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UNDERSTANDING
THE LEVEL 1
ANTITERRORISM
AWARENESS
TRAINING PRE
TEST

T h e  L e v e l  1
A n t i t e r r o r i s m
Awareness  Training
Pre Test  serves as a
critical  first  step  for
military  personnel,
Department of Defense
c i v i l i a n s ,  a n d
contractors  who  must
complete  mandated
security  education.

This initial  assessment
is  designed  to  gauge
baseline  knowledge
before  participants
d i v e  i n t o  t h e  f u l l
training  course.  While
many  v i ew  i t  a s  a
s imple  fo rmal i ty ,
understanding  i ts
purpose  and  structure
can  significantly
impact  your  success.
The  pre-test  is  not
merely  a  hurdle  to
clear; it is a diagnostic
tool  that  highlights
areas requiring focused
study.  By approaching
i t  w i t h  t h e  r i g h t
mindse t ,  you  can
t r a n s f o r m  t h i s
preliminary  evaluation
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i n t o  a  s t r a t e g i c
a d v a n t a g e  f o r
m a s t e r i n g
a n t i t e r r o r i s m
a w a r e n e s s
fundamentals.
The  pre-test  typically
consists  of  multiple-
cho i ce  ques t i ons
covering core concepts
s u c h  a s  t h e
a n t i t e r r o r i s m
acronyms,  th reat
leve l s ,  repor t ing
p r o c e d u r e s ,  a n d
individual  protective
measures.  Unlike  the
final exam, the pre-test
does  not  require  a
pass ing  score  fo r
completion, but it does
set  the  stage  for  the
l ea rn i ng  j ou rney
a h e a d .  M a n y
p a r t i c i p a n t s
underest imate  i ts
value,  missing  the
opportunity  to  identify
their  knowledge  gaps
early.  With  the  right
preparation  strategy,
you can use the Level

1  Ant i terror ism
Awareness  Training
Pre Test to streamline
your  study  efforts  and
ensure  you  reta in
critical information that
could one day protect
l ives  and  nat ional
security  assets.

WHY
ANTITERRORISM
AWARENESS
TRAINING
MATTERS

I n  t oday ' s  g l oba l
security  environment,
the threat of terrorism
remains  a  constant
c o n c e r n  f o r
g o v e r n m e n t  a n d
military  operations.
T h e  L e v e l  1
A n t i t e r r o r i s m
Awareness  Training  is
p a r t  o f  a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
program mandated by
the  Department  of
Defense  to  ensure  all
p e r s o n n e l  c a n
recognize,  report,  and
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respond  to  potential
terrorist  threats.  This
t r a i n i n g  i s  n o t
theoretical; it is based
on real-world scenarios
and  lessons  learned
from  past  incidents.
The knowledge gained
from this course equips
i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h
pract ica l  sk i l l s  to
identify  suspicious
behaviors,  secure
facil it ies,  and  take
appropriate  action
during  emergencies.
The  training  covers  a
w ide  spec t rum  o f
topics,  including  the
nature  of  terrorism,
hostile  surveillance
detection, and personal
security  measures.  It
also  emphasizes  the
i m p o r t a n c e  o f
reporting  chains  and
coordination with local
law  enforcement  and
security  forces.  By
c o m p l e t i n g  t h i s
training,  participants
b e c o m e  a c t i v e

con t r i bu to r s  t o  a
broader  antiterrorism
posture  that  protects
military  installations,
personnel,  and  critical
infrastructure.  The
L e v e l  1
A n t i t e r r o r i s m
Awareness  Training
Pre Test plays a vital
role in this process by
establishing a baseline
for measuring learning
outcomes and ensuring
the  training  remains
effective  for  all
participants  regardless
o f  t h e i r  p r i o r
experience  level.

