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INTRODUCTION

Few bass lines in rock
h i s t o r y  h a v e
commanded  as  much
a t t e n t i o n — o r
demanded  as  much
s k i l l — a s  t h e  o n e
driving  Led  Zeppelin’s
“Black  Dog.”  Whether
you  are  a  beginner
looking  for  your  first
challenging  riff  or  a
s e a s o n e d  p l a y e r
aiming to perfect every
ghost  note  and  slide,
s tudy ing  the  Led
Zeppelin  Black  Dog
Bass  Tab  offers  a
masterclass in rhythm,
dynamics, and musical

interplay.  This  article
unpacks  everything
you  need  to  know
about the bass tab for
this  iconic  track:  its
origins,  structure,
playing  techniques,
common  pitfalls,  and
the  best  resources  to
master it. By the end,
y o u ’ l l  n o t  o n l y
understand  why  John
Paul  Jones’s  part  is
legendary,  but  you’ll
a l so  have  a  c l ea r
roadmap for tackling it
yourself.

1. THE LEGACY OF
“BLACK DOG” IN
ROCK BASS
HISTORY

Released  in  1971  on
Led Zeppelin’s untitled
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fourth  album  (often
called Led Zeppelin IV),
“Black  Dog”  quickly
became  a  staple  of
classic rock radio. The
song’s  name  comes
from a  black  labrador
r e t r i e v e r  t h a t
wandered  around  the
recording studio –  but
the  music  i tse l f  is
anything  but  dog-like.
The  track  features  a
c a l l - a n d - r e s p o n s e
structure  between  the
v o c a l s  a n d
instruments,  with  a
constantly shifting time
s i g n a t u r e  t h a t
alternates between 4/4
and  5/4,  creating  a
deliberately  off-kilter
groove.
John  Paul  Jones,  the
band’s  bassist  and
keyboardist,  crafted  a
bass  line  that  is  both
m e l o d i c  a n d
percussive.  It  floats  in
and  out  of  sync  with
the  drums,  locking
t i g h t l y  w i t h  J o h n

Bonham’s  kick  and
snare  while  adding  a
distinct  countermelody
to Robert Plant’s vocal
lines.  Because  of  its
complexity and groove,
the  Led  Zeppelin
Black Dog Bass Tab
i s  one  of  the  most
searched-for bass tabs
on the internet, studied
by  everyone  f rom
garage-band  amateurs
t o  c o n s e r v a t o r y
students.

2. WHAT IS A BASS
TAB, AND WHY
USE IT FOR
“BLACK DOG”?

A  bass  tablature  –  or
“tab”  –  is  a  simplified
notation  system  that
shows  which  fret  to
press on which string,
rather  than  traditional
musical  notes  on  a
staff.  For  “Black  Dog,”
t h e  b a s s  t a b  i s
especially  valuable
because  the  song’s
rhythmic  nuances  are
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e a s i e r  t o  g r a s p
visually.  Tabs typically
i n c l u d e  n u m b e r s
representing frets, with
lines  representing  the
four  strings  (E,  A,  D,
G).
Learning  from  a  well-
made  Led  Zeppelin
Black Dog Bass Tab
allows you to:

See the exact
finger positions
for each note
Understand the
syncopated
timing (often
indicated by
dashes or
slashes)
Spot slides,
hammer-ons,
and pull-offs
quickly
Practice sections
in isolation
without needing
to read standard
notation

Many  free  tabs  exist
online,  but  accuracy

varies. Professional tab
books  and  verified
community  tabs  (like
those  on  Ul t imate
Guitar)  offer  the  most
reliable  transcriptions.

