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THE MEANING
BEHIND SAMCRO
IN SONS OF
ANARCHY

For fans of the hit  FX
series Sons of Anarchy,
the  acronym  SAMCRO
is  as  central  to  the
story as the roar of a
Harley  engine.  When
viewers  ask,  "In  Sons
of Anarchy who is Sam
C r o w ? " ,  t h e y  a r e
actually inquiring about
the  very  heart  of  the
show:  the  Sons  o f
Anarchy  Motorcycle
Club, Redwood Original
charter. SAMCRO is not

a  single  person,  but
rather  the  collective
identity  of  the  main
charter  operating  out
of  the  fictional  town  of
Charming,  California.
U n d e r s t a n d i n g
SAMCRO is essential to
grasping  the  entire
narrative,  the  club's
hierarchy,  its  moral
code,  and the intense
loyalty  and  violence
that  define  the  series.
This  article  will  break
down  everything  you
need  to  know  about
SAMCRO, its members,
its  structure,  and  its
significance  in  the
world of Jax Teller and
his outlaw family.
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WHAT DOES
SAMCRO STAND

FOR?

SAMCRO is an acronym
that  breaks  down  as
follows:

S - Sons
O - Of
A - Anarchy
M - Motorcycle
C - Club
R - Redwood
O - Original

T h e  " R e d w o o d
Original"  designation
signifies that this is the
founding  and  mother
charter of the Sons of
Anarchy  club.  While
other charters exist in
cit ies  l ike  Belfast,
I n d i a n  H i l l s ,  a n d
Nomads,  SAMCRO  is
the  original  and,  in
many  ways,  the  most
powerful. The club was
founded  after  World
War  II  by  a  group  of
veterans,  including
John  "JT"  Teller,  the

father  of  protagonist
Jackson  "Jax"  Teller.
The  name  "Sons  of
Anarchy"  itself  reflects
t h e  f o u n d e r s '
disillusionment  with
mainstream  society
and their  commitment
to  living by their  own
r u l e s ,  b o u n d  b y
brotherhood  rather
than  government  law.

SAMCRO AS THE
CENTRAL CHARTER

The
Hierarchy
of the
Club
To  fully  understand
SAMCRO,  one  must
recognize  its  r igid
structure.  The  club
operates  on  a  system
of officers and patches,
e a c h  c a r r y i n g
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significant  weight:

President: The
top-ranking
officer who
makes final
decisions and
leads the
charter. For most
of the series, this
is Clay Morrow,
followed by Jax
Teller.
Vice President:
The second-in-
command,
typically next in
line for the
presidency. Jax
serves in this
role before
eventually
becoming
president.
Secretary/Trea
surer:
Responsible for
the club's
records and
finances. This
role is filled by
Bobby "Elvis"
Munson for much

of the show.
Sergeant at
Arms: The
enforcer who
maintains order
during meetings
and protects the
club. Tig Trager
is the iconic
Sergeant at
Arms.
Road Captain:
Responsible for
planning
logistics,
especially during
club runs and
travel. This
position is held
by Chibs Telford.
Prospects: The
lowest rank,
consisting of
men seeking full
membership.
They perform
menial tasks and
must prove their
loyalty. Half-Sack
Epps and later
Rat Boy are
notable
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prospects.
Hangaround
and Old Ladies:
Associates and
partners of
members,
respectively, who
exist on the
periphery of the
club's inner
sanctum.

This  hierarchy  creates
a  m i l i t a r y - s t y l e
command  structure
that allows SAMCRO to
operate  efficiently  in
both  legitimate  and
criminal  endeavors.

KEY MEMBERS OF
SAMCRO

When fans ask "In Sons
of Anarchy who is Sam
Crow?", they are often
thinking  of  the  core
group  o f  men  who
wear  the  SAMCRO
p a t c h .  T h e s e
characters  drive  the
plot  and  embody  the
c lub 's  va lues  and

conflicts.

Jackson
"Jax"
Teller
Jax  is  the  protagonist
and moral compass of
the  series.  He  begins
as  the  Vice  President
a n d  e v e n t u a l l y
becomes President. His
journey  is  defined  by
his desire to reform the
club and steer it away
from  the  violent  and
drug-fueled path set by
his  stepfather,  Clay
Morrow.  Jax  is  deeply
influenced  by  the
w r i t i n g s  o f  h i s
biological  father,  John
Teller, and his struggle
between loyalty to the
c l u b  a n d  h i s  o w n
consc ience  i s  the
central  conflict  of  the
show.
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Clay
Morrow
Clay  is  the  original
President  of  SAMCRO
for  the  first  few
s e a s o n s .  H e  i s  a
ruthless,  calculating
leader who believes in
preserving  the  club's
power  and  wealth,
often  through  violent
means. His relationship
with Jax is complex and
fraught with tension, as
Clay  is  both  a  father
figure  and  an
antagonist.  Clay's
actions,  including  his
involvement  in  the
death  of  John  Teller,
create  deep-seated
rifts  within  the  club.