KEY COMPONENTS
OF THE PRE TEST

Structure
and
Format
T h e  L e v e l  1
A n t i t e r r o r i s m
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Awareness  Training
Pre  Test  is  typically
administered  online
through the JKO (Joint
Knowledge  Online)
platform  or  similar
learning  management
systems  used  by  the
D e p a r t m e n t  o f
Defense. It  consists of
approximately 25 to 35
m u l t i p l e - c h o i c e
questions  that  cover
the  main  learn ing
objectives  of  the  full
course.  Unl ike  the
post-test,  there  is  no
min imum  pass ing
score  requirement  for
the  pre-test,  which
allows  participants  to
a n s w e r  h o n e s t l y
without  pressure.  The
time  limit  is  usually
generous,  giving  you
ample  opportunity  to
read  each  question
carefully  and  select
your  bes t  answer
based  on  cu r ren t
knowledge.
The  quest ions  are

designed  to  assess
your  familiarity  with
key  concepts  before
instruction  begins.
Topics  include  the
definition  of  terrorism,
antiterrorism acronyms
such as  AOR (Area of
Responsibility)  and  AT
(Antiterrorism),  force
protection  conditions
(FPCON  levels),  and
individual  protective
measures. You will also
encounter  questions
a b o u t  r e p o r t i n g
procedures,  suspicious
activity indicators, and
the  roles  of  various
security personnel. The
pre-test  intentionally
i n c l u d e s  s o m e
questions  that  most
people would not know
without  prior  training,
which  is  normal  and
expected.  The  goal  is
n o t  t o  t e s t  y o u r
e x p e r t i s e  b u t  t o
establish  a  starting
point for your learning
journey.
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Common
Topics
Covered
W h i l e  t h e  e x a c t
q u e s t i o n s  v a r y
depend ing  on  the
course version, certain
themes  consistently
appear on the Level 1
A n t i t e r r o r i s m
Awareness  Training
P r e  T e s t .
Understanding  these
topics  can  help  you
prepare effectively:

Antiterrorism
Acronyms: You
will need to know
common
acronyms used
in antiterrorism
operations,
including AOR,
AT, FPCON, and
IEDS (Improvised
Explosive
Devices). The

pre-test often
asks for
definitions or
appropriate
contexts for
these terms.
Force
Protection
Conditions
(FPCON):
Questions about
FPCON levels
(Normal, Alpha,
Bravo, Charlie,
Delta) and the
specific
measures
associated with
each level are
standard. You
should
understand how
escalation occurs
and what actions
are required at
different threat
levels.
Individual
Protective
Measures: The
pre-test assesses
your knowledge
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of personal
security
practices such as
varying routines,
securing
personal
information, and
maintaining
situational
awareness.
These questions
focus on
behaviors you
can adopt to
reduce your
vulnerability as a
target.
Reporting
Suspicious
Activity: You will
encounter
questions about
how to report
suspicious
behavior, what
information to
include, and the
importance of
timely reporting.
The pre-test may
ask about the
chain of

command and
points of contact
for antiterrorism
concerns.
Terrorist
Targeting
Cycles:
Understanding
how terrorists
select targets
and conduct
surveillance is
another common
topic. Questions
may cover the
phases of the
targeting cycle
and indicators of
hostile
surveillance.

HOW TO PREPARE
FOR THE PRE TEST

Preparation  for  the
L e v e l  1
A n t i t e r r o r i s m
Awareness  Training
Pre  Test  does  not
require  extensive
s t u d y ,  a s  t h e
a s s e s s m e n t  i s
designed  to  measure
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existing  knowledge.
However,  a  strategic
approach can help you
maximize  the  benefits
of this diagnostic tool.
Begin by reviewing the
course  objectives  and
a n y  p r e - c o u r s e
materials  provided  by
y o u r  t r a i n i n g
administrator.  Many
organizations distribute
a  s t u d y  g u i d e  o r
reference  document
that  outlines  the  key
topics  covered  in  the
training.  Familiarizing
yourself  with  these
materials before taking
the  pre-test  can  give
you  a  foundation  of
core  concepts  without
overwhelming you with
details.
Another  effective
strategy  is  to  review
antiterrorism-related
content  from  other
mandatory  training
courses you may have
completed in the past.
T o p i c s  s u c h  a s

operational  security
(OPSEC),  information
security,  and  personal
security  often  overlap
with  antiterrorism
awareness  concepts.
R e f r e s h i n g  y o u r
memory  on  these
related  subjects  can
improve  your  pre-test
p e r f o r m a n c e .
Additionally,  consider
d i s c u s s i n g
antiterrorism  topics
with  colleagues  who
h a v e  a l r e a d y
completed the training.
T h e y  c a n  s h a r e
insights about common
quest ions ,  usefu l
r e s o u r c e s ,  a n d
prac t i ca l  t i ps  f o r
navigating  the  course
content.  While  you
should  not  rely  solely
o n  s e c o n d - h a n d
information,  these
conversations  can
highlight  areas  that
w a r r a n t  c l o s e r
attention  during  your
preparation.



