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DISCOVERING THE VERY CLUMSY
CLICK BEETLE: A JOURNEY OF
PERSEVERANCE AND SELF-
DISCOVERY

In  the  vast  and  v ibrant  wor ld  of
children's literature, few names resonate
as  deeply  as  Eric  Carle.  His  signature
collage-style illustrations and simple yet
profound narratives have captivated the

hearts  and minds of  millions of  young
readers  around  the  globe.  Among  his
many beloved works sits a particularly
charming and instructive tale: The Very
Clumsy Click Beetle. This book, while
perhaps not as instantly iconic as The
Very  Hungry  Caterpillar,  carries  an
equally  powerful  message,  wrapped in
the same beautiful, textured artistry that
defines  Carle's  legacy.  It  is  more  than
just  a  story  about  an  insect;  it  is  a
gentle, encouraging guide for any child
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(or  adult)  who  has  ever  struggled  to
master  a  new  skill,  felt  a  little  bit
awkward,  or  needed  a  reminder  that
persistence is the key to success.
At  its  heart,  The Very Clumsy Click
Beetle  is  a  tale  of  growth,  resilience,
and  the  small  triumphs  that  build
character.  It  speaks  directly  to  the
universal  experience  of  trying  and
failing, only to try again. In a world that
often  demands  instant  perfection,  this
story  offers  a  refreshing  and  much-
needed  counterpoint,  celebrating  the
process  of  learning  over  the  speed of
success. This article will delve deep into
the rich layers of  this  wonderful  book,
exploring  its  storyline,  its  educational
value,  its  artistic  brilliance,  and  the
invaluable life lessons it  imparts to its
readers.

THE STORY UNFOLDS: A CLUMSY
BEGINNING AND A WISE MENTOR

The narrative begins simply enough. A
little click beetle emerges from a small
egg, finding itself at the very bottom of a
leafy plant. Full of the natural curiosity
and ambition of youth, the young beetle
attempts to do what all click beetles are
famous for: it  tries to click and flip itself
over onto its feet. However, as the title
suggests,  this  particular  little  beetle  is
exceptionally  clumsy.  It  wiggles,  it
jiggles,  and  it  pushes,  but  it  simply
cannot  manage  the  feat.  Instead  of  a
graceful  flip,  it  lands  on  its  back,  legs
wiggling  in  the  air,  utterly  frustrated.
This opening scene is instantly relatable.
Every child knows the feeling of trying to
tie a shoelace,  ride a bike,  or  write a
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letter  perfectly,  only  to  end  up  in  a
metaphorical heap on the floor.
Enter a wise and experienced older click
beetle.  This  mentor  figure  doesn't  scold
or belittle the clumsy youngster. Instead,
it  offers  a  simple,  profound  piece  of
advice and a demonstration. The older
beetle  shows  exactly  how the  trick  is
done—a sharp, audible click and a swift
flip  through  the  air,  landing  perfectly
upright. This is a masterclass in patient
teaching. The older beetle doesn't  just
tell the younger one what to do; it shows
it, providing a clear model for success.
This moment reinforces the importance
of  mentorship  and  guidance  in  the
learning process.

The Power of
Repetition and
Persistence
What follows is a beautifully structured
sequence  of  attempts.  The  little  click
beetle tries again and again. Each time,
it fails, landing squarely on its back. It
attempts the click, but it is too weak, or
its  timing  is  off,  or  it  simply  flops  over.
This repetition is  not tedious;  it  is  the
core of the book's genius. It mirrors the
real-world  process  of  learning  any
physical or mental skill. Carle masterfully
uses the "try, fail, try again" structure to
build tension and empathy in the young
reader.  With  each  failed  attempt,  the
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reader roots for the little beetle a little
bit more. The beetle meets with a series
of  friendly  garden  insects—an  ant,  a
grasshopper, a worm, a bumblebee, and
a  firefly.  Each  one  offers  a  word  of
encouragement, telling the little beetle
to keep trying. These brief interactions
enr ich  the  story ,  showcas ing  a
supportive community and the power of
encouragement from friends.

EDUCATIONAL AND
DEVELOPMENTAL BENEFITS OF
THE VERY CLUMSY CLICK BEETLE

The Very  Clumsy Click  Beetle  is  a
treasure trove of learning opportunities
for young children, seamlessly blending
entertainment  with  education.  Parents,
teachers,  and  caregivers  can  use  this
book to teach a variety of concepts in a

fun and engaging way.