Bobby

"Elvis"
Munson
Bobby  is  the  club's
Secretary  and  one  of
i ts  most  loya l  and
emotional  members.
Known for  his  love  of
music  and  his  kind
heart,  he often serves
as  a  voice  of  reason
and  conscience  within
SAMCRO. His  death in
the later  seasons is  a
devastating blow to Jax
and the club.

Filip
"Chibs"
Telford
Ch ibs  i s  the  Road
Captain and a Scottish
ex-pat  with  a  dark
past.  He  is  fiercely
loyal to Jax and serves
as  a  trusted  advisor
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and  en forcer .  H i s
signature  Glasgow
smile  (a  scar  on  his
face) is  a reminder of
his violent history with
the  Irish  mob.  Chibs
eventually  becomes
Vice  President  and,
later,  President  after
Jax's  death.

Alex "Tig"
Trager
Tig is the Sergeant at
Arms and perhaps the
most  vo la t i le  and
unpredictable  member
o f  SAMCRO.  He  i s
intensely loyal to Clay
and later to Jax, but his
impulsive nature often
leads  to  catastrophic
consequences. Despite
his  violent  tendencies,
T i g  a l s o  s h o w s
vulnerability, especially
in his relationships with
his daughters and later
with Venus Van Dam.

Wayne
Unser
While  not  a  patched
member, Wayne Unser
i s  a  c l o s e  a l l y  o f
SAMCRO.  He  is  the
former  Chief  of  Police
fo r  Charming  and
suffers  from  cancer.
His  deep  ties  to  the
club,  especial ly  to
Gemma  Teller,  make
him  a  critical  ally  in
t h e i r  c r i m i n a l
operations. Unser often
a c t s  a s  a  b r i d g e
between the club and
law enforcement.

Gemma
Teller
Morrow
G e m m a  i s  n o t  a
member of SAMCRO in
the  official  sense,  but
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she is arguably one of
the  most  powerful
figures  associated  with
the club. As the wife of
John  Teller,  then  Clay
Morrow, and mother of
Jax  Teller,  she  exerts
immense  influence
o v e r  t h e  c l u b ' s
decisions.  Gemma  is
t h e  m a t r i a r c h  o f
SAMCRO,  and  he r
a c t i o n s  o f t e n
determine  the  course
of the narrative.

THE CULTURE AND
VALUES OF
SAMCRO

SAMCRO is  more than
j u s t  a  c r i m i n a l
organization;  it  is  a
brotherhood  with  a
distinct  set  of  values
and  traditions.  The
club's  motto  is  "One
percenter,"  a  term
d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h e
American  Motorcyclist
Association's claim that
99%  of  motorcyclists
a r e  l a w - a b i d i n g ,

leaving 1% as outlaws.
SAMCRO embraces this
o u t l a w  i d e n t i t y ,
viewing themselves as
outside  the  law  but
bound by a strict moral
code of their own.

Brotherho
od Above
All
The most sacred value
wi th in  SAMCRO  i s
loyalty to the club and
to  fellow  members.
This bond is considered
stronger  than  family,
marriage,  or  personal
ambition.  Betrayal  is
the ultimate sin and is
punished with extreme
prejudice.  The  club's
b y l a w s  g o v e r n
everything from how to
handle disputes to the
c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f
breaking  the  code.
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Legitimat
e
Business
Fronts
To maintain a facade of
legitimacy,  SAMCRO
operates an auto repair
shop  called  "Teller-
Morrow  Automotive"
(later  "Teller  Auto").
This business serves as
t h e  c l u b ' s
headquarters  and  a
front  for  their  illegal
activities,  including
gun  running,  drug
dealing,  and  money
laundering. The shop is
a  central  location  in
the show and a symbol
o f  the  c lub 's  dua l
existence.

Gun
Running
and
Criminal
Enterpris
e
SAMCRO's  primary
criminal  enterprise  is
the illegal arms trade.
They smuggle and sell
weapons,  often  from
the  Ir ish  mob.  This
operation puts them in
conflict  with  rival
g a n g s ,  l a w
enforcement ,  and
federa l  agenc ies ,
including the Bureau of
Alcohol ,  Tobacco,
F i r e a r m s  a n d
Explosives  (ATF).  The
pursuit  of  profit  and
power through violence
is  a  constant  theme,
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and  Jax's  desire  to
legal ize  the  club's
o p e r a t i o n s  i s  a
recurring  plotl ine.

