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HOW TO TRAVEL FROM BALI TO
LOMBOK: YOUR COMPLETE GUIDE
TO ISLAND HOPPING IN
INDONESIA

Planning  a  tr ip  to  Indonesia  and
wondering how to travel from Bali to
Lombok? You are not alone. These two
stunning  islands  sit  side  by  side,
separated by the Lombok Strait, yet they
offer  vastly  different  experiences.  Bali
buzzes with spiritual energy, surf breaks,
and  vibrant  nightlife,  while  Lombok
presents  a  quieter,  more  rugged
landscape  dominated  by  the  majestic
Mount  Rinjani.  The  good  news  is  that
traveling between them is  easier  than
ever, with multiple options to suit every
budget, timeline, and travel style.
Whether  you are seeking a  fast  flight,  a
scenic ferry ride, or a luxurious private
boat  transfer,  this  guide  breaks  down
every  method of  crossing  the  Lombok
Strait. By the end, you will know exactly
how to travel from Bali to Lombok
like a seasoned traveler, complete with
tips  on  schedules,  costs,  and  what  to
expect along the way.

Why Travel from
Bali to Lombok?
Before diving into logistics,  it  helps to
understand why adding Lombok to your
itinerary is  a fantastic  idea.  While Bali
has long been Indonesia's tourism crown

jewel,  Lombok  offers  a  more  laid-back
alternative.  The beaches here are less
crowded, the water is impossibly clear,
and  the  local  Sasak  culture  remains
deeply authentic. Travelers often make
the  crossing  to  hike  Mount  Rinjani,
explore the Gili Islands, or simply escape
the  hustle  of  southern  Bali.  Knowing
how to travel from Bali to Lombok
efficiently means you can maximize your
time enjoying both islands rather  than
stressing over transportation.

OPTION 1: FLYING FROM BALI TO
LOMBOK – THE FASTEST WAY

If speed is your priority, flying is the best
answer to how to travel from Bali to
Lombok. The flight time is only about 25
to  40  minutes,  making  it  the  fastest
mode  of  transport  available.  Several
airlines  operate  this  short  domestic
route, including Wings Air, Lion Air, and
Garuda  Indonesia.  Flights  depart  from
Ngurah Rai International Airport (DPS) in
Bali and arrive at Lombok International
Airport (LOP) in Central Lombok.

Flight Duration
and Schedule
Direct  flights  between  Bali  and  Lombok
are  frequent,  with  multiple  departures
each  day.  Early  morning  and  late
afternoon  flights  tend  to  be  the  most
popular. Despite the short airtime, you
should  factor  in  at  least  two  to  three
hours total when you account for check-
in, security, and baggage collection on
the other end.
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Cost of Flying
A one-way ticket typically ranges from
$40  to  $80  USD,  depending  on  the
season  and  how  far  in  advance  you
book.  Baggage  fees  may  apply  on
budget carriers. For travelers wondering
how to travel from Bali to Lombok
without  spending  a  full  day  in  transit,
flying is the clear winner.

Pros and Cons of
Flying

Pros: Extremely fast, reliable
schedule, comfortable seating, and
great views of Mount Rinjani and
the coast on clear days.
Cons: Requires airport transfers
on both ends, higher carbon
footprint, and you miss the scenic
ocean crossing.

OPTION 2: PUBLIC FERRIES – THE
BUDGET-FRIENDLY CHOICE

For  budget  travelers  and  backpackers,
the public ferry is the classic answer to
how to travel from Bali to Lombok
without breaking the bank. These large
government-operated  ferries  carry
passengers, vehicles, and cargo between
the two islands. The main route departs
from Padang Bai in East Bali and arrives
at Lembar Harbor in Southwest Lombok.

Ferry Schedule
and Duration
Ferr ies  run  24  hours  a  day,  with
departures  roughly  every  hour  during
peak  times.  The  crossing  itself  takes

about  four  to  five  hours,  depending  on
weather  and  sea  conditions.  Ferries
operate around the clock, so you have
flexibility  in  choosing  your  departure
time. However, overnight crossings can
be less comfortable due to bright lights
and noise.

