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NAVIGATING THE SHERRILYN KENYON DARK HUNTER
READING ORDER

For  over  two  decades,  readers  have  been  captivated  by  the
intricate,  dark,  and  emotionally  charged  world  of  Sherrilyn
Kenyon’s  Dark-Hunter  series.  With  over  40  novels,  numerous
novellas, and a sprawling cast of immortal warriors, gods, and
demons, stepping into this universe can feel overwhelming. Many
new readers  ask  a  single,  vital  question:  what  is  the correct
Sherrilyn Kenyon Dark Hunter reading order? Finding the right
path is essential to enjoying the rich, interconnected lore without
feeling  lost.  This  guide  will  provide  a  clear,  comprehensive
reading  order,  explain  the  different  series  within  the  universe,
and offer tips for both new readers and seasoned fans looking to
revisit the saga.

Understanding the Dark-

Hunter Universe
Before diving into the list, it helps to understand the structure of
this  massive  world.  The  core  of  the  series  follows  the  Dark-
Hunters:  ancient  warriors  who  have  been  resurrected  by  the
goddess Artemis to protect humanity from Daimons (vampire-like
beings who steal souls). These hunters have made a deal with the
goddess, trading their souls for a second chance at revenge or
redemption,  only  to  serve  an  eternity  of  solitude  and  battle.
Kenyon’s  world  expands  far  beyond  this,  introducing  Were-
Hunters  (shape-shifters),  Dream-Hunters  (spiritual  warriors),
Hellchaser demons, and the pantheons of Greek, Norse, Egyptian,
and Celtic mythology.
This interconnected nature means that a character introduced in
one book might become the hero or villain of another story three
books later. While many novels can be read as standalones in
terms  of  romance,  the  overarching  plot  builds  significantly  with
each installment. Therefore, the Sherrilyn Kenyon Dark Hunter
reading order is not just a suggestion; it is the key to unlocking
the full emotional impact of the series.
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The Main Dark-Hunter
Reading Order (Publication

Order)
The most reliable and widely recommended method is to read the
books in the order they were published. This is the order in which
the author intended the world to unfold, and it prevents major
spoilers that can occur if you jump ahead. Here is the essential
publication-based  reading  order  for  the  mainline  Dark-Hunter
novels:

Fantasy Lover (2002) - While technically a prelude, this1.
book introduces the world and the character of Julian of
Macedon. It is a standalone but sets the tone.
Night Pleasures (2002) - This is the true beginning. It2.
introduces Kyrian of Thrace and the modern world of the
Dark-Hunters, along with the core concept of the soul debt.
Night Embrace (2003) - Follows Talon, a Celtic warrior,3.
and expands on the Celtic mythology within the series.
Dance with the Devil (2003) - The story of Zarek, one of4.
the most complex and beloved characters in the series.
This book is a turning point for the lore.
Kiss of the Night (2004) - Introduces Wulf Tryggvason5.
and the important character of Cassandra. This book
deepens the mythology of the Apollites.
Night Play (2004) - The first book to heavily feature the6.

Were-Hunters (shape-shifters). It follows Vane Kattalakis
and introduces the separate Were-Hunter series.
Seize the Night (2005) - Valerius Magnus takes center7.
stage. This novel is crucial for understanding the Roman
side of the lore.
Sins of the Night (2005) - Focuses on Alexion, a role that8.
is unique in the Dark-Hunter hierarchy. This book contains
significant revelations about the entire system.
Unleash the Night (2005) - A Were-Hunter story featuring9.
Wren. It is essential for the larger Were-Hunter arc.
Dark Side of the Moon (2006) - Returns to the Dark-10.
Hunter world with a focus on Ravyn and the return of a
major antagonist.
The Dream-Hunter (2007) - The first book to focus on the11.
Dream-Hunters and the god M’Adoc. This book opens up an
entirely new layer of the universe.
Upon the Midnight Clear (2007) - A Christmas-themed12.
story featuring the dream-god Aidan and a mortal woman.
Dream Chaser (2007) - Continues the Dream-Hunter13.
narrative with a focus on a unique, heartbreaking love
story.
Acheron (2008) - This is the book every fan waits for. It is14.
the origin story of Acheron Parthenopaeus, the leader of
the Dark-Hunters and arguably the most powerful figure in
the universe. This is a massive book and a major
commitment, but it reshapes the entire series.
One Silent Night (2008) - A novella that fits between the15.
major novels, focusing on Stryker, the main villain of the
Daimons.
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Dream Warrior (2009) - Continues the Dream-Hunter16.
storyline with a focus on the warrior Cratus.
Bad Moon Rising (2009) - A Were-Hunter novel focusing17.
on Fang Kattalakis and Aimee Peltier. It is a gritty,
emotional story.
No Mercy (2010) - Returns to the Dark-Hunter world with a18.
focus on Dev Peltier and Samia. This book introduces new
threats and alliances.
Retribution (2011) - The story of William Jessup19.
(Sundown) and Abigail. This book explores the
consequences of time travel and past debts.
Time Untime (2012) - A Dark-Hunter novel focusing on20.
Kateri and Ren. It heavily involves the Mayan pantheon and
a prophecy.
Styxx (2013) - This is the companion novel to Acheron,21.
telling the story from the perspective of Acheron’s twin
brother. It is a devastating and crucial read that redefines
the entire first part of the series. Do not skip this.
Son of No One (2014) - Focuses on Josette and Cael. It22.
explores the legacy of the main villain from the early
books.
Dragonbane (2015) - A major turning point. This book23.
focuses on Maxis and Seraphina and introduces the Gallu
and a massive new war.
Dragonmark (2016) - Continues the Dragon war storyline24.
with Illarion and Edilyn.
Dragonnation (2017) - A novella that bridges events in25.
the Dragon series.
Deadmen Walking (2017) - The first book in the26.

