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MASTERING THE
ACCUPLACER
COLLEGE LEVEL
MATH PRACTICE
TEST: A COMPLETE
GUIDE TO SUCCESS

If you are preparing to
enter college or return
to  higher  education,
y o u  h a v e  l i k e l y
e n c o u n t e r e d  t h e
Accuplacer  exam.
Among  i ts  var ious
s e c t i o n s ,  t h e
Accuplacer  College
Level  Math  Practice
Tes t  s e r v e s  a s  a

critical  benchmark  for
determin ing  your
readiness  for  credit-
bearing  mathematics
courses.  Whether  you
are  aiming  to  place
into  Calculus,  College
Algebra,  or  Statistics,
understanding  what
this  test  covers  and
how  to  prepare  for  it
can save you both time
and tuition money. This
g u i d e  w a l k s  y o u
through everything you
need  to  know  about
the exam, why practice
matters,  and  how  to
a p p r o a c h  y o u r
p r e p a r a t i o n
strategically.

https://app.ardentx.com/
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WHAT IS THE
ACCUPLACER
COLLEGE LEVEL
MATH TEST?

The  Accuplacer  is  a
suite  of  computer-
adaptive  placement
tests used by colleges
and universities across
the United States. The
College  Level  Math
(CLM) test is the most
advanced mathematics
placement exam in the
Accuplacer series. It is
designed  to  assess
your  proficiency  in
higher- level  math
topics typically covered
in  college  preparatory
courses.  Unlike  the
A r i t h m e t i c  o r
Elementary  Algebra
sections,  the  College
L e v e l  M a t h  t e s t
evaluates  your  ability
to  handle  complex
concepts  that  are
pre requ i s i tes  fo r
c a l c u l u s - l e v e l
coursework.

The test is computer-
adaptive,  meaning
the  difficulty  of  each
question adjusts based
o n  y o u r  p r e v i o u s
answers. If you answer
a  question  correctly,
the  next  quest ion
becomes harder. If you
answer incorrectly, the
system  presents  an
easier  question.  This
adaptive format allows
the  test  to  quickly
pinpoint  your  actual
skill  level,  making  it
both  efficient  and
accurate.

Who
Needs to
Take This
Test?
Not  every  co l lege
requires  the  College
Level  Math  section.
Typically, students who
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h a v e  a l r e a d y
demonstrated  strong
math  skills  through
SAT scores, AP exams,
or  dual-enrollment
c o u r s e s  m a y  b e
exempt.  However,
many  institutions  use
the CLM test for:

Placement into
Calculus I or
Calculus II
Placement into
Business
Calculus or Finite
Mathematics
Determining
readiness for
STEM-oriented
math sequences
Validating
prerequisite
knowledge for
advanced
science courses

I f  you  a re  unsu re
whether  you  need  to
take  this  test,  check
with  your  college's
tes t i ng  cen te r  o r
academic  advisor.

Knowing  which  test
you will face is the first
step  in  effective
preparation.

WHAT TOPICS ARE
COVERED ON THE
COLLEGE LEVEL
MATH TEST?

Before you begin your
Accuplacer  College
Level  Math  Practice
Test  sessions,  it  is
essential to understand
the  scope  of  content
you will encounter. The
t e s t  c o v e r s
approx imate ly  20
questions,  but  the
topics  span  a  broad
range  of  intermediate
t o  a d v a n c e d
mathematics.  The
C o l l e g e  B o a r d
categorizes the content
into three major areas.

Algebra
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and
Functions
T h i s  c a t e g o r y
dominates a significant
portion  of  the  exam.
Y o u  w i l l  n e e d  t o
demonstrate  comfort
with:

Polynomial,
rational, and
radical
expressions
Functions,
including
domain, range,
composition, and
inverse functions
Exponential and
logarithmic
functions
Systems of
equations and
inequalities
Factoring and
solving higher-
degree equations

M a s t e r i n g  t h e s e
foundational  concepts

is critical because they
appear  both  directly
and as building blocks
for  more  complex
problems  later  in  the
test.