1. The Theme of
Perseverance
(Grit)
The most prominent lesson is the value
of  perseverance.  The  book  provides  a
concrete, easy-to-understand example of
not giving up. A child who is struggling
with a difficult puzzle or a new sport can
be  reminded,  "Remember  the  clumsy
click beetle? It  took many tries,  but it
finally did it!"  This story plants the seed
of a growth mindset early on, teaching
children  that  ability  isn't  fixed  and  that
effort  leads  to  improvement.



The Very Clumsy Click Beetle Eric Carles Very 5

5

2. Introduction to
Life Cycles and
Insect Biology
Like  many  of  Carle's  books,  it  begins
with an egg, introducing the concept of
life cycles. The story features a variety
of other insects, each drawn with Carle's
characteristic style.  This offers a perfect
jumping-off  point  for  a  nature  lesson.
Children  can  learn  to  identify  the
difference between a grasshopper and a
cricket,  understand  what  a  firefly  is,  or
discuss the important role of worms and
bumblebees  in  the  garden.  This  is
informal,  context-rich  learning  at  its
finest.

3. Cause and
Effect and
Problem-Solving
The narrative structure is built on a clear
cause-and-effect  relationship:  the beetle
tries to click, but the effect is a flop. The
story  models  a  simple  problem-solving
process.  The  beetle  has  a  goal  (to  flip
over). It has a method (the click). It fails.
It  adjusts  its  attempt.  Final ly,  it
s u c c e e d s .  Y o u n g  r e a d e r s  c a n
deconstruct this process, learning how to
approach  the i r  own  chal lenges
methodically.
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4. Language and
Sound
Development
The  recurring  sound  of  the  click  is  a
fantastic  tool  for  early  literacy.  The
onomatopoeia  engages  children  and
helps  them connect  sounds  to  written
words. When reading aloud, a parent or
teacher can emphasize the "CLICK!" with
enthusiasm,  encouraging  the  child  to
join  in.  This  active  participation  builds
phonological  awareness  and  makes
reading  a  lively,  interactive  experience.

THE ARTISTIC BRILLIANCE OF
ERIC CARLE'S ILLUSTRATION
STYLE

No discussion of  an Eric  Carle book is
complete  without  acknowledging  his
unparalleled  artistic  contribution.  The
illustrations in The Very Clumsy Click
Beetle are a feast for the eyes. Carle's
technique  of  creating  his  own  hand-
painted  tissue  papers,  which  he  then
cuts and layers to form his images, gives
his  work a  unique,  tactile  quality.  The
pages are not just flat pictures; they are
compositions of  color  and texture that
seem to have depth and life.
The  vibrant  backgrounds  of  the  book,
often splashed with  a  single  dominant
color, make the insects pop off the page.
The little click beetle is rendered with a
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charming blend of browns and blacks, its
clumsy posture endearingly captured in
the  slight  bent  of  its  legs.  The  other
insects—the  segmented,  dark  body  of
the  ant ,  the  br ight  green  of  the
grasshopper,  the  fuzzy,  str iped
bumb lebee—are  a l l  i n s t an t l y
recognizable and beautifully crafted. The
book often features a distinctive die-cut
design. As the story progresses towards
its  climax,  a  small,  flashing  light
appears, mimicking the glow of a firefly.
This interactive, tactile element adds a
layer of magic and sensory delight that
is a hallmark of Carle's best work.

LIFE LESSONS AND EMOTIONAL
INTELLIGENCE

Beyond  the  exp l i c i t  themes  o f
perseverance  and  biology,  The  Very

Clumsy Click Beetle imparts subtle yet
powerful  lessons  about  emotional
intelligence.

Dealing with
Frustration
The  l i t t le  beet le ' s  journey  i s  a
masterclass in managing frustration. It is
clearly upset by its repeated failures, but
it is not portrayed as angry or giving up.
It  shows  a  quiet,  determined  sadness
that  is  very  real  for  a  small  child.  By
seeing  the  beetle  work  through  its
frustration,  children  learn  that  these
fee l ings  are  normal  and  can  be
overcome.  The  story  validates  the
struggle  while  pointing  towards  a
positive  outcome.
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The Importance
of
Encouragement
and Community
The other insects in the garden serve as
a  powerful  metaphor  for  a  supportive
community.  They  do  not  solve  the
problem for the clumsy beetle,  nor do
they laugh at  its  failures.  They simply
offer  a  kind  word  of  encouragement:
"Keep trying." This teaches children the
p r o f o u n d  i m p a c t  o f  p o s i t i v e
reinforcement. It also suggests that we
all  have  a  role  to  play  in  supporting

others in their moments of struggle.

