowner, Jim is
working hard to build a
future on his family
property. However, his
plans are disrupted
when a wealthy and
ruthless landowner,
Alistair Patton, arrives
with a scheme to take
over the valley and
drive out the smaller
settlers.

Patton is determined to
seize control of the
land, and he uses
underhanded tactics to
pressure Jim and his
neighbors. The conflict
escalates when a
magnificent black
stallion, the son of the
horse Jim captured in
the first film, s
captured by Patton's
men. Jim recognizes
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the stallion's spirit and
decides to rescue it,
leading to a dangerous
journey through the
rugged high country.

The story weaves
together themes of
justice, loyalty, and the
fight for the Iland.
Along the way, Jim
must also confront his
past and his feelings
for Jessica Harrison,
the spirited woman he
left behind. Their
reunion is complicated
by Patton's son, who
has his own designs on
Jessica. The film builds
toward a thrilling
climax that features
some of the most
memorable horse-
riding sequences ever
captured on film.

Key

Character
s and
Performa
nces

The success of The
Man From Snowy
River 2 Movie rests
heavily on its cast, and
the performances bring
depth and authenticity
to the story.

e Tom Burlinson
as Jim Craig:
Burlinson
reprises his role
with confidence
and maturity. His
Jim Craig is no
longer the
uncertain young
man of the
original; he is
now a
determined and
capable hero.
Burlinson



performs many
of his own riding
stunts, adding a
genuine sense of
danger and skill
to the action
sequences.
Sigrid Thornton
as Jessica
Harrison:
Thornton returns
as the strong-
willed and
independent
Jessica. Her
character is
given more
agency in this
sequel, and her
chemistry with
Burlinson
remains a
highlight. Jessica
is torn between
her feelings for
Jim and the
expectations of
her family and
society.

Brian Dennehy
as Harrison:
The late, great

Brian Dennehy
brings gravitas to
the role of
Jessica's father.
His character is
more nuanced in
this film,
struggling with
his own decisions
and the future of
his family.
Nicholas Eadie
as Alistair
Patton: Eadie is
suitably
villainous as the
greedy
landowner. He
represents the
forces of
progress and
exploitation that
threaten the
traditional way of
life in the high
country.

Mark Pennell
as Seb: Pennell
plays Patton's
son, a complex
character who is
both a rival to
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Jimand a
product of his
father's
harshness.

The supporting cast,
including the return of
characters like Spur,
adds continuity and
warmth to the story.
The performances are
grounded and sincere,
which helps the film's

more dramatic
moments land
effectively.

Themes
and
Emotional
Core

At its heart, The Man
From Snowy River 2
Movie is a story about
standing up for what is
right. The film explores
the tension between

progress and
preservation, wealth
and community, power
and justice. Jim Craig
represents the values
of hard work, integrity,
and respect for the
land. His battle against
Patton is not just a
personal vendetta; it is
a fight for the soul of
the valley.

The film also delves
into the theme of
second chances. Jim
and Jessica are given
an opportunity to
rekindle their
relationship, but they
must both overcome
pride and past hurts.
Their journey is a
reminder that love
requires courage and
vulnerability. The bond
between Jim and the
wild stallion also
mirrors this
theme—Dboth horse and
man are independent
spirits who must learn
to trust.



The connection to
nature is central to the
film. The high country
is not just a backdrop;
it is a character in its
own right. The
filmmakers capture the
majesty of the
Australian Alps, from
misty valleys to
soaring peaks. This
reverence for the
natural world elevates
the film beyond a
simple adventure
story.

Productio
n and
Cinemato

graphy

One of the most
striking aspects of The
Man From Snowy
River 2 Movie is its
visual grandeur. The
film was shot on

location in Victoria,
Australia, including the
stunning areas around
Mansfield and the
Mount Buffalo National
Park. The
cinematography by
Keith  Wagstaff s
breathtaking, capturing
the changing seasons
and the raw power of
the landscape.

The horse-riding
sequences are a
technical marvel. The
filmmakers used skilled
riders and trained
horses to create
scenes of real danger
and excitement. The
climactic chase, which
involves Jim riding
down a steep slope to
rescue the stallion, is a
standout moment.
Unlike modern films
that rely heavily on
CGil, this sequel uses
practical stunts and
real horses, which
gives the action an
undeniable

6 The Man From Snowy River 2 2024-12-22
Movie



The Man From Snowy River 2 Movie 7

authenticity.

The music, composed
by Bruce Rowland, is
another highlight. The
score blends sweeping
orchestral themes with
folk-inspired melodies
that evoke the spirit of
the Australian bush.
The main theme, based
on the poem by Banjo
Paterson, is both
rousing and poignant.
The music helps to
underscore the
emotional beats of the
story, from moments of
tender romance to
scenes of high
adventure.