Cost of the Public
Ferry
This  is  the  cheapest  option  by  far.  A
standard  passenger  t icket  costs
approximately $3 to $5 USD. If you are
bringing a scooter, expect to pay around
$10  to  $15  USD  extra.  For  travelers
asking  how  to  travel  from  Bali  to
Lombok on a shoestring budget, this is
the way to go.

What to Expect
on the Ferry

Basic seating with limited air
conditioning.
Snacks and drinks available from
onboard vendors.
Open decks for fresh air and photo
opportunities.
Possible delays during rough
weather or high season.

Getting to and
from the Ferry
Terminals
Padang Bai is about a 90-minute drive
from both Kuta and Ubud. You can take a
shuttle  bus,  hire  a  driver,  or  ride  a
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scooter  to the harbor.  On the Lombok
side, Lembar is roughly 30 to 45 minutes
from Mataram and about two hours from
the  popular  Kuta  Lombok  area.  Local
bemos and taxis are available.

OPTION 3: FAST BOATS – THE
MOST POPULAR CHOICE AMONG
TRAVELERS

Fast  boats have become the preferred
method  for  most  tourists  and  digital
nomads wondering how to travel from
Bali  to  Lombok.  These  high-speed
vessels  cover  the  distance  in  just  90
minutes  to  2.5  hours,  offering  a
comfortable middle ground between the
budget ferry and the expensive flight.

Fast Boat Routes
and Operators
Multiple  companies  run  fast  boat
services,  including  BlueWater  Express,
Eka Jaya, Gili Gili  Fast Boat, and Scoot
Fast Cruises. Most depart from Serangan
Harbor  in  South  Bali  or  Padang  Bai,
arriving at various locations in Lombok
such as:

Tanjung Bias (Bangsal) – for direct
access to the Gili Islands.
Tanjung Lembar – near Mataram
and southern Lombok.
Gili Trawangan, Gili Air, or Gili
Meno – some services drop you
directly at the islands.

Fast Boat
Schedule and

Duration
Most  operators  run  one  to  three
departures  per  day,  typically  in  the
morning  and  early  afternoon.  The
crossing  to  the  Gilis  is  faster,  often
around 90 minutes, while direct routes
to Lombok mainland may take up to 2.5
hours. Check with your chosen company
for the most up-to-date schedule when
planning how to travel from Bali to
Lombok by fast boat.

Cost of Fast
Boats
Prices range from $25 to $60 USD per
person  one  way,  depending  on  the
season,  operator,  and  whether  you
choose  a  standard  or  VIP  seat.  While
more  expensive  than  the  public  ferry,
the time saved and added comfort make
it  a  worthwhile  investment  for  most
travelers.

Pros and Cons of
Fast Boats

Pros: Fast, comfortable seating,
air conditioning, often includes
hotel pickup in Bali, and arrives at
multiple convenient locations in
Lombok and the Gilis.
Cons: More expensive than the
public ferry, can be cancelled in
rough seas, and some travelers
experience seasickness.

OPTION 4: PRIVATE BOAT
CHARTER – FOR EXCLUSIVE
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TRAVEL

If  you  value  privacy,  flexibility,  and  a
touch of luxury, a private boat charter is
an excellent solution to how to travel
from  Bali  to  Lombok.  This  option
allows  you  to  set  your  own  schedule,
choose your departure point, and enjoy a
personalized experience on the water.

Who Should
Consider a
Private Charter?

Groups of friends or families who
want to travel together.
Honeymooners seeking a romantic
crossing.
Surf groups with boards and gear.
Travelers with specific timing
needs that don't align with
scheduled services.

Cost of Private
Charters
Prices vary widely based on the size of
the  vessel,  duration,  and  inclusions.
Expect to pay anywhere from $250 to
$800  USD  or  more  for  a  one-way
crossing.  Whi le  this  is  the  most
expensive  option,  it  offers  unmatched
convenience  and  comfort.