Trigonom
etry
E x p e c t  t o  s e e
trigonometry questions
that  go  beyond  basic
SOH-CAH-TOA.  You
should be comfortable
with:

Trigonometric
functions and
their graphs
Trigonometric
identities and
equations
Law of Sines and
Law of Cosines
Radian and
degree measure
conversions
Solving triangles
and applying
trigonometric
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concepts to real-
world scenarios

Precalcul
us and
Calculus
Readines
s
The test  also  includes
topics that serve as a
bridge  to  calculus.
These  may  include:

Limits and
continuity
(introductory
level)
Sequences and
series (arithmetic
and geometric)
Conic sections
Matrices and
determinants
Complex
numbers and
polar coordinates

While the test does not
require  ful l -b lown
calculus  knowledge,
h a v i n g  a  s o l i d
p r e c a l c u l u s
background is essential
for  achieving  a  high
score.

WHY TAKING AN
ACCUPLACER
COLLEGE LEVEL
MATH PRACTICE
TEST MATTERS

M a n y  s t u d e n t s
underestimate  the
value of practice tests.
They  assume  that  if
they have taken math
courses in high school,
they  wil l  natural ly
perform well. However,
the  Accuplacer  is  not
j u s t  a  t e s t  o f
knowledge; it is a test
o f  e n d u r a n c e ,
t i m i n g ,  a n d
adaptability.  Here  is
why practice tests are
indispensable.
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Familiariz
ing
Yourself
with the
Adaptive
Format
Most  standardized
exams  follow  a  linear
format. The Accuplacer
does not. Because the
test  adapts  to  your
performance,  your
strategy must adapt as
well.  Taking  multiple
Accuplacer  College
Level  Math  Practice
Test sessions helps you
understand  how  the
system  adjusts.  You
will  learn  to  manage
the  psychologica l
p r e s s u r e  o f
increasingly  difficult
questions  and  avoid

becoming  discouraged
w h e n  p r o b l e m s
become more complex.

Identifyin
g Your
Weak
Areas
A  p r a c t i c e  t e s t
provides  a  diagnostic
s n a p s h o t  o f  y o u r
s t r e n g t h s  a n d
weaknesses.  Perhaps
you  excel  at  algebra
but  s t rugg le  w i th
t r i gonomet ry .  O r
m a y b e  y o u  a r e
comfor tab le  w i th
functions  but  need  to
rev iew  l im i t s .  By
reviewing your practice
test  results,  you  can
create a targeted study
plan  that  focuses  on
the  areas  where  you
n e e d  t h e  m o s t
improvement.
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Building
Test-
Taking
Stamina
The College Level Math
test  is  not  timed  per
question,  but  there  is
an  overall  time  limit.
Typically,  students
have about 90 to 120
minutes  to  complete
the  entire  Accuplacer
s u i t e ,  i n c l u d i n g
multiple  sections.  If
you are only taking the
math portion,  you will
have less time but still
need to maintain focus.
Practicing under timed
cond i t ions  bu i lds
mental  stamina  and
h e l p s  y o u  p a c e
yourself effectively.

Reducing
Test
Anxiety
A n x i e t y  c a n
significantly  impact
your  performance,
especially  on adaptive
t e s t s .  T h e  m o r e
familiar  you  are  with
the  format,  question
style,  and  difficulty
l e v e l ,  t h e  l e s s
intimidating the actual
test  will  feel.  Practice
tests act as a form of
exposure  therapy,
desensitizing  you  to
the stress of the exam
environment.

HOW TO USE A
PRACTICE TEST
EFFECTIVELY

S i m p l y  t a k i n g  a
practice  test  is  not
enough.  To  maximize
its  benefits,  you  need
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t o  a p p r o a c h  i t
strategically. Here is a
step-by-step  method
that  successful  test-
takers  use.

