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UNDERSTANDING
REALIDADES 2
CAPITULO 4B
REUNION DE
FAMILIA: A
COMPLETE GUIDE
TO FAMILY
CELEBRATIONS IN
SPANISH

Family reunions hold a
s p e c i a l  p l a c e  i n
Hispanic  culture,  and
few textbook chapters
capture  this  spirit  as
vividly  as  Realidades
2  C a p i t u l o  4 b
Reunion De Familia.

T h i s  c h a p t e r  i s  a
c o r n e r s t o n e  f o r
students  learning
S p a n i s h  a t  t h e
intermediate  level,  as
it  combines  essential
vocabulary,  cultural
i n s i g h t s ,  a n d
grammatical structures
tha t  b r i ng  f ami l y
celebrations  to  life.
Whether  you  are  a
student  preparing  for
an  exam,  a  teacher
looking for fresh ways
t o  p r e s e n t  t h e
material,  or  a  self-
learner  wanting  to
d e e p e n  y o u r
understanding,  this
article  will  walk  you
through  every  aspect
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of the chapter. We will
explore the vocabulary,
grammar,  cultural
context,  and  practical
applications that make
t h i s  u n i t  s o
memorable.  By  the
end,  you  will  have  a
firm  grasp  of  how  to
d e s c r i b e  f a m i l y
gatherings,  discuss
past  events  using  the
imperfect  tense,  and
c o n n e c t  m o r e
meaningful ly  with
S p a n i s h - s p e a k i n g
communities.
The  chapter  revolves
around the theme of a
fami ly  reunion,  or
reunión  de  familia ,
which is a rich topic for
language acquisition. It
allows learners to talk
a b o u t  r e a l - l i f e
situations,  describe
people and places, and
n a r r a t e  p a s t
exper iences .  The
vocabulary  introduces
words  for  relatives,
celebration  activities,

a n d  d e s c r i p t i v e
adjectives,  while  the
grammar  focuses  on
the imperfect tense for
ongoing  or  habitual
past  act ions.  This
combination  makes
R e a l i d a d e s  2
Capitulo 4b Reunion
De  Familia  a  pivotal
point in the curriculum,
b r i d g i n g  b a s i c
conversational  skills
and  more  advanced
narrative  abilities.

KEY VOCABULARY
IN REALIDADES 2
CAPITULO 4B
REUNION DE
FAMILIA

One  of  the  first  things
you  will  encounter  in
this  chapter  is  a  rich
set  o f  vocabu lary
words related to family
members  and  reunion
activities.  Building  a
strong foundation with
t h e s e  t e r m s  i s
essent ia l  for  both
comprehension  and
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s p e a k i n g .  T h e
vocabulary  is  divided
into several categories,
each  serving  a  specific
purpose in describing a
family gathering.

Family
Members
and
Relatives
The  chapter  expands
o n  b a s i c  f a m i l y
v o c a b u l a r y  b y
in t roduc ing  more
specific  terms.  You  will
learn  words  l ike  el
abuelo  (grandfather),
l a  a b u e l a
(grandmother),  los
padres  (parents),  el
esposo  (husband),  la
esposa (wife), and los
parientes  (relatives).
These terms allow you
to clearly identify who
i s  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e

reunion  and  describe
the  re la t ionsh ips
b e t w e e n  t h e m .
Additionally, words like
el  primo  (cousin),  la
tía  (aunt),  and el  tío
(uncle)  help you paint
a  complete  picture  of
the extended family.
Beyond  basic  labels,
t h e  c h a p t e r  a l s o
includes  descriptive
adjectives  that  help
you characterize family
members.  Words  like
simpático  (n ice),
gracioso  ( funny),
t ímido  (shy) ,  and
sociable (sociable) are
used frequently. When
you  combine  these
with family vocabulary,
you can create detailed
descriptions such as mi
tío  es  muy  gracioso
(my  unc le  i s  ve ry
funny) or mi prima es
tímida  (my  cousin  is
shy).
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Activities
and
Celebrati

ons
Family reunions are full
of  activities,  and  the
v o c a b u l a r y  i n
R e a l i d a d e s  2
Capitulo 4b Reunion
De  Familia  covers
many of them. You will
l e a r n  v e r b s  a n d
phrases  like  celebrar
( t o  c e l e b r a t e ) ,
preparar  la  comida
( to  prepare  food),
jugar juegos  (to play
games),  tomar  fotos
(to  take  photos),  and
contar  historias  (to
tell  stories).  These
phrases  are  especially
u s e f u l  w h e n  y o u
narrate what happened
during  the  reunion,
which connects directly