3. BREAKING
DOWN THE MAIN
BASS RIFF IN THE
TAB

The most recognisable
p a r t  o f  t h e  L e d
Zeppelin  Black  Dog
B a s s  T a b  i s  t h e
opening  riff  that  hits
eight seconds into the
song.  Jones  plays  a
d e s c e n d i n g ,
syncopated  pattern
primarily on the A and
D  strings.  Let’s  walk
t h r o u g h  t h e  c o r e
phrase in simplified tab
notation  (using  the
standard tuning E-A-D-
G):

First bar (4/41.
feel): Start with
an open A string,
then slide from
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the 7th fret on
the D string
down to the 5th
fret, followed by
a quick ghost
note (muted
string).
Second bar2.
(5/4 feel): A
rhythmically
displaced
pattern: play the
5th fret on the A
string, then the
7th fret on the D
string, then the
5th fret on the A
string again, with
a short pause.
Third bar: The3.
infamous “call”
part – a quick
run: 7th fret D,
5th fret D, 4th
fret A, 5th fret A.
Fourth bar:4.
Return to the
slide pattern but
with a slight
variation in
timing.

O f  c o u r s e ,  a  t e x t

description  cannot
replace the actual tab,
but  th i s  overv iew
shows  how  the  riff
alternates  between  a
driving root-note pulse
and  melodic  fills.  The
key  to  playing  the  riff
correctly  lies  in  the
rests and ghost notes –
they create the illusion
of  a  more  complex
rhythm  than  what  is
actually played.

4. ESSENTIAL
TECHNIQUES
FOUND IN THE
BASS TAB

The  Led  Zeppelin
Black Dog Bass Tab
is not just about hitting
the  r ight  f rets  –  i t
demands  seve ra l
advanced techniques:

4.1 Slides
J o h n  P a u l  J o n e s
frequently  slides  into
notes, especially at the
beginning  of  the  riff.
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The tab shows these as
“/” or “\” between two
fret  numbers.  Slides
add  a  fluid,  vocal-like
quality to the bass line.
Practice sliding with a
light touch to avoid fret
buzz.

4.2 Ghost
Notes
(Muted
Percussiv
e Hits)
G h o s t  n o t e s  a r e
unspecific  pitches
produced  by  muting
the  string  with  your
fretting hand while you
pluck. In the tab, they
appear  as  “x”  on  the
string.  These  notes
lock  the  groove  with
Bonham’s  ghost-snare
hits. Mastering them is
essential for the feel of

the song.

4.3
Syncopati
on and
Time
Signature
Shifts
The  song  frequently
shifts between 4/4 and
5/4.  In  the  tab,  you’ll
see  bars  w i th  odd
numbers  of  beats.
Counting  “1-2-3-4-5”
for  the  5/4  bars  is
crucial.  The  bass  line
deliberately avoids the
downbeat  at  times,
creating  tension  that
resolves  when  the
drums crash back in.
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4.4 Palm
Muting
Some  sections  of  the
bass  l ine  require  a
palm-muted  sound  to
mimic  the  punchy,
compressed tone heard
on  the  recording.  The
tab may indicate palm
muting with a “P.M.” or
by  placing  “.”  under
the notes.  Lightly rest
t h e  e d g e  o f  y o u r
picking  hand  on  the
strings near the bridge
to achieve this.

5. STEP-BY-STEP
TIPS FOR
PRACTICING THE
TAB

Learn ing  the  Led
Zeppelin  Black  Dog
Bass  Tab  c a n  b e
frustrating  at  first,  but
a methodical approach
pays  off.  Here  are
p r o v e n  p r a c t i c e
strategies:

Start with the
drums: Play the
bass line
alongside a drum
track or
metronome set
to 80 BPM.
Gradually
increase speed
once you can
play five
repetitions
without
mistakes.
Isolate the
ghost notes:
Practice only the
ghost-note
sections (the “x”
parts) to
internalise their
rhythm. Then
add the fretted
notes back.
Work on the
time signature
changes
separately:
Loop the 5/4 bars
repeatedly until
they feel natural.
Then alternate
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between the 4/4
and 5/4 sections.
Use a
recording of
the track: Most
online tabs show
the timing
relative to the
song. Play along
with the original
at a reduced
speed
(YouTube’s
playback speed
controller is
helpful).
Focus on right-
hand
technique:
Many beginners
struggle because
they pluck too
hard. Use a
medium-light
attack,
alternating
between index
and middle
finger for
consistency.