8

8 Level 1 Antiterrorism Awareness
Training Pre Test

2024-02-05

TIPS FOR SUCCESS
ON TEST DAY

When you sit down to
t a k e  t h e  Leve l  1
A n t i t e r r o r i s m
Awareness  Training
Pre Test,  approach it
w i t h  a  c a l m  a n d
focused  mindset.  The
absence  of  a  passing
requirement  means
there  is  no  reason  to
e x p e r i e n c e  t e s t
anxiety.  Instead,  view
this  as an opportunity
to honestly assess your
knowledge and identify
topics  that  require
additional study during
the  full  course.  Read
e a c h  q u e s t i o n
carefully,  paying close
attention  to  qualifiers
such  as  "a lways ,"
"never,"  "most  likely,"
and  " least  l ikely."
T h e s e  w o r d s  c a n
significantly  affect  the
c o r r e c t  a n s w e r ,
e s p e c i a l l y  i n
antiterrorism scenarios

where context matters.
I f  you  encounter  a
question  about  which
you  are  unsure,  use
logical  reasoning  to
eliminate  obviously
incorrect  options.  The
pre-test often includes
distractors  that  are
p l a u s i b l e  b u t
inaccurate  based  on
antiterrorism  doctrine.
By  narrowing  down
your  cho ices ,  you
increase your  chances
of selecting the correct
answer even when you
lack  specific
knowledge. Remember
that the pre-test is not
graded  for  a  passing
score,  so  guessing  is
perfectly  acceptable.
The important thing is
t o  a n s w e r  e v e r y
question to provide an
accurate  baseline  for
your learning progress.
After  completing  the
pre-test,  review  your
results  carefully.  The
feedback  you  receive



Level 1 Antiterrorism Awareness Training Pre
Test 9

9

will  highlight  areas
where  you  performed
well  and  topics  that
need  improvement,
allowing  you  to  focus
your  study  efforts
d u r i n g  t h e  m a i n
training  course.

COMMON
MISTAKES TO
AVOID

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
common  mistakes
part ic ipants  make
when taking the Level
1  Ant i terror ism
Awareness  Training
Pre  Test  is  rushing
through  the  questions
w i t h o u t  c a r e f u l
thought. While the pre-
test does not require a
passing  score,  your
responses still  provide
valuable  diagnostic
information.  Rushing
can  lead  to  careless
errors  that  obscure
your  true  knowledge
level,  reducing  the
use fu lness  o f  the

feedback  you  receive.
Take  your  time  and
answer  each  question
to  the  best  of  your
ability,  treating  the
pre-test with the same
seriousness  as  any
other  assessment.
Another  mistake  is
attempting  to  search
for  answers  online  or
consult  with  others
during  the  pre-test.
T h i s  d e f e a t s  t h e
p u r p o s e  o f  t h e
diagnostic  assessment
and  may  violate  your
organization's  training
policies. The pre-test is
designed  to  capture
y o u r  b a s e l i n e
knowledge  before
i n s t r u c t i o n ,  a n d
artificial  inflation  of
y o u r  s c o r e  o n l y
u n d e r m i n e s  t h e
learn ing  process .
Additionally,  some
participants  become
discouraged  by  low
pre-test  scores  and
lose motivation before
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beginning  the  fu l l
course. Remember that
t h e  p r e - t e s t  i s
i n t e n t i o n a l l y
c h a l l e n g i n g  a n d
includes  questions
most  people  cannot
answer  without  prior
training.  A  low  score
simply means you have
more to learn, which is
exactly why the course
exists.  Embrace  the
opportunity  to  build
your  antiterrorism
awareness  knowledge
from  wherever  you
currently  stand.