Reception
and
Legacy

Upon its release in
1988, The Man From
Snowy River 2 Movie
received mixed

reviews from critics but
was embraced by
audiences. Some critics
felt that it lacked the
freshness and
emotional impact of
the original, while
others praised its

ambitious action
sequences and
beautiful

cinematography. The
film performed well at
the box office,
particularly in Australia
and the United States,
where it found a loyal
audience among fans
of family-friendly
adventure films.

Over time, the film has
gained a reputation as
a worthy sequel. It may
not have the same
iconic status as the
original, but it has its
own strengths. The
performances are
strong, the story is
engaging, and the
production values are
high. For many



viewers, the film
represents a nostalgic
return to the world
they fell in love with in
1982.

The film also helped to
solidify the legacy of
the original story.
While Banjo Paterson's
poem had been a
beloved piece of
Australian literature for
generations, the films
brought it to a global
audience. The Man
From Snowy River 2
Movie introduced new
viewers to the
landscape, culture, and
values of rural
Australia.

Comparin
g the
Original

and the
Sequel

It is natural for fans to
compare The Man
From Snowy River 2

Movie to its
predecessor. The
original film is a

classic, praised for its
tight storytelling,
emotional depth, and
groundbreaking stunt
work. The sequel is
broader in scope, with
a larger cast and more
complex plot. Some
viewers prefer the
simpler, more intimate
story of the first film,
while others appreciate
the ambition of the
sequel.

Key differences

include:

1. Tone: The
original has a
more
melancholic and
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reflective tone,
while the sequel
leans into
adventure and
romance.

. Action: The
sequel has more
extended action
sequences,
including a
longer and more
elaborate climax.
. Character
Development:
Jim Craig is
already a mature
hero in the
sequel, so his
journey is less
about self-
discovery and
more about
defending his
values.

. Villain: The
original had a
more ambiguous
antagonist in
Harrison, while
the sequel
presents a clear-
cut villain in

Patton.
Both films share a
deep respect for the
land and a

commitment to
authentic storytelling.
Together, they form a
complete narrative arc
for Jim Craig, from
uncertain youth to
confident man. For
fans of the first film,
the sequel offers a
satisfying continuation
of the story.

The
Cultural
Impact of
the
Snowy



River
Films

The two Snowy River

films have left an
indelible mark on
Australian popular

culture. They helped to
revive interest in the
Australian bush ballad
tradition and
introduced a new
generation to the
poetry of Banjo
Paterson. The films
also boosted tourism in
the Victorian high
country, with fans
traveling to see the
locations where the
movies were filmed.

The Man From
Snowy River 2 Movie
contributed to this
legacy by reinforcing
the themes of
resilience,

independence, and
love for the land. The
films have been
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referenced in other
media, from television
shows to music, and
they continue to be
discovered by new
audiences through
streaming and home
video.

The iconic image of a
lone horseman riding
down a steep mountain
slope has become a
symbol of Australian
cinema. It represents
the daring spirit and
deep connection to
nature that define the
country's national
identity. The Snowy
River films, including
the sequel, are a
testament to the power
of storytelling to
capture the heart of a
nation.

Final
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Thoughts

on The
Man From
Snowy
River 2

Movie

For anyone who loves
classic adventure
cinema, The Man
From Snowy River 2
Movie is well worth
watching. It offers a
compelling story,
memorable characters,
and some of the most
beautiful landscapes
ever captured on film.
While it may not reach
the heights of the
original, it stands as a
respectful and
engaging continuation
of the story.
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Whether you are a
longtime fan returning
to the high country or a
new viewer discovering
the world of Jim Craig
for the first time, this
sequel delivers an
experience that is both
thrilling and heartfelt.
It reminds us of the
importance of courage,
loyalty, and the bonds
that tie us to the land
and to each other.

In an era of CGl-heavy
blockbusters, there is
something refreshing
about a film that relies
on real horses, real
landscapes, and real
emotion. The Man
From Snowy River 2
Movie is a tribute to a
simpler kind of
filmmaking, one that
values authenticity and
storytelling above
spectacle. It is a film
that deserves to be
remembered and
cherished.



Conclusio
n

The Man From
Snowy River 2 Movie
is more than just a
sequel; it is a
continuation of a
beloved story that has
resonated with
audiences for decades.
With its stunning
cinematography,
strong performances,
and timeless themes,
the film remains a
worthy companion to
the original. Whether
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you are drawn to the
adventure, the
romance, or the
breathtaking beauty of
the Australian high
country, this film offers
something for
everyone. It stands as
a testament to the
enduring appeal of
Banjo Paterson's
poetry and the power
of cinema to bring that
world to life. For fans of
Australian  film and
classic storytelling, this
sequel is a journey
worth taking. Return to
Snowy River, and
rediscover the magic of
the high country.

12

The Man From Snowy River 2 2024-12-22

Movie