Deadman’s Cross series, focusing on pirates and a new
group of hunters.
Alliance (2018) - Continues the Deadmen series and the27.
main arc of the war.
Dragonmark (relisted in some orders, but typically a28.
novella collection)
Born of Silence (2019) - This book is actually part of the29.
League series, but connects to the larger universe.

How to Read the Sherrilyn
Kenyon Dark Hunter Series
for the First Time
If you are a completely new reader, the sheer volume of books
can be intimidating. Here is a practical strategy that aligns with
the Sherrilyn Kenyon Dark Hunter reading order while keeping
you motivated:
Step 1: The First Three. Start with Fantasy Lover, then Night
Pleasures, then Night Embrace. This gives you a solid foundation
in the world, the tone, and the main group of characters. You will
meet Acheron, Kyrian, Talon, and see the first hints of the greater
mythology.
Step 2:  Read Until  You Hit  a Wall.  Continue through the
publication order. You can safely read up to Dark Side of the
Moon without feeling lost. By this point, you will understand the
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core  conflict  between  the  Dark-Hunters,  the  Daimons,  and  the
gods.
Step 3: Commit to the Big Two. When you reach Acheron and
then Styxx, prepare yourself. These books are long, dense, and
incredibly emotional. Do not try to rush through them. They are
the  heart  of  the  entire  series  and  require  a  certain  level  of
investment. After these two books, the rest of the series will read
much  differently,  with  a  deeper  understanding  of  the  main
characters.
Step 4: Finish the Series. After Styxx, the series moves into
the  Dragon war  arc  and the  Deadmen  saga.  These are  very
different  in  tone,  focusing  on  a  more  direct  war  against  the
ultimate  darkness.

Internal Chronological vs.
Publication Order
Some fans argue for a chronological reading order based on the
timeline of the stories. However, this is not recommended for
first-time readers. For example, Acheron takes place thousands of
years before most books, but the emotional impact of his story is
lost  if  you  do  not  know  the  future  that  he  is  fighting  for.  The
publication order is the only way to preserve the author’s reveals,
plot  twists,  and character  development.  The Sherrilyn Kenyon
Dark Hunter reading order is best experienced as it was written.

Related Series Within the
Universe
The Dark-Hunter world is vast. While the main publication order is
the best path, you will encounter several related series that are
best read as they appear in the main list:

The Were-Hunter Series: Books like Night Play and Bad
Moon Rising are fully integrated into the main order. Do not
try to read them separately.
The Dream-Hunter Series: Begins with The Dream-
Hunter and is again integrated into the main list.
The Hellchaser Series: Appears later in the list, focusing
on demons who work for the goddess.
The Deadman’s Cross Series: A newer addition that
follows a group of pirate hunters.

Pro Tip: Do not skip the novellas. Books like One Silent Night or
Dragonnation  contain critical plot points. If  you are reading in
print,  the story  collections  like  Dark Bites  gather  these short
stories in a logical order.

Common Mistakes When
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Starting the Series
Many readers make the mistake of starting with Acheron because
they hear it  is  the most popular.  Do not do this.  You will  be
completely  lost.  The  character  of  Acheron  is  deliberately
mysterious  for  the  first  ten  books.  Reading  his  story  too  early
spoils  the  mystery  of  the  entire  series.
Another mistake is skipping the Were-Hunter books. While the
romance  is  different,  the  plot  of  the  main  Dark-Hunter  series
depends on events that happen in these books, especially the
war  between  the  Arcadians  and  Katagaria.  The  official  Sherrilyn
Kenyon Dark Hunter reading order includes these books for a
reason.
Finally, do not skip Styxx or Dragonbane. These are not optional
side stories.  They are essential  to understanding the final  act  of
the series.

Digital Reading and Box

Sets
If  you  are  reading  on  a  Kindle  or  other  e-reader,  check  the
publication dates in the front matter. Some box sets or omnibus
editions  will  reorder  the  books  to  fit  a  theme,  but  the  original
publication  date  is  your  safest  guide.  Sherrilyn  Kenyon’s  official
website  also  maintains  a  list  of  the  books  in  recommended
reading order, which aligns closely with the publication list.
For audiobook listeners, the order is the same, but be aware that
the narrators change over time. Holter Graham narrates many of
the  later  books,  while  other  narrators  handle  the  early
installments.  This  can  be  a  minor  disruption,  but  the  story
remains consistent.

Final Thoughts on the
Reading Order
Navigating the