6. COMMON
MISTAKES WHEN
USING THE BASS
TAB

Even with an accurate
Led  Zeppelin  Black
D o g  B a s s  T a b ,
players often stumble.
Here  are  the  most
frequent  errors  and
how  to  avoid  them:

Rushing the
5/4 measures:
The odd time
signature tempts
players to speed
up. Count out
loud or tap your
foot to stay
accurate.
Ignoring ghost
notes:
Beginners often
skip the muted
hits because
they’re not ‘real’
notes, but the
groove suffers
tremendously.
Treat ghost notes
as equally
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important as
fretted ones.
Over-muting:
Some players
mute strings too
aggressively,
killing sustain.
Relax your
fretting hand and
only mute when
the tab indicates
a ghost note.
Not listening to
the song: Tabs
are a guide, not
a perfect
transcription. The
original recording
has subtle
variations – listen
repeatedly to
internalise the
feel.
Poor hand
positioning:
The riff involves
stretches
between the 4th
and 7th frets. If
your hand is
locked in one
position, you’ll

struggle. Keep
your thumb in
the middle of the
neck and slide
your whole hand
smoothly.

7. BEST
RESOURCES FOR
THE “BLACK DOG”
BASS TAB

Where  can  you  find  a
reliable Led Zeppelin
Black Dog Bass Tab?
Be low  are  the  top
resources  for  learners
of all levels:

7.1 Free
Online
Tabs

Ultimate Guitar
(ultimate-
guitar.com):
The most popular
source with
multiple user-
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submitted
versions. Look
for those with
high ratings and
comments
confirming
accuracy.
Songsterr
(songsterr.com
): Offers an
interactive tab
player with
playback, so you
can hear the tab
as you read it.
Big Bass Tabs
(bigbassTabs.c
om): Specialises
in bass
transcriptions,
often with root-
note diagrams.

7.2 Paid
Transcrip
t

Collection
s

Hal Leonard’s
“Led Zeppelin –
Bass Play-
Along” book:
Features
officially licensed
transcriptions
with
accompanying
audio tracks.
Highly
recommended
for accuracy.
Songbooks by
Alfred Music:
Another reliable
publisher with
note-for-note
bass tabs for the
entire album.

7.3 Video
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Lessons
and

Tutorials
YouTube
channels like
“CoverSolution
s,”
“BassBuzz,” or
“TalkingBass”:
These offer step-
by-step
breakdowns with
on-screen tabs
and slow-motion
playthroughs.
Online courses
(e.g., JamPlay,
Fender Play):
Some include
“Black Dog” as
part of their
classic rock
curriculum.

Always cross-reference
mult iple  sources  –
often a combination of
a tab,  a video lesson,

and  the  original  track
yields the best result.

8. CONCLUSION

The  Led  Zeppelin
Black Dog Bass Tab
i s  fa r  more  than  a
co l l ec t i on  o f  f re t
n u m b e r s  –  i t  i s  a
g a t e w a y  t o
understanding  how
bass can drive a song
while  simultaneously
dancing  around  the
rhythm.  John  Paul
Jones’s part challenges
players  to  master
slides, ghost notes, and
s h i f t i n g  t i m e
signatures,  all  while
m a i n t a i n i n g  a n
infectious  groove.  By
s t u d y i n g  t h e  t a b
carefully,  practicing
with  precision,  and
avo id ing  common
traps,  you  can  unlock
the  secrets  of  this
legendary  bass  line.
Whether  you  aim  to
play it at a jam session
or  s imp ly  want  to
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expand  your  technical
abilities,  “Black  Dog”
remains  an  essential
piece of every bassist’s
repertoire. So tune up,

find a  reliable  tab,  and
start  counting  those
5/4 bars – the payoff is
well worth the effort.