to  the grammar focus
of the chapter.
O t h e r  r e l e v a n t
act iv i t ies  inc lude
conversar  (to  chat),
escuchar  música  (to
listen to music), bailar
(to dance), and comer
j u n t o s  ( t o  e a t
together).  Each  of
these  verbs  can  be
used  in  the  imperfect
tense  to  descr ibe
ongoing  actions  that
took  place  during  the
g a t h e r i n g .  F o r
example,  Mientras  los
adultos  conversaban,
los niños jugaban en el
jardín (While the adults
were  chatt ing,  the
children  were  playing
in the garden).

Descripti
ve Words
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for the
Setting
To truly bring a family
reunion  to  life,  you
need descriptive words
for  the  setting.  The
chapter  introduces
adjectives like grande
( b i g ) ,  p e q u e ñ o
( sma l l ) ,  ru idoso
(noisy),  tranquilo
(quiet),  and  alegre
(cheerful). You will also
l e a r n  n o u n s  f o r
common  items  found
at a reunion, such as la
mesa  (table),  la silla
(chair),  la  comida
(food),  and  el  pastel
(cake).  Combining
these  with  location
words like en la casa
de (at the house of) or
en el parque  (in  the
p a r k )  h e l p s  y o u
establish  the  scene
clearly.
Fo r  example ,  you
might  say:  La reunión

familiar fue en la casa
de mi abuela. La casa
era grande y el  jardín
era muy bonito. Todos
estábamos alegres y la
c o m i d a  e s t a b a
deliciosa.  This  type of
d e s c r i p t i o n
demonstrates  mastery
of both vocabulary and
g r a m m a t i c a l
structures.

GRAMMAR FOCUS:
THE IMPERFECT
TENSE

T h e  h e a r t  o f
R e a l i d a d e s  2
Capitulo 4b Reunion
De  Famil ia  i s  the
imperfect  tense.  This
grammatical  structure
is  used  to  talk  about
past actions that were
ongoing,  habitual,  or
not completed. It is the
per fec t  t ense  fo r
describing what people
were  doing  during  a
family  reunion,  what
the  atmosphere  was
like,  and  how  things
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used to be in the past.
Understanding when to
use  the  imperfect
versus the preterite is
a key skill at this level.

When to
Use the
Imperfect
Tense
The  imperfect  tense
has  several  specific
uses,  all  of  which are
relevant  to  describing
a family reunion. First,
it  is  used  for  actions
that  were  ongoing  in
the past, often with no
clear beginning or end.
For example, Los niños
jugaban  en  el  jardín
(The  children  were
playing in the garden)
implies that the playing
w a s  h a p p e n i n g
continuously.  Second,
the  imperfect  is  used

f o r  h a b i t u a l  o r
repeated actions, such
as  Cada  verano,  mi
familia  celebraba  una
reunión grande  (Every
summer,  my  family
c e l e b r a t e d  a  b i g
reunion).  Third,  it  is
u s e d  t o  d e s c r i b e
p h y s i c a l
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,
emotions,  and  mental
states in the past, like
La casa era vieja pero
acogedora  (The  house
was  old  but  cozy) .
Finally,  the  imperfect
se t s  the  scene  o r
provides  background
information for another
action,  which  is  often
e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h e
preterite.
For instance, you might
say Mientras mi mamá
preparaba la cena, mis
primos llegaron  (While
m y  m o m  w a s
preparing  dinner,  my
cousins arrived). In this
s e n t e n c e ,  t h e
imperfect  (preparaba)
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sets  the  background,
and  the  p re te r i te
(llegaron)  indicates  a
specific  completed
action.

Conjugati
ng
Regular
Verbs in
the
Imperfect
Regular  verbs  in  the
i m p e r f e c t  f o l l o w
predictable  patterns,
which  makes  them
easier to learn. For -ar
verbs  like  hablar  (to
speak),  cantar  (to
sing),  and  preparar
(to prepare), you drop
the -ar ending and add
-aba,  -abas,  -aba,  -
ábamos, -abais, -aban.