Step 1:
Take a
Diagnosti
c Test
Without
Preparati
on
Be fo re  you  s tudy
anything,  find  a
reliable  Accuplacer
College  Level  Math
Practice  Test  online
and  take  it  cold.  This
baseline score will  tell
you exactly where you
stand. Do not worry if
the score is lower than

y o u  h o p e d .  T h e
purpose  is  to  identify
your starting point.

Step 2:
Analyze
Your
Results
Thorough
ly
After  completing  the
diagnostic,  go through
every  question  you
missed.  Categorize
your  errors  by  topic.
Were  they  careless
mistakes,  or  did  you
genuinely not know the
m a t e r i a l ?  U s e  a
s p r e a d s h e e t  o r
notebook to track your
performance  across
different  topic  areas.
This analysis will guide
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your study priorities.

Step 3:
Focus on
One
Topic at a
Time
Resist  the  urge  to
study  everything  at
once.  Instead,  choose
one  weak  area  from
your  diagnostic  and
spend  dedicated  time
master ing  i t .  Use
textbooks,  on l ine
tutor ials,  or  video
lessons to refresh your
understanding.  Then,
complete  pract ice
problems  specifically
targeting  that  topic
until you feel confident.

Step 4:
Retake
Full
Practice
Tests
Periodical
ly
A f t e r  y o u  h a v e
a d d r e s s e d  y o u r
weaknesses,  take
another  full-length
practice test. Compare
your new score to your
diagnostic.  Celebrate
improvements,  but
a l s o  n o t e  a n y
r e m a i n i n g  g a p s .
Repeat  this  cycle  of
testing, analyzing, and
studying  unti l  you
consistently  achieve
your  target  score.



10

10 Accuplacer College Level Math
Practice Test

2024-01-20

WHERE TO FIND
QUALITY PRACTICE
MATERIALS

Not  all  practice  tests
are  created  equal.
Some  are  too  easy,
while  others  include
topics  that  are  not
a c t u a l l y  o n  t h e
Accuplacer.  To  ensure
you  are  prepar ing
effectively,  use
resources  that  closely
mirror  the  official
exam.  Here  are  some
reliable sources for an
Accuplacer  College
Level  Math  Practice
Test.

Official
College
Board
Resource

s
The  College  Board,
which  administers  the
Accuplacer,  offers  free
sample  questions  and
practice  tests  on  its
website. These are the
m o s t  a u t h e n t i c
resources  available
because  they  use
content that has been
retired  from  actual
exams or written to the
same  specifications.
S tar t  here  be fore
exploring  third-party
options.

Accredite
d
Tutoring
Platforms
Several  reputable
educational  companies
provide  Accuplacer-
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specific  practice
materials.  Look  for
platforms  that  offer
d e t a i l e d  a n s w e r
e x p l a n a t i o n s ,
performance  tracking,
and adaptive  question
banks.  Some  popular
options  include  Khan
Academy,  Mometrix,
and  Union  Test  Prep.
While  some  resources
are  free,  others  may
c h a r g e  a  f e e  f o r
comprehensive access.

Your
College's
Testing
Center
Many  college  testing
centers  offer  free  or
low-cost  practice tests
t o  p r o s p e c t i v e
students.  Some  even
provide  workshops  or
r ev i ew  sess i ons .

C o n t a c t  y o u r
institution's  testing
center to inquire about
available  resources.
They  may  also  have
copies of old exams or
study guides  that  you
can borrow.

STUDY
STRATEGIES THAT
WORK

Beyond taking practice
tests,  how  you  study
matters .  Here  are
e v i d e n c e - b a s e d
strategies  that  can
dramatically  improve
your  performance  on
the College Level Math
exam.

Active
Recall
Read ing  no tes  o r
watching videos might
feel  productive,  but
passive learning is less
effective  than  active
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recall.  Instead,  after
studying  a  concept,
close the book and try
to  exp la in  i t  f rom
memory.  Write  down
the  steps  to  solve  a
p r o b l e m  w i t h o u t
looking at  your  notes.
This strengthens neural
p a t h w a y s  a n d
improves retention.