What You Get
with a Private

Charter
Customized departure time and
route.
Private captain and crew.
Snacks, drinks, and sometimes
meals included.
Stopovers at snorkeling spots or
secluded beaches along the way.
Flexibility to bring extra luggage or
sports equipment.

WHAT ABOUT THE GILI ISLANDS?

Many travelers planning how to travel
from Bali to Lombok actually have the
Gili Islands in mind. The three Gilis – Gili
Trawangan, Gili Air, and Gili Meno – lie
just  off  the  northwest  coast  of  Lombok.
Fast boats from Bali often stop at one or
more of these islands before continuing
to  Lombok  mainland.  If  your  final
destination is a Gili  island, book a fast
boat that lists your chosen island as a
stop. Otherwise, you can take any ferry
or boat to Lombok and then catch a local
public boat from Bangsal Harbor to the
Gilis.

WHICH OPTION IS BEST FOR
YOU?

The  best  method  for  how  to  travel
from Bali to Lombok depends entirely
on your priorities:

Speed and convenience: Fly.
Budget travel: Take the public
ferry.
Balance of speed and cost:
Book a fast boat.
Luxury and flexibility: Charter a
private boat.

IMPORTANT TIPS FOR CROSSING
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FROM BALI TO LOMBOK

No matter which method you choose for
how to travel from Bali to Lombok,
keep  these  tips  in  mind  to  ensure  a
smooth journey:

Book in Advance
During Peak
Season
July, August, and the December holidays
are busy. Flights and fast boats sell out
quickly.  Reserve your spot as early as
possible to avoid disappointment.

Check the
Weather
The  dry  season  from April  to  October
offers the calmest seas. During the rainy
season  (November  to  March),  rough
conditions  can  cause  cancellations,
especially for fast boats.  Always check
the forecast before you travel.

Pack for the
Crossing

Motion sickness medication if you
are prone to seasickness.
A light jacket or scarf – air
conditioning on boats and planes
can be chilly.
Sunscreen and a hat for open deck
ferries.
Water and snacks, especially for
longer ferry rides.

Arrive Early
For  flights,  aim  to  be  at  the  airport  at
least 90 minutes before departure. For
ferries and fast boats,  arrive 30 to 45
minutes early to check in and secure a
good seat.

Cash Is King
Some ferry terminals and smaller boat
operators  only  accept  cash.  Bring
Indonesian  Rupiah  with  you,  as  ATMs
may be limited at smaller harbors.

WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN YOU
ARRIVE IN LOMBOK

Lombok  is  larger  and  less  developed
than Bali, so transportation options are
more limited. From Lombok International
Airport,  you  can  take  a  taxi  or  pre-
booked transfer to your accommodation.
From Lembar  Harbor  or  Bangsal,  local
taxis, ride-hailing apps (in Mataram), and
public  bemos are available.  If  you are
heading to Kuta Lombok, the drive takes
about 30 to 45 minutes from the airport
and around two hours from Lembar.
For travelers wondering how to travel
from Bali  to Lombok  with  ease,  the
key is matching the transport method to
your destination. If you are staying in the
north  near  the  Gilis,  a  fast  boat  to
Bangsal  or  directly  to  your  Gili  island
saves time.  If  you are  heading to  the
south  or  central  areas,  flying  into
Lombok Airport might be more efficient.

CONCLUSION

Knowing how to travel from Bali to
Lombok opens up a world of adventure
in  Indonesia.  Whether  you  choose  the
speed  of  a  flight,  the  affordability  of  a
public ferry, the popularity of a fast boat,
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or the luxury of  a private charter,  the
crossing  is  straightforward  and  well-
served by multiple options. Each method
has  its  own  strengths,  and  the  best
choice  depends  on  your  budget,
schedule,  and  final  destination.  By

planning  ahead,  packing  smart,  and
respecting the sea conditions,  you can
enjoy  a  seamless  transition  from  the
energy of Bali to the serenity of Lombok.
Both  islands  await,  and  the  journey
between them is part of the experience.