The Joy of
Achievement
The  cl imax  of  the  book  is  deeply
satisfying. After numerous attempts, and
with  the  help  of  the  firefly's  glowing
light,  the  little  click  beetle  finally,
triumphantly, clicks and flips through the
air,  landing  squarely  on  its  feet.  The
moment is not just a physical success; it
is an emotional one. The book celebrates
this small victory with quiet triumph. It
teaches  children  that  the  feeling  of
accomplishment after hard work is one
of the greatest joys in life. It's a pure,
unadulterated moment of "I did it!"
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INTERACTIVE ACTIVITIES TO
ACCOMPANY THE VERY CLUMSY
CLICK BEETLE

To extend the learning and fun, here are
some  simple,  engaging  activities  that
complement the reading of this book:

The Clumsy Beetle Game: Have
children lie on their backs on a soft
mat or carpet and try to flip over
without using their hands, just like
a click beetle. It's harder than it
looks and provides a hilarious and
physical connection to the story.
Insect Scavenger Hunt: After
reading, go outside to a garden or
park. See if you can find any of the
insects mentioned in the story.
Talk about where they live and
what they do. This promotes

observation and a connection to
nature.
Collage Art Project: Inspired by
Eric Carle, gather pieces of colored
paper, fabric scraps, or even paint
your own textured paper. Then,
cut and layer them to create your
own version of a click beetle or
another garden insect. This
develops fine motor skills and
artistic expression.
Sound and Rhythm Activity:
The click is a key sound. Practice
making different clicking sounds
with your tongue, fingers, or by
snapping. Tap out a rhythm with
the "clicks" as you read the story.
This is a great auditory and
rhythmic exercise.
Perseverance Journal: For
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slightly older children, start a
"Perseverance Journal." Ask them
to draw or write about a time they
felt like the clumsy click beetle—a
time they struggled with
something but kept trying until
they succeeded. This builds self-
awareness and a growth mindset.

WHY THIS BOOK REMAINS A
CLASSIC FOR MODERN READERS

In an age of high-tech gadgets and fast-
paced entertainment,  the quiet,  tactile
charm  of  an  Eric  Carle  book  is  more
valuable than ever. The Very Clumsy
Click  Beetle  offers  a  much-needed
moment of calm and focus. It is a book
that  demands  to  be  read  slowly,  its
pages  turned gently  to  appreciate  the
visual details. The interactive element of

the die-cut light invites participation in a
way that a screen cannot replicate.

It Addresses a Core Human1.
Experience: The struggle to learn
something new is timeless.
Whether it was the first step, the
first word, or the first time riding a
bike, everyone remembers the
feeling of being clumsy. This book
connects with that core memory
and provides a positive framework
for it.
It Promotes Patience: Our world2.
celebrates speed, but this book
celebrates patience. It shows that
success is not always immediate
and that the journey is just as
important as the destination.
It is Visually Stunning: The art3.
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is simply beautiful. It captures the
wonder and detail of the natural
world in a way that is accessible to
a very young audience, sparking a
lifelong appreciation for art and
nature.
It is a Wonderful Read-Aloud:4.
The text is rhythmic, repetitive,
and begs to be read with
expression and sound effects. It
creates a bonding experience
between the reader and the
listener.

CONCLUSION: A TINY TRIUMPH
OF THE SPIRIT

The Very Clumsy Click Beetle  is far
more  than  a  simple  children's  picture
book.  It  is  a  miniature  masterpiece of

storytel l ing,  art ,  and  emotional
education.  Through the journey of  one
tiny,  determined insect,  Eric  Carle  has
provided a generation of readers with a
powerful  metaphor  for  resilience  and
self-belief.  The book teaches that  it  is
perfectly okay to be clumsy, to struggle,
and  to  fa i l .  What  matters  is  the
willingness to keep trying, the support of
a  community,  and the  quiet,  profound
joy  of  finally  hearing  that  triumphant
"CLICK!" It is a story that reminds us that
even the smallest creatures can achieve
great  things,  and that  perseverance is
one of the most beautiful and valuable
traits a person can possess. For any child
feeling a little clumsy in a big world, this
book  offers  a  gentle  hand  and  a
reassuring  whisper:  keep  trying,