Spaced
Repetitio
n
Cramming  the  night
before the test is rarely
effective  for  advanced
math.  Instead,  spread
your  study  sessions
over  several  weeks.
Review  material  at
increasing  intervals:
one day after learning
it,  then  three  days
later ,  then  a  week
later. Spaced repetition
leverages the way your

brain  consolidates
long-term memories.

Work
Problems
by Hand
The  Accuplacer  is  a
computer-based  test,
but you are allowed to
use  scratch  paper.
When practicing,  work
out problems by hand,
just as you will on test
day.  This  builds  the
muscle  memory  and
mental habits you need
to  so lve  problems
efficiently.  Avoid
relying  too  heavily  on
calculators  during
practice,  as  the  test
may  require  you  to
reason without one for
certain questions.
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Study
with a
Partner or

Group
Explaining a concept to
someone else is one of
t h e  b e s t  w a y s  t o
so l id i f y  your  own
understanding.  Find  a
study  partner  who  is
also  preparing  for  the
Accuplacer,  or  join  an
online study group. You
c a n  t a k e  t u r n s
teaching  each  other
topics,  quizzing  each
other,  and  working
through  difficult
problems  together.

COMMON
MISTAKES TO
AVOID

Even diligent  students
can fall into traps that
u n d e r m i n e  t h e i r

preparation.  Here  are
the  most  common
pitfal ls  and  how  to
steer clear of them.

Skipping
the
Basics
It  is tempting to jump
straight into advanced
topics, but the College
Level  Math test builds
o n  f o u n d a t i o n a l
knowledge.  I f  your
a lgebra  sk i l l s  are
s h a k y ,  y o u r
p e r f o r m a n c e  o n
tr igonometry  and
precalculus  questions
will  suffer.  Spend  time
r e v i e w i n g  b a s i c
algebra before moving
to higher-level content.

Ignoring
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Time
Managem

ent
Although  the  test  is
adaptive, you still need
to  manage  your  time
wisely.  Spending  too
l o n g  o n  a  s i n g l e
question  can  eat  into
time you need for later
questions.  If  you  get
stuck, make your best
guess  and  move  on.
You can always return
to  your  reasoning  if
time permits.

Neglectin
g to
Review

Mistakes
Taking  practice  tests
without reviewing your
errors  is  a  wasted
opportunity.  Every
mistake is a clue about
w h e r e  y o u r
unders tand ing  i s
incomplete.  Take  the
time  to  understand
why  you  missed  a
question, not just what
the correct answer is.

Overconfi
dence
After One
Good
Score
Scoring well on a single
practice test  does not
guarantee  you  wil l
perform  well  on  the
actual exam. Variables
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l i ke  tes t  anx ie ty ,
f a t i g u e ,  a n d  t h e
specific  mix  of
questions  can  affect
your performance. Aim
to  score  consistently
well  across  multiple
practice  tests  before
you feel ready for the
real thing.

WHAT TO EXPECT
ON TEST DAY

K n o w i n g  w h a t  t o
expect  can  help  you
f e e l  c a l m  a n d
prepared.  On  the  day
of  your  Accuplacer
exam,  arrive  early  at
the  testing  center.
Bring a valid photo ID,
your  college's  testing
confirmation,  and  any

approved  materials.
Most  test  centers  will
provide  scratch  paper
and  pencils.  You  may
or may not be allowed
to  use  a  calculator,
depending  on  your
institution's  policy.
The test will begin with
instructions and a few
sample  questions  to
help  you  acclimate.
Then  the  adapt ive
exam  starts.  Do  not
r u s h .  R e a d  e a c h
question carefully, and
use your scratch paper
t o  w o r k  t h r o u g h
p r o b l e m s
systematically.  If  you
feel  yourself  getting
stuck,  take  a  deep
breath  and  move  on.
Remember, the test