UNDERSTANDING
YOUR PRE TEST
RESULTS

After  completing  the
L e v e l  1
A n t i t e r r o r i s m
Awareness  Training
Pre  Test ,  you  wi l l
typically  receive  a
score  repor t  tha t
breaks  down  your
performance  by  topic
area.  This  feedback is

o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
valuable  components
o f  t h e  p r e - t e s t
experience.  Use  it  to
create  a  personalized
study plan for the full
training course. If your
results show weakness
in  FPCON  levels,  for
example, allocate extra
time to reviewing force
protection  conditions
d u r i n g  t h e  m a i n
instruction. Conversely,
strong  performance  in
certain  areas  may
a l low  you  to  sk im
through those sections
and  focus  on  topics
where your knowledge
is less developed.
The  pre-test  results
a l s o  s e r v e  a s  a
benchmark  against
which you can measure
your learning progress.
When  you  complete
the post-test at the end
of the course, you can
compare your scores to
see  how  much  you
have  improved.  This
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comparison  provides
tangible  evidence  of
your  learn ing  and
reinforces the value of
t h e  t r a i n i n g .  F o r
training administrators,
aggregated  pre-test
d a t a  c a n  r e v e a l
common  knowledge
gaps across a group of
participants,  allowing
t h e m  t o  t a i l o r
instruction  to  address
these  gaps.  By  taking
the  pre-test  seriously
and using your results
strategical ly ,  you
become  an  act ive
partner  in  your  own
learn ing  journey,
maximizing  the  return
on the time you invest
i n  a n t i t e r r o r i s m
awareness training.

THE ROLE OF THE
PRE TEST IN THE
OVERALL
TRAINING
PROGRAM

T h e  L e v e l  1
A n t i t e r r o r i s m

Awareness  Training
Pre  Test  is  not  an
isolated  assessment
but  an  in tegrated
c o m p o n e n t  o f  a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
learning  system.  It
aligns  with  the  ADDIE
model  of  instructional
d e s i g n — A n a l y s i s ,
Design,  Development,
Implementation,  and
Evaluation.  The  pre-
t e s t  s e r v e s  t h e
Analys is  phase  by
determin ing  what
participants  already
know  and  what  they
need  to  learn.  This
d a t a  i n f o r m s
instructional  decisions
a n d  e n s u r e s  t h e
training  is  neither  too
basic nor too advanced
f o r  t h e  t a r g e t
audience.  Without this
d i a g n o s t i c  s t e p ,
trainers would have to
rely  on  assumptions
about  part ic ipant
knowledge,  which
c o u l d  l e a d  t o
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ineffective instruction.
From  a  regulatory
perspective,  the  pre-
t e s t  h e l p s
o r g a n i z a t i o n s
d e m o n s t r a t e
c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h
Department of Defense
antiterrorism  training
r e q u i r e m e n t s .  I t
p r o v i d e s
documentation  that
part ic ipants  have
engaged  w i th  the
training  material  and
a s s e s s e d  t h e i r
knowledge  against
established  standards.
F o r  i n d i v i d u a l s ,
completing the pre-test
and  subsequent  full
t ra in ing  is  often  a
p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r
access ing  certa in
facilities,  attending
specific  events,  or
holding  part icular
positions  within  the
D e p a r t m e n t  o f
D e f e n s e .  B y
s u c c e s s f u l l y
completing  the  entire

tra in ing  program,
including  the  pre-test,
participants  contribute
t o  a  c u l t u r e  o f
a n t i t e r r o r i s m
a w a r e n e s s  t h a t
strengthens  national
security at every level.

REAL-WORLD
APPLICATIONS OF
ANTITERRORISM
AWARENESS

The concepts assessed
i n  t h e  L e v e l  1
A n t i t e r r o r i s m
Awareness  Training
Pre  Test  have  direct
applications  in  real-
w o r l d  s c e n a r i o s .
Understanding  FPCON
levels,  for  example,
helps personnel adjust
their security behaviors
based  on  cu r ren t
threat  condit ions.
When the FPCON level
escalates,  individuals
who  have  completed
the  training  know  to
implement  specific
protective  measures
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such  as  increasing
identification  checks,
restricting  access  to
f a c i l i t i e s ,  a n d
enhancing surveillance
detection  efforts.  This
knowledge  translates
into  action  that  can
deter,  detect,  and
d i s r u p t  t e r r o r i s t
activities  before  they
occur.
Individual  protective
measures  covered  in
the  pre-test,  such  as
varying  travel  routes
and routines,  securing
personal  information,
a n d  m a i n t a i n i n g
situational  awareness,

are practical strategies
that  everyone  can
implement daily. These
behaviors  reduce your
profile  as  a  potential
target  and  increase
y o u r  a b i l i t y  t o
recognize  suspicious
activity.  The  reporting
procedures assessed in
the  pre-test  ensure
that when you observe
something  concerning,
you know exactly who
to  contact  and  what
information to provide.
In a real incident, this
timely  reporting  can
make  the  difference
between  prevention
and