SAMCRO IN
RELATION TO
OTHER CHARTERS

The Sons of Anarchy is
not a single club but a
network  of  charters
across  the  Uni ted
S t a t e s  a n d  e v e n
i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y .
S A M C R O ,  a s  t h e
Redwood  Original,
holds  a  special  status
as the mother charter.
Other notable charters
include:

SAMBEL: The
Belfast charter,
which plays a
significant role in
the club's history
and in the Irish
storyline.
SAMINDI: The
Indian Hills
charter, which
becomes a rival

to SAMCRO after
internal conflicts.
SAMTAZ: The
Tucson charter,
which is involved
in various
conflicts
throughout the
series.
Nomads: A
charter without a
permanent home
base, consisting
of members who
travel and
support other
charters as
needed.

T h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p
between SAMCRO and
o the r  cha r te r s  i s
governed  by  a  set  of
national  bylaws and a
president's  council.
Disputes  between
charters  can  lead  to
violent  conflicts,  as
seen with the SAMCRO-
SAMINDI feud.
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THE SYMBOLISM
OF THE SAMCRO

PATCH

The SAMCRO patch is a
powerful  symbol  of
identity and belonging.
I t  features  a  gr im
reaper holding a scythe
and an ankh, with the
w o r d s  " S o n s  o f
A n a r c h y "  a n d
"SAMCRO"  stitched  on
the back of the leather
c u t  ( v e s t ) .  E a c h
element  of  the  patch
carries meaning:

The Grim
Reaper:
Represents
death and the
club's willingness
to confront it.
The scythe
signifies the
club's power to
take life.
The Ankh: An
ancient Egyptian
symbol of eternal
life, suggesting
that the club and

its bond
transcend death.
The SAMCRO
Lettering:
Identifies the
specific charter,
grounding the
universal symbol
of the Sons of
Anarchy in the
local context of
Charming.

Earning the patch is a
rite  of  passage  that
signifies  a  man's
complete  commitment
to the club. Losing the
patch,  or  having  it
taken  away,  is  a  fate
worse  than  death  for
most members.

SAMCRO'S ROLE IN
THE STORYLINE

The entire narrative of
S o n s  o f  A n a r c h y
r e v o l v e s  a r o u n d
S A M C R O  a n d  i t s
internal  and  external
conflicts.  The  show's
seven seasons explore
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themes  of  loyalty,
betrayal,  family,  and
t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r
redemption. Jax Teller's
journey  is  a  direct
reflection  of  the
t e n s i o n s  w i t h i n
SAMCRO:  the  pu l l
between the old ways
of  violence  and  the
possibility  of  a  better,
more legitimate future.
The club's interactions
with  other  criminal
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,
including  the  Mayans,
the Chinese Triads, the
Ir ish  mob,  and  the
Aryan  Brotherhood,
form the  basis  of  the
show's  act ion  and
drama. In addition, the
constant pressure from
law  enforcement ,
particularly  the  ATF
and  l a te r  the  San
J o a q u i n  C o u n t y
Sheriff's  Department,
creates  a  cat-and-
mouse  dynamic  that
keeps the club on the
defensive.

I n t e r n a l  p o w e r
struggles,  particularly
the rivalry between Jax
and Clay, and later the
fallout from the deaths
of key characters, drive
the  emotional  core  of
the series.  SAMCRO is
not just a setting; it is a
character  in  its  own
right,  with  i ts  own
personality,  history,
and  destiny.

CONCLUSION

In  response  to  the
question  "In  Sons  of
Anarchy  who  is  Sam
Crow?",  the  answer  is
clear:  SAMCRO  is  the
living,  breathing  heart
of the series. It is the
Redwood  Or ig ina l
charter of the Sons of
Anarchy  Motorcycle
Club, a brotherhood of
out laws  bound  by
loyalty, tradition, and a
c o d e  t h a t  e x i s t s
outside  the  law.  From
its rigid hierarchy to its
powerful  symbolism,
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SAMCRO  defines  the
world of Jax Teller and
h i s  f a m i l y .  T h e
acronym  represents
not  just  a club,  but  a
way of life, one that is

violent,  passionate,
and  ultimately  tragic.
U n d e r s t a n d i n g
S A M C R O  i s
understanding the very
essence