For  example,  hablaba
( I  was  speak ing) ,
hablabas  (you  were
speaking),  hablaba
(he/she was speaking),
hablábamos  (we  were
speaking),  hablabais
( y o u  a l l  w e r e
speaking),  hablaban
(they  were  speaking).
For  -er  and  -ir  verbs
like comer (to eat) and
vivir (to live), you drop
the  -er  or  -ir  ending
and add -ía, -ías, -ía, -
íamos,  -íais,  -ían.  For
example, comía (I was
eating),  comías  (you
were  eating),  comía
(he/she  was  eating),
comíamos  (we  were
eating),  comíais  (you
a l l  w e r e  e a t i n g ) ,
comían  (they  were
eating). These patterns
are consistent and will
q u i c k l y  b e c o m e
a u t o m a t i c  w i t h
practice.
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Irregular
Verbs in
the

Imperfect
While  the  imperfect
tense  is  general ly
regular, there are three
common  i r regular
verbs:  ser  (to  be),  ir
(to  go),  and  ver  (to
see).  The  conjugation
for  ser  is  era,  eras,
era,  éramos,  erais,
eran.  For  ir,  it  is  iba,
ibas, iba, íbamos, ibais,
iban. For ver, it is veía,
veías,  veía,  veíamos,
veíais,  veían.  These
v e r b s  a p p e a r
f r e q u e n t l y  i n
descriptions  of  family
r e u n i o n s ,  s o
memorizing  them  is
well  worth  the  effort.
Fo r  example ,  you
might say La casa era

muy bonita (The house
was  very  pretty)  or
Nosotros  íbamos  a  la
reunión todos los años
(We used to go to the
reunion  every  year).
These  sentences  use
the irregular imperfect
forms  to  convey  past
desc r i p t i ons  and
habitual  actions.

Preterite
vs.
Imperfect
: A
Practical
Comparis
on
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
challenging aspects  of
R e a l i d a d e s  2
Capitulo 4b Reunion
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De Familia is learning
w h e n  t o  u s e  t h e
preterite  versus  the
i m p e r f e c t .  T h e
preterite  is  used  for
completed actions that
happened  at  a  specific
point in time, while the
imperfect  is  used  for
ongoing,  habitual,  or
descriptive  actions.  A
s i m p l e  w a y  t o
remember  this  is  that
the imperfect provides
the  background,  and
the  preterite  provides
the  foreground  or  the
main events.
Consider this example:
A y e r ,  m i  f a m i l i a
celebró  una  reunión.
Todos hablaban y reían
mientras  mi  abuela
servía  la  comida.  De
repente, mi primo Juan
llegó  con  un  pastel
g r a n d e .  I n  t h i s
passage ,  ce lebró
( c e l e b r a t e d )  i s
preterite because it  is
a  completed  event.
H a b l a b a n  ( w e r e

talking),  reían  (were
laughing),  and  servía
(was  serving)  are  all
imperfect because they
descr ibe  ongo ing
actions  that  set  the
scene.  Llegó  (arrived)
is  preterite because it
is a specific action that
i n t e r r u p t e d  t h e
ongoing activities. This
interplay  between  the
two tenses is central to
effective  storytelling  in
Spanish.

CULTURAL
CONTEXT OF
FAMILY REUNIONS
IN HISPANIC
COMMUNITIES

B e h i n d  e v e r y
vocabulary  word  and
g r a m m a r  r u l e  i n
R e a l i d a d e s  2
Capitulo 4b Reunion
De Familia lies a rich
cultural  tradit ion.
Family  reunions,  or
reuniones  familiares,
are  deeply  valued  in
S p a n i s h - s p e a k i n g
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cultures.  They  are
often  large,  mult i -
g e n e r a t i o n a l
gatherings that include
not  only  immediate
f a m i l y  b u t  a l s o
extended  relatives,
close  family  friends,
and  even  neighbors.
T h e s e  e v e n t s
strengthen  fami ly
bonds and reinforce a
sense  of  community
and  belonging.

Typical
Activities
at a

Hispanic
Family
Reunion
At  a  typical  Hispanic
family reunion, you will
find a mix of traditional
and modern activities.
Food is  almost always
c e n t r a l  t o  t h e
gathering.  Families
o f t e n  p r e p a r e
traditional  dishes such
a s  t a m a l e s ,
empanadas,  arroz
con  pollo,


